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Master Gardener Volunteer Training Application 
 
The Master Gardener Volunteer Program of Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) Suffolk 
County is affiliated with Cornell University. Each volunteer receives over 80 hours of 
instruction in many areas of community and environmental horticulture. The purpose of 
the Master Gardener Volunteer program is twofold. First, the program trains volunteers 
about best gardening practices and current, researched-based information.  Then, Master 
Gardeners help CCE Suffolk provide educational outreach by sharing their expertise 
through volunteer gardening efforts within local communities.  

 
Giving current circumstances, the next Master Gardener Volunteer Training Program 
will be offered ON LINE. The Training runs from September 14, 2020 through April 5, 
2021.  Sessions will include pre-recorded presentations as well as live, online lectures, 
discussions and workshops.  Cornell Zoom will assist in the delivery of course content. 

 
On acceptance, participants pay a $125 deposit plus a $375 program fee.  After completing 
125 hours of community service during the two years following graduation, trainees will 
be reimbursed the $125 deposit fee. No money should be sent with the application. You will 
be notified when you are accepted into the program. 

 
Beyond the initial 125 hours of community service, Master Gardeners volunteer for 30 
hours per year thereafter to maintain their active Master Gardener status. 

 
Master Gardener Volunteers contribute to CCE approved projects and educational 
activities including assisting at demonstration and community gardens, outreach at 
local events, and speaking to community organizations in Suffolk County. More 
information is found here: http://ccesuffolk.org/gardening/master-gardener-volunteers 

 
I wish to become a Master Gardener Volunteer, and apply for the next MGV training 
program. I understand that, if accepted, I agree to volunteer at least 125 hours of  
CCE Suffolk approved community service within the first two years after graduation. 

 
Name:   

 

Address:     

City:  state:  zip:    

Phone:  email:   
 

423 Griffing Avenue, Suite 100 • Riverhead, New York 11901-3071 • 631.727.7850 • 

www.ccesuffolk.org 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, 

and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

http://ccesuffolk.org/gardening/master-gardener-volunteers
http://www.ccesuffolk.org/


A brief interview of candidates is required once applications are received. Please offer a 
short answer to the questions below in advance of an interview. 

 
 

 

1. Why do you wish to become a Master Gardener Volunteer? 

 
 

2. Describe your occupational background. Are you currently employed? If yes, P/T  F/T   
 
 
 

3. Describe your volunteer experience. 

 
 

4. Level of education completed. 

 
5. List any training or experience in gardening and/or horticulture. 

 
 

6. Horticultural group affiliations (garden club, community effort.). 

 
 
 
 

References: List two people, not related to you, whom we may contact if needed, with knowledge of your 
qualifications. Please provide names and phone numbers. 

 
  __ 

 
  __ 

 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS: Given the expectations of this volunteer position, describe any physical or 
health accommodations that may be needed to allow you to participate. 



Have you ever been convicted of a criminal offense other than a minor traffic violation? A 
criminal record will not necessarily bar an applicant. A criminal record will be considered 

 

as it relates to the requirements of the volunteer position for which you have expressed an 
interest. 

❑ NO ❏ YES (If yes) DATE(S)   
 

I affirm that the statements made on this application are true. I understand that misrepresentation or omission 

of facts requested is cause for my non-appointment or removal as a Cornell Cooperative Extension volunteer. I 

authorize Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County to obtain from all persons, including those not named 

here, and/or agencies any records, documents, and other information relative to my suitability to perform the 

duties of the volunteer position. I understand that the volunteer position I seek may involve unsupervised work 

with minors, individuals over 65, or individuals with disabilities and that a criminal background check including 

a sexual offender search will be made. I further release all parties supplying said information from all liability 

and responsibility arising from their supplying said information. 

 
I understand and agree that the volunteer position at CCE for which I am applying, is without compensation or 

benefits of any kind. I further understand that the provisions of this application do not constitute a contract 

(either expressed or implied) of employment between myself and CCE. I further understand and agree that if I am 

offered and accept a volunteer position at CCE, either I or CCE, may terminate the volunteer relationship at any 

time for any reason or for no particular reason or cause. CCE reserves the right to determine and change its 

policies and procedures applicable to volunteers at any time for any reason. I understand and agree that my 

volunteer position is contingent upon, among other things, my signing the CCE Association Volunteer Agreement 

and acceptance of the provisions of the CCE Association 

Volunteer Code of Conduct. 

 

 
Signature:  Date   

 

Send the completed form to me via email (rz378@ cornell.edu).  

 
 

Feel free to contact me at rz378@ cornell.edu if you have any questions.  

My best, 

 
Roxanne Zimmer 

Community Horticulture Specialist 

Cornell Cooperative Extension, Suffolk County 


