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Our worlds are getting smaller with COVID-19.  

Working from home, avoiding stores, and limiting 

social contact is just strange.  But there is one 

thing in which we can indulge:  gardening.  Most 

often a stay-at-home endeavor, gardening doesn’t 

require travel, burns nervous energy, and can often 

be performed solo, especially if  no-one else in 

your house has a green thumb or likes to get their 

hands dirty. 

So what can we do outside now?  First and foremost at my place is raking 

leaves.  The woods behind our house supply leaves in quantity, and alt-

hough I spent last autumn cleaning up, winter winds piled shoals of  brown 

leaves along the house, behind the garage, and against the raised beds.  If  

Saturday is dry, I might fire up the leaf  shredder and chop them into mulch, 

getting a jump-start on the Herculean task of  mulching all the gardens by 

May.  With the noise and dust involved, everyone will keep their social dis-

tance. 

Pruning could also be tackled.  I re-

ally enjoy pruning dormant trees 

and shrubs, since I can easily identi-

fy crossing, damaged and diseased 

wood for removal.  It is a great time 

to study the form 

of  each plant, and 

decide how prun-

ing could be used 

to improve a shape 
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or rein-in exuberant 

growth.  The warm-ish weather has buds swelling 

on some plants, so I’ll only prune those still 

asleep, and avoid those which tend to “bleed” in 

the spring, including maples and birches.  A 

neighbor with overgrown rhododendrons asked 

for advice, and I told her to prune them hard, 

meaning it is okay to cut back into old wood as 

far as necessary.  We’re able to do this because 

rhododendrons can grow new branches from an-

ywhere along their stems.  Not all woody plants 

have this ability, however, and if  you try this with 

a juniper, you’ll end up with a butchered bush 

which never re-grows.  Pruning a rhododendron 

hard now also means no spring flowers, but if  

your sawing arm is itching for action, it might be 

worth the sacrifice. 

COVID-19 gives us one possible pause in prun-

ing, though.  Plan on what you are going to do 

with that mountain of  trimmings which vigorous 

pruning will generate.  I would normally load up my 

little black truck and haul them to our town’s brush 

pile, but that’s closed right now.  If  you have curbside 

pick-up of  yard waste, that may be suspended, too.  

Check with your municipality before relying on their 

normal services, as 

those folks are 

stretched thin at the 

moment.  I have the 

luxury of  having my 

own mini brush-pile, 

which I clean up peri-

odically, but not everyone has space enough for that. 

The compost pile is also calling my name.  I’ve got a lovely 

mound of  fine, rich “black gold” sitting in the bin, waiting to be 

spread on the raised beds and then forked in.  Compost is magical 

stuff, making clay soils drain better and sandy soils hold more wa-
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Ahhhhh…. it’s spring….and a young spruce tree’s fancies turn 
to thoughts of…. Spruce Needle Cast??!!  Yes, it’s true…while 
the daffodils dance, the peonies pop, and the lilacs liven up, the 
beloved spruce has more serious things to think about. 
 
Spruce needle cast was first noted on a Colorado blue spruce 
(Picea pungens) in Connecticut in 1939, and this nasty disease is 
now a problem throughout much of New England into the Mid-
west.  It’s a fungal disease caused by the fungus Rhizophaera 
kalkhoffii.  Besides the Colorado blue, it also infects white 
spruce (P. glauca) and oriental spruce (P. orientalis).  The fun-
gus causes the needles of infected trees to turn brown and 
prematurely fall off. 
 
Here’s its modus operundi…. 
 
During summer and early autumn, the spores of the fungi take 
up residence inside the stomata of the spruce needle.  The sto-
mata are tiny openings that allow gases to move in and out of 
the needle. The fungus overwinters there, and in the spring, it 
matures and forms tiny fruiting bodies.  If you have a 10X mag-

nifying lens, you can check the spruce needles for the fruiting bodies; they look like tiny poppy seeds along the 
length of the needle.  As these mature, they release spores that go on to infect other needles and the cycle starts 
over.  Because infected needles have their stomata blocked, they die prematurely and fall off. 
 
As you might expect, environmental conditions play a major role in spreading spruce needle cast.  Because of its 
fungal nature, dampness, shade, high humidity, and rain help it thrive.  Winds help spread the spores to other nee-
dles. 
 
So, what’s a poor spruce owner to do?  As with many fungal diseases, hygiene is critical….so make sure to rake up 
any infected fallen needles.  Removing infected branches can help.  Spraying with a copper-containing fungicide 
might help to some degree although you must spray frequently. If the tree is tall, 
this could be problematic. 
 
If you are planting new spruce make sure to plant in an area with plenty of sun 
and good air circulation.  Happily, there are a couple of species that appear to be 
more resistant to the disease: Norway spruce (Picea abies) and Red spruce (P. ru-
bens). 
 
Since you’ve read this far, let me further brighten your day by letting you know 
that needle cast occurs on other conifers too.  Different species of fungi attack 
these trees, although the life cycle and symptoms are the same: pines (Pinus), 
white fir (Abies concolor), hemlock (Tsuga) Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga), Larch 
(Larix), and cedar (Cedrus). 
 
For more information, visit U Mass Amherst (ag.umass.edu) or Penn State exten-
sion (extension.psu.edu) and search for needle cast. 
 

Spruce 

Needlecast! 
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Text by Rensselaer County Master Gardener Kathy Hartley 
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Although I’m a year-round fan of pines, winter is the time they truly shine.  

A weather beaten Eastern white pine (Pinus strobus), framed by snow and 

blue skies, is symbolic of the Northeast, while the intriguing patterns found 

on the trunk of a well-grown lacebark pine (Pinus bungeana) defy anything else 

seen in nature.  A wider range of pines can be grown in this neck of the 

woods than might otherwise be realized, but how best to learn about them?  

Visit a pinetum, of course!  And before you can ask, no, I’m not making this 

up. 

Given that an arboretum is a collection of trees, a pinetum is a living catalog 

of evergreens, sometimes exclusively pines, but often inclusive of other coni-

fers, such as firs and spruces.  Collecting pines might have started with the 

Duchess of Beaufort, who planted our native white pine on her English es-

tate, Badminton, in 1705.  Soon the First Viscount of Weymouth followed 

suite, and so popular did our native tree prove that it was re-named the Wey-

mouth pine.  But it wasn’t until 1828, when William Baillie wrote in the pag-

es of “Gardener’s Magazine” about his employer’s garden, Dropmore, that 

the word pinetum seems to have caught on.   Very shortly, the term popped 

up like weeds, with every fashionable estate building a pine collection of its 

own.  Dropmore, which seems a dubious name for a garden, was owned by 

Lord Grenville, who planted two cedar trees the day he moved in during 1795.  The pinetum eventually covered 

fifty acres, and the two cedars still stand today. 

Americans got the pine bug, too.  John Bartram collected trees well before our Revolution in his garden outside 

Philadelphia, and the Peirce brothers plantings, starting in 1800, were the germ that started today’s Longwood 

Gardens.  Making a collection exclusively of pines truly blossomed in the age of the great estates.  Henry Winthrop 

Sargent, namesake of the famous Sargent’s weeping hemlock, planted conifers on his Beacon, NY, estate, Wo-

denethe, starting in the 1840’s.  Charles Dana, publisher of the New York Sun, began his pinetum at Glen Cove, 

Long Island, in 1872, a budding horticulturist on the Gold Coast.  That same year saw the start of the Arnold Ar-

boretum’s collection, initiated by the aforementioned Henry’s cousin, Charles Sprague Sargent.  In the Victorian 

age, planting pines could put one amongst the most well-heeled. 

Several pinetums are just a short drive away.  In New York 

City’s Central Park, the Arthur Ross Pinetum contains 17 spe-

cies and is the legacy of a pulp and paper man.  Rochester’s 

Highland Park takes an all-encompassing approach, contain-

ing about 300 species and varieties of conifers from around 

the world.  While the expected pines, hemlocks and firs are 

present, deciduous conifers, such as larches and bald cypress-

es, as well as ginkgoes, which are conifers with leaves instead 

of needles, are all included.  The Watkins Pinetum at Cornell 

University in Ithaca features eight species, including pondero-

sa and Jeffrey pines from the American west.  If you’ve 

yearned to learn about conifers, pine no more. 

Pine Time Text and photos by David Chinery 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

April Garden Preparation 

Adopted from an April 2, 2020 post of the Rensselaer County Vegetable Blog  

by Irv Stephens, Rensselaer County Master Gardener.  You can visit the Blog at:   

https://rensselaercountyvegetable.blogspot.com/ 
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SPRING - To see daffodils blooming, garlic 
sprouting, weeds awakening and woodchucks 
 roaming  does remind me that some things still 
seem to be mostly predictable in this world...  

I had almost become reconciled with the idea 
that I would not be be able to start  tomatoes 
and peppers under my cellar's grow lights  when 
three weeks ago my spouse and I decided to can-
cel our spring travel plans.  With our trip can-
celed thanks to the COVID-19 pandemic, I now 
find myself  anxiously waiting for a shipment of  
last minute ordered seeds to arrive so that I can 
get back to a familiar task. 

And, between a few early spring showers I have also been able to spend some of  my hunker 
down time in the garden.  I have been able to move mulch around on planting beds to expedite 
the soil's warming, relocate trellises and frames for cucumbers and peas and to finish spreading 
compost.  Each of  these activities make me realize how fortunate I am to have a vegetable gar-
den to work in; but in case  you have a slightly neglected vegetable patch, here are a few things 
you can do that might make you feel slightly less squirrelly: 

• Get outside! Finish spreading your compost or spading  the remains of  last fall's cover crop 
into your planting beds. 

• Check your soil's temperature and moisture level. Your soil might feel warm enough to 
the touch, but it's better to stick a thermometer into the ground to check it. Remember, also, 
that soil tends to be  quite wet in early spring. Pick up a handful; and if  it slowly crumbles like 
a strudel topping on muffins when you open your hand, then it's okay for your precious 
seeds. 

• Finally,  give in to that urge to plant something. Although early April is still pushing it for 
most spring vegetables in the Capital District, you can sow peas and spinach.  Just hold off  
on the radishes, lettuce and beets until at least mid April. But, gardeners beware - because alt-
hough  it is true that the last frost of  spring has been moving to earlier dates in May, the aver-
age date of  the last frost for our area remains May 15.  Keep your row covers handy! 

Garlic getting a  head start 
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Light Up Your Shade With 

the new Coral Bells! 

 Heucheras are known to most of us as coral bells or alum 

root.  Coral bells play an important role in our ecosystem.  They 

are an early spring nectar source for hummingbirds and other pol-

linators.  Years ago, we were limited to varieties with green leaves 

and either pink or red flowers.  Through the years, growers ad-

vanced to new leaf colors of copper, silver, dark purple, and a 

tan/copper blend.  In this transition, the bright flowers were 

mostly a cream or faded pink.  Only a few varieties had those red 

flowers that hummers love.  While this was a way to add different 

color to a mostly green leafed shade garden, it just didn’t add pop.  

Well, hello 2020 varieties!  Growers are finally getting the mes-

sage.  Gardeners want pollinator plants, color, flowers and more!   

 Through the years, the Dolce varieties have proven to not only survive but thrive in our upstate NY cli-

mate.  They are hardy to Zone 4.  These plants were bred from our North American native plant.  An added bo-

nus is that they are deer resistant!  The plants are smaller than their parent.  That just makes them easier to make 

combos and place in small gardens.  Appletini has lime green leaves and bright red flowers.   Cherry Truffles 

(pictured) has deep red leaves and pink flowers.  Peachberry Ice is in many magazines and has peach leaves that 

deepen in fall and white flowers. Spearmint is eye stopping with silver leaves and dark pink flowers.  Picture that 

with a dark purple leafed variety.  Wildberry has dark purple leaves and pink flowers.  Wild Rose has deep rose 

leaves and pink flowers.  Some of these change leaf color during the year., turning brighter in Spring and Fall.  Any 

silver in leaves will shine brighter in Summer. 

 Coral bells are easy to grow.  The freeze and thaw cycle of winter is their biggest enemy.  Coral Bells won’t 

survive wet feet in winter, so don’t pile your snow where they are planted.  They are shallow rooted.  If you have 

clay soil, you will need to amend it to improve drainage.  They prefer partial sun of 4 hrs. per day, 6 hrs. per day 

max.  Lighter leaves, like the peach one, need more shade so they don’t get sun scorch.   I don’t cut mine back in 

the fall.  The leaves help protect the crown of the plant.  I just trim away the dead, brown leaves in spring. They 

may heave out (and look like a bad hair toupee on top of the ground) if we get a crazy January. You can just re-

plant it or gently coax it back into the soil. If you purchase a new plant, always plant it at the same level that it is in 

the container.  Dig the hole twice as wide.  Backfill with the soil and water to remove air bubbles.  They don’t need 

a lot fertilizer. A slow release, organic fertilizer is OK to add in the spring to existing plants.  Do not fertilize newly 

planted perennials!  Make them work to get those roots down! 

 Most of these new varieties should be available at independent garden centers.    
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Text by Carol Mastromarchi, Rensselaer County Master Gardener 

http://www.newgardenplants.com/getimage.aspx?id=15973&format=large


Root Concerns  Volume 15,  Number 2  Page 7  

Text and photos by David Chinery 

Going out on “what’s wrong with my tree” calls is one of my favor-

ite workday happenings.  Although I encourage folks to submit pho-

tos or samples when their favorite tree is ailing, and I am limited to 

how many visits I can actually make, sometimes there is just no sub-

stitute for seeing the specimen in the flesh (or, in these cases, the 

wood).  One call last summer sent me to south Troy, where a street 

tree with an oozing wound told an interesting story. 

Hard between the sidewalk and street, living in a tiny tree pit, a large, 

rounded European hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) dwarfed the nearby 

rowhouse.  Covered in dark green leaves, the tree looked healthy, 

but the bark wound was troubling.  I might have blamed a careless 

car, but the wound was on the sidewalk side of the trunk.  It looked 

like a case of slime flux.  

Technically known by the less creepy name “wetwood,” this scenario is caused by various bacteria invading a tree 

wound and then feeding on the nutrients found in the sap.  An ooze forms, which may be pink, brown, black, ol-

ive-green or otherwise in color, which creates streaks on the bark below the wound, earning the phenomenon the 

name slime flux.  Bubbles, methane gas, and a malodorous or fermented smell may also be part of the picture.  

While elms, cottonwoods and poplars are the most common trees to exhibit slime flux, it is also seen on maples, 

oaks, sycamores, and many other species. 

While a tree with a fluxing wound is under stress, just how bad the situation is can vary.  Although usually ugly, 

some trees will show little damage in the crown and have a full set of leafy boughs, much like our European horn-

beam did.  Other trees may exhibit leaf discoloration or dieback of the branches.  Scientists have shown that the 

bacteria associated with slime flux actually prevents the growth of wood rotting fungi in the wounds.  Although 

the presence of slime flux may slow down the tree’s ability to grow callus over a wound, we don’t classify it as a 

true plant pathogen. 

Since we industrious humans feel the need to remedy every situation, 

arborists of yore believed a little plumbing could help drain away a wet-

wood problem.  They would drive a copper pipe into a slime flux wound, 

hoping to channel the ooze away from the bark and thereby reduce the 

unsightly staining.  From my childhood days, I can remember seeing a 

large elm in a local park, with a verdigris tube protruding from its lower 

regions, perhaps installed by an Edwardian-era tree-plumber.  Eventually, 

it was discovered that this practice was akin to the Civil War doctors, 

whose crude treatment of wounds sometimes did more harm than good.  

We now know that disturbing the interior wood can actually make things 

worse by allowing wood-decaying fungi a welcoming pathway into the 

heart of the tree.  So today, the recommendation is to keep calm and just 

leave a slime flux situation alone. 

A Tree In Flux 
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What to do in April 

Text by Rensselaer County Master Gardeners 

 * Clear dead leaves, plants and other debris out of  your 

flower or vegetable beds.  Dig well-rotted manure or gar-

den compost into your beds to prepare them for the 

growing season. 
 

* Feed trees, shrubs, hedges, raspberry canes and fruit 

bushes with an application of  slow-release fertilizer 

“scratched in” around the base of  the plants.  After ferti-

lizing, mulch with well-rotted manure or compost. 
 

* Prune fruit trees or bushes as needed, with the exception of  stone-fruit trees such 

as peaches, plums nectarines, etc. 
 

* Start tomato seeds indoors if  you haven’t already.    
 

* Start cucumbers, gherkins, sweet pepper and other vegetable plants under cover, to-

ward the end of  the month. 
 

* Sow cool-weather vegetables such as spinach and lettuce in the garden.  
 

* Lift and divide such perennials as hosta, beebalm and asters as soon as the soil can 

be worked.  This will improve their vigor and provide new plants for the garden.  
 

* Apply crabgrass preventers about the time the for-

sythia is blooming.  Overseed your lawn in September 

with perennial ryegrass so you won’t need lawn weed 

preventer in the future. 
 

* Plants new strawberry beds after enriching the soil 

with plenty of  manure.  Fertilize rhubarb and aspara-

gus. 
 

*Plant potato sets around the end of  the month. 
 



Green Shots:  The Gardening World in Pictures 
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This month’s photos come from 

Rensselaer County Master Gar-

dener Linda J. Ford.  She writes, 

“Last June I had the opportuni-

ty to visit eight National Parks 

in the Rocky Mountains.   The 

different terrain and elevation 

made each one very unique.  

Here is a sample of  some of  the 

wildflowers that I saw 

(clockwise from the top left).   

 

Prickly Pear, Cactus Opunta 

polyacantha, was taken at Arch-

es NP with its sculptured rock 

scenery.  At Canyonland NP 

with its geological laying, I 

thought the Sego Lily, Calochor-

tus nuttallii was a good exam-

ple.  The only orchid that I saw 

on this trip was the Fairy Slip-

per, Calypso Bulbosa in Rocky 

Mountain NP.  Also in the 

Rocky Mountain NP when we 

were above 11,400 feet eleva-

tion, we saw this tiny little alpine 

flower (unidentified).  Two ex-

amples from Yellowstone NP, 

are the Glacial lily, Erythonium 

and the Fringed Gentian, Gen-

tianopsis thermalis.  What was 

amazing is that this fringed gen-

tian was growing very near some 

hot springs.”  
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A wandering mind can take a gardener down some crooked paths.  

While humming the Julio Iglesias tune, “To All The Girls I’ve Loved 

Before,” I found myself morphing the words into “To All The Plants 

I’ve Grown Before.”  Next in my mind’s eye appeared the sacred lotus, 

a plant I tended during my summer job at Longwood Gardens in 1985, 

but haven’t worked with since.  Perhaps this is all happening because 

I’ve recently taken up yoga.  Nevertheless, I now want a lotus of my 

very own. 

 

A lotus is like no other creature.  It is an aquatic plant, requiring calm, 

shallow water, where it will easily thrive.  Two species are recognized.  

Sacred lotus, or Nelumbo nucifera, is native to Asia and Australia, but 

found in gardens worldwide.  Its gorgeous flowers start out as tall, 

pointed buds, which open into many-petalled, pink or white explosions 

of color.  A cluster of bright yellow stamens surrounds an upside down, cone-shaped receptacle, which rather 

strongly resembles a showerhead.  When the flower fades – they only last one to five days – the showerhead per-

sists, ripening from green to brown, when it makes a wonderful subject for a dried flower display.  Inside are 

many, rounded seeds, which may remain viable for at least 1,300 years.  One final curiosity of the flower deserves 

mention:  they create their own heat.  An open lotus flower may measure from 86 to 95 degrees Fahrenheit, even 

when the surrounding air is at 50 F.  This internal heating may help attract pollinators, and puts sacred lotus in the 

rare category of thermoregulating plants, which also includes the idiosyncratic skunk cabbage.  

 

Most parts of N. nucifera are eaten, including the seeds, rhizomes, leaves, flowers and stems, and they have been 

cultivated for at least 7,000 years.  Sacred lotus also has deep significance in eastern religions and represents beauty, 

purity, perfection and grace.  Special mention should be made of the amazing lotus leaves, which, unlike floating 

waterlily foliage, are borne on tall stems, as are the lotus flowers.  Rounded like dinner plates and of a medium 

green, this foliage is highly hydrophobic, causing water droplets to bead up and roll off as from a newly waxed car 

.     

Until today, I had no idea that a yellow lotus, Nelumbo lutea, even existed.  Native to North America, it is found on-

ly in a handful of spots in New York State, making it a rare plant for us.  It grows in a similar manner to the more 

cosmopolitan sacred lotus, and was eaten by Native Americans.  The large, dramatic flowers are a pale yellow.   

 

Growing a lotus at home, from seeds or rhizomes, seems fairly easy.  Varieties in a range of sizes and colors are 

available.  They require a rich soil, obviously underwater, that doesn’t freeze in winter.  While you might put one in 

a natural pond, they’ve been known to be invasive, especially N. nucifera, so perhaps a more controllable situation is 

better.  I’m thinking of trying one in a half-whiskey barrel next summer.  Namaste, Nelumbo.     

Lotus Position 

Text by David Chinery 



It is said that April showers bring May flowers. Not always so! If  the soil 

becomes water-logged, the plants will die. Have you ever over-watered a 

houseplant? What happens? Soil contains solids, liquids and gases. Good 

garden soil, known as loam, consists of  fifty per cent solids and fifty per 

cent pore space. The solids are mostly minerals derived from the underly-

ing bedrock. The pores are filled with water (roughly half) or gases. If  too 

much rain falls, water fills the normally gas-containing pores and the 

plants are unable to “breathe”. Do plants “breathe”? Absolutely! Plants 

need carbon dioxide in order to carry on photosynthesis. Yes, some of  

the carbon dioxide enters through the shoot, but a significant amount of  

the carbon dioxide is supplied by the gas-containing pores of  the soil. 

Water is considerably denser (heavier) than air and thus it fills those pores which, under normal 

conditions, would contain gas. The reason we rototill or dig up our gardens is to increase the num-

ber of  gas pores in the soil.  

What do we mean when we say we have “poor” soil? Well, we can have “early” soil. This soil is 

gritty, i.e. it contains mostly sand pores. Sand is so large that the particles of  sand leave spaces be-

tween them that allow for pores. We say this is early because many of  the pores are gas-containing. 

We could also have late (clay) soil. The solids of  clay are so small that little pore space is left be-

tween them. Can we change soil? Of  course! Adding humus to soil will improve both sandy and 

clay soils. Humus can hold about ten times it’s own weight in water (thus improving sandy soil) 

and humus is also able to aerate soil (improving clay soil). So basically what is happening involves 

the pore spaces of  soil.  

My youngest child and I were talking on the phone yesterday. She was complaining about her clay 

soil. I told her to add sand. She said her soil was so dense, it was hard to dig. Sand should help 

with that. My middle child has been digging her garden in clay soil for seventeen years and she is 

amazed at what yearly applications of  sand have done to her garden. She recently decided to add 

to her garden, and she was amazed to see how much her soil had changed.  

So, let Mother Nature fill the water pores, but leave the gas pores alone. 

Too Many April Showers? 

Editor’s Note:  While adding sand to clay soil can improve soil porosity in some cas-

es, it can also have the opposite effect and make soils more dense.  It all depends on 

the relative sizes of the sand and clay particles!  Check out these resources: 

University of  Vermont:  https://pss.uvm.edu/ppp/articles/clay.html 

Washington State University:  https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/403/2015/03/soil-
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“Crabgrass can grow on bowling balls in air-

less rooms, and there is no known way to kill 

it that does not involve nuclear weapons.”   

Dave Barry (born 1947, humorist, author and columnist) 

Gardening Questions?   

Call The Master Gardeners! 

During the COVID 19 Pandemic, 

our offices are closed to the pub-

lic, but you are welcome to con-

tact us as directed below. 

“Root Concerns:  Notes from the underground” is a shared 

publication of Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer, 

Albany and Schenectady Counties.  It is published by Cornell 

Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer County. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer County 
David Chinery (dhc3@cornell.edu and (518) 272-4210) 

Newsletter editor, designer and layout technician 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Albany County 
Carole Henry (ch878@cornell.edu and (518) 765-3516) 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Schenectady County 
Angie Tompkins (amj22@cornell.edu and (518) 372-1622) 

 

“Cornell Cooperative Extension is an em-

ployer and educator recognized for valuing 

AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individu-

als with Disabilities and provides equal pro-

gram and employment opportunities.” No 

endorsement of products is implied. 

 



Learning Opportunities  

FOR YOU! 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer County is offering: 

* Free ZOOM Webinars:  “Lunch In The Garden,” every Wednesday at 
Noon.  We’re covering a different gardening topic in 30 minutes each 
week. 

* “Plant Of The Week” features on our Facebook Page 

* “Gardening Updates” on our Facebook Page each week— a pre-
recorded review of current topics in gardening 

• “Root Concerns Blog” - your favorite gardening stories in blog format 
at:  https://rootconcerns.blogspot.com/ 

 

To connect to these opportunities and more, visit: 

http://ccerensselaer.org/ and http://facebook.com/ccerensselaer/ 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Schenectady County is offering: 

Virtual Gardening Classes 

• Seed Starting—April 17 

• Attracting Pollilnators To Your Garden—April 28 

• Vegetable Gardening—May 1 

• Don’t Get Ticked NY—May 5 

• Container Gardening—May 7  

• Composting—May 8 

• Master Gardener Annual Fundraiser and Spring Plant Sale—May 11 

•  

• Visit cceschenectady.org for more information and to register 


