
Flower Collage 

Flowers are beautiful: almost everyone agrees on that.  But why are they beautiful?  What are they for?  

And can we play with that beauty to make beautiful things of our own? 

 

Flowers are made to attract attention.  Flowers are the first stage of plant reproduction.  Plants, just like ani-

mals, combine DNA from 2 parents to make offspring with slightly different DNA. Flowers have male and fe-

male cells.  They send the male cells (pollen) from one plant to the female cells (ovules) on another plant of 

the same kind.   

Some plants make huge quantities of pollen, and hope the wind will carry the clouds of pollen to the right 

place. These plants, among them most grasses and many trees, are generally the ones that make people 

sneeze.  Their pollen is very lightweight, so clouds of pollen float far on the wind.  The flowers on wind-

pollinated plants are not usually pretty, because they don’t need to be: the wind blows whether flowers 

are ugly or attractive. 

Oak tree flowers Kentucky bluegrass flowers yew flowers Common ragweed flowers 

But plants can’t walk or move 

towards one another.  So who 

will carry the pollen from one 

flower to another, where it 

can fertilize the ovules inside?  



Other plants use animals as pollinators, to carry pollen for them.  And to get pollinators to come, the flowers 

have to be noticeable, and attractive, to the animals. 

The most efficient animal pollinators can fly: they are fastest, and can pollinate the highest number of flow-

ers.  And the best flying pollinators are the ones who rely on flowers for their food, and spend most of their 

time going from one flower to another.  You know who these animals are: bees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bees are the most common and important pollinators, but there are plenty of other animals that pollinate.  

Plants make flowers with bright colors, sweet scents, tasty nectar, and even directional markings on their 

petals to help pollinators find them.   



So the beauty of flowers isn’t meant for us, but we can still enjoy it.  One thing that helps make flowers 

beautiful is the fact that they are symmetrical.  This means if you split them down the middle, the two sides 

will be mirror images of one another.    

There are different kinds of symmetry.  Bilateral symmetry 

means the object you are looking at will only make a mirror 

image if you split it one way.  A butterfly is a classic example 

of bilateral symmetry. So is a lobster, or a human being, or a 

chair, or a pair of jeans.   

Look at some flowers that are bilaterally symmetrical: 

Radial symmetry means you can split the object in half to make mirror 

images even if you rotate it.  A starfish is a good example of radial sym-

metry.  So is a sea urchin, and a wheel, and a snowflake.  Radial sym-

metry is less common in animals than bilateral symmetry, but it is much 

more common in flowers.   

Take a look at the radially symmetrical flowers below: 

Sometimes it’s fun to make pictures of flowers, and lots of people draw and paint and sculpt images of 

flowers.  But how about making a picture WITH flowers?  Try making your own symmetrical designs. 



You will need: 

Scissors 

A container 

A flat surface 

paper towels 

A camera or smartphone 

A source of free flowers  

 

The free flower source can be a lawn, the grass beside the road, or a garden where you have PERMISSION to 

pick a lot of flowers.  Sometimes florists will let you have discarded rose petals or imperfect flowers.  If you 

go into an area where the plants have grown tall (like a vacant lot, or the outer edges of a park that is not 

tended), put on bug repellant before going in: there may be ticks!  

DO NOT take flowers from a public garden, private property, or the landscaped area in front of a business.  

You are looking for flowers other people will not miss.  Some examples are the yellow dandelions, purple 

violets, and white clover that grow in grassy areas. 

 

Before you begin, think about what will happen when you make a collage with flowers.  You’ve probably 

made collages before, with different materials: wrapping or construction paper, photos, yarn, ribbon, recy-

cled objects, etc.   

The materials for this collage are flowers, and flowers are ephemeral (they won’t last long).  That means you 

will need to take pictures, because your art won’t last!  Be sure to take pictures several times as you work: 

then if you change your mind, or a breeze blows the flowers around, you’ll still have a photo of what you did. 



Put some water in your container to cover the bottom.  This will help keep your flowers from wilting too fast. 

Go to the place where you know there are lots of flowers.  Cut plenty of flowers: if you can find different 

kinds that’s the most fun, but if you can find only one type of flower that’s okay too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring your flowers home.  Sit at your flat surface, and scoop them out of the water onto a paper towel to 

soak off some of the water.  If the stems are long and you don’t want them, cut or break them off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try making two designs, one with bilateral symmetry and one with radial symmetry.  To make it easier, al-

ways start in the middle, and work outwards.  You can change your design as often as you want.  When you 

like it, take a picture.   

Remember grasses 

have flowers too! 



You can make as many different designs with the flowers as you please. 

During different seasons, different flowers will be available.  So try making flower designs in spring, summer 

and fall: have fun! 


