
Spotted Wing Drosophila in Berries –  

Act Now 
 
By Mike Nuckols, Commercial Horticulture Educator 

Spotted wing drosophila (SWD) is an invasive species of fruit-fly that lays 

eggs in berries such as grapes, raspberry, blackberry, and blueberry and 

even other soft-flesh fruit such as plums.  The SWD maggot hatches and 

then burrows through the fruit, ruining it. Populations of this pest grow 

exponentially throughout the growing season. Without control measures, 

late season raspberries and blackberries can suffer upwards of 80% crop 

loss. Detailed information on the life-cycle of this pest  can be found on 

Cornell’s website at https://fruit.cornell.edu/spottedwing/ . 

 

Cornell and other universities actively trap and count SWD populations throughout the growing season. 

Researchers have already trapped significant numbers of SWD at research locations and farms throughout 

the Northeast, to include both eastern and western New York State. Experts are predicting that populations 

will explode this summer. Berry and fruit growers should take active measures now to minimize damage to 

their crop. 

 

Detailed guidance on SWD control varies by crop, but there are a 
number of basic principles to follow. These include crop sanitation, 
canopy and water management to make conditions less favorable, 
use of insecticides, regular fruit sampling, and chilling berries 
immediately upon harvest.  Small organic growers might consider 
covering bushes with 80-gram insect netting. Details on these 
methods can be found on Cornell’s SWD management website 
(http://fruit.cornell.edu/spottedwing/management/) 
 

Details on how to construct and use a vinegar trap to catch SWD can be found online (https://cpb-us-
e1.wpmucdn.com/blogs.cornell.edu/dist/0/7265/files/2017/01/SWDTraps_CornellFruit-1vwi4oo.pdf).  
Growers who wish to participate in regional monitoring of SWD populations or who need help in 
identification or choice of control methods should contact the author at msn62@cornell.edu.  
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  
or jefferson@cornell.edu. 

 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson  
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