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The scarlet-red lily leaf beetle is a beautiful insect. However, what is does to lily plants is not so beautiful.  It 

was first discovered in the North Country (Clinton County) in 2001.  We had no reports of the insect in 

Jefferson County until about 5 years ago.  Since then inquiries about this insect have increased every year.  

The beetles can decimate Asiatic Lilies and Fritillaria species almost overnight. 

Native to Europe, the adult beetles overwinter in organic debris near the host plants.  They emerge in the 

spring when the weather begins to warm.  Upon mating, the females lay eggs on the undersides of leaves in 

April and May.  Larvae hatch out in about 8 days and begin feeding.  The larval stage is the most damaging to 

host plants.  The larvae are reddish in color with black heads.  They look like a bloated tick without legs.  They 

are also quite disgusting- they cover their bodies with their own excrement to deter predators. 

The larvae feed on leaves and flower buds for about three weeks.  They then drop to the soil to pupate. 

Once they emerge as adult beetles they will continue to feed throughout the remainder of the growing 

season.   

If you have host species or have had problems in the past, listed below are management options: 

1. Begin scouting for the adult insects in April, as soon as the

ground begins to warm.

2. Handpick and destroy any adults and/or larvae

3. Neem Oil can be used as an organic insecticide

4. Conventional sprays include insecticidal soap.

5. At the end of the season, remove all debris around the base of

the plants.
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County  

and Jefferson County, NY 4H

Larvae covered with excrement 

Adult shiny, scarlet beetle 


