
Oneida County Scouting Report 
June 19th, 2020 

Weather: For the week  ending on June 14th,2020 
Running total of GDD,s base 48 from April 1 to June 14 = 657 
Rainfall  total for the week ending on  June 14th  = 0.11 ” 
GDD base 50 from  May 3 to June 14th= 542 
 

Cropping activities: Many growers focused efforts on hay harvest (both chopping and baling) 
 Growers were also applying herbicides and wheat growers were applying fungicides.  We are summarizing 
the key points of the weekly crop report into a podcast each week. If interested send me an email.            

Crop Conditions: 

Alfalfa weevil and      

potato leaf hopper 

Alerts !! 
We found  a field with alfalfa weevil above 

economic threshold and a field with potato 

leaf hopper over threshold on Tuesday 

6/19/20. I found alfalfa weevil and potato leaf 

hopper in every  field I scouted this week.  

 

The methods to scout for these pests are ex-

plained in the next 2 pages. 

 

The cold spring has delayed the emergence of 

alfalfa weevil which is normally a potential 

problem in the first cutting. This year it is pre-

sent in fields that are trying to regrow after the 

first harvest.  

When you compound alfalfa weevil damage 

with the potential injury from potato leaf hop-

per it may have a significant impact on your 

second cutting of alfalfa fields. Both in yield 

and quality. 

Take a little time to do a stem count in your 

better established alfalfa fields  and check for 

potato leaf hoppers in those fields as  well. 
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Alfalfa Weevil Alert for regrowth 

Cool temperatures have delayed alfalfa 
weevil so I would suggest taking a  quick 
look at re-growing alfalfa stands for pin-
hole feeding in the  foliage. If you see pin-
holes take a few more minutes and pick 50 
stems at random and examine them for 
pinholes. If 50%  (25 of 50 stems) of 
them have pinholes sweep the field to see 
the size of the alfalfa  weevil larva. If 
many are less than 3/8” and there are no 
signs of cocoons then  you will have eco-
nomic damage. If over threshold and with-
in 10 days of harvest consider harvesting 
early. Otherwise baythroid and mustang 
are labelled for use in mixed stands of 
alfalfa and grass.  

 For more detailed information on alfalfa weevil go to this link https://fieldcrops.cals.cornell.edu/forages/insects-forage-
crops/alfalfa-weevil/ 



Potato leaf hopper 

PLH can reduce yield by as much as 1/2 ton per acre and also reduce the protein content of your hay. It is one of the most significant 
pests of alfalfa in our area. Remember that if you see leaf hopper burn you have already lost yield and quality. The only way to  pre-
vent loss is to scout fields regularly and that means sweeping your alfalfa fields.   You start by purchasing or making a sweep net  
that is 15” in diameter. Walk 50’ or more into one of your alfalfa fields, swing the net in a pendulum motion in front of you keeping 
the net in the top 3-5” of  the stand counting out 10 sweeps as you move forward into the stand (that is one set of sweeps).  You can 
picture that you just took a sample of the insects that are in the top 5 “ of your alfalfa’s canopy about 6’ wide by 15’ long. When you 
get to the end of your last sweep  give the net a quick snap down and up shaking all the insects to the bottom of the net. Then grab 
the net about mid way trapping all of them in the bottom of the net.  Push your fist upward through the hoop of the net  and turn so 
the net is in the sunlight. Quickly observe the rim of the net and count any PLH that you can see above where you have grabbed the 
net. With you other hand pull the  net from the center upward exposing a little bit of it at a a time so that you can count the PLH in 
the net. They can and will fly out of the net. Count all of the PLH until you have looked at the entire contents of the net. Turn the net 
inside out walk towards the center of the field on a diagonal and repeat the process adding each additional PLH to the count  and 
repeat one more time at the far end of the field. You should take a ruler and mark the base of your handle at 3”, 8”,  and 10”. At each 
site before you sweep you should measure the height of your alfalfa determining if the alfalfa is < 3”, 3-8”, 8-10” or >10”. Look at 
the chart below  to determine whether you are over or under the PLH threshold for management.  If the number of PLH you counted 
is at or less then the number in the N column of the chart associated with the  average height of the alfalfa, then you are under 
threshold. If the number of PLH is higher then that in the “N” column but lower then that in the M column you must do another set 
of sweeps adding to your count and comparing the total with the chart and the number of sets of sweeps. If your count is in between 
the numbers in the N and M column for the number of sweeps move to another location and take another set of sweeps add to your 
count and compare to the chart. Repeat these steps until you have a definitive number that is either less then or equal to the number 
in the N column and you are under threshold or equal or greater then the number in the M column and you are over threshold.  
If over threshold and within 10 days of harvest consider harvesting early. Otherwise baythroid and mustang are labelled for 
use in mixed swards of grass and alfalfa. 

Found PLH in all fields that were scouted this week with one 
field over the economic threshold.  
News seedings are especially vulnerable because they have 
limited root reserves. 
Check your better alfalfa fields and new seedings for this pest 

Potato Leafhopper Sequential Scouting Plan 

    
Crop Height 

  

Sweep  
<3" 

 
3" - 7" 

 
8" - 10" 

  
>10" 

Set  N    M                N         M   N         M   N         M 

1 
 *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 

2 
 *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 

3 
 2    *    9  9    *    20   19  *  41   44   *  75 

4 
 4    *   11  14  *   25   29  *  50   64   *  95  

5 
 5    *   13  18  *   30   39  *  60   84   * 115 

6 
 7    *   15  23  *   35   49  *  70   104 * 135 

7 
 9    *   16  28  *   40   59  *  80   124 * 155 

8 
 11  *  18  33  *   45   69  *  90   144 * 175 

9 
 13  *  20  28  *   49   79  * 100   164 * 195  

10 
 19      20  49       50   99  * 100   199    200 

Each sweep set=10 sweeps * indicates need to sample another set 



Wheat 
Observed wheat  in flower at several 
locations  6/9/2020.  
This is the time to spray wheat with a 
fungicide if we have medium to high 
potential for fusarium infection.  
 

Fusarium infection occurs under  high 

humidity when wheat is flowering.To 
check to see what the potential is for  

fusarium go to this link 

http://www.wheatscab.psu.edu/ 
 
Did not see any white heads in wheat 
fields (which would indicate fusarium 
infection) scouted this week. 6/15/20 This 
is a good time for you to check your 
fields. 
 
Black cutworm and armyworm trap 

counts  in Oneida county are repor ted 
in the tables to the right. You will note 

that there were 2 weeks when significant 
flights were documented.  As of  5/25 we 
had accrued about 90GDDS from the 

flight documented on 5/19. Black cut-
worm hatch after 90GDDs and armyworm 

hatch after 110GDDs base 50. 

It will be important to scout fields espe-
cially for armyworm feeding.  

If you have a significant armyworm infes-

tation you should consider applying warri-
or II, permethrin or lorsban at label rates. 

The cost of generic warrior is about $1/
ounce and the application rate is about 2 

oz/ac. 

 

 

 

White wheat head with fusarium infection 

Flowering wheat 

http://www.wheatscab.psu.edu/


Corn 

 Seeing many more corn fields like the one in the picture to the right (either 
strip till or no-till). This grower made a burn down application and will proba-
bly come back with a second herbicide application.   
 
The weeds in the field are an attraction for some pests like cutworm and slugs 
so the grower should check the field in the early part of the season. 
 
Most of the corn fields in our county are spike to v4 stage with most fields 
being v4 stage. This is a good time to scout your  fields.  Dig in areas with 
skips to identify potential problems. Look for cut plants or tattered foliage as 
indications of cutworm  or armyworm respectively.  
 
If you have glyphosate tolerant corn and you have been waiting to apply 
glyphosate remember that corn yields can be hurt by early competition  and the 
glyphosate label indicates that you have to increase rates for increasing sizes of 
annual weeds. If you have hard water and /or high pH water then add the ap-
propriate adjuvants (water softeners and ammonium sulfate). Be careful if you 
are adding other residual herbicides. Read  about temperature requirements and  
selection of NIS vs crop oil concentrates. Remember that glyphosate  has no 
residual activity and its only effect comes from being taken up by the weeds 
foliage  so apply in 8-10 gallons of water/ acre. 

This was the last week for cutworm and armyworm monitoring. 
 
0 black cutworm in trap  (Vernon) this week ,  2 armyworm moths in trap in 
Sauquoit this week (6/15/20).  5 bcw and 98 aw in Oneida county this season. 
Continued armyworm and black cutworm moth catches across the state this 
week . The purpose of this monitor ing is to note when these moths are ar r iv-
ing in our area and maybe a general idea of the size of the flight.   
Actual scouting is looking for damaged plants in our fields and larva. 
Black cutworm is attracted to fields with winter annual broadleaf weeds and grass-
es. Armyworm moths are attracted to grasses in hay fields, small grains and corn. 
 

Pest Monitoring 

Black cutworm moth 

Armyworm moth 

You can listen to this crop report  in a short podcast at this link 
https://soundcloud.com/ifarmoneidacounty/weeklycropreport  
 

https://soundcloud.com/ifarmoneidacounty/weeklycropreport


Black cutworm  
Does not over winter in NYS 
Brought in on storms from the south and west 
Looking for grasses and winter annual broadleaf weeds like 

chickweed, shepards purse, etc., to lay their eggs 
Larva hatch in 5-10 days  90GDDs 
28-35 days to become mature larva 
Best time to scout is dusk or dawn– the larva hide during the 

day and feed at night. Look for cut plants and larva, they 
tend to work up the row 

If you have 5% loss in an area and larva are 1/2” or less con-
sider treating with an appropriate insecticide  and a 20-40’ 
border around the affected area 

Significant population losses can occur with large infestations 
at seedling to 3 leaf stage 

Personal experience: have seen more cutworm damage in corn 
then in soybeans or wheat 

True Armyworm 
Don’t overwinter in NY 
Brought in on storms from south and east 
Grass feeders –corn, small grains, grass in hay stands, feed at 

night 
Lay eggs on grasses 
Hatch in 1 -2 weeks 110 GDDs 
New larva light green, Mature larva black or dark green with 

white and orange stripes on either side of their body, grow 
to 1.5 inches 

Look for tattered leaves, larva and frass in whorls 
Scouting  corn 20 plants 5 locations  25% damage and multiple 

larva per plant, spray the affected area  and 20- 40ft border 
Scouting small grains   6 or more larva per linear ft ¾” or less 

spray effected area and border. 

Tall corn would hardly ever need to be treated 

Because both cutworms and armyworm are active at night. 
Spray at dusk. 

Remember next week we will start 
sampling 5 local hay fields each week 
and report the height of alfalfa, per-
centage of grass, NDF, crude protein 
and NEL. You will be able to observe 
the changes on each site each week. 
 
 
If you don’t have the time to read the 
weekly crop report…. We will be tap-
ing a summary of the weekly crop 
report and make it available in a pod-
cast that you can listen to on your 
smartphone. 
 
https://soundcloud.com/
ifarmoneidacounty/weekly-scouting-
report-april-30-2020  
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BROADLEAF                                                         

ANNUALS                                                         

Wild Buckwheat   E G P P   F G P E E E   E   E     E       G   F   E E 

Common 
Lambsquarter   E G P P G E G E E* E* E E E   E P E E G F G E E E F E E 

Wild Mustard   E G P N   F G G E E E G E   E G E G N G F F E E G E E 

Redroot Pigweed   E G G G G F G E E E* E E E   E G E G G G G P E E G E E 

Common Rag-
weed   E G P P   P G F G E E F E   E P E G G E P F E E F E E 

Velvetleaf   F F N N F G G E G E G E G   G P E G G G E G E E F E E 

                                                          

ANNUAL                                                         

GRASSES                                                         

Barnyardgrass   G G E E E E N N E E E G E   G G E N G P N N N G G E E 

Crabgrass   P G E E E E N F E E E F E   F F G N F P N N N F F E E 

Foxtails   F G E E E E N N E E E G E   G G F N G F N N N F G E E 

Fall Panicum   P G E E E E N N E E E F E   G F F N G F N N N N G E E 

Witchgrass   E G E E E E N N E E E F E   G     N     N N N     E E 

Corn Tolerance   E E G G G G G E G G* G G G   G G G G F G G G G G F ? ? 

Wirestem muhly                                   N             N   E E 

Quackgrass                               E E N N F E       N   E E 

Nutsedge (yellow)       G 
F/
G 

F/
G     F G E     G   G F N N F F     E N   F G 

                                                                                 Weed control in corn 
Most of the corn fields in Oneida county received timely pre emergence applications of herbicides soon after planting this season 
and had  an inch or more of rain to activate them resulting in good weed control. Growers in northern NY had the same conditions 
that supported timely planting and pre emergence herbicide application but have been dry and have seen growth of weeds. They 
have started to apply post emergence applications  for weed escapes and now are seeing herbicide injury in fields. 
 
There are warnings in labels for some products that state to apply when temperatures are below a specific temperature like 85F. 
Herbicide injury can and will occur on hot days. 
 
We had cool nights in the past week or more. Some herbicides like Dual are metabolized  by corn rendering it harmless . When 
corn is not actively metabolizing dual (cold nights) it can build up and cause injury. Most, if not all of these corn fields are growing 
out of this temporary injury but we don’t know what impact this has on corn yield. 



Report Seedcorn Maggot and Wireworm Damage: WE NEED 
YOUR INPUT 
Given the recent controversy surrounding the proposed legislative bans on some pesticides in NY, Cornell researchers and extension specialists are working to provide necessary 
data on the efficacy, usefulness and perceived need for these products in our agricultural systems.  To do this, we need your help with identifying, documenting and quantifying 
losses to early season pests, such as seedcorn maggot and wireworm in your corn and soybean fields. 

A collaborative effort between the NYS Integrated Pest Management program and Cornell 
Cooperative Extension field crop specialists will begin in 2020 with the goal of monitoring for and documenting losses to pests that the neonic seed treatments are intended to 
protect against.  Given the sporadic distribution of damage caused by seedcorn maggot and wireworm, it can be challenging to quantify losses to these pests in research plots 
alone.  Therefore, we need assistance from farmers, crop consultants, agribusiness associates, and crop insurance claim adjusters to report fields with damage from these pests 
across NY State. 

Your valuable input would require nothing more than a phone call or email to your local field crops extension specialist to report the specific location of damage soon after plant-
ing, while pests are still active and can be confirmed (by V2 stage).  The extension specialist will then visit the field to confirm pest activity, and may conduct plant stand counts 
to estimate potential yield losses.  Location and farm identity will remain anonymous, as we are only interested in quantifying losses across NYS, not where they occur. 

Claims on the value (or lack thereof) of these insecticide seed treatments in NY field crop production cannot be validated or quantified without this sort of data, and we can’t 
obtain this statewide data without your assistance.  Therefore, whether you grow corn for silage or grain (or even sweet corn), soybean or dry beans, conventionally or organical-
ly, we need to hear from you!  Please refer to the following list of specialists to contact in your region to report damage from seedcorn maggot or wireworm in your fields this 
spring: 

Jeff Miller (Oneida Co. CCE) – jjm14@cornell.edu, 315-736-3394, x120 

Soybeans 
Many acres of soybeans have been planted at this time 
(6/9/20) 
 
Fields are cotyledon, unifoliate and first trifoliate stages. 
 
You can check populations, dig out areas with skips to 
identify the cause. 
 
You can start to observe what weeds you will need  to 
control. I have seen mainly lambsquarter, pigweed and 
ragweed in these fields to date. If you have glyphosate 
tolerant soybeans  treatment should normally be applied 
between 3 and 4 weeks after planting when weeds are 
about 3” height. 

mailto:jjm14@cornell.edu
https://blogs.cornell.edu/ccefieldcropnews/files/2020/03/20190613_114654-Copy.jpg


Bean leaf beetle 

Bean leaf beetle damage to soybeans 

Bean leaf beetle 

Bean leaf beetle 
This small dark colored beetle 
overwinters in woods, around 
field edges and within soybean 
fields (Boiteau et al. 1979, Lam et 
al. 2002). Beetles are small, 1⁄

4 inch, have light yellow to red-
dish wings with four black spots 
(spots may be missing on some 
beetles), and a “V” pattern at the 
front of the wing covers. Beetles 
generally emerge from overwin-
tering before, and in synchrony 
with, soybean planting. Precipita-
tion will delay emergence 
(Boiteau et al. 1979). The first full
-season soybeans to sprout in an 
area will attract many of the 
strong flying beetles. 
 Feeding appears as round holes 
eaten through the leaves, but lar-
vae can also feed on developing 
root nodules (Newsom 1978). In 
severe situations, where defolia-
tion is above 30%, insecticide 
treatment of soybeans up to two 
before flowering may be warrant-
ed. Vegetative soybeans are toler-
ant of adult feeding (Fehr et al. 
1981, Hunt et al. 1994) and as 
seedlings become larger and fast 
growing, this foliage loss is sel-
dom of concern.  



Observations week of 6/8  - 6/12 

Bean leaf beetle or green cloverworm dmg Soybean unifoliate stage 1st trifoliate stage 

Birds in a field are feeding on some sort 
of larva… go investigate Potassium deficiency in alfalfa Spray damage in soybeans 

Lambsquarer dogbane Lack of seam closure in corn planting 


