
Stormwater 101 

What is the big deal about Stormwater? 

When it rains, stormwater carries all the pollutants on the ground such as trash, road salt, motor oil, 
lawn chemicals and pet waste to storm drains (also called the ‘Inlet’) which lead to nearby streams, 
creeks, lakes, and rivers.  Stormwater that flows over impervious surfaces such as driveways, paved 
streets and parking lots does not soak into the ground.  Pollutants from these surfaces are quickly sent 
to nearby waters.  

Stormwater runoff is a major source of contamination in the Nation’s waterbodies.   It is therefore very 
important to never dump to storm drains and keep your community clean of trash and pollution. Always 
keep storm drains clear to avoid flooding around your property.   

 

Explore the additional links on our stormwater webpage which include  the educational film Stormwater 
Pollution and Green Infrastructure Solutions, Green Infrastructure, our Stormwater and Water Quality 
Interactive Maps, and more!  Also see ‘A Look at the Town of Clarkstown’s MS4 Network’.   

 

Stormwater Consortium of Rockland County and the NYSDEC Stormwater MS4 Permit 

All the towns and villages in Rockland County are required to abide by the state’s stormwater permit 
(the ‘Municipal Separate Storm Sewer (“MS4”) permit).  The intention of the MS4 permit is to reduce 
Pollutants of Concern commonly associated with stormwater pollution to the Maximum Extent 
Practicable.  The permit has six minimum measures, outlined below.  See more information on the MS4 
permit here.   

http://rocklandcce.org/stormwater-consortium-water-quality-education/why-keep-storm-drains-clean
http://rocklandcce.org/stormwater-consortium-water-quality-education/important-links
http://rocklandcce.org/stormwater-consortium-water-quality-education/important-links
http://rocklandcce.org/stormwater-consortium-water-quality-education/green-infrastructure-1
http://rocklandcce.org/stormwater-consortium-water-quality-education/water-quality-stormwater-education-homepage/#InteractiveMaps
http://rocklandcce.org/stormwater-consortium-water-quality-education/water-quality-stormwater-education-homepage/#InteractiveMaps
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=99e7de91d95249539c2d712296b84cb6
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/43150.html
http://rocklandcce.org/stormwater-consortium-water-quality-education/pollutant-of-concern-stormwater
http://rocklandcce.org/stormwater-consortium-water-quality-education/the-usepa-s-stormwater-program-and-nysdec-s-state-permit-for-ms4s


Stormwater 101 

1. Public Education and Outreach 
2. Public Involvement and Participation 
3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE) 
4. Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control 
5. Post Construction Stormwater Management in New Development and Redevelopment 
6. Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping in Municipal Operations 

 

The Stormwater Consortium of Rockland County was formed between Cornell Cooperative Extension 
and the towns and villages of Rockland County to collaborate and share resources on stormwater 
management.  The consortium meets monthly, with the exception of August.  All meetings are open to 
the public.  

 

 

 

        


