
 

 
 

 

 

 Two 6” round rims 

 ¼” flat reed – two 8 foot lengths and eight 3 foot 

lengths 

 #6 round reed – six 9” pieces 

 waxed string – two pieces 12” long each 

 4 twisties or clamp clothes pins 

 pencil 

 pencil sharpener  

 measuring tape 

 ruler 

 scissors or reed cutters 

 basin for water 

 

If you find the surface of the basket rims to be rough, 

lightly sand them with a small piece of sandpaper. On 

one of the hoops locate the splice or seam where the 

hoop has been put together. Make a mark 2” from this 

splice. From this mark measure the circumference of the 

hoop (a 6” hoop should measure approximately 19 ½”). 

Divide the circumference in half and measure that  

distance from the first mark and mark again. See diagram 1. 

This hoop will be your basket handle. Place a twisty on the top of the rim designated as 

the handle, so that when you are making the God’s Eyes, you are always sure which 

rim is the handle. 

The area between the pencil marks (containing the splice) is the bottom of the handle. 

On the inside of the hoop put your name or initial as shown in diagram 2. On the second 

hoop, which will be the rim of the basket, measure and mark 2” from the splice and 

again at the halfway point on the hoop. This divides the hoop into two equal parts. 

Now, take the two hoops (handle and rim) and fit them together as in diagram 3, sliding 

them until the pencil marks line up. Make sure that the HANDLE hoop is on the 

OUTSIDE of the rim hoop. Using waxed thread tie the hoops securely as in diagram 4. 

 

 

 

DIAGRAM 1 

 
 

DIAGRAM 2 DIAGRAM 3 
DIAGRAM 4 



Use an 8-foot piece of flat reed for each of the God’s Eyes. Coil the strips separately 

and secure them with a twisty. Next, soak coils in warm water for 1-3 minutes before 

using. When they are pliable remove from the water. Uncoil and get ready to begin the 

God’s Eye. 

*Note: Flat reed has a “right” and “wrong” side. The edges of the right side are slightly 

rounded or beveled. The wrong side has edges which are perfectly flat. Begin the God’s 

Eye by placing the wrong side against the hoops. When weaving the basket you need 

not be concerned with the right and wrong side. 

Referring to diagram 5 and 6 and the instructions, start to weave.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It may help to label the four hoop sections as shown. The God’s Eye must be very flat. 

Pull weaver tight and press firmly as you make the revolutions making sure the weaver 

is pressed completely flat against the hoop and the previous row. (This is going to 

require some strength and concentrated effort. Use your thumbs to flatten weaver as 

you work). 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

Begin with weaver on top of the hoops at “start”. Move up and behind (T), diagonal to 

(L), behind (L), diagonal to (B), behind (B), diagonal to (R), behind (R). From (R) go 

diagonal to (T) and repeat entire counterclockwise revolution five more time. You will 

notice that the starting point (end of the reed) is covered as the weaver moves around 

its rotations. This is illustrated in diagram 5. If this is confusing try diagram 6.  Place the 

end of the reed at #1. Lay it diagonally to #2, go behind the hoop to #3, lay the reed 

diagonally to #4, go behind the hoop to #5, lay diagonally to #6, go behind the hoop to 

#7, lay diagonally to #8, go behind the hoop to #9 and repeat the rotations five more 

times. 

The finished God’s Eye will have six revolutions 

counting from the back and will look like diagram 

7. The God’s Eye is flat to the touch. The weaver 

must not overlap each other as any overlap will 

make the God’s Eye bulky. 

 

 
DIAGRAM 6 
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DIAGRAM 5 
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DIAGRAM 7 



 

 

A good flat God’s Eye is critical. The success of the basket depends on its construction. 

Don’t be discouraged if your first try isn’t perfect. Just take it out and try again. At the 

end of the 6th revolution, the weaver is behind (R). Do not cut. Secure the reed to the 

rim with a twisty. Repeat God’s Eye on the other side with second 8-foot coil of 

weaver. 

 

The 9” pieces of round reed will be the “ribs” of 

the basket. Using a pencil sharpener, point the 

ends of all the ribs. Insert the ribs, one at a time, 

into the two God’s Eyes. The ribs will slide in 

behind the eye in the pocket formed between the 

rim and the lowest part of the handle. See 

diagram 8. 

 

Take the twisty off one of the God’s Eye weavers. Re-wet 

the weaver if it is dry or stiff. The weaver is now behind the 

rim. Begin weaving by going over rib one, under rib two, over 

rib three, under the lower handle, over and under the 

remaining ribs until you reach the rim. This first row of 

weaving should be snug against the God’s Eye. Now, bring 

the weaver up from the back, over the rim to the front, and 

begin the over and under pattern in the opposite direction. 

See diagram 9. Weave four complete rows and secure 

weaver to rim with a twisty. These first four rows anchor the 

ribs in place. However, they may still move or slip out of 

place. Take care to check for spacing and adjust if needed 

for several rows of weaving. 

 

 

*NOTE: The most important part of weaving is to push the weaver snugly against the 

previous row. Pulling the weavers hard is unnecessary and tends to misshape the ribs. 

The diagram shows weavers loosely woven to clearly illustrate the weaving pattern. Do 

not, of course, weave this loosely. Also be careful to always weave under one rib, over 

one rib etc. If you weave over 2 ribs at any time, the alternating over-under pattern will 

be destroyed. 

 

 

DIAGRAM 8 

DIAGRAM 9 



With ribs in place and four rows of weaving on each side, the basic skeleton of the 

melon basket should be obvious. At this point, make sure that each of the six ribs follow 

the same curve and extends out the same distance as the hoops. It may be necessary to 

adjust lengths of ribs by pushing them further into the weaving or pulling them out 

slightly. 

When you have 2-3 inches of weaver left, it is time to join a new (soaked) weaver to it. 

This joining should not take place at the rim: so, backtrack if necessary. Referring to 

diagram 10, overlap the new weaver on top of the old one. You will be weaving with 

two pieces of reed for three or four ribs. Hide the ends under a rib. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Continue weaving the basket, one side at a time. Do not weave all of one side, and then 

the other. Weave three rows on one side then move to the other side and do three rows 

to keep the basket balanced.  Weave until both sides meet in the center. If there is a 

space that has not filled in, simply add a short weaver and fill in the space, making sure 

you end up with the over-under pattern on alternating rows. Push weaver out from the 

center to make room for last row if necessary. 

Keep in mind there are no bad baskets. If your basket isn’t “like” someone else’s, yours 

is simply blessed with more personality and character…never “bad”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 DIAGRAM 10 


