
Oneida County Scouting Report 
May 29, 2020 

Weather: For the week  ending on May 24th,2020 
Running total of GDD,s base 48 from April 1 to May 24= 264 
Rainfall  total for the week ending on  May 24th = 0.72 ” 
23 GDD base 50 from  May 3 to May 24 = 122 
 

Cropping activities: Many growers  fit fields and planted corn and soybeans this past week.  Some 
growers started hay harvest in grass fields. We are summarizing the key points of the weekly crop report into a 
podcast each week. If interested send me an email and I will send you steps to get the podcast.            

Crop Conditions: 

Hay harvest begins A number of 

grass hay fields were mowed and chopped this 
week. Weather was favorable and the grasses 
were at optimal NDF. The two grass fields that 
we sampled on 5/25 had NDFs of 54 and 57. 
Grasses should be harvested at 4” height to 
leave enough behind to foster quick regrowth. 
There will be quicker drying when the cut hay 
is propped up a little bit higher. Another bene-
fit form raising the cutting height especially if 
you ted or rake is bringing in less soil on the 
forage and lower levels of clostridia. 
 
Wide swathing  is becoming more common 

in Oneida county. Growers have learned that  

mowing into a swath that is at least 80% of the 

width of the cutter head leaves the hay spread 

in a thin layer that dries more quickly. Grow-

ers that wide swath can rake or invert the hay 

into windrows and harvest at 50-60% moisture 

in the same day. Harvesting in this manner 

growers reduce energy loss and conserve di-

gestible protein as well. 

 

After grass harvest is a good time to spread 

manure and/or  a mix of  70lbs of ammonium 

sulfate + 130lbs of urea per acre to increase 

yield and protein levels for second cut. 
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CCE Oneida County Hay Quality Project 2020 
May 25th Report 

Forage  Quality: Each year   you get another  chance  to put up high quality forage for  your  herd.  The fir st cut of hay is a 
critical time period. Nearly half the hay on your land is harvested in that first cut putting greater weight on trying to harvest all that 
forage at peak quality for your livestock.  
Goal NDF for grasses is 48-55, which means that these grass fields should be harvested when alfalfa in a neighbor ing field 
is 14” tall.  
Goal NDF for clear alfalfa fields is 39-43, which means that these fields should be harvested when the tallest alfalfa plants 
are 28- 32” tall. 
Mixed alfalfa grass stands ideal NDF are between these two and vary depending on the percent of grass in the stand. Jer ry 
Cherney, Forage specialist at Cornell and field staff all around the state participated in 2 years of field sampling to develop a chart 
to help you use two factors: alfalfa height and % grass in your stand to identify the ideal time to harvest your individual fields. 
That information is contained in the chart below:  This system may not work this season because the extremely cold April and its 
impact on alfalfa growth. 

Oneida County field staff also obtain hay samples from 5 farms across Oneida county each Tuesday. These samples are 
analyzed by Dairyone and results are sent back to CCE that Thursday. CCE shares this information by email with over 100 local 
producers and agribusinesses on a weekly basis. This information is also posted to our website  
Progressive dairy farms are checking heights of alfalfa in their   hay fields  on a weekly basis to help them  track the devel-
opment of the crop (hitting optimal quality) and determine the order in which fields should be harvested. 

Alfalfa grew 6 inches this past week !! 

Date alfalfa percent calcium NDF Crude NEL predicted 

  height grass   protein  harvest 

  inches      date 

5/5  5 100 0.33 39.1 35 0.72 too early 

 5/12  5  100  0.51  37  30  0.71  Too early 

 5/19  9  100  0.41  41  26  0.71  5/27 

 5/26  15  100  .3  57  19  .63  cut 

                

Field: Remsen 
Elevation:1323 ft 
Soil: 119 B  Pyrities loam 
Slope: level 
Planted: approximately 14 years ago 

Manure applied annually including 2020 

Mixed mostly grass:  estimated nearly 100% grass 



Date alfalfa percent calcium NDF Crude NEL predicted 

  height grass   protein  harvest 

        date 

5/5  5 100 0.42 36.2 29 0.72 too early 

 5/12  5  100  0.44  39.4  24  0.7  Too earlu 

 5/19  9  100  .55  44  22  0.69  5/27 

 5/26  15  100  .47  54  20  .63   

                

Field: Ava  
Elevation: 1300 ft 
Soil: 113B  camroden silt loam SWPD 
Slope: gentle northern  slope 
Planted:  2019  seeded with timothy, 
brome grass and orchard grass 

No N fertilization 

Hay quality project continued 

Date alfalfa percent calcium NDF Crude NEL predicted 
  height grass   protein  harvest 

        date 

5/5 7 40 1.23 27.9 33 0.75 too early 

 5/12  7  50  1.16  29.2  26  0.75   

 5/19  11  40  1.02  32  24  0.74  5/29 

 5/26  17  40  .59  50  21  .64   

                

Field: Augusta 
Elevation: 1050ft 
Soil: 109B Cazenovia silt loam 
Slope:nearly level  
Planted:  

Mixed sward 60% alfalfa 40% grass 



Date alfalfa percent calcium NDF Crude NEL predicted 

  height grass   protein  harvest 

        date 

5/5 7 30 1.08 24.8 29 0.78 too early 

 5/12  7  30  1.28  25.4  29  0.76   

 5/19  12  30  1.04  29  27  .75  6/7 

 5/26  18  25  1.05  37  26  .68  6/3 

                

Field: Deansboro 
Elevation: 1340’  
Soil: 102 Honeoye/  126  Lima silt loam 
Slope: slightly east facing 
Planted: 2018 alfalfa grass 

Estimated  70% alfalfa, 30% grass 

Hay quality project continued 

Date alfalfa percent calcium NDF Crude NEL predicted 

  height grass   protein  harvest 

        date 

5/5 7 97 1.18 24.1 34 0.77 too early 

 5/12  8  97  1.23  24.5  27  0.75  Too early 

 5/19  11  97  .94  23  30  0.73  6/14 

 5/26  20  97  1.27  36  25  .67  6/5 

                

Field: Cassville   
Elevation:  1290’ 
Soil: 24A Howard gravelly loam EWD 
Slope: flat 
Planted: 2019 85% alfalfa   



Wheat 
Wheat heads will be emerging soon! 
 
3-5 days after full head emergence an-
thers will be visible. This is the time to 
spray wheat with a fungicide if we have 
medium to high potential for fusarium 
infection.  
 

Fusarium infection occurs under  high 
humidity when wheat is flowering.To 

check to see what the potential is for  
fusarium go to this link 

http://www.wheatscab.psu.edu/ 
 
 
Black cutworm and armyworm trap 

counts  in Oneida county are repor ted 

in the tables below. You will note that 
there were 2 weeks when significant 

flights were documented.  As of last Tues-
day 5/25 we had accrued about 90GDDS 
from the flight documented on 5/19. 

Black cutworm hatch after 90GDDs and 
armyworm hatch after 110GDDs base 50. 

It will be important to scout fields espe-

cially for armyworm feeding. If you have 
high potential for fusarium you should 

consider applying prosaro, caramba or 
miravis ace. 

If you have a significant armyworm infes-

tation you should consider adding warrior 
II, permethrin or lorsban at label rates. 

The cost of generic warrior is about $1/
ounce and the application rate is about 2 
oz/ac. 

 

If you have both issue consider a tank mix 
of insecticide and fungicide .    

 

 

White wheat head with fusarium infection 

http://www.wheatscab.psu.edu/


Corn 

 Many growers were planting corn  since early May.  
Most of those planted seeds sat in the soil waiting for 
the soil to warm up. Every time I checked soil temps  
up to last week the readings were from 40-44F 
Last week we finally got some heat. 
Now you can see rows of corn throughout the county. 
 
Most of the corn is newly planted to spike or first leaf 
stage. Wait a week and then scout your corn fields.  Dig 
in areas with skips to identify potential problems:  seed 
to deep or shallow, seed rot, no seed, seed corn maggot 
or wireworm injury. Look for cut plants or tattered foli-
age as indications of cutworm  or armyworm 

Corn planting considerations:  

 Seeding rate  should be 35,700 seed/ac for silage 32,000-33,000 for grain 

 Depth 1.75”- 2.00” 

 Singulation- even space between seeds 

 Speed 3-4 mph 

 Check spacing on driveway, check depth in field 

 All needed P and up to 30lbs N/ac in band at planting, not more than 80lbs of N+K in the band. Band located 2” to the side and 
2” down from the seed. 

 If applying all N at planting (not recommended) consider deeper placement 8” and nitrification inhibitor. Side dress of N reduc-
es potential N losses and allows for changes of rate based on weather experienced up to application 

4 black cutworm in trap  (Vernon) this week , 51 armyworm moths in trap in 
Sauquoit this week (5/25/20).  5 bcw and 87 aw in Oneida county this season. 
Continued armyworm and black cutworm moth catches across the state this 
week . The purpose of this monitor ing is to note when these moths are ar r iv-
ing in our area and maybe a general idea of the size of the flight.   
Actual scouting is looking for damaged plants in our fields and larva. 
Black cutworm is attracted to fields with winter annual broadleaf weeds and grass-
es. Armyworm moths are attracted to grasses in hay fields, small grains and corn. 
 

Pest Monitoring 

Black cutworm moth 

Armyworm moth 

You can listen to this crop report  in a short podcast at this link 
https://soundcloud.com/ifarmoneidacounty/weeklycropreport  
 

https://soundcloud.com/ifarmoneidacounty/weeklycropreport


Black cutworm  
Does not over winter in NYS 
Brought in on storms from the south and west 
Looking for grasses and winter annual broadleaf weeds like 

chickweed, shepards purse, etc., to lay their eggs 
Larva hatch in 5-10 days  90GDDs 
28-35 days to become mature larva 
Best time to scout is dusk or dawn– the larva hide during the 

day and feed at night. Look for cut plants and larva, they 
tend to work up the row 

If you have 5% loss in an area and larva are 1/2” or less con-
sider treating with an appropriate insecticide  and a 20-40’ 
border around the affected area 

Significant population losses can occur with large infestations 
at seedling to 3 leaf stage 

Personal experience: have seen more cutworm damage in corn 
then in soybeans or wheat 

True Armyworm 
Don’t overwinter in NY 
Brought in on storms from south and east 
Grass feeders –corn, small grains, grass in hay stands, feed at 

night 
Lay eggs on grasses 
Hatch in 1 -2 weeks 110 GDDs 
New larva light green, Mature larva black or dark green with 

white and orange stripes on either side of their body, grow 
to 1.5 inches 

Look for tattered leaves, larva and frass in whorls 
Scouting  corn 20 plants 5 locations  25% damage and multiple 

larva per plant, spray the affected area  and 20- 40ft border 
Scouting small grains   6 or more larva per linear ft ¾” or less 

spray effected area and border. 

Tall corn would hardly ever need to be treated 

Because both cutworms and armyworm are active at night. 
Spray at dusk. 

Remember next week we will start 
sampling 5 local hay fields each week 
and report the height of alfalfa, per-
centage of grass, NDF, crude protein 
and NEL. You will be able to observe 
the changes on each site each week. 
 
 
If you don’t have the time to read the 
weekly crop report…. We will be tap-
ing a summary of the weekly crop 
report and make it available in a pod-
cast that you can listen to on your 
smartphone. 
 
https://soundcloud.com/
ifarmoneidacounty/weekly-scouting-
report-april-30-2020  
 
 



Report Seedcorn Maggot and Wireworm Damage: WE NEED 
YOUR INPUT 
Given the recent controversy surrounding the proposed legislative bans on some pesticides in NY, Cornell researchers and extension specialists are working to provide necessary 
data on the efficacy, usefulness and perceived need for these products in our agricultural systems.  To do this, we need your help with identifying, documenting and quantifying 
losses to early season pests, such as seedcorn maggot and wireworm in your corn and soybean fields. 

A collaborative effort between the NYS Integrated Pest Management program and Cornell 
Cooperative Extension field crop specialists will begin in 2020 with the goal of monitoring for and documenting losses to pests that the neonic seed treatments are intended to 
protect against.  Given the sporadic distribution of damage caused by seedcorn maggot and wireworm, it can be challenging to quantify losses to these pests in research plots 
alone.  Therefore, we need assistance from farmers, crop consultants, agribusiness associates, and crop insurance claim adjusters to report fields with damage from these pests 
across NY State. 

Your valuable input would require nothing more than a phone call or email to your local field crops extension specialist to report the specific location of damage soon after plant-
ing, while pests are still active and can be confirmed (by V2 stage).  The extension specialist will then visit the field to confirm pest activity, and may conduct plant stand counts 
to estimate potential yield losses.  Location and farm identity will remain anonymous, as we are only interested in quantifying losses across NYS, not where they occur. 

Claims on the value (or lack thereof) of these insecticide seed treatments in NY field crop production cannot be validated or quantified without this sort of data, and we can’t 
obtain this statewide data without your assistance.  Therefore, whether you grow corn for silage or grain (or even sweet corn), soybean or dry beans, conventionally or organical-
ly, we need to hear from you!  Please refer to the following list of specialists to contact in your region to report damage from seedcorn maggot or wireworm in your fields this 
spring: 

Jeff Miller (Oneida Co. CCE) – jjm14@cornell.edu, 315-736-3394, x120 

Soybeans 
Soybean planting is in progress with some growers 
planting their last fields. 
 
We have been recommending planting soybeans at 1.25 
to 1.5 inches deep for ever. 
 
A recent study out of Nebraska indicated that their re-
search found the best and most consistent emergence of 
soybeans planted at 1.75” depth irregardless of soil type 
or seeding rate. 
 
The picture is  of  some soybeans at the cotyledon stage 
in Cassville. 

mailto:jjm14@cornell.edu
https://blogs.cornell.edu/ccefieldcropnews/files/2020/03/20190613_114654-Copy.jpg

