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PPP Loan Forgiveness: what we know so far 
Submitted by Bonnie Collins 

As we have progressed through the COVID 19 pandemic  
and attempted to contact you, we realized some of your  
contact information has changed or is missing.   
To better serve you and stay up to date on the latest  
information, and programming please email 
LW343@cornell.edu and provide us with the following: 

1. Full name + spouse/partners name 

2. Farm name 

3. The nature of your business Dairy, Livestock, Crop etc. 

4. Your complete address (street, city, ZIP code) 

5. Your phone number (if you wish to share) 

Once we receive your email, we will use that as your contact 
email.  (if you would like to provide an alternate/additional email 
please include that as well) 
ALL contact information will be kept strictly confidential and will only 
be used as a way to contact you regarding time sensitive information 
pertinent to your farming/business operation. 

On Friday, May 15, 2020 the Treasury Department issued the Loan 
Forgiveness Application for Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans. 
The following is various details from the application that you should be 
aware of: 
 You specifically must request a loan forgiveness to your lender. The 

lender has 60 days in which to decide on the forgiveness. 
 Do not plan on applying before the middle of June. This application 

request copies of 941(s). A problem for farmers, as they do not file 941 
(s) and in some cases do not pay state unemployment taxes. We will 
need further instruction on this part of the application. 

 All cost appears to be based on “earned” amounts during the 8-week 
period. Which indicates payments may be made after the 8-week period. 
However, funds can not be used for the prepayment of any expenses. 

 Many farmers have asked if fuel could be used and expensed as a utility. 
It appears on the application that it can not. 

 Self-employed farmers must “pay” themselves, during the 8-week 
period, to get loan forgiveness. 

 It appears that only cash compensation will qualify for forgiveness. This 
means commodity wages do not qualify. 

 Keep in mind that you cannot take the PPP loan forgiveness and the 
Payroll Tax Credit. 

 The application requires the borrower to maintain certain documentation 
related to its PPP loan for at least six years after the loan is forgiven or 
repaid in full, including documentation supporting the necessity 
certification and eligibility. 

Do not be in a hurry to file the application, as things remain flued and 
Congress might change the rules for loan forgiveness. 
References: Neiffer, P. (2020, May 17). Agribusiness Blog/Farm CPA Today. Retrieved from https://
blogs.claconnect.com/agribusiness/loan-forgiveness-worksheets-are-available/ & PPP Loan Application 
Released. (2020, May 18). Retrieved from JDSUPRA: https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/alert-ppp-
loan-forgiveness-application-46813/ 

mailto:LW343@cornell.edu


Resource for Assisting Bulk Meat Sales  
This pdf document out of Penn State has circulated for many years 
and can prove beneficial when working with new customers who are 

new to purchasing meats in bulk quantities.  
To view the document in detail 

https://animalscience.psu.edu/extension/meat/pdf 

https://animalscience.psu.edu/extension/meat/pdf
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        Oneida County Public Market Opens For The Season.. 
The Oneida County Public Market at Union Station’s REA Wing opened 
for the summer season on Saturday, May 16th. The Public Market will 
run from 9:00am to 1:00pm every Saturday through the end of 
December, 2020 behind the station at the REA wing. We welcome the 
community back with CDC guidelines in place to support a safe 
shopping experience. 
In keeping with guidelines for COVID, we launch the 10th summer 
season of the Public Market with our farmers and food producing 
vendors only. Other changes that are in place at the market include: all 
vendors, market support team members and shoppers will be required 
to wear masks; social distancing will be in place with restricted spacing 
between vendors and 6 foot distancing in front of each booth; one way 
traffic through the market space; all children’s programming is on 
hiatus until additional restrictions are lifted; it is requested that each 
household send only one representative to shop the market to help 
reduce numbers and minimize exposure, it is requested to no bring 
children and pets to the market again to minimize exposure potential; 
adherence to signs in place to direct traffic and restrictions within the 
market space. And finally, if you or anyone in your family is not feeling 
well – please stay home. The Public Market will be running weekly 
through the end of the year, please join us when you feel better! 
SNAP services are in place and will be available for each market 
session as usual. Incentive coupons, used to increase buying power for 
SNAP cardholders, will also be available.   
Farmers, food producers, and other vendors are welcome with 
applications accepted on a rolling basis year-round. email us at  
info@oneidacountymarket.com for our 2020 Vendor Application. 
Oneida County Public Market and CCE of Oneida County are working to 
bring opportunities to support our local and regional farmers and 
producers. With agriculture being one of the primary industries in 
Oneida County, support to these hard working and dedicated people is 
primary to their, and everyone’s success. The ability to bring fresh 
healthy foods home to feed our families regularly help support not only 
the producers, but our community overall. 
To find out more about the agriculture and farmers markets in Oneida 
County go to www.cceoneida.com. Please invest your food dollars 
locally!   

The Cornell Small Farms Program is pleased to announce the release 
of an update to the Livestock Direct Marketing Guide: Regulations 
Every Livestock Producer Should Know. Understanding how to 
legally classify, slaughter and sell your meat and poultry is crucial 
for running a successful operation. Laws that dictate food safety 
regulations change often and can be unclear. This guide provides 

current information to meat and poultry producers on how to legally 
sell their products in New York State. While this guide, like our other 

guides, is specific to New York State regulations, much of the 
information is pertinent to all livestock and poultry producers. This 
guide can be accessed free on the livestock page of CCE Oneida Co. 

website: www.cceonieda.com.  

mailto:info@oneidacountymarket.com
http://www.cceoneida.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i2uTZr8swYU5YSiEGZ4YNLoE5flddjJzzG_DueSG7FEuQ9X66oTlLOL9bENAThCNTdp2EPVTrBGN5d3NuCQY-7wDEinOXR56VyDcLe8YPJ8pvDm_3DCKMzzANAHEhqdtUSzyKQDhgrmwORIV79jWjFdjGc1goN2OYzvVBKJ7XpC3xhXLXIKdc9FPTzTaap4UCaR7P8boeE7dpoz4PzW39V6qRt9VeyItPupM
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i2uTZr8swYU5YSiEGZ4YNLoE5flddjJzzG_DueSG7FEuQ9X66oTlLOL9bENAThCNTdp2EPVTrBGN5d3NuCQY-7wDEinOXR56VyDcLe8YPJ8pvDm_3DCKMzzANAHEhqdtUSzyKQDhgrmwORIV79jWjFdjGc1goN2OYzvVBKJ7XpC3xhXLXIKdc9FPTzTaap4UCaR7P8boeE7dpoz4PzW39V6qRt9VeyItPupM
http://www.cceonieda.com


Accessing I Farm Oneida Podcast Episodes:  
You’re Only A Few Clicks Away 

FOR ANDROID Look for the Google P lay Store symbol  on 
your Android phone. This is where you’ll search for the Sound 
Cloud App.  Click on the Play Store App and type SoundCloud into 
the search box. 

FOR APPLE Look for the Apple App Store symbol on your 
Apple i phone. This is where you’ll search for the Sound Cloud 
App. Click on the App Store icon and type SoundACloud into the 
search box. 

ANDROID & APPLE USERS 
Download the SoundCloud app. When prompted to, press open to 
open the app and follow the few short steps to create an account 
for free.  

ANDROID & APPLE USERS 
Click on the magnifying glass to open the search box. Type I 
Farm Oneida in the search box to access podcast episodes. 
Most recent episodes appear at the top of the list, scroll thru to 
listen to past episodes. As new episodes are uploaded, you will 
be notified by theSound Cloud app. 

When you see this on your screen, you’re good to go! Happy Listening.  

 Roughly one year ago we launched a new programming tool that 
allowed us to reach our farming audience in a mobile manner.   
The I Farm Oneida Podcast series is another way to learn from and connect to 
the C.C.E. Oneida Co. Ag Team’s programming efforts just by having your cell 
phone in hand. The podcast episodes are housed on a platform called 
SoundCloud. The free SoundCloud app can be downloaded on either Apple or 
Android devices.   
 Interested in listening to upcoming I Farm Oneida Podcast episodes? 
Grab your school age kid and ask for their help, OR follow  along with the 
following directions to download the SoundCloud app today.  Directions for 
both Android and Apple cell phones have been included. 

Northeast Dairy Management Webinar Series 
The Northeast Dairy Management Webinar Series is a five-part presentation series 
to re-energize businesses and improve performance, even in challenging times, 
and includes presentations and speakers that would have been featured at the 
Northeast Dairy Management Conference in March. The conference, and these 
webinars, are hosted by Cornell CALS PRO-DAIRY and Northeast Dairy Producers 
Association. 
The series will include one-hour webinars held each Wednesday at 1:00 PM, 
beginning June 3 and continuing through July 1, The Northeast Dairy Management 
Webinar series is free through generous support from industry sponsors, 
registration is required. Registered participants will receive links to all five live, 
weekly presentations and will have access to the recorded sessions. Links to join 
webinars are provided upon completion of online registration. To learn more: 
prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/webinars/  

https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/webinars/northeast-dairy-management-webinar-series/
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How Will the 2020 Payroll Tax Credit Work? 
Adapted from “8 Things You Need To Know About  

The 2020 Payroll Tax Credit” 

There is still a lot of attention on the Small Business Administration 
(SBA) loans being offered. However, there is another federal benefit 
that may apply to you, called the Employee Retention Credit or The 
Payroll Tax Credit. 
This credit is in response to one of the many pandemic-related stimulus 
bills passed by Congress in March. The credit is to help keep employees 
on the payroll for as long as possible by providing some tax incentives 
to do so. 
 Businesses must be impacted by COVID 19 between March 12, 2020 

and December 31, 2020. 
 You can not take this credit if you opted into the Paycheck Protection 

Program also known as PPP. 
 However, the credit is in addition to the tax credit for Emergency 

Family Medical Leave. 
 You must show that your business had to shut down due to 

government orders or that there was a 50% or greater loss of 
revenue during the same quarter of the previous year. 

 The credit is 50% of up to $10,000 of each employee’s wages 
(including healthcare premiums) each quarter through December 31, 
2020. 

 This credit is taken against the employer’s share of FICA. For 
Agriculture that would be form 943. 

 What ever portion of the tax credit you do not use will be considered 
an over-payment of payroll taxes and will be returned to you. 

 Or better yet, this credit can be used to offset or hold back on your 
tax deposits which allows you to hold onto your cash a little longer. 

How does it work? 
Example. Eligible employer pays Employee B $8,000 in qualified 
wages in Q2 2020 and $8,000 in qualified wages in Q3 2020. The credit 
available to the employer for the qualified wages paid to Employee B is 
equal to $4,000 in Q2 and $1,000 in Q3 due to the overall limit of 50% 
of up to $10,000 of qualified wages per employee for all calendar 
quarters. 
Be sure to keep supporting records for the tax credit you are claiming. 
Keep all employment tax records for at least four years.  

For frequently asked question connect with information found on the 
IRS website at www.irs.gov and search for Payroll Tax Credit.  

Residential Agriculture Discount Reminder: 
Do not forget to fill out and submit your application and supporting 
documentation for the R.A.D. program thru National Grid or NYSEG. 
The discount will take effect on or near the September 2020 meter 

reading. Applications are due July 1, 2020.  
Application forms can be found at:  

https://www.nationalgridus.com/media/pdfs/our-company/rad-
application.pdf or https://www.nyseg.com/ 

http://www.irs.gov
https://www.nationalgridus.com/media/pdfs/our-company/rad-application.pdf
https://www.nationalgridus.com/media/pdfs/our-company/rad-application.pdf
https://www.nyseg.com/


Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP):  
What Can Producers Expect from Direct Payment Feature? 

By Marylynn Collins 

No Health Insurance? High Deductible?   
If you are 40 years old or older The Cancer Services Program may be able to help you 

get screenings for, Breast, cervical or colon cancer.   
Call 1-888-345-0225 for information. 

 In mid April the USDA released news of a portion of the CARES 
Act that is intended to help agricultural businesses impacted by the on 
going COVID 19 pandemic. At press time of this issue the final details 
of how direct payments will be calculated for both dairy and beef 
producers is yet to be determined. Here is the information we know at 
this time. In order to be eligible for direct payments under the CFAP 
program a producer must have experienced at least a 5% reduction in 
prices between January and April 2020. It goes without saying that 
most agricultural commodities have indeed suffered significant losses 
during the first two quarters of 2020. Payments will be based on actual 
production and actual losses producers incurred from product price 
declines and supply chain disruptions.  
 An article featured on American Farm Bureau’s Market Intel 
website further explains the process for determining direct payments: 
USDA has disclosed the payments are determined using two 
calculations. One part of the payment will be determined from price 
losses that occurred January 1 through April 15; Producers will be 
compensated for 85% of the price loss during that period. The other 
part of the payment calculation is derived from losses from April 15 
through the next two quarters, for which producers will be 
compensated 30% of expected losses. 
 This CFAP funding will be accessible thru Farm Service Agency.  
If you have yet to establish your farm business with FSA, you are 
strongly encouraged to make an appointment with your local office and 
participate in this program.  
 In preparation for the upcoming application process for the CFAP 
payments, USDA offered a brief and moderately informative webinar to 
assist producers in preparing for the enrollment of this program. The 
webinar did not disclose the specifics of the program, how calculations 
would be determined or when the application process would open. If 
your farm business has never worked with Farm Service Agency in the 
past you are encouraged to call your local FSA office and schedule an 
over the phone appointment to become established. The application 
process will require that several forms be completed and filed with the 
FSA office.  
 Farms with a working relationship with FSA will likely already 
have the required documents on file. Farms who have applied for and 
qualified for Payroll Protection Program or Emergency Income Disaster 
Loan (EIDL) funds are still eligible to receive CFAP direct payments. 
Please note that final details on payment amounts will be announced 
once the CFAP final rulings are determined. Application forms and 
detailed information can be found online at www.farmers.gov/CFAP.  

http://www.farmers.gov/CFAP


Signs of recovery in beef packing…but how fast? 
Derrell S. Peel, Ok State University Ext. Livestock Marketing Specialist 
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 COVID-19 began impacting workers at beef packing plants in 
early April. In the last five weeks, cattle slaughter decreased by an 
average of 27 percent year over year. This compares to the previous 
five weeks in March, when cattle slaughter averaged 5.5 percent higher 
than year ago levels. The impacts got progressively worse for four 
weeks with weekly slaughter dropping by 17.1 percent the week of April 
11 to a decrease of 36.8 percent year over year in the week ending May 
2. There is glimmer of hope, however. Last week estimated cattle 
slaughter was 452,000 head, still down 32.2 percent year over year, 
but up 6.4 percent from the prior week. This hopefully indicates the 
beginning of recovery of packing capacity in the coming weeks.  
 Risks remain however and it is not clear how fast packing plant 
capacity will recover. New safety measures and work protocols likely 
mean that effective maximum capacity in beef packing plants will be 
reduced compared to pre-COVID-19 levels. It will likely take many 
weeks for slaughter rates to catch up with the growing backlog of fed 
cattle and get the industry current once again. Meantime, all sectors of 
the industry are responding to the need to slow cattle down and hold 
them longer in a variety of production settings before proceeding to 
finish in feedlots. Fed cattle weights are increasing and pushing carcass 
weights higher counter-seasonally.  
 The latest actual weekly slaughter shows steer carcass weights 
at 891 pounds, higher than the three prior weeks and up 37 pounds 
from the same period last year. Heifer carcasses are currently 24 
pounds heavier year over year. Steer and heifer carcass weights 
typically reach a seasonal low in late May.  
 Beef production dropped sharply in April resulting in some 
shortages of fresh beef in retail grocery stores and restaurants. In the 
five weeks ending May 9, total beef production was down nearly 690 
million pounds year over year. In the worst week ending May 2, 
estimated total beef production was 347.1 million pounds, down 190.5 
million pounds from the same week last year.  
 Estimated beef production last week was down 31 percent year 
over year but was up 5.9 percent from the prior week, reflecting the 
slight increase in cattle slaughter last week. Total 2020 beef production 
forecasts have only been slightly reduced from previous projections and 
are still at or near a record level of 27.2 billion pounds. However, the 
timing during the year is drastically altered with second quarter beef 
production forecast down 13.3 percent year over year. Beef production 
will be pushed into the third quarter, which is forecast to be up 5.4 
percent compared to last year. Fourth quarter beef production is 
currently forecast to be just slightly higher year over year 



Exploring Direct Marketing Opportunities  
with a COVID 19 Twist: 

 A webinar conducted by agriculture marketing specialist Matt 
LeRoux served as a timely reminder for producers to remain cognizant of 
their customers’ needs, motivations, desires and buying habits.   
 During this ongoing COVID 19 situation, we are seeing an 
emerging type of consumer that livestock producers interested in direct 
sales can cater to. The COVID Consumer has characteristics of wanting 
to stay home, fewer trips to the grocery store, growing concerns about 
meat shortages and fears of bringing the virus home on their purchases.  
 Consumers under quarantine guidelines have been cooking at 
home more and searching for meal ideas with increased variety. Growing 
concerns over meat shortages has the potential to drive consumers to 
seek out and support local farms and buy in bulk quantities as a way to 
mitigate the risk of shortages. In addition to the typical quarter, half or 
whole animal bulk sales, the webinar helped viewers explore the fixed-
weight quarter and bulk bundles features of direct sales options. 
 LeRoux suggested that for producers diving into direct to 
consumer sales they take time to develop a strategy sentence to hone in 
on their marketing plan. The purpose of this sentence is to help the 
producer flush out the targeted consumer. You would not necessarily use 
this sentence in your marketing efforts, but instead use it for planning 
purposes. For example: “Our farm raises claims/products, for target 
customers who activity/demographic/habits”, can be molded into a final 
strategy sentence that reads: ”All in Good Time Farm raises quality, all 
natural beef for local families who are supportive of a short food supply 
chain, budget minded and place quality over convenience when it comes 
to feeding their family.”   
A link to the recording of the Creating Consumer Friendly Bulk Meat 
Sales webinar can be found at http://blogs.cornell.edu/beefcattle/
producer-resources/creating-consumer-friendly-bulk-meat-sales/.  

http://blogs.cornell.edu/beefcattle/producer-resources/creating-consumer-friendly-bulk-meat-sales/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/beefcattle/producer-resources/creating-consumer-friendly-bulk-meat-sales/


**Postponed until further notice** 
Young Farmers’ Discussion Group:  

Please follow our Facebook page for updates  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CCEoneidacountyAgriculture or 

visit the CCE events page at cceoneida.com/events 

 While we as farmers are currently out in our fields planting our 
crops, checking fence posts, and soil temperature, many of us have 
taken a new step…spending more time behind a computer.   
 Small farms are pivoting their supply chain to meet the “new 
normal” to reach local consumers. With this shift of consumer 
interaction between no-touch deliveries, drive-through pickups, many 
farmers in our area who rely on the community interaction are finding 
the need to meet the demands in creative ways like, e-commerce. 
 There is a silver lining to all of this. With consumers finding 
empty shelves in their local super-market, there has been an increased 
interest in the local-food movement. Better yet, more and more 
consumers are wondering where does their food comes from? And with 
the national supply chain being affected by the pandemic, here is where 
our farmers have a chance to build long-lasting connections within our 
local markets.  
 E-commerce has been around for quite some time. It is quite 
easy to buy your everyday products from large online stores and 
commerce distribution sites (i.e. Amazon & Etsy). Yet, in terms of local 
food, there have been fewer avenues, and with that comes the difficulty 
in finding the best platform for your needs and your capacity as a small 
farmer wearing many, many hats.  
 Start small. Find a plan for your online business and marketing 
to fit your capabilities and your needs. Review farm staff and those 
around you to assist in the start-up process or even for continued 
maintenance. The most important piece, do not bite off too much at one 
time if you are new to e-commerce. Find a plan and a platform that can 
build with your comfortability over time.  
 Connect with our office for more assistance and support. We are 
happy to assist you and connect you to our local experts. 
Alicia Luhrssen-Zombek 
New Ventures, Fresh Markets, Community Coordinator  
AML439@cornell.edu 315 736 3394 ext. 131 

Online Commerce -An Emerging New Role for Farmers 
By: Alicia Luhrssen-Zombek 

CCE Oneida County Agriculture has a group on facebook!  
Join our group today at:   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/CCEoneidacountyAgriculture/ 

Contact Information for Local Agencies that support Agriculture 
NYS DEC 793-2554, Oneida County Soil & Water 736-3334 

USDA Farm Services 736-3316, Oneida County Farm Bureau 1-800-342-4143 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/CCEoneidacountyAgriculture/?source_id=100101783371146
mailto:AML439@cornell.edu
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CCEoneidacountyAgriculture/
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Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 

Farm Flash past & present issues are available on our website  
in FULL COLOR 

www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/newsletters 
 

Weather 
It won’t be news to you. We had a very cold spring. Bill Cox, professor 
emeritus at Cornell has been tracking the weather in NY since his arrival 
at the college over 30 years ago and made the statement “ this was the 
coldest spring ever”. First, a thankyou, to Brymer Humphreys, Paul 
vanLieshout and Mike Brockett for recording daily max and min 
temperatures and rainfall for many years so that we could present this 
information to you. 
In the chart below is the growing degree days we have accumulated 
since the first of April this season. The accumulation of GDDs is base 
86/48 to also help track alfalfa growth and alfalfa weevil development: 

To date we have accumulated 166 GDDs base 48 from April 1st about 
half of what we normally have at this time.  These low temperatures 
have had a significant impact on rate of growth of hay crops and corn 
planting delays. 

We have experienced a reasonably dry spring that followed an early 
snow melt  and rainfall has been moderate  so far this spring: 



The chart below shows growing degree days from May 1st compared 
over a 30 year period in Oneida county: 

You can see that the 2020 season so far is in the bottom third of GDD 
accumulation when compared to the past 30years but we all know that 
this could change tomorrow. 
We don’t have the same amount of data on rainfall for the month of April 
because we were scared to put out rain gauges to early. The graph below 
show the information we have recorded for April in the past 30 years.  
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Weekly scouting report  Did you have a lot of yellow ing in alfalfa 
in your second cutting last year? low yields? Did you identify the cause to 
be potato leaf hopper and use an appropriate measure to manage the 
pest. 
CCE staff scout local fields each week, make notes of crop conditions, 
pests, field conditions and summarize the information into a short weekly 
crop report and make it available to any grower by email. Last year we 
reported a number of local fields with potato leaf hopper populations over 
threshold  and  options for their control. 
In addition,  staff have pheromone traps posted at key locations in the 
county to monitor flights of black cutworm, armyworm and western bean 
cutworm.  
And as if that isn’t enough our staff take hay samples for lab analysis at 
5 locations each week starting the first week of May and report NDF, CP, 
NEL and height of alfalfa at each site showing the rate of change in 
quality each week until the  second week of June.  
How do you get this valuable information? Call CCE 315-736-3394 X 120 
and leave your email address or email me at jjm14@cornell.edu. 
We also summarize the key points into a podcast that you can listen to  
at your convenience. There is an explanation of how you can get the 
podcast in this farm Flash, on page 6. 

Corn 
The moisture levels in local fields were okay for planting before planting 
began. Many growers were delaying planting due to the cold 
temperatures. CCE staff had been checking soil temperatures and they 
were between 40-44F  (5-11-20). We would like to see soil 
temperatures of 50F at planting and for several days after planting to 
avoid seed chilling and population losses.  A few farms with larger 
acreage started planting the first week of May. Our local weather was 
forecasted to change on 5/13 for a 10 day stretch without freezing 
temperatures. 

mailto:jjm14@cornell.edu


Seed corn maggot and wireworm damage  NYS IPM is asking for 
your help. If you see many skips in your corn or soybean fields this 
spring please  call your local CCE agronomist  at 315-736-3394 x 120 
and leave a message with your name and number and the location of 
the field (ie north of rte 5 and east of bungee rd) corn field planted at 
32000 seeds/ac and what seed treatment was used. We will investigate 
and identify if the population loss was caused by seed corn maggot or 
wireworm. This anonymous information will be shared with NYS IPM 
statewide. The intent is to document the occurrence of damage from 
these pests in NYS. 
Black cutworm and true armyworm  
 Neither of these pests overwinter in NY. The adult moths are trans-

ported by storms from the south and west 
 The black cutworm moths were looking for grasses and winter annual 

broadleaf weeds like chickweed, shepards purse, etc., to lay their 
eggs. The armyworm moths were strictly looking for grasses to lay 
their eggs on. 

 Larva hatch in 5-10 days  black cutworm eggs hatch after 90GDDs, 
armyworm eggs hatch after 133GDDs (base 50F) 

 Their larval cycle is 28-35 days while they damage our crop  with 
much of the damage caused at the end of the cycle. 

 Best time to scout is dusk or dawn– the larva hide during the day 
and feed at night. When scouting for cutworm look for cut plants and 
larva, they tend to work up the row. When scouting for armyworm 
look for tattered leaves, frass (poop) and the larva 

 If you have 5% loss in an area and larva are 1/2” or less consider 
treating the area with an appropriate insecticide  and a 20-40’ border 
around the affected area 

 Significant population losses can occur with large infestations of 
black cutworm at seedling to 3 leaf stage.  

 Personal experience: have seen more cutworm damage in corn then 
in soybeans or wheat. I have witnessed significant yield loss in grass 
hay fields small grains and corn caused by armyworm. 

The charts below summarize the number of moths of both black cut-
worm and armyworm counted  in traps located in Oneida County. One of 
the main takeaways is the date and number of moths show when flights 
occurred. The hatch of these pests occurred:  

Black cutworm Armyworm 



Postemergence weed control in corn 
Glyphosate tolerant  corn:  probably one of the better programs where 
annual broadleaf and grasses are already  germinated  and you have 
nutsedge as well as some perennial broad leaf weeds is the 
combination of glyphosate and Yukon ( permit and banvel).  
If you only have annual grasses and broadleaf weeds that are up and 
small then halex ( glyphosate+ dual+ callisto. 

Steadfast or accent can control annual grasses that are less then 1” in 
height. 
Banvel will control many broadleaf weeds and can be applied early to 
control annuals but should be applied late (near flowering stage) on 
perennials to provide the greatest level of control. 
In addition impact and Laudis will control a number of broad leaf annual 
weeds. 
Side dressing nitrogen in Corn   Most growers apply 10-30lbs of 
nitrogen placed 2x2 from the seed at planting. If you are in the 3rd or 
later rotation of continuous corn and no manure has been applied you 
have a significant need for additional nitrogen. Most of the research 
points towards an optimal application timing at v6 stage (6 collars). If 
you only applied 10lbs of N at planting and have low OM in the soil and 
no manure N then your corn will need that second application to be 
applied at v4 or v5 stage. There are studies that show that placement 
does matter. Place the nitrogen close to the 
roots but not too close.  Some growers who 
apply a liquid N source have employed “Y” 
applicators applying the N in two streams 
on either side of the corn roots. This 
accomplishes two things: the first is that it 
splits the application avoiding putting a high 
concentration of  nitrogen in just one 
location avoiding injury to the roots and  
yet placing the lower level of N closer to the 
roots  on both sides of the plant.  

“Y drop system”  



Remember that if you are applying N to the soil surface and rain is not 
in the forecast to consider using a urease inhibitor. 

You can see in the chart above that between the v6 and v7 stage the 
corn plant goes through its extension phase growing rapidly in its 
vegetative stages and that as the plant grows it’s need  for nitrogen 
grows. 
Corn research   CCE staff are collaborating w ith NYSIPM weed 
specialist Bryan Brown and a local Verona dairy farmer in  planting a 
demonstration plot comparing cultivation and postemergence herbicide 
application to control bindweed. In addition a 
second year of trials will be planted in western 
and northern NY documenting the efficacy of 
selected herbicides on the control of waterhemp 
in both corn and soybeans. 
Wheat normally produces a head in the 
first week to 10 days into June. After head 
emergence  anthers appear and mark a time 
frame when wheat is most vulnerable to 
infection from fusarium.  

Wheat with flowers  

The presence of the disease inoculum combined with humidity deter-
mine the extent of infection and potential for mycotoxin  production and 
a severe reduction in quality and price. Penn State tracks weather and 
provides a model to predict the potential for fusarium infection when 
you enter a little information. To use this model go to this link    
http://www.wheatscab.psu.edu/riskTool.html .  
 

http://www.wheatscab.psu.edu/riskTool.html


Hay: Alfalfa  has probably just been harvested. Some growers 
may want to apply manure or potassium to their alfalfa fields after 
harvest. This should be accomplished immediately following harvest 
to avoid injury to the crowns. It is a great time to mark fields 
harvested on your calendar so you can set a target date 32 days later 
for your second harvest for high quality dairy hay.  
CCE Hay quality Project 
Forage  Quality: Each year  you get another chance  to put up 
high quality forage for your herd.  The first cut of hay is a critical time 
period. Nearly half the hay on your land is harvested in that first cut 
putting greater weight on trying to harvest all that forage at peak 
quality for your livestock. At the time of writing this (5-18-20)  we 
have had a very cold April that has significantly reduced the rate of 
growth of alfalfa and to a lesser extent the  rate of growth of grasses. 
Normally at this date (5-18-20) grass stands would have peaked in 
ideal NDF. We will be sampling again tomorrow (5-19-20) but the last 
grass samples were well below ideal harvest NDFs. Yield will be less 
for 1st cut this year. 
Goal NDF for grasses is 48-55, which means that these grass 
fields should be harvested when alfalfa in a neighboring field is 14” 
tall.  
Goal NDF for clear alfalfa fields is 39-43, which means that 
these fields should be harvested when the tallest alfalfa plants are 28
- 32” tall. 
Mixed alfalfa grass stands ideal NDF are between these two 
and vary depending on the percent of grass in the stand. Jerry 
Cherney, Forage specialist at Cornell and field staff all around the 
state participated in 2 years of field sampling to develop a chart to 
help you use two factors: alfalfa height and % grass in your stand to  
identify the ideal time to harvest your individual fields. That 
information is contained in the chart below:  This system may not 
work this season because the extremely cold April and its impact on 
alfalfa growth. 
Oneida County field staff also obtain hay samples from 5 farms 
across Oneida county each Tuesday. These samples are 
analyzed by Dairyone and results are sent back to CCE that Thursday. 
CCE shares this information by email with over 100 local producers 
and agribusinesses on a weekly basis. This information is also posted 
to our website and on facebook. 

Field: Augusta 
Elevation: 1050ft 
Soil: 109B Cazenovia 
silt loam 
Slope: nearly level  
Planted: 2017 



Date alfalfa percent calcium NDF Crude NEL predicted 

  height grass     protein   harvest 

              date 

5/5 7 40 1.23 27.9 33 0.75 too early 

 5/12  7  50  1.16  29.2  26  0.75   

This information is provided for 5 sites (Boonville, Ava, Augusta, 
Deansboro and Cassville) elevations from 1000 to over 1300ft and 
stands from 100% grass to 95% alfalfa on a weekly basis until harvest. 

Alfalfa weevil  may have been delayed in development because of 
our cool spring and may be present in your stand after harvest. You can 
quickly assess the situation by sweeping your fields to see if larva are 
present still and use their size to determine if they are near the end of 
their larval cycle. This occurs after they have reached 3/8” in size. 50 
percent of the 50 stems you collect would have to show “shot hole” feeding 
with larva that are less than 3/8” to warrant treatment. 
Potato leaf hopper  this is the time of year that rainstorms can 
bring potato leaf hopper (PLH) to our area. We know that  PLH can cause 
significant yield and quality losses in our alfalfa fields. The only way to 
assess if they are causing economic damage is to sweep fields and count 
PLH in a minimum of 3 sets of 10 sweeps. CCE staff will be scouting fields 
in our area and reporting their results in a weekly crop report  by email to 
any growers who want this information. To receive this email just email 
this address jjm14@cornell.edu and leave your name and email address.  
The chart below can serve as a guide to determine if treatment is 
necessary.  At the top of the chart is the height range of the alfalfa in the 
field, in the next row is the letter N which indicates that no management is 
needed, The column labelled “M” means that management is needed.  If 
your alfalfa is 6” tall and  had 9 or less PLH in the net after 30 sweeps you 
are under threshold and don’t need to treat the field. If the grower in this 
example  had 20 or more PLH in the net after 30 sweeps then the field 
would be  over the economic threshold and should be sprayed with a 
labelled insecticide. If your alfalfa had been much taller, say 28”, and 
therefore within 10 days of harvest then you could harvest early in place of 
spraying the field. 

Potato Leafhopper Sequential Scouting Plan 
Sweep  <3"  3" - 7"  8" - 10"   >10" 
Set  N    M                N         M   N         M   N         M 

1  *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 
2  *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 
3  2    *    9  9    *    20   19  *  41   44   *  75 
4  4    *   11  14  *   25   29  *  50   64   *  95  
5  5    *   13  18  *   30   39  *  60   84   * 115 
6  7    *   15  23  *   35   49  *  70   104 * 135 
7  9    *   16  28  *   40   59  *  80   124 * 155 
8  11  *  18  33  *   45   69  *  90   144 * 175 
9  13  *  20  28  *   49   79  * 100   164 * 195  

10  19      20  49       50   99  * 100   199    200 

Each sweep set=10 sweeps * indicates need to sample another set 
NYMPH 

ADULT 

mailto:jjm14@cornell.edu


Meadow fescue trial   Jerry Cherney , Cornell Forage Specialist, 
showed that meadow fescue is probably one of the best companion 
grasses for alfalfa for a highly digestible forage, for dairy cattle, in trials 
conducted across the state. A local farm collaborated with Jerry by 
hosting one of those initial trials. They have stepped up again to 
collaborate on an extension of those initial trials.  Jerry has established a 
new trial in Cassville and several other locations in NY to evaluate the 
performance and quality of 10 meadow fescue cultivars at 3 seeding 
rates in swards with low lignin alfalfa.   
Soybeans  and glyphosate application A reasonable guide for 
timing glyphosate application in glyphosate tolerant soybeans is 
sometime between the 3rd and 4th week after planting. Most local 
growers only use glyphosate to control weeds in their soybean fields. 
Timing is an important factor as mentioned above- spraying when the 
annual grasses and broadleaf weeds are small and more susceptible. The  
second factor is using the correct rate of glyphosate, read the label and 
choose the rate that fits your weed problems and their size at the time of 
application: 

In addition you may improve your success in controlling weeds with 
glyphosate by using the correct adjuvant. We have hard water in areas 
of the county. Using the correct adjuvant can prevent tie of the active 
ingredient improving control. Finally, applying the correct amount of car-
rier to deliver the glyphosate  can significantly improve control. Many 
growers use pre emergence herbicides. These products are applied to 
the soil at a rate of 20 gallons per acre. The intent is to apply an even  
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amount of the active ingredients across the soil setting up a barrier that 
weed seedlings grow through taking up the product which provides 
control. Glyphosate has no effect when it hits the soil. It is only taken 
up by the foliage so the recommendation is to apply at a rate of 10 
gallons per acre to get good coverage of the foliage. Doubling that rate 
will result in much of the product rolling off the foliage onto the soil 
where it has no effect. Most nozzle tips have a range at 30-45psi that 
can do either 20 gals/ac or 10gals/ac but 
not both. 
 Most local growers do not have a 
problem with glyphosate resistant weeds 
because they have a good rotation of 
crops and herbicide usage that has 
prevented the buildup of resistance. It is  
important to understand that these 
weeds are present in 
fields in the state of New 
York and that we may 
start to see them in our 
fields. Four weeds have 
been found with 
glyphosate and other 
herbicide family 
resistance:  waterhemp, 
palmer amaranth, giant 
ragweed and marestail. 
Below are some pictures 
of these weeds: 

      Palmer        Powell           Redroot    Smooth    Waterhemp 

Marestail 



Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans           Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing           Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services      Business Planning  

   Tax Services           Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 
 

7397 State Hwy 80, Cooperstown, NY  13326 
(800) 762-3276  FAX (607) 282-3005 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

 CAROLINA EASTERN-VAIL, INC. 

Fertilizer · Crop Protection 
Seed · Custom Application 

  

Tom Hartnett, CCA 
Certified Crop Advisor 

  
(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 
8341 St Rt.20 · Oriskany Falls, NY 13425 

 

 

31 Meadow Street—PO Box 262 
Clinton, NY  13323 

 

315-853-6151 
www.clintontractor.net 

PO Box 65            Office: 315.841.8886  
7610 State Route 20               800.852.5003 
Sangerfield, NY 13455        Fax: 315.841.4405 

Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

Warner Sales & Service, Inc. 
 
6470 Greenway New London Rd. 
Rome, NY  13440 
315.336.0311 
Email: sales@warners.com 

SALES—Service— Rentals 

H.P Farmer’s Co-op Inc. 
more than a farm store 

Milk Marketing Since 1936 
 

Full Service Farm Supply Store 
 

Nutrena, Blue Seal & Poulin Feeds, Bale 
Wrap, Twine, Fencing Supplies, Cedar 

Fence Posts, Red Wing & Dry Shod Boots 
and More! 

9560 Depot Street, Holland Patent, NY 
315-865-5281 

 Mark Smith       PO Box 1018 
Smith Ag Service     Morrisville, NY 13408 
 
      315-447-7579 Mobile 
       Email: mark@smithagservice.com 



GARY F. NIEDZIELSKI 
Agent 
239 Academy Street 
Boonville, NY 13309-1329 
 
PH:  800.735.3276 
Fax: 315.942.3178 
Email:  gary.niedzielski@american-national.com 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 

Home of: 

Quickcow 

Booster 

Quickcow Caps 

Custom Minerals 

Milk 

Replacers 

Minerals 

“Let the Performance Begin” 
Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 
315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for   
over 35 years 

Performance 
PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  

Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

Waterville, NY  13480 
315-841-8411 or 315-841-8410 

Retail:  FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
Custom Mixing & Grinding 

Hi Mag Lime, Pesticides 
Grow Right Fertilizer 
Soy Bean Roasting 

Corn Drying 

Representing American National Life Insurance Company of NY.       
Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company. United Farm Family  
Insurance Company. Glenmont, New York 85830.V3.08.2016 

 

Robert Pawlowski 
Zennyll Farms 
Channel Seedsman 
 
6747 Stoltz Rd. 
Verona, NY  13478 

315-335-2210 cell 
 
www.channel.com 

bob.pawlowski@channelseedsman.com 

 Andy Dugan, PAS 
General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 
 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 
7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

Contact Information for Local 
Agencies that support Agriculture 

 
NYS DEC 315-793-2554,  

 
Oneida Co Soil & Water 315-736-3334 

 
USDA Farm Services 315-736-3316 

 
Oneida County Farm Bureau 

1-800-342-4143 
 

Farm Net 1-800-547-3276 

                  AMERICAN NATIONAL® 
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