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Farmers' Legal Action Group published an update of its Farmers' Guide to COVID-19
Relief, dated April 27, 2020. This update reflects program changes and additions
signed into law on April 24, 2020, to provide further economic relief from the
COVID-19 pandemic. The Guide includes programs found in the the Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act). The guide is available free
online. 
 

USDA APHIS Establishing Coordination Center to Assist
Producers Affected by Meat Processing Plant Closures
 

American livestock and poultry producers are facing an unprecedented emergency
due to COVID-19, particularly with the closing of meat processing plants in several
states. USDA is leading the federal response by working in coordination with the
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Vice President’s Task Force, the CDC, OSHA, Department of Labor, industry, state
and local governments, and others across the federal family to mitigate the impacts
of COVID-19 on producers. We will continue to seek solutions to ensure the
continuity of operations and return to production as quickly, safely and as health
considerations allow at these critical facilities.

While this work continues, the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) is establishing a National Incident Coordination Center to provide direct
support to producers whose animals cannot move to market as a result of
processing plant closures due to COVID-19. Going forward, APHIS’ Coordination
Center, State Veterinarians, and other state officials will be assisting to help identify
potential alternative markets if a producer is unable to move animals, and if
necessary, advise and assist on depopulation and disposal methods.

Additionally, APHIS will mobilize and deploy assets of the National Veterinary
Stockpile as needed and secure the services of contractors that can supply
additional equipment, personnel, and services, much as it did during the large-
scale Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza emergency in 2015.

Additionally, the USDA’s Natural Resources and Conservation Service (NRCS) will be
providing state level technical assistance to producers and will provide cost share
assistance under the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) in line with
program guidelines for disposal.

Please contact Todd Johnson, DVM at USDA APHIS Veterinary Services for known
impacts of livestock and poultry production and supply chain disruptions.
Todd.e.johnson@usda.gov
 

 

Cornell Ag Workforce Website

Stimulus Funding Available for
Agriculture
If you are an ag business that was unable to take
advantage of the SBA EIDL Loan/Advance Program
 there is good news! The EIDL Advance/Loan portal re-
opened on May 4th. The re-opening of the portal is for
agricultural businesses that were previously ineligible
for the program. New non-agricultural business
applications will not be accepted.

The portal will be opened for a limited period, and it is
recommended that you apply as soon as possible. The
link to the portal is: http://www.sba.gov/Disaster

If you have already applied under the streamlined
application (March 30th to program closure), there is
no need to re-apply. If you are unfamiliar with the EIDL
program, we included it in a recent fact sheet
https://bit.ly/3eW0inq.

 

http://sullivan.ccext.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=307&qid=33580
http://sullivan.ccext.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=308&qid=33580


Click Here to Learn More

Webinar: Social Media Marketing for
Farmers
Use social media platforms to grow your business! This
webinar will review key considerations for developing a
social media plan, such as how and what to post to
target specific audiences, how to create hashtags that
help increase your outreach, and how to turn followers
into consumers.

Presenters will explain why social media is an
important tool to use to tell the story of your farm and
brand. She will show-and-tell what has worked best
for Full Belly Farm and how they have used Facebook
and Instagram to stay connected to their customer
base. Muller will share how Full Belly Farm generates
new followers and how they turn those followers into
Full Belly Farm product consumers. Learn all about
posting strategies, which platforms are the most
beneficial to use as a farmer, and how to create a
cohesive cross-platform brand that will help expand
your business. 

In the final segment of the webinar, CCOF certification
staff will highlight best practices for organic labeling
on websites and social media to ensure that your
social media marketing aligns with organic standards
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