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March Agriculture Alert
 

We hope you are well and cared for during this time.  As concerns about COVID-19
increase across the world and our region, most of our daily lives have been
disrupted.  At CCESC, we are concerned about the impacts on the local food system,
including farmers, food businesses, and the customers who rely on them. 

We believe that local food is an investment in the future. By supporting local
farmers today, you are helping to ensure that there will be farms in your community
tomorrow. This is a matter of importance for food security, especially in light of
uncertain times. While your conventional outlets may be seeing shortages, it may be
time to find local markets to source your food supply. We have included a few
helpful sources below for you to consider. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us here at the office or by email.  Our Office
doors are closed to the public, but we are working, shifting our capacity to fill the
roles that are most needed in the community at this time.  We are here for you, and
are sending our support during a strange and troubling time. 

Best, CCESC AG TEAM

 

Protecting Yourself & Loved Ones Financially from COVID-19

The Consumer Financial Protection Board has information ranging from what to do
if you have trouble paying your bills, are facing income loss, or have a problem with
a financial service. Consumer Financial Protection Bureau - Impacts of the
coronavirus

The Attorney General of New York State has detailed information on Coronavirus
resources and warnings on current consumer scams. NY Attorney General Website

Small Business Administration Economic Industry Disaster Loans

Eligible small businesses may now apply for SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loans
at U.S. Small Business Administration - Disater Loan Assitance website.  Businesses
can take advantage of free assistance offered by SBA’s network of Resource Partners
for help with preparing their loan applications. They may visit the SBA website to
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find local help. The NYS Small Business Development Center network recommends
submitting a request for assistance online at the New York Small Business
Development Center

New York Extension Disaster Education Network

Deeply embedded in the fabric of local communities, Cornell Cooperative Extension
has both an opportunity and an obligation to act in good faith to serve New York
residents when crises arise. Our mission mandates we “put knowledge to work,” and
this means being a trusted source for up-to-date information on how to prepare
for, what to do during, and how to act after disaster situations.  The New York
Extension Disaster Education Network (NY EDEN) is a collaborative educational
network based at Cornell University and dedicated to educating New York residents
about preventing, preparing for and recovering from emergencies and disasters.
They have several resources related to COVID-19 for food industry, farms, finances
and companion animals. 

 

Farm Resiliency
To support you in this trying time, the Cornell Small
Farms Program would like to offer you FREE access for
any TWO of their online courses through the end of
April. These learning opportunities can help build local
food security during the COVID-19 pandemic, and
beyond. They have set up a farm resilience resource
page that brings together information and resources
from our partners in CCE and other agencies, as well
as learning opportunities to help you adapt for this
season. They will also be hosting some themed
farmer-to-farmer discussions starting next week. Stay
tuned by ensuring you subscribe to Cornell Small
Farms emails.

Cornell Agricultural Workforce Resources:
The Ag Workforce Journal provides news, updates, and
other helpful information for the agricultural industry.
There are a resources on COVID-19 prevention and
control for farms at Cornell Agricultural Workforce
Development's webiste.

 

Are You A Direct Marketing Farmer?

New York State issued a statement that farms growing food, farmers’ markets and
farm stands (CSAs included) are essential businesses, and are therefore not
restricted by the state’s guidance for mass gatherings and workforce reductions.

The New York Farmers Market Federation has general food safety protocols.

NC State Extension has a COVID-19 FAQ and outlines steps for farmers markets.

Grow NYC’s Greemarkets are implementing changes such as only allowing
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producers and staff to handle items, spacing out farm stands, among other things.

The Farmers Market Coalition is regularly updating their website with news and
updates on COVID-19 from around the country as local/regional rules change that
may affect farmers markets.

We also recommend you regularly visit the NYS Department of Agriculture and
Markets' official COVID-19 page for further details and latest guidance as it relates
to agriculture.

 

Direct Connections to Farmers for Consumers
CADE has set up a new list for customers looking for
how to reach their favorite local food producers with
products available NOW, and to make new
connections. Check out their current list at CADE's Buy
Local Farms List    

Farmers who wish to be listed can fill out a simple
form by filling out this farmers survey.

 

Catskills Food Hub Marketplace

Buy Local - Retail Program
Did you know that you can shop for local Catskill
Region Farm products right from the convience of your
devices? Check out the Catskills Food Hub's online
market place and shop now and all year long for local
products. The market place is a-la carte and there are
convientent pick up locations located around Sullivan
County.

 

Barryville Farmers Market Ordering Details

The Victory Garden Project: Farm-Fresh Food
Inspired by a time in American history when citizens
were encouraged to be resourceful, creative and
proactive, the Barryville Farmers’ Market is launching
the Victory Garden Project. 

WHAT IT IS:  They are offering a choice of three
Barryville Farmers’ Market tote bags filled with
offerings from our local farmers: Bialecki Farms, Twin
Brook Farms, Quails R Us Plus, Tonjes Dairy,
Beaverdam Brook Farm and Hilly Acres. Choose
from The Omnivore - $52 (vegetables, dairy and
meat), The Carnivore - $63 (meat only) and The
Sausage Lover - $87 (sausage only). BAGS ARE PRE-
PACKED AND NOT CUSTOMIZABLE AT THIS TIME.
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Looking to purchase Hay?
Apple Pond Farm and Renewable Energy Center has 70
round bale, 1st cuttings for sale. They bails can be
picked up in Callicoon Center on the Farm, and they
are able to support in loading. If you are interested
please reach out to Dick or Sonja Riseling at 845-482-
4764 or sonja@applepondfarm.com

64 Ferndale-Loomis Rd  l  Liberty, NY 12754

Phone: 845-292-6180 
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