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May 19, 2020 
 
Dear Campers and Families, 
 
     These have been challenging times as the country and the world deals with the COVID-19 pandemic. Over the past few 
months, year-round staff at Sea Explorers Marine Camp have been communicating with Cornell Cooperative Extension, the 
American Camp Association and local officials to determine if, and under what conditions, camp should open. With the camp 
season only a month away and very little concrete guidance, we have decided not to open camp for summer 2020. The news 
in the past week that some children may suffer severe health consequences after exposure to the virus reinforces our 
decision. 
     Many factors were considered in arriving at this outcome, but number one was the health and safety of campers and staff. 
Preliminary guidance for health screening, social distancing, disinfection and other safety requirements appears to be 
exceptionally difficult to sustain in a camp setting. The availability of sufficient protective materials and supplies is unclear. 
Since we don’t know in which phase of reopening summer camps will eventually fall (currently Phase Four) and since Suffolk 
County has not yet been authorized for Phase One, we feel it’s only fair to give families and employees the opportunity to 
seek other options this summer. 
     Sea Explorers would love to be able to continue to develop curriculum and offer you camp options for next summer, so if 
you would like to donate to Sea Explorers Marine Camp, supporting the Sport Fishing Education Center, please email me at 
tm353@cornell.edu. 
     It is with genuine sadness and a deep sense of loss that we have arrived at this decision, but we feel that it best serves our 
families and community members. While the challenges presented by the illness have drastically altered our way of life, it 
also affords us an opportunity to redefine and even reinvent camp so that summer 2021 may be better than ever. 
     We are here for you and we recognize that campers and their families are in need of some different and fun activities, so 
please visit our new CCE Marine Digital Education website at ccemarinedigitaled.org for many fun and educational marine 
science topics that will enhance and your child’s distance learning. 
We will continue to post and/or email you any updates we may have on other programs we may offer, either virtually or on-
site, once we have more concrete answers as to the status of this unique situation. 
     We are continuing to develop programming that we can offer you throughout the summer.  Sea Explorers would love to 
hear feedback as to how we can help you and your family this summer. Please let us know how we can best do that and what 
you would be interested in us offering, whether it be in-person, virtual, etc.  Your feedback is much appreciated!  Please 
email me at tm353@cornell.edu. 
 
Please stay safe and know that you all will be missed. 
 
                                                        Sincerely, 

                                                                                                                                                                  
 
 
                               Tracy Marcus 
                               Camp Director and Marine Educator 
                               Sea Explorers Marine Camp  


