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Introduction 

In addition to being one of the best spring raptor migration 

sites on the continent, Braddock Bay is also home to a 

unique concentration of raptors in late summer.  This is the 

result of the natal dispersal of several species, but primarily 

Red-tailed Hawks (Buteo jamaicensis).  Natal dispersal is 

defined as a permanent movement away from an animal’s 

birth site, or in the case of birds, their nesting site.  In late 

summer, young raptors are chased away from the nesting 

territory by their parents.  During this time, and prior to fall 

migration for some species, hawks and other raptors are 

(Continued on page 2) 

Red-tailed Hawk. Photo by Ed Sailer 

A new spring season is upon us, and a very unique one at that.  

Normally the front page of our spring newsletter is all about our 

annual Bird of Prey Days festival.  Sadly, this event and all our other 

education programs have been put on hold indefinitely due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  Needless to say, all of us at BBRR are 

disappointed about the cancellations, and we are certain that a lot of 

our loyal supporters are, too.  But even through this difficult time, the birds still come, and 

with their arrival they bring us a sense of comfort and constancy that is so very much 

needed right now.   

Every spring we can depend on migration happening all around us, yet the specifics of what 

we see and when it happens always leave us guessing a bit.  This is the attraction that brings 

many of us out to see and document whatever we can.  BBRR volunteers continue to 

monitor the birds as much as possible in this challenging time.  We are thrilled to welcome 

back David Brown as our lead raptor counter this year.  David not only documents the 

migration numbers just as the many counters before him have, but also does so with his 

talents as a photographer.  His daily posts to our Facebook page help everyone from near 

and far enjoy the count without even having to be there in person.    

Programs may be on hold, but our mission of raptor research and education remains 

constant.  We will be planning for the next Bird of Prey Days in 2021, and look forward to 

getting back into the community and welcoming groups to Braddock Bay in the near future.  

I hope you enjoy this newsletter and thank you for supporting our work for the raptors. 

A New Spring—President’s Message, by Daena Ford 

2019 Summer Raptor Count—by Daena Ford 



wandering about the landscape, finding their way in the world to a new territory.  In our area, just like in the spring, 

southerly winds can bring many of those raptors to Braddock Bay, following the Lake Ontario shore in the same manner.   

Late summer natal dispersal flights have been documented for decades at Braddock Bay, but not in as consistent of a 

manner as the spring migration flights.  BBRR has mainly focused research efforts on this phenomenon through banding 

studies.  Since 1984, in late summer (primarily August), banders at Braddock Bay have banded over 10,000 Red-tailed 

Hawks!  There has been some effort by individual members of BBRR to conduct counts at the hawkwatch over the years as 

well, but the effort has been inconsistent in both the timing and duration that the counts have been conducted.  Still, BBRR 

archives show that as many as 7,330 raptors have been tallied in a single summer season (2002), and as many as 2,725 in a 

single day (8/17/09).  The majority of those counted have been juvenile Red-tailed Hawks. 

Plans for a more official summer count began in the fall of 2018, and were implemented for the first time in the summer of 

2019.  A team of volunteer counters was lead by Daena Ford and Mike Tetlow. The primary goal of this count is to 

document the magnitude of the natal dispersal of Red-tailed Hawks through the Braddock Bay area by following a consistent 

data collection protocol.  A secondary goal is to document the occurrence of other raptor species during this time frame as 

well.  This report will share the methodology and results of the count.   

Methodology 

The Summer Raptor Count follows a methodology similar to that of the Spring Migration Raptor Count at Braddock Bay 

conducted by BBRR.  In order to bring as much consistency to the count as possible, the following guidelines were set, and 

will be followed year to year:  

a. Daily coverage is from August 1 through August 31, with the exception of inclement weather.  

b. Coverage shall take place daily for a minimum of 2 hours per day, regardless of wind direction.   

c. Official observers (counters) shall consist of 1 or 2 volunteers.  Other volunteers may assist with the watch in scribing, 

taking additional age and sex data when appropriate, and/or covering part of the flight (when experience level is 

appropriate). 

d. The number of watch sites shall be limited to one, which will be at Braddock Bay Park 

e. Weather data, as well as flight characteristics, are taken hourly in accordance with the standards set forth by the Hawk 

Migration Association of North America (HMANA).  

f.  All raptors determined to be migrating shall be recorded throughout each hour for the duration of the day’s count.   

g. When possible, age of raptors shall be noted (primarily a determination between adult and immature)  

Results 

The 2019 Summer Raptor Count was conducted for 33 days, for a total of 116.8 hours.  The average daily coverage was 3.5 

hours.  Even though the protocol is to begin the count on August 1, conditions were favorable for migration on July 28 & 

29, so counts were conducted on both of those days as well.  There were only two days in which zero birds were counted, 

one day due to rain and the other due to east winds.   

A total of 12 species were observed throughout the duration of the count, for a grand tally of 2,697 individual raptors. (See 

table on page 4 for daily totals) The top four species included Red-tailed Hawk (1,809), Turkey Vulture (361), Broad-winged 

Hawk (307), and Bald Eagle (171).  Red-tailed Hawks made up 67% of the overall count.  A handful of Osprey, Cooper’s 

hawks, Sharp-shinned Hawks and Red-shouldered Hawks collectively made up 1.4% of the count total.  All three local 

falcon species were observed as well, which included 2 American Kestrels and 1 Merlin.  Peregrine falcon was the most 

numerous of the three species at 5 individuals.  One of those peregrines was observed harassing a Broad-wing, Red-tail and 

Bald Eagle within the same kettle!   

(2019 Summer Raptor Count—Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The highest daily count came early in the month on August 8, with a total of 535 raptors.  It was a very dramatic weather 

day, which caused some great bursts of raptors before and after a storm front.  It also happened to be the one day when our 

spring counter David Brown decided to pay a visit from Pennsylvania.  He sure picked a good day!  The following 

observations are quoted from the day’s report by Mike Tetlow, which is testament to how exciting migration can be at 

Braddock Bay.   

The first three hours of the count featured SW winds, gradually thickening clouds, and a steady flight of Red-tailed and 

Broad-winged Hawks ahead of a storm front, which reached Braddock at 11:15 EST, bringing lightning and torrential 

rain that shut down the count for 45 minutes. Hawks started flying again after the rain, many of them appearing far away 

to our northwest, only scope visible, before flying southeast. Around 2:00 pm EST, an approaching front brought closer 

hawks and a burst of Bald Eagles before rain ended the count. 

The second highest day was on August 18, with an official total of 475 raptors, of which 454 came through in just one hour 

between 10:00-11:00 am EST.  This push of birds also came ahead of a passing storm front.  Unfortunately, volunteer 

counters for the day were unable to continue the count after the rain passed.  However, raptor banders Jill Heimrich and Tim 

Willis were banding at our Payne Beach station (about 2 miles northwest of the hawkwatch) that day and were also keeping 

tally of birds passing by.  They witnessed another push of hawks from 12:00-2:00 pm, which included 161 red-tails.  This 

would have put the total number of Red-tailed Hawks alone that day up to at least 615, meaning that the  day’s total would 

have surpassed that of August 8.  The Payne Beach banding crew banded 21 Red-tailed Hawks that day.  The total number 

of raptors banded for August was 39 Red-tailed Hawks and 1 Red-shouldered Hawk. 

Other Observations 

Even on days with few migrating raptors, there were often “local” or non-migrant raptors there to entertain the counters.  

Most commonly seen were Bald Eagles, Osprey and Red-tailed Hawks.  Other species that showed up from time to time 

were Northern Harriers and Cooper’s Hawks.  A few non-migrant falcons also showed up, including a Merlin that plowed 

through a flock of goldfinches, and Peregrine that was seen diving on two Sandhill Cranes passing by.   

Braddock Bay is home to more than raptors of course.  Some of the sightings of other bird species listed by our counters 

included: American and Least Bittern, Sora, Green Heron, Blue-winged Teal (with a flock of Mallards), Greater and Lesser 

Yellowlegs, Black-bellied Plover, Marbled Godwit, Great Egret, Purple Martin, and Tree and Barn swallows.   
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(2019 Summer Raptor Count—Continued from page 2) 

Summer Raptor Count watchers gather in the shade of the lone hickory tree at Brad-

dock Bay Park.  
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2019 Education Report —by Daena Ford 

Date TV OS BE NH SS CH RS BW RT AK ML PG UB TOTAL 

28-Jul 21 0 29 0 0 0 0 1 94 1 0 0 0 146 

29-Jul 7 0 11 0 0 0 0 2 53 0 0 0 0 73 

1-Aug 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 9 

2-Aug 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 7 

3-Aug 13 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 27 

4-Aug 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

5-Aug 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 3 12 

6-Aug 30 0 11 1 0 0 0 10 144 0 0 0 0 196 

7-Aug 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 12 

8-Aug 29 2 19 0 0 1 0 70 414 0 0 0 0 535 

9-Aug 26 1 2 0 0 0 0 2 29 0 0 0 0 60 

10-Aug 6 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 12 

11-Aug 15 2 5 0 0 0 0 0 21 0 0 0 0 43 

12-Aug 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 43 0 0 0 0 47 

13-Aug 19 0 1 0 1 2 0 8 100 0 0 0 0 131 

14-Aug 37 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 25 0 0 0 0 63 

15-Aug 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 6 

16-Aug 5 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 8 

17-Aug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

18-Aug 0 5 37 0 1 3 2 99 328 0 0 0 0 475 

19-Aug 6 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 93 0 0 0 0 101 

20-Aug 23 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 21 0 0 0 0 45 

21-Aug 14 2 12 0 0 1 1 91 191 0 0 2 0 314 

22-Aug 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 0 0 0 0 31 

23-Aug 9 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 12 

24-Aug 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 5 

25-Aug 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

26-Aug 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

27-Aug 23 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 28 

28-Aug 30 0 11 2 1 1 0 19 131 0 0 3 0 198 

29-Aug 7 0 9 1 0 0 0 0 27 0 0 0 0 44 

30-Aug 3 0 3 1 0 0 0 1 26 0 0 0 0 34 

31-Aug 8 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 8 0 1 0 0 19 

TOTAL 361 13 171 7 3 12 3 307 1809 2 1 5 3 2697 

2019 Summer Raptor Count Daily Totals 

Species Key: TV – Turkey Vulture, OS – Osprey, BE – Bald Eagle, NH – Northern Harrier, SS – Sharp-shinned Hawk, CH – Cooper’s Hawk, RS – Red-shouldered 

Hawk, BW – Broad-winged Hawk, RT – Red-tailed Hawk, AK – American Kestrel, ML – Merlin, PG – Peregrine Falcon, UB – unidentified buteo species 

Last year was a busy and rewarding year for BBRR on the education front.  A variety of programs are offered to teach 

audiences about raptor species and engage them in the migration activity at Braddock Bay.  Organized group programs and 

field trips on site are a great way to experience the raptor migration, and our outreach programs aim to bring a piece of 

Braddock Bay on the road to a variety of groups both near and far. 

One of BBRR’s most popular spring programs are Owl Prowls.  A visit to the Owl Woods with an experienced guide or two 

(Continued on page 5) 



Page  5  Ins ide  the Kett le  

(during the day), offers a unique chance for participants to view both Northern Saw-whet and Long-eared Owls mainly.  

There is a focus on how to find owls, and how to approach them respectfully so they remain undisturbed on their roost site.  

Typically held on Saturday mornings during March and April, reservations are taken ahead of time, and group sizes are 

limited.  This past year, Owl Prowls filled to capacity very quickly, so we decided to give a few weekday prowls a try.  These 

also proved to be popular!  Even though we had to cancel a few dates because of bad weather, we still welcomed 149 

participants to our Owl Prowls.  This was more than double our education efforts through Owl Prowls in 2018. 

Five different school groups (close to 300 students) participated in field trip programs covering 8 separate days in the spring.  

Field trips incorporate a variety of activities conducted by BBRR including an owl prowl, visits to our banding station and 

hawkwatch, and a lesson with one of our education birds.  We welcomed schools from nearby Hilton, Greece and Rochester 

City school districts, as well as from Arkport and Buffalo.  Students ranged in age from 3rd graders, to middle and high 

school aged.  Many thanks to the Town of Greece for allowing BBRR to use one of the lodges at Braddock Bay for part of 

our field trip programs. 

Raptor Connections outreach programs with our education birds saw an increase from 2018 in the number of presentations 

conducted and audience reach.  A total of 90 presentations for over 5,000 people were conducted in 2019.  Most of our 

programming is done in the greater Rochester area, but we have also ventured out and about as far as Albion, Buffalo, 

Geneva and other parts of the Finger Lakes area.  Some of our favorite repeat programs for 2019 included Conservation 

Field Days held by the Orleans County Cooperative Extension, Adventure Day at Manor Elementary in Honeoye Falls, and 

the Kendall Scarecrow Festival.  We look forward to another round at these venues and much more in 2020.   

(2019 Education Report—Continued from page 4) 

Recipe for Adding Native Plants to Any Garden—by Carol Erb 

Editor’s Note:  BBRR is fortunate to have some very talented volunteers, including the 

author of this article, Carol Erb.  Carol is a very experienced landscaper and Master 

Gardener, who specializes in organic and native gardening.  Carol was to be a presenter 

at Bird of Prey Days this year, but she’ll be taking a raincheck for next year.  In the mean 

time, she wrote this article on native gardening to share ideas that anyone can 

incorporate into their own landscape.  The article has been shortened to fit this 

newsletter, but the full article with many more ideas can be found on our website at 

https://www.bbrr.org/recipe-for-adding-native-plants-to-any-garden/  

At this time when more people are cooking at home, it can also be an opportune 

time to create a garden buffet for you and the wildlife in your world. I offer you 

my recipe and resources for putting together a feast for all of your senses, and also 

a chance to provide a much needed rest stop for the foraging wildlife.  As Daena 

Ford said to me, “Don’t Let Time Be the Only Things on your Hands…Get them 

Dirty!” 

To add flavor and color to your garden, it is important to have some native plant 

species on hand in the form of shrubs, trees or wildflowers. My recipe is simple: no 

need to go totally native, but instead add to what you already have in your garden 

pantry.  

Native plants are defined as indigenous plant species that have adapted to specific ecosystems and benefit both plant and 

animal diversity. New York State has 42 different ecoregions, all with unique plant profiles! Native plants are better able to 

compete against invasive species than non-native plants.  

(Continued on page 7) 

A nice combination of native perrenials that attract 

pollinators and birds. Photo by Carol Erb 

https://www.bbrr.org/recipe-for-adding-native-plants-to-any-garden/
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Featured Species: The Sharp-shinned Hawk—by Hannah Brenner & David Mathiason 

Sharp-shinned Hawk Facts 

“Is that a Sharp-shinned or a Cooper’s hawk?”  

It’s a question those new to birding ask all the time, but even experienced 
birders can have difficulty from time to time. With practice, anyone can 
identify this amazing raptor (usually!).  

Sharp-shinned hawks are small and, as with most raptors, they are 
sexually dimorphic in size. Males could be almost as small as a kestrel or 
slightly larger than a blue jay, while females can be almost the size of 
male Cooper’s hawks. Adults of both sexes have grey coloring from 
above and orange bars across their breast. These hawks have thin legs 
and are named for the ridge found on their tarsus.  

There are a few good field marks to differentiate sharpies from Cooper’s 
hawks. In flight, look at the head! Cooper’s Hawks have a larger head 
that goes past the wings while Sharp-shinned Hawks have small heads 
that barely show in front of the wings. In flight you can also look at the wing beats. Sharpies have quick, frequent flaps but 
Cooper’s Hawks are slower. Additionally, Cooper’s Hawks have a rounded tail tip and sharpies have a flat tail tip. Cooper’s 
hawks have lighter feathers around the back of their neck giving them more of a cap effect, while Sharp-shinneds have more 
of a hooded look. 

Sometimes sharpies can be seen at bird feeders, but they aren’t there for the seed! Their diet consists mostly of small birds , 
though they sometimes eat other small animals as well. Sharp-shinned hawks are stealthy hunters, often surprising their prey. 

Sharp-shinned Hawks at Braddock Bay 

Sharp-shinned Hawks have a wide geographic range. They can be found far north in Alaska and Canada, and all the way 
south through Panama. Some stay in the same place year round - such as those in the Appalachian Mountains or mountains 
in the west. Others migrate from the north to Central America.  

The Sharp-shinned Hawk is a common, but not often seen, raptor.  However, during migration this little hunter of the 

woods can be seen in great numbers at various hawkwatch sites.  It is the 

third-highest species counted at Braddock Bay in spring, with a 10-year 

average (2010 to 2019) of 3,804 birds counted.  It also is the raptor species 

that gets banded the most.  The raptor that gets counted the most is the 

Broad-winged Hawk with a 10-year average of 34,000 but those are only 

occasionally captured.  The second most numerous species on the count is 

the Turkey Vulture, and they do not get banded at all.  

The male Sharp-shinned Hawk is the smallest of the birds that we band at 

BBRR, weighing in with an average of 100 grams (3 ½ ounces).  The 

females are nearly twice that size, with an average weight of 180 grams.  

(Weight data from personal banding records of David Mathiason.)  The 

banders at BBRR have banded 12,359 sharp-shinned hawks from 1984 to 

2019, for a yearly average of about 344 birds.  Of those 12,359 hawks 

banded, 150 of them were encountered later (1.2 % encounter rate) and 

one of those 150, one was encountered a second time.  Those encounters 

tell some interesting stories. 

The bird that was encountered twice was originally banded on April 13, 1988 - a female that was aged as having hatched in 

1987.  She was recaptured on Oct 6, 1988 by a bander in Ontario, Canada just north of Lake Erie.  In July of 1991, she was 

reported as having been found dead near Portsmouth, Ohio.  We can assume this female was hatched somewhere in Canada, 

in 1987.  There is no way to know how far south she ventured the following winter.  She was captured the first time and 

banded on her way north in 1988 by a BBRR bander.  That fall she was again captured, in Canada, on her way back south.   
(Continued on page 7) 

Sharp-shinned Hawk in flight..  Photo by David Brown 

Female (left) and male (right) adult Sharp-shinned Hawks. 

Photo by Jill Heimrich 
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From that point on, however, we can only speculate about her journey.  Most likely this little hawk completed her round trip 

journey two more times, heading back to Canada to breed in 1989 and 1990.  She didn’t survive to make it back to Canada in 

1991, mostly likely dying in Ohio during her spring migration back northward.  She lived about four years. 

Our longest distance recovery was a female that made it all the way to Los Angeles, California.  That bird was a female 

banded in September, 1999 during her first year of life.  She was found dead in January of 2005 when she was five and a half 

years old.  Our longest survivor was a male who was banded May 9, 2007 when less than a year old (hatched 2006).  He was 

captured again in October of 2015 at Prince Edward Point, Canada.  At that point he 9 years old; he was released and sent on 

his way south to continue his journey. 

(Featured Species: Sharp-shinned Hawk—Continued from page 6) 

Know the invasive species already in your yard. Check out www.dec.ny.gov and look up the invasive plant list. Do your 

best to remove these from your property (often a continuous process). Check before you buy, or before you accept a 

handout of “free” plants from a generous gardener. Once you can identify and reduce these invaders, it will help to clear the 

table for your new menu of plants and welcomed guests. 

INGREDIENTS FOR A WILDLIFE GARDEN BUFFET:  

Mix in 1 Evergreen. Native is fantastic, like a White Spruce or Eastern Cedar, but if space is an issue; there are many dwarf 

non-invasive varieties of pine, spruce and arborvitae, hemlock, and holly. 

Add 2 Berry Sources- Make sure at least one is for the 2-leggeds as well! Did you know that according to National Wildlife 
Federation that over 50 species of birds and animals eat Poison Ivy berries? Yes, red is a birds favorite color, but also blue is 
in too! I recommend Serviceberry (Amelanchier) which comes in bush or tree form. Its berries are super nutritious for all 
creatures and it is one of the first plants to bloom in the spring, followed by fruit and outstanding fall color.  Blueberry, 
blackberry, red raspberry and the like can all be added and devoured.  Choose a native Dogwood (Cornus florida) with its 
beautiful blooms, fruits and graceful habit for all-season interest. 

Add 1 Butterfly/Hummingbird attracting shrub. Try a fragrant Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis), a true native.  Avoid 
Butterfly Bush (Buddleia), now on the invasive species list. Spicebush (Lindera benzoi) is another choice, a host plant for the 
Spicebush Swallowtail butterfly. Perhaps you already have your own Lilac Festival? A true magnet for hummingbirds, 
butterflies and Rochesterians. 

Next, add Seed and Nectar bearing Wildflowers.  Pick at least 3 perennial native wildflowers for the birds such as 

Coneflowers (Echinacea laevigaa, pallida, or purpurea); Black-eyed Susan, Rudbeckia varieties; Beebalm (Monarda); Sunflower 

perennial natives (Helianthus); Foxglove (Digitalis); Hardy Geranium or Cranesbill; Penstemon; Coral Bells (Heuchera); Foam 

Flower (Tiarella) and so much more.  

Sprinkle in Host Plants to feed the very hungry caterpillars. One of my favorites and a somewhat finicky plant Butterfly 

Weed (Asclepias tuberosa), is the diminutive orange cousin of our tall, fragrant Common Milkweed (Asclepias syriaca).   If 

you wish to add this beloved host plant of Monarchs, then plant it in a separate area or as a backdrop.  It can become 

aggressive in a small space.  Other host sources: Parsley, Dill, Fennel, and Basils. Make Pesto! 

Throw in some Nectar Plants.  Butterflies and Hummingbirds are attracted to fragrant flowers (and so are we!): 

 Perennials:  Columbine (Aquilegia species), Jewelweed (Impatiens capensis), Yarrow (Achillea millifolium), Joe-Pye Weed 

(Eupatproum species), Daylily (Hemorocallis species), Lavender, Dianthus, Asters, Goldenrod, Autumn Joy Sedum, all 

Phlox (native and cultivars). 

 Annuals: Petunia, Alyssum, Fuchsia, Nicotiana, Nasturtium, and Zinnia. 

TIME TO SET THE TABLE: Be sure to check the full article online for Carol’s “NO-Till Lasagna Gardening Method” 

Also see the full article for a list of Sources to Cultivate Your Mind and Garden: Many of these resources are in our own 
back yards! 

(Recipe for Adding Native Plants to Any Garden—Continued from page 5) 

http://www.dec.ny.gov


Braddock Bay Raptor Research 
185 Pond Road 
Honeoye Falls, NY 14472 

Keep up with the Hawk 
Count on DUNKADOO! 

See what’s been flying at the hawkwatch in near real 

time, no matter where you are!  Just go to 

https://dunkadoo.org/  or BBRR’s direct link at 

https://dunkadoo.org/explore/braddock-bay-raptor-

research/2020-spring-bb-raptor-watch   

Also find daily totals on HawkCount.org.  

Find us  on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 

Name: ________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________ 

______________________________________ 

Phone:_________________________________  

E-mail:_________________________________ 

 Please send my newsletter via e-mail 
 

Complete on-line or send to: Braddock Bay Raptor     
Research, 185 Pond Road, Honeoye Falls, NY 14472 

https://bbrr.org/ 

 Renew today and continue to support BBRR’s efforts  
towards the conservation of raptors. 

BBRR MEMBERSHIP FORM 

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 

 American Kestrel (individual)      $15 

 Cooper’s Hawk (household)      $30 

 Northern Harrier                 $50 

 Red-tailed Hawk                 $100 

 Bald Eagle (Life)                 $500 

 I voluntarily set my donation at  $______ 

Bald Eagle. Photo by David Brown 
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