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Executive Director’s Note 
The true purpose of education is to teach a man to carry himself triumphant to the 

sunset. 

Liberty Hyde Bailey 

Welcome to the first edition of Gardening Matters! 

This is a publication in response to the many 

questions we get from the community on flowers, 

vegetables, gardening tips/tricks and trees. Cornell 

Cooperative Extension of Yates County is a resource 

here for you. Please feel free to stop by the office 

and meet our staff. Bring your questions, plant 

cuttings, leaves or email photos of insects/plants, 

trees/shrubs you have questions about. Yates 

county is a beautiful area, with rich soil that is great 

for growing a variety of plants, vegetables and fruits. 

There is no time like the present—stop by one of the 

many home/garden centers in the county and try 

your hand at growing something. 

Here for the summer? New to the area or new to 

gardening? We are here to provide answers to the questions you did not even know you 

had! Spend time on one of our many Finger Lakes, enjoy the rolling hills and scenic views, 

sit on the ground and play in the dirt. 

We certainly do!  

 

 

 

Executive Director & Master Gardener 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Yates County 

Pictured (from right to left): Arlene Wilson (CCE-Yates County 

Executive Director) K.A. Dixon, Cheryl Flynn, Marion Walrath, 

and Janet Barrett (Master Gardener Volunteers) 

Thank you for your interest in Gardening Matters! This newsletter is published four times a year in 

March, June, September, and December. Subscriptions are $10 a year.  To subscribe, call the                                 

CCE-Yates County Office at 315-536-5123 or visit https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/gardeningmatters_257 

https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/gardeningmatters_257


Flashcards in the Garden 

  

  

American Robin 
(Turdus migratorius) 

The quintessential early bird, American Robins are 

common sights on lawns across North America, where 

you often see them tugging earthworms out of the 

ground. Robins are popular birds for their warm orange 

breast, cheery song, and early appearance at the end of 

winter. Though they’re familiar town and city birds, 

American Robins are at home in wilder areas, too, 

including mountain forests and Alaskan wilderness.  

Trillium 
(Trillium gradiflorum) 

Native to temperate regions of North America and East 

Asia, the genus ‘Trillium’ has 49 species, 39 of them are 

native to various areas across the United States.  

Trillium Grandiflora (pictured) are pollinated by bees, 

moths and wasps. Red trillium flowers have a distinctive 

carrion odor to attract beetles and flies, their pollinators 

of choice.  

 

Bumble Bee 
(Bombus) 

Bumble bees are important pollinators of wild flowering 

plants and crops. As generalist foragers, they do not 

depend on any one flower type. However, some plants 

do rely on bumble bees to achieve pollination. Loss of 

bumble bees can have far ranging ecological impacts 

due to their role as pollinators. Bumble bees are also 

excellent pollinators of many crops.  

Gray Snow Mold 
(Typhula) 

Winter diseases of turfgrasses are often associated with 

melting snow or cold, wet periods. Two diseases, Gray 

Snow Mold (Typhula blight) and Pink Snow Mold, are 

common in New York, and may occur singly or side-by-

side. Since different fungicides may be used to control 

each of these diseases, it is necessary to distinguish 

between them.  

Photo Source: https://www.scotts.com/en-us/library/lawn-disease-control/snow-mold-

what-it-how-treat-it 



Flashcards in the Garden 

American Robin 
(Turdus migratorius) 

• An American Robin can produce three successful 

broods in one year.  

• Although robins are considered harbingers of 

spring, many American Robins spend the whole 

winter in their breeding range.  

• Robins eat a lot of fruit in fall and winter. When they 

eat honeysuckle berries exclusively, they 

sometimes become intoxicated. 

• Robin roosts can be huge, sometimes including a 

quarter-million birds during winter. In summer, 

females sleep at their nests and males gather at 

roosts. As young robins become independent, they 

join the males. Female adults go to the roosts only 

after they have finished nesting . 

• Robins eat different types of food depending on the 

time of day: more earthworms in the morning and 

more fruit later in the day. Because the robin 

forages largely on lawns, it is vulnerable to pesticide 

poisoning and can be an important indicator of 

chemical pollution. 

• The oldest recorded American Robin was 13 years 

and 11 months old.  
Source:https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/American_Robin/
overview 

Bumble Bee 
(Bombus) 

Bumble bees are the only bees native to North America 

that are truly social. They live in colonies, have different 

divisions of labor or castes, and have overlapping 

generations, usually with multiple broods throughout 
the spring, summer, and fall. However, unlike the non-

native, European honey bees, the bumble bee colony 

has an annual life cycle. Understanding the life cycle of 

a typical bumble bee colony is the first step in 

understanding their unique habitat needs.   

 

1. A queen emerges from hibernation in spring and 

finds a nest site, such as an abandoned rodent 

burrow.  

2. She creates wax pots to hold nectar and pollen, in 

which she lays and incubates her eggs. 
3. When her daughters immerge as adults, they take 

over foraging and other duties. 

4. In autumn, the colony produces new queens and 

male bees, who leave to find mates. Newly mated 

queens hibernate and the rest of the bees die.  

 

 

 
Source: https://xerces.org/learn-about-bumble-bees/ 

 Gray Snow Mold 
(Typhula) 

 

Symptoms and Signs 
• Gray snow mold (Typhula blight) is caused by 

Typhula incarnata and related species. It is a true 

snow mold and appears as roughly circular 

bleached patches up to 60 cm in diameter.  

• Soon after the snow melts, the infected grass may be 

matted and surrounded by a white to gray halo of 

fluffy fungal growth.  

• Examination of the diseased plants reveals tiny tan 
or brown pea-like structures (sclerotia) on, or 

imbedded in, infected leaves.  

• The severity of the disease will vary. It may be 

particularly severe when turf has been subjected to 

a prolonged, deep, compacted snow cover.  

• Although the disease is unsightly, it rarely kills the 

grass.  

 

 
Source:  Compendium of Turfgrass Diseases, Third Edition, 
2005. R.W. Smiley, P.H. Dernoeden and B.B. Clarke. APS 
Press. 

Trillium 
(Trillium gradiflorum) 

1. The plants are extremely long-lived. Trilliums are 

relatively easy to grow from their rhizomatous root 

but slow to develop and spread. To make up for it, 

the plants can live for up to 25 years. 
2. Early season sunlight is needed. Even though it is a 

woodland species, the dormant plant needs to be 

warmed by the early spring sun. It’s best to avoid 

planting them in a location that never gets sun (such 

as the north side of a building). 

3. Trilliums are either sessile (the flower sits directly 

on top of its whorled leaves) or pedicellate (the 

flower is raised on a short stalk). Sessile trilliums 

usually have mottled foliage, while pedicellate 

trilliums have showier flowers. 

4. Traditional names for trilliums: Toadshade (for its 
resemblance to a toad-sized umbrella), Wakerobin 

(for its appearance with the first robins), and 

Birthroot (for its medicinal uses during childbirth).  

5. For best results, mulch with leaf litter. This 

woodland native loves a leaf covering that replicates 

its forest home and keeps the ground temperature 

and moisture ‘just right’ (one more reason to keep 

those leaves in your yard).  
Source: http://nativeplantherald.prairienursery.com/2015/02/
ten-things-to-know-about-trilliums/ 



 

What to do in the Spring 

April 

 If you like to feed your lawn, make sure to choose 

a fertilizer without phosphorus. Most soils in Yates 
county have plenty of phosphorus and excess 
phosphorus is a lake pollutant. In fact, it’s illegal in 
New York State to apply phosphorus to a lawn 
without a soil test first unless you are establishing 
a new lawn. For more information visit: https://
www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/67239.html 

 

 Begin to prune your roses. Prune dead twigs and 

branches back to live wood and remove any 
branches that are growing inward or look scrawny. 
To encourage vigorous regrowth, prune roses 
back by about one third year. For much more 
information on rose pruning: https://
libguides.nybg.org/pruningroses 

 

 Start using deer repellent now to prevent bad 

habits from developing early in the season.  
 

 Dig and divide perennials that are beginning to 

look over-crowded, generally every 2-3 years. 
Wait until after bloom for early blooming 
perennials. One exception are peonies- wait until 
fall to dig and divide these for best success.  

 

May 

 Clean your hummingbird and oriole feeders and 

get ready, these nectar-loving beauties will begin 
to show up in our area beginning in early May!  

 

 Continue to divide and move perennials as long 

as the weather remains cool and moist.  
 

 Deadhead and feed your spring blooming bulbs 

but leave the foliage until it turns yellow. This will 
give you better flowers next year.  

 

 Begin to harden off your houseplants to get them 

ready for “summer vacation” outside. Move them 
outside into shady areas on the overcast, warm 
days to gradually get used to sunlight, Repot them 
if they need it and begin regular feedings if you 
haven’t already.  

June 
 Take a good look at your garden and fill in 

bare spots with annuals.  
 

 Finish planting perennials in the garden and 

take a break until September when we have 
a second planting window.  

 

 Direct sow beans and lettuce in your garden 

every 2 weeks through the beginning of July 
for continual harvests throughout the season. 
Direct sow cucumbers, summer squash and 
zucchini once in the beginning of June then 
again in the beginning of July to provide a 
second bumper crop when the first begins to 
peter out in mid-August.  

 

 Celebrate the first official day of summer on 

June 21st! The furious pace of spring is over, 

now time to begin to reap the rewards! 

Pictured: Magnolias from the Cornell Arboretum 

Sources: 

Sowing Peas and Other April Gardening Tips. Charlie Nardozzi, 

Horticulturist and Leonard Perry, UVM Extension Horticulturist. No date. 

New York Botanic Garden: https://libguides.nybg.org/pruningroses        

New York DEC https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/67239.html 

https://libguides.nybg.org/pruningroses
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/67239.html


Proper Bulb Care Translates into Bountiful 

Blossoms 
Caroline Boutard-Hunt 

Unless you are lucky enough to have a witch hazel in your backyard, bulbs are usually our first 

glimpse of true spring color. Here are a few tips to help keep your beauties blooming for years to 

come: 

1. Leave the leaves. Although the foliage of daffodils and tulips can look a little awkward, they 

are supplying the bulbs with energy for next year’s flowers. Tying, braiding or cutting the leaves 

will reduce bulb size for the next year. Instead, try and plant these larger bulbs among perennials 

whose leaves will hide the floppy bulb foliage such as hostas or ferns. Another option is to dig the 

bulbs after they flower and plant them in an out of the way location with plenty of sun. After they 

go dormant you can dig them up and plant them back in your garden in the spring. Personally, as 

a lazy gardener, this seems like a lot of work but it will allow your to provide your bulbs with ideal 

conditions while keeping your borders tidy.  

2. Feed them. I will admit that this is advice I give but don’t generally do myself. However, for the 

best blossoms, feed twice a year, once upon emergence in the spring and once in the late 

summer or early fall with bulb fertilizer. You can find bulb fertilizer at most garden stores.  

3. Divide them. Do you have a healthy, large clump of daffodils that is mostly foliage with a few 

blooms? Daffodils appreciate being dug and divided every few years. The small bulbs may take 

some time to get up to size but, hey, they’re free bulbs and will flower gloriously after given a few 

seasons of prosperity to size up.   

Photo Credit: Bernard Spragg 



Never too Early to Start Thinking About Pruning  
Now is a good time to take 
a look at pruning shrubs 
but be careful to note when 
is the best to do this. 
Pruning at the wrong time 
for the plant can destroy 
the flowers for the year. In 
general one should prune 
spring blooming shrubs 
(lilacs, forsythia, weigela, 

viburnun for example) right after they bloom. It is the summer 
blooming shrubs that can be pruned now because they bloom 
on new growth so the more they are pruned now the better 
flower production there will be in the summer. There are a 
couple of choices on how you treat shrubs, the first is to do a 
maintenance pruning which involves removing any dead 
material and any branches that cross each other and remove 
the small branches of less than a pencil width. After that, take a 
look at the shrub and cut back any lanky growth that interferes 
with the shrub’s natural shape and shorten up the tips of the 
branches to encourage new growth. Pruning this way will give 
you shrubs that increase in size each year with fruit and blooms 
appearing on the new wood. 

If you have an old shrub or one that has become too big for its 
space in which case one should think about doing a more 
drastic pruning. This involves cutting back the shrub to about 
four or five leaf nodes above the ground. A node is the little 
bulge on the stem where a leaf or branch starts. Also cut out 
some of the center branches to allow more sunlight and 
encourage new inner growth to give the shrub a fuller 
appearance. Some of the advantages of this technique is that 
leaves will usually be bolder and colors more intense. Since 
there will be much more new growth, the shrub will get many 
more fruits and blossoms and it will keep some of the more 

rampant shrubs in check. The Pee Gee Hydrangea is a good 
example of this, unchecked this shrub will grow into a huge 
shrub or even a small tree but by cutting it back annually it 
produces huge flowers and stays about five feet tall which is 
just perfect for borders. Other good candidates for drastic 
pruning are butterfly bushes, russian sage, firethorn, rose of 
Sharon and blue mist shrubs. Spireas can be cut to one third of 
their height to encourage many new shoots or you can maintain 
an informal shrub by not cutting back so severely and by 
staggering your pruning cuts – cutting branches back at various 
heights. Elderberries are another excellent candidate for drastic 
pruning unless you want them to grow wild and form thickets. 

Keep an eye on the weather forecast because pruning should 
be done about a month before new growth should emerge and 
after the deep freeze of winter so late February into March is an 
ideal time. It’s also a good time to cut back the ornamental 
grasses but I would hold off on rushing around and cutting all 
your perennials back, we may yet have some pretty cold 
weather and the tender perennials can easily be damaged by 
pruning back too early. 

Just a note of caution about the tender shrubs that are woody 
at the base but put on green growth through the summer. 
These include lavenders, sages, oreganos and thymes for 
example. It is difficult to differentiate between dormant live 
branches and dead ones so for these you are better off waiting 
until you see a little green before hacking away. If you do 
drastic pruning on these plants you may well lose them 
altogether. Happy Pruning! 
 
Source:  
Consumer Horticulture: http://www.ccefm.com/readarticle.asp?
ID=1514&progID=8 

 

Create a Rain Garden 

Planting a Lush Oasis and Stopping Polluted Runoff 
Storm water running off rooftops, sidewalks, driveways, 
and streets washes pollutants into nearby streams. As if 
that weren't bad enough, as storm water rushes over 
these hard-or impervious-surfaces, it picks up speed and 
force, causing local flooding and erosion. Impervious 
surfaces also keep rain water and snowmelt from seeping 
into the soil and recharging groundwater aquifers. 
 
A rain garden can change all that. Planted in a shallow 
depression with plants such as ferns, cardinal flower, 
swamp milkweed, turtlehead and others that don't mind 
occasional "wet feet," a lush and luxuriant rain garden 
captures runoff from impervious areas and allows it to 
seep slowly into the ground. Concerned about 
mosquitos? Rain gardens are designed to hold standing 
water for less than 24 hours so that mosquitos can't 
breed.  
 
Mini Rain Gardens 
For situations where you can't have a full-size rain 
garden, consider a mini-rain garden in a planter. As with 
a full-size rain garden, use the plants and soil to absorb 
rainwater from your downspout. Placing them on or in 

lawn or soil will ensure the water is absorbed into the 
ground, but even on pavement they will still do some 
good.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  
“Create a Rain Garden” http://dec.ny.gov/public/44330.html 

This type of mini rain garden can be placed on 
pavement or on the grass. Note: there is no down 
spout connected to this garden.  

http://www.ccefm.com/readarticle.asp?ID=1514&progID=8
http://www.ccefm.com/readarticle.asp?ID=1514&progID=8


Dividing Perennials: Home 
The general rule of thumb is that it is best to divide spring and 
early summer perennials in the fall, and late season bloomers in 
the early spring. Spring blooming perennials can also be divided 
immediately after flowering. Dividing a perennial outside of its 
flowering season means that all of the energy of the plant can 
go into root and leaf growth. Most perennials are not 
temperamental and, if properly divided, will fare well whether 
they are divided in spring or fall.  
 

Reasons for Dividing Perennials 
1. To Control the size of the plants. Rapidly spreading 

perennials can be kept under control by dividing yearly or in 
alternate years. Artemisia ‘Valerie Finnis’ is a good example 
of a beautiful addition to a perennial border that will, 
however, need taming and management from the gardener. 
Some ornamental grasses simply get so large and tough to divide that it is best to split them frequently when 
they are still small and manageable. Most perennials can be left several years before they are divided.  

2. To increase the number of plants in your garden. When you are planting edging for your perennial bed or 
designing with medium to large-sized swaths of perennials, a cost-efficient way to fill your border is to buy 
fewer plants than you actually need and fill in the empty gaps with inexpensive annuals until your perennials 
increase in size and can be divided.  

3. To help rejuvenate the plant. Listed below are common 
problems that occur when a plant is left alone for too long: 

• Reduced flowering occurs and the flowers get 
 smaller on the plant. When the root system 
 becomes to congested, the roots become less 
 efficient in absorbing nutrients from the soil and 
 plant growth is compromised.  
• The center of the plant dies back leaving a hole 

  with all the growth on the periphery. 
• The plant starts to flop over, open up from the 

  center, or lose its shape.  
• The plant becomes less vigorous. 

 

Techniques for Dividing Perennials 
If your soil is dry, water your bed a few days beforehand to 
make the soil easier to work with. 

It is always best to divide perennials on a cloudy day. Never leave divisions exposed in the hot sun. Keep them 
in the shade until replanted. Avoid letting them dry out. 

Before dividing, cut the foliage down to 6 to 8 inches. This will cut down on moisture loss and you will be able to 
see what you are doing. If you are dividing early in the season this is not applicable. 

Dig around the plant with a spade or a fork, leaving ample space for a good sized root ball, and lift the 
clump out of the ground. There are several possible methods for dividing perennials:  
1. Lay the plant on its side and cut in half using a sharp knife or a garden spade. Then repeat, cutting in 

quarters. 

2. Pull the plant apart into pieces. This will work well for perennials that grow in loose clumps. The popular 
lamb’s ears (Stachys byzantina) is a good example of a perennial that can be pulled apart by hand. 

3. For tough and fibrous rooted plants, use a hand saw or the double fork method to cut them apart. For the 
double fork method take two spading forks (borrow one from your neighbor), place them back to back in the 
center of the perennial with the tines of the forks intersecting and pull them back and forth in a scissor motion 
prying the roots apart as you go.  

Hostas, like 'Patriot', have a clumping root system and can 

be cut apart with a knife or pried apart. 



Dividing Perennials: Home 

Techniques for Dividing Perennials (Continued) 
Cut divisions so that they are the size of a quart or a gallon perennial. Each division should have 3 to 5 vigorous 
shoots and a good root system. The ultimate size of your cutting depends on the size of your garden and how 
quickly you would like the new divisions to grow. If you have a large garden, larger divisions will keep everything 
in scale. For smaller spaces, small clusters of new plants will do the trick. 

Throw away old or diseased roots. Remember that you will not be able to salvage the entire perennial. The goal 
is to end up with between two to four healthy divisions per plant. 

Replant perennial at the same level that they were growing before. Coral bells, Solomon seal and peonies 
should be planted slightly below soil level. 

Different Types of Root Systems 

Spreading root systems have slender matted roots. These can 
usually be pulled apart by hand or cut apart with a knife. Asters, 
bee balm, and lamb’s ears are several examples. 

Clumping root systems originate from a central cluster with 
multiple growing points. Hostas, daylilies and many ornamental 
grasses are included in this group. These perennials can be cut 
with a knife or spade or pried apart with two spading forks. 

Rhizomes grow at or below ground level. (Bearded irises have 
rhizomes, for instance.) These should be divided in mid- to late 
summer, about one month after the irises finish flowering. The 
older, shriveled rhizomes can be removed with a knife. Keep 
young, firm rhizomes that have a fan of leaves and several 
healthy roots. The foliage should be trimmed back by ⅓ so that 
the division is not top heavy.  
 

Specific Seasonal Care 
Fall 

• A number of fleshy root perennials such as poppies, peonies 
and irises are best divided in late summer and early fall. 

• Fall divisions should occur no later than the middle of October. Divisions will need approximately one month 
to get established. The roots of perennials will continue to grow until the ground freezes (even after the tops 
have died). 

• Do not fertilize plants at this time of year. Fertilizer encourages new growth that will only be killed off by the 
frost. Replant your divisions, water them well and continue watering weekly for two to three weeks or until the 
ground freezes. The soil should be amended with compost when you plant. 

• Cut back foliage so that it is in proportion to the root system. Also, clean away dead leaves and weeds from 
the divisions as they can harbor diseases. 

• It is important in colder climates to mulch your divisions. Many plants are susceptible to frost heaves that 
occur when the soil temperature constantly changes during the winter months. Mulch will act as an insulator 
and keep the temperature constant. Shredded leaf mulch is one of the best mulches to use. Alternatively use 
composted bark, conifer bows, pine needles or straw. Mulch around late November once the ground begins 
to freeze and take if off in the spring in late March/early April. 

Spring 

• Divide perennials in the spring just as the new shoots start to show (when they are 2 to 4 inches high). 

• If you are dividing plants that flower early in spring, the general rule is to wait until they have finished 
flowering and then divide at least one month before the summer heat starts. Amend the soil with compost 
and water them well. 

• Spring divided perennials usually bloom slightly later than usual. 
 
Source: https://libguides.nybg.org/dividingperennials 

Tip: Irises should be divided in late summer or early fall 



Cleaning Gardening Tools 

Cleaning your garden tools regularly after use is ideal, but at 
the least, they should be cleaned before putting them away 
for winter.  Clean tools work more effectively, easier to use, 
and they last longer.   
             
Keeping blades sharp improves cutting, which is easier on 
you and the plants.  Keeping tools used in soil cleaned keeps 
their edges sharper too, preventing rust from forming, and 
removes possible disease-laden soil particles.  Cleaning 
tools even more often when working on infected plants is 
essential to prevent disease spread.  If pruning diseased 
limbs from trees, keep a container of rubbing alcohol, bleach 
(one part to 9 parts water), or disinfectant (such as Lysol) 
handy to dip blades in between pruning each plant to avoid 
spreading disease.  
             
For tools such as shovels, hoes and garden forks that are 
used in soil, wash them after use with a forceful stream of 
water from the hose.  For stubborn soils such as clay, use a 
wire-bristle brush or dull implement if needed.   Then dry 
tools with a rag.  For blades of saws and pruners that end up 
with sticky plant sap, such as from evergreens (pines, 
spruces and the like), use some paint thinner to remove the 
sap before wiping with a rag.   
             
Even after cleaning, the worn metal can rust, even more so if 
higher grade steel.  To prevent this, wipe tools or spray with 
a very light coat of motor oil.  Some dilute this with kerosene, 
2 parts oil to one of kerosene.  Others recycle their old oil 
from mowers for this use. You can wipe the oil on with an old 
rag or paper towel, spray it on with a hand sprayer, or make 
a mix of the soil with sand to push tools into after each 
use.  The latter is easy, quick, and the sand helps provide 
some abrasion to remove soil in the process.  The oil breaks 
down rapidly in the soil, and little is used, so you shouldn’t 
have any negative soil effects.  
             
For hand tools, some use a strong black tea.  Brew up 
enough in a pan or kettle to cover the tools, then let them, or 
blades at least, soak for a few hours after the tea is 
cooled.  Rust should wipe off easily with a rag.  If tools aren’t 
very dirty or rusty, a balled up handful of wax paper rubbed 
over surfaces may be sufficient—both cleaning and leaving 
some protective wax on them.  
             
If tools have gotten severely rusted, you may need to use 
rough sandpaper, and even perhaps a wire bristle 
brush.  For the most rusted, you may need to use a drill with 
a wire brush attachment.  For the latter in particular, make 
sure to wear safety glasses. Then make sure to wipe and 
coat with oil.   
             
Sharpen tools too, at least at the end of the season. Best is 
to sharpen them regularly as used during the season.  This is 
more important if tools have rusted.  For dull large tools such 
as shovels, axes, and spades, you can use a hand file 
available from hardware or home stores.  If very dull, you 
may need a high-speed grinding stone or drill 
attachment.  As with cleaning, make sure to wear eye 
protection if using a high-speed grinder.  

             
If using a grinder made for this purpose, as some do with 
lawn mower blades, it is easy to get carried away.  If the 
metal heats up too much it can lose its “temper”, meaning it 
won’t hold an edge well again.  If grinding, keep the metal 
from heating by dipping in cold water.  It should remain cool 
to the touch.  Improper sharpening of mower blades can 
make them out of balance, which can harm the mower motor 
as it turns at high speeds.  
             
For finer tools such as pruners and loppers, an oil stone or 
honing stone is what many gardeners use.  
Whatever sharpener you use, follow any directions so they 
work properly.  If using a stone, slide the blade along the 
stone in one direction, doing so repeatedly until sharper.  If 
using a file, such as “mill file” from a hardware store, get one 
with a handle so you can maneuver it more easily.  Draw the 
cutting teeth of the blade along the edge of the tool in one 
direction.  Keep the file at an angle to the edge of the tool 
surface you’re sharpening.   
             
So how sharp is enough?  Anything of course helps.  Tools 
such as shovels and hoes don’t need to be as sharp, and 
pruners should be sharper.  You can feel the sharpness with 
fingers (be careful if sharp knives or pruners), or just look at 
the “bevel” and angle.  The bevel is the sharpened edge, the 
angle is between the two edges or bevels.  Duller tools have 
a shorter edge or bevel, and generally wider angle—perhaps 
30 degrees between the sides or bevels.  Sharper tools have 
a longer bevel, and a more narrow-angle between each 
side—perhaps 15 degrees or so.  
             
Many tools now have plastic handles, but if you have one 
with wood, treat it as well for longest life.  Rub wooden 
handles with a rag, slightly moistened with linseed oil or 
other wood protection oil product.  
             
Once tools are cleaned and sharpened, store them properly 
in a closet, garage, or shed out of the weather.  Keeping 
them off the floor helps prevent any moisture and rust, and 
dulling.   

Source: https://pss.uvm.edu/ppp/articles/cleaning.html 

Source: By Spitfire at English Wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=17928636 



Spring Lawn Care Commandments: 

Spring is the time of year when the breeze is filled with the 
scent of fresh cut grass and it’s tough to keep yourself from 
working out in the yard. Watering, mowing, fertilizing, 
watering and mowing again — is it all necessary right now? 
The answer is, not at all! While watching your neighbors drag 
their hoses and push fertilizer spreaders, sit back on the 
patio and give your lawn some tough love to prepare it for the 
coming wrath of summer. Here is a “Though Shalt Not” list 
for spring lawn care: 

Though shalt not water unless REALLY necessary 
In the spring, your lawn puts on a big flush of new top 
growth. So get out there and mow, mow, mow. But don’t 
water! In the Kansas City area, there is generally enough 
spring moisture to sustain the growth of your lawn. By 
withholding irrigation until late June to early July, your turf will develop drought and heat tolerance which will 
toughen it up for the summer. Grit your teeth and don’t feel guilty about keeping the hose coiled up and the 
irrigation system turned off. When it is time to water, remember these two words: deep and infrequent. The key 
is getting moisture past the soil surface and to the lawn’s deepest roots. 

Though shalt not fertilize heavily 
The use of fertilizers in the spring should be reduced greatly or eliminated entirely. Overuse of fertilizers can 
pollute water and harm the soil. Excessive use of fertilizers can be leached from the lawn and carried to local 
streams and creeks. This results in increased levels of nitrates, phosphates and other harmful compounds that 
destroy a natural ecosystem. The only lawns that should be receiving fertilizer this spring are ones that will be on 
a regular watering schedule throughout the summer. If this is the case, then an application should be made in 
early to mid-May with a slow release form of nitrogen. Otherwise, save the fertilizer for this fall. 

One complication to withholding fertilizer is the crabgrass control applied from late March to mid-April. It can be 
difficult to find these products without a fertilizer mixed in the bag. There are pre-emergent products out there 
without fertilizer, but you do have to look harder for them. If your preferred garden center does not carry a 
crabgrass control product without fertilizer, request that they add that to their selection in the future. It will save 
you time and money in watering this summer. But if you strike out, make this your only spring application and 
early summer application. 

Though shalt not scalp the lawn 
Avoid the urge to lower the mower blade and remove all the winter debris from the lawn. Scalping the turf in the 
spring sets the turf back in several ways. Mowing low opens up sunlight to the soil surface which results in weed 
seed germination. Low mowing can also damage the growing points of the turf and potentially cause harm if a 
late spring freeze occurs. Instead of mowing very low, just drop the mowing height no more than one notch for 
the first mow of the season. This will remove winter debris and give the old blades a trim. Then return to the 
recommended mowing height for the rest of the season. This recommendation saves not only the grass but you 
from hours of work handling the debris. Sit back with a cool drink in hand and watch your neighbors struggle and 
just smile! 

Though shalt not be aggravated by vigorous spring growth 
Even though the grass is growing by leaps and bounds in the spring, don’t let it get you down. Keep your mower 
blades sharp and stick to the one-third rule. Never remove more than one-third of the height of the blades at one 
mowing. Mowing height this spring should be about 3 inches for fescue and bluegrass. Don’t make spring lawn 
care too complicated. After mowing, sit back and just enjoy that fresh cut grass scent. 
 

Spring lawn care does not have to be arduous if you follow these simple Spring Lawn Care Commandments. 

Source: https://www.johnson.k-state.edu/lawn-garden/agent-articles/lawns/spring-lawn-care.html 

Photo Credit: Prateek Rungata 



Spring Gardening Hacks 

 Tomato cages are highly useful for any gardener, but 

they're also ripe for repurposing as pretty plant 
stands. Just as these cages support the weight of a 
heavy tomato vine, they make sturdy placeholders 
for potted plants in any area of your home. Turn 
tomato cages over and cut the legs off to make an 
instant plant stand! 

 

 Did you forget your gardening gloves? 

Or, lets be honest, not a fan of wearing 
them? Keep your nails in shape by 
scratching them along a bar of 
soap.  This will help you  to avoid the dirty 
buildup that you would otherwise get un-
der your fingernails. When you wash your 
hands after working, the soap will                    
dissolve away.  

 To prevent pests from bothering your seedlings, 

cut out the bottom of a solo cup and bury it 
around the seedling.  

Want to be featured in Gardening Matters? If you have any tips or photos you would 

like to share, please submit them to:  
 

Master Gardeners/CCE Yates County 
417 Liberty Street, Suite 1024 

Penn Yan NY 14527 

Photo Source: https://www.themainbar.com.au/ten-ways-to
-use-bar-soap-around-the-house/ 

Photo Credit: Chelsea Cavanaugh 

Photo Credit: Jennifer Boyd 

 Take pictures of your flowering bulbs so you 

know where to plant them in the fall! 

Photo Credit: Peter Schut 



Ask a Master Gardener 

 

Have a gardening question? Contact our office at 315-536-5123, or stop by and fill out one 

of our Master Gardener questionnaires!   

Question: How do I tell what kind of soil I have? 

Answer: Try the jar test or ribbon test.  Steps for the test are: 

• Use a clear, clean, empty jar with a tight lid (either a pint or quart-
sized Mason jar will do).  

• Fill the jar about half full of garden soil. You can use soil from 

different areas of the garden to get an overall view or make a test 

for each garden bed. 
• Fill the jar nearly to the top with water. Leave room for shaking. 

• Tighten the lid and shake the jar for several minutes so that all the 

particles are in suspension. 

• Set your mason jar soil test aside for several hours, so the particles 

have a chance to settle. They will separate into clay, silt, and sand 
layers 

Question: What spring bulbs can I plant in 

my garden that are not attractive to deer? 

Answer:  Of the most common bulbs, deer do 

not eat daffodils, crocus, or hyacinth.  

Question: When can I plant my annuals? 

Answer:  When the danger of frost is past, usually 

around Mother’s Day.  If you have annuals in the 

garden and a frost is predicted, make sure you cover 

them with garden fabric or some other form of 

protection. 

Source: https://preparednessmama.com/jar-soil-test/ 

Photo Credit: Marianne DeWitt 

Photo Credit: Jamie and Marina Berger 



Upcoming Events 

April 

Unusual Fruits in the Backyard 
Wednesday, April 17, 2019, 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM, 
CCE-Ontario County Office  
You likely will not find these unusual fruits in the grocery 
store. So about the only way for you to enjoy their 
unique flavors is to grow them yourself. We are talking 
about hardy kiwi, pawpaws, mulberries, beach plums, 
buffalo berries, Nanking cherries, quinces, Juneberries, 
persimmons, aronia honeyberry, and more. Dr. Marvin 
Pritts, Professor, Cornell University School of Integrative 
Plant Science will be the presenter. He will talk about 
these unusual fruits and provide tips on the best way to 
grow them in your own backyard.  
Fee: $5.00/person. Advance registration required. 
 
Rain Barrel Workshop 
Tuesday, April 23, 2019, 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
Installing a rain barrel is an easy way to protect our 
environment and save money! A rain barrel collects and 
stores rainwater from your roof that would otherwise be 
lost to runoff and diverted to storm drains or streams. 
Installing a rain barrel will minimize runoff pollutants into 
our waterways, conserve treated drinking water, and 
reduce demand on the wastewater treatment system. 
Using a rain barrel not only helps protect the 
environment, it save money and energy. 
The water from your barrel can be used for watering 
gardens and lawns, topping off swimming pools, 
washing cars, and more. Come build a rain barrel and 
leave with a 55 gallon barrel for your home. 
This is a collaborative event with Finger Lakes Institute 
at Hobart William Smith Colleges, Ontario County Soil 
and Water Conservation District, and Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Ontario County. 
Registration by April 11, 2019. 
To register, contact Ontario County Soil and Water 
District, 585-396-1450. 
Fee: $20.00 per barrel or you can take home a pre-built 
barrel for $40.00.  
 
Fairie Gardens and Gnome Homes 
Thursday, April 25, 2019, 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
CCE-Ontario County Office  
Come with me and you’ll be in a world of pure 
imagination... Join us for a magical exploration of your 
inner child. Bring a container, plants, and decorations of 
your fancy. We’ll supply the soil, some plants, and some 
more decorations, along with the inspiration! Additional 
plants and decorations will be available for purchase or 
trade! Jeanne Totman, Ontario County Master Gardener 
will guide you along this inspirational path. 
To register, call 585-394-3977 x 427 or email Nancy with 
your name, address, and phone number. 
Fee: $10.00/person 

 
Growing Geneva Together Green Thumb Thursday: 
Pick Your Peck of (Chili) Peppers 
Thursday, April 25th at 7:00 pm 
Geneva Public Library 
Instructor: Jeremy Frere, Master Gardener Volunteer of 
Ontario County and Chili Pepper Enthusiast 
Want to grow the perfect pepper for stuffing? Like to add 
a little bit of heat to your garden selection? Attendees 
will learn the essential practices for growing peppers in 
their garden from chili pepper enthusiast, Jeremy Frere. 
Everyone will go home with some seed to grow your 
peck of peppers! This event is free and open to the 
public.  
 
Yates County Master Gardener Plant Sale at the 
Windmill – Join the Yates County Master Gardeners at 
the opening day of the 2019 Windmill Farm and Craft 
Market. Great deals on a wide variety of freshly dug 
perennials and free seed packets while they last!  
Saturday April 27th, 8am until the plants are gone! 
 
Introduction to Mushroom Cultivation 
Tuesday, April 30, 2019, 6:00 PM - 8:30 PM 
Here in the northeast, cultivating log-grown mushrooms 
can be commercially viable even for small operations. 
Join Ken Mudge, retired Cornell Associate Professor of 
Horticulture and co-author of the book "Farming The 
Woods", for a presentation on forest cultivation of 
shiitake, and other specialty mushrooms, such as oyster 
and lion’s mane, for home or small farm-scale 
production. 
Learn the proper tree species, timing, inoculation and 
management techniques, along with the basic 
economics and marketing.  
Program participants will have the opportunity to 
inoculate a log that they will take home. Anyone 
interested in growing mushrooms for commercial sale or 
personal use is encouraged to attend.  
The fee includes an inoculated log, a copy of "Best 

Management Practices for Log-Based Shiitake 

Cultivation in the Northeastern United States”, and 

refreshments. 

Space is limited.  

Pre-registration required. To register, call 585-394-
3977 x 427 or Nancy with your name, address, and 
phone number. 
Fee: $35.00 per person 

 
 
 

mailto:nea8@cornell.edu
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Upcoming Events 

May 

Walk on the Wild Side 
Saturday May 4th, 9am, Outlet Trail Dresden trailhead parking lot.  
Take a spring wildflower identification walk with Cheryl Flynn, Master Gardener Coordinator, Yates County 
Master Gardeners and Friends of the Outlet Trail. 
 
Gardening 101 with Penn Yan Public Library 
Thursday May 16th at 5:30pm, Penn Yan Public Library 
Growing potted gardens for pollinators! Caroline Boutard-Hunt of CCE-Yates will offer a hands-on 
demonstration to show how to produce beautiful garden planters that will attract pollinators of all kinds. You 
will also learn how to make your garden, no matter what size, more pollinator friendly.  
 
Gardening 101 with the Penn Yan Public Library 
Saturday May 18th at 10am, Penn Yan Community Garden (at the end of Pleasant street off of South 
Ave.) 
New to gardening? Looking to have more success with direct seeding and transplanting in your vegetable 
garden? Join Caroline Boutard-Hunt of CCE-Yates at the Penn Yan Community Garden. You’ll have a 
chance to have your questions answered and learn about the best ways of planting for a great start to your 
vegetable garden.  
 



The Master Gardener Program is a national program of 
trained volunteers who work in partnership with their 
county Cooperative Extension Office to share information 
throughout the community. 

Master Gardeners are neighbors teaching neighbors about 
landscapes, vegetables, fruits, herbs, houseplants, 
beneficial and harmful insects, plant diseases, integrated 
pest management, wildlife management, soils, birds, 
composting, water conservation, and much much more.                        

Master Gardeners are considered researchers rather than experts. They participate in 40 hours of 
training provided by experienced staff from Cornell Cooperative Extension to gain a basic understanding 
of horticulture and available horticultural information and online resources. Course topics include plant 
nutrition, soils, vegetable, fruit culture, trees, shrubs, lawns, diseases and insects that affect plants, 
pruning and more. 

You don’t need to be an expert to join, if you enjoy gardening as a hobby, this may be perfect for you. 

To become a Master Gardener, all you need to do is attend a 10-week training offered by Cornell 
Cooperative Extension. 

For more information, please call us at 315-536-5123! 

About Us 

417 Liberty Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 


