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Brief History of 4-H
4-H didn't really start in one time or place. It began around the start of the
20th century in the work of several people in different parts of the United
States who were concerned about young people.
During the late 1800's, researchers at public universities saw that adults in
the farming communities did not readily accept the new agricultural
discoveries being developed on university campuses - practices like using
hybrid seed corn, milk sanitation and better home canning procedures.
However, the researchers found that young people were open to new
thinking and would "experiment" with new ideas and share their experiences
and successes with their parents. In this way, rural youth programs became
an innovative way to introduce new agriculture technology to their
communities.
The seed of the 4-H idea of practical and "hands-on" learning came from the
desire to make public school education more connected to country life. Early
programs tied both public and private resources together for the purpose of
helping rural youth.
A. B. Graham started one such youth program in Clark County, Ohio in
January, 1902; and, O. J. Kern started a similar club one month later, in
February, 1902, in Winnebago County, Illinois. Many of these early clubs which were project oriented - were called "Tomato Clubs" or "Corn Clubs"
or "Pig Clubs" and "Canning Clubs".
Jessie Field Shambaugh developed the clover pin with an H on each leaf in
1910, and by 1912 the groups were beginning to be called 4-H Clubs.
When Congress passed the Smith-Lever Act in 1914 and created the
Cooperative Extension System at USDA, it included work of various boys'
and girls' clubs involved with agriculture, home economics and related
subjects, which effectively nationalized the 4-H organization.
Nearing its 50th anniversary, 4-H began to undergo several changes. In
1948, a group of American young people went to Europe, and a group of
Europeans came to the United States on the first International Farm Youth
Exchange. Since then, thousands of young people have participated in 4-H
out-of-state trips and international exchanges. 4-H began to extend into
urban areas in the 1950's across the entire country, however 4-H
programming had been going on in some cities as early as 1906 or 1908.

Later, the basic 4-H focus became the personal growth of the member. Life skills development was
built into 4-H projects, activities and events to help youth become contributing, productive,
self-directed members of society. The organization changed in the 1960's, combining 4-H groups
divided by gender or race into a single integrated program.
Today, 4-H has an expansive reach, serving youth in rural, urban and suburban communities in every
state across the nation. Youth currently in 4-H are tackling the nation's top issues, from global food
security, climate change and sustainable energy to childhood obesity and food safety. 4-H out-ofschool programming, in-school enrichment programs, clubs and camps also offer a wide variety of
science, engineering, technology and applied math educational opportunities - from agricultural and
animal sciences to rocketry, robotics, environmental protection and computer science - to improve the
nation's ability to compete in key scientific fields and take on the leading challenges of the 21st
century.
https://4-hhistorypreservation.com/History/Hist_Nat/

4 Four Generations of 4-H
Katherine Sheld on
(Turrell) with her 1933
Pen of Three Market
Lambs
at
the
International Livestock
Exhibition in Chicago.
Richard Turrell Shortly
After He Started
Working at CCE
Chenango

Lauren Turrell With Her
Award Winning 4-H
Rabbit
A b by a nd O wen
Working In The Fair
Store at the Chenango
County Fair.

Volume 10, Issue 22

4-H Projects & Events

Page 2

THE GREAT PUMPKIN CHALLENGE
4-H’ers should have all received pumpkin seeds in the latest 4-H
SNAPSHOT. Don’t forget to get them planted so you can take part in the
GREAT PUMPKIN CHALENGE come fall. If you didn’t get seeds and you’d
like some be sure to send an email to Rhonda: rlt236@cornell.edu and she
will see that you get some.

4-H Heritage Scrapbook
Families are important to us. They are the foundation for our values and
beliefs. It is important for youth to learn about their family and gain a greater
appreciation for their family heritage. What is our heritage? Heritage is
something that belongs to us by reason of birth. It is the history of a family.
Where the family came from and all of the traditions, customs and more that
have been passed down from generation to generation make up a family’s
heritage. The Heritage Scrapbook Project will take some time to research and
develop. You will build and grow your project as you grow! As you work
through this project, take your time and explore the many facets of your family.
As you progress from beginner to intermediate to advanced, you will continue
to add to your scrapbook. The Heritage Scrapbook will include pictures,
reports, and more.
http://4h.okstate.edu/literature-links/lit-online/leadership-personal_development/personaldevelopment/heritage-scrapbook-manual_nov17_2017

4-H Heritage Recipe Collection
An exhibit is at least 10 recipes that depict family or local history. For each
recipe state: source of recipe; history related to recipe; traditions related to
preparing, serving, and eating the food. For 4 of the 10 recipes, indicate how
well it was liked after making it. The collection should represent one or more
generations older than you and can be collected from family, friends, or other
community sources. All recipes must be collected and at least 4 or the 10
prepared during the current 4-H year.
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E n r o l l m e n t
Re-Enrollment
Due—June 1

a n d
Forms

Livestock Certificates Due—
June 15

Chenango County Fair—Aug
11-16

Afton Fair—July 9-12
Junior Liv estock
Canceled—July 12-14

Show —

Pre-Fair Family Picnic—July 15

Survival Skills Challenge—
June 6— Postponed

County Fair Clean Up—July 27

Pullorum Testing– June 15

County Fair Pen Set Up—Aug 3

4-H Riding
June 18

Evaluations-

Chenango County
Day— June 20

Dairy
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NYS State Fair-Aug. 21—
Sept. 7

99 N. Broad St.
Norwich, NY 13815

Thanks for catching up with the
Chenango County 4-H Program.
Hope to see you soon!
Janet Pfromm
4-H Coordinator

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals
with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities.

4-H Photo Finish
4-H Projects
by
Zoom
To submit your photo, send a clear, up-close shot of your
4-H club/family activity to:
Richard Turrell, rlt229@cornell.edu

We’re on the web: www.cce.cornell.edu/chenango or become a Friend on Facebook!

