
SUMMARY OF 4-H NORTHSIDE URBAN OUTREACH PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 
 
As a community-based program that supports under-served and minority families living in 
apartment communities, we are very concerned about the health and welfare of the families we 
serve.  We are actively working to be of service to families by making sure all of our families have 
food and are connected to community partners and resources.  Food insecurity, lack of tissue 
and cleaning supplies are primary concerns. We are working to help our families get these basic 
necessities.  We are also working to provide families with educational supplies to support home 
schooling. This will be our primary focus until we resume on-site programs in June or July.  
 
In April, Ramona and Tami contacted families in the West Village and Northside communities to 
help connect families with emergency food and supplies.  The Park Foundation helped connect 
us with Randi Quackenbush, the Director of Community Impact at Food Bank of the Southern Tier 
and a CCE board member and Brandi Remington Communications & Student Engagement 
Manager at the United Way of Tompkins County to provide emergency food delivery to 72 
families living in the Northside and West Village Apartments on April 3, 2020 and 43 boxes on 
4/16. Randi and her husband helped load the Gadabout vans that Kristen Wells, executive 
director of Gadabout provided to deliver to food boxes to the families. These amazing community 
organizations and volunteers provided much needed and appreciated support to many families 
and helped them connect to community resources.   
 
Elizabeth Reed, PhD and Dr. George Reed provided a donation of $15,000 to help support the 4-
H Urban Outreach Program during the pandemic. We shipped tissue paper, soap and activities to 
families and volunteers from Words to Deeds provided cleaning and hygiene products for 
families. The children in both programs have received jump ropes lessons for several years. In an 
effort to continue this healthy exercise that is conducive to social distancing, on Monday, April 6, 
we sent jump ropes to all of the children in the program. Parents and children were very excited 
and happy to receive the jump ropes. 
 
Ramona is connecting with teens and is working with part of the IAAA Task Force- Ithaca Asian 
American Association – to make posters fighting racism and talking to the teens about their 
feelings and concerns.  All of the teens are Asian Americans as are many of our college mentors. 
It is heart breaking that in addition to the health, food and financial worries the families are facing 
that they have to deal with racist hate and actions.  We are supporting teens and making plans 
for the program to resume to encourage hope and let them know the program is here for them. 
 
In May, community partners and program supporters the TRIAD foundation, Community 
Foundation Board support for 56 families to receive $54 in educational supplies to support home 
schooling parents and Wegman’s is providing support to purchase cleaning and hygiene products.   
Liv Vincent of the Free Science Workshop, Inc. created science activity bags for youth in the 4-H 
Urban Outreach program and we are working to have the science kits delivered to each family. 
We are creating a summer program that will provide food, face masks, outdoor play, reading and 
science for 93 children we are currently serving. We hope to open our program as soon as it is 
safe to do so. 


