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There’s still time to start seedlings for a 
garden!  Check out our website for garden 
growing tips to enjoy fresh vegetables and 

healthy eating in the summertime. 

 
CCE Steuben will have some hand sanitizer available if producers 
are in need starting on Friday, May 8th.  We will have some in 2 oz. 

bottles or gallon bottles.  Please contact Ariel Kirk at 
adk39@cornell.edu if needed and we can determine a way to pick 

up or drop off the sanitizer. 
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Are You a Berry Producer? 
Did You Subscribe To This 

Great Resource? 
 
Esther Kibbe, CCE WNY Berry Specialist, with input 
and support from Laura McDermott and other 
Cornell berry experts, are compiling regular berry 
field observations on a new blog: 
https://blogs.cornell.edu/berries/berry-blog/.  
 
Many growers have already been alerted to this 
resource through other Cornell newsletters (such as 
FruitNotes, the ENYHP newsletters, VegEdge, and 
the SWD blog), but we wanted to share this 
information with all professional berry growers. It is 
easy to subscribe, and subscribers will get an email 
notification whenever we add a new update (roughly 
weekly), and may unsubscribe at any time if they no 
longer want the updates. 
 
The berry specialists will be providing information on 
the growth and development they see on the plants, 
and the horticultural activities that go with those 
growth stages. If we see particular pest or disease 
issues, they will be calling those out, and providing 
brief management recommendations. We will use 
this platform to share regular updates at least 
through the early berry production season.  

 
 
 
 

Child Care Expenses for 
Essential Workers 

 
Julie C. Suarez, Associate Dean for Cornell Land-
Grant Affairs, shared this important information 
(Updated 4/24/20): 
 
NYS has decided they will be utilizing $30M of 
federal CARES act assistance to help with child care 
expenses for essential workers.  Farm employees 
and food processors are considered essential 
workers.  Essentially, families of 300% of the poverty 
level will be eligible for the assistance. See below for 
the links listing more information or application 
information: 

As of 3/20/2020 licensed child care businesses in 
New York State are considered essential services 
and allowed to operate. NYS announced on 
4/24/2020 that child care scholarships will be 
available for child care expenses  for essential 
workers; which includes food processing and farm 
employees.  Scholarships are being paid for from 
$30M in federal CARES Act funding received by 
NYS, and are open to families who are at 300% or 
less of the federal poverty level – or $78,600 or less 
for a family of four.  More information can be found 
here:  https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/news/article.php?idx

=2119.   
 
The parent application is here: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScvxhL
CNWoq4koXGsY2QbInTgj8MTB3911ZO9Kw2rgz5
ciLrQ/viewform. The scholarships will be available 
for the duration of the NY Pause order.  The Office 
of Children and Family Services provides guidance 
to New York State licensed child care centers during 
the COVID-19 crisis here:  
https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/news/COVID-19/  
 
While child care centers are being given flexibility to 
add spots for child care for essential workers, 
facilities are also being mindful of social distancing 
guidance. The Office of Children and Family 
Services maintains a listing of licensed day care 
providers: 
https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/childcare/looking.asp 
to search for child care options although not all of the 
providers may be open during this current time.  In 
certain regions, local YMCA’s have been expanding 
child care options for local essential workers and 
may be an option to explore. The ABCD program, 
which serves as a primary resource for the children 
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of farm employee and food system employees, 
is currently closed and will re-evaluate its status 
regularly https://www.abcdny.org/welcome 
 so please call local Centers for availability. 

 

New York Farmers Donate 34,000 
Pounds Of Milk, Beef & Produce To 

NYC Families 

 
Donations were made possible by a partnership 
between Senator Jessica Ramos and NY farms 

PUBLISHED ON May 4, 2020 
 
The Northeast Dairy Producers Association 
(NEDPA) today announced that farms and co-ops 
located across Upstate New York have donated 
more than 34,000 pounds of milk, beef, fruit and 
vegetables to fellow New Yorkers in need. (photo by 
Don Shall, creative commons/flickr.com) 
 
ALBANY, N.Y. — The Northeast Dairy Producers 
Association (NEDPA) today announced that farms 
and co-ops located across Upstate New York have 
donated more than 34,000 pounds of milk, beef, fruit 
and vegetables to fellow New Yorkers in need.  
In addition to the NY-sourced milk and food, packets 
of crayons and coloring books for kids have also 
been donated, and are being made available to 
families on Friday, May 1 at Senator Ramos’ district 
office in East Elmhurst, Queens.  
The following donations were made possible by a 
partnership between Senator Jessica Ramos and a 
number of New York State farms:  
 

 300 pounds of beef donated by La Casa De 
Leche Farm (Livingston County) and the 
Northeast Dairy Producers Association.  

 1,700 gallons of milk donated by Dairy Farmers 
of America.  

 20,000 apples equaling 5,700 pounds donated 
by Farm Fresh First, Inc., which markets NY 
apples from over 100 apple growers throughout 
the state.  

 14,000 pounds of onions, 8,000 pounds of 
potatoes and 4,000 pounds of cabbage 
donated by Torrey Farms, Inc. (Genesee County) 
and the New York State Vegetable Growers 
Association.  

 2,880 pounds of blueberry and vanilla parfait 
yogurt donated by Upstate Niagara Cooperative, 
Inc., a dairy cooperative located in Western NY.  

 575 packs of Prang Crayons made with 
soybean oil donated by the New York Corn & 
Soybean Growers Association, along with 
coloring books sponsored by New York dairy 

farmers and donated through American Dairy 
Association North East.  

 
On Wednesday, April 29 a truck left Western New 
York packed with beef, vegetables, fruit, yogurt, 
crayons and coloring books. The truck stopped at 
Dean Foods in Rensselaer County to pick up 1,700 
gallons of milk and arrived in Queens on Thursday, 
April 30.  
 
Many areas in Senate District 13, including 
Elmhurst, East Elmhurst, Jackson Heights, Corona 
and parts of Woodside and Astoria — are 
considered food deserts, making it difficult to obtain 
fresh meals. Additionally, there are few local food 
pantries that remain open in the area as many 
residents have fallen ill with COVID-19.  
 
The donations of food, milk, crayons and coloring 
books will be available and distributed to families in 
need on Friday, May 1 from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. A hot 
meal distribution will also take place on Saturday, 
May 2 at Senator Ramos’ office.  
 
“In addition to the unspeakable loss of life caused by 
the coronavirus pandemic, two additional 
devastating tragedies are unfolding during this crisis 
— a spike in hunger as the economic pain takes its 
toll, and the breakdown of our food supply chain,” 
said Senator Jessica Ramos. “We cannot have 
hungry families in New York City, and farmers 
upstate dumping their product because they cannot 
sell it. Together with our farmer partners, we created 
our own network, and we will convert our district 
office into a food distribution hub to provide our 
neighbors with fresh produce and meals.”  
 
Northeast Dairy Producers Association Vice 
Chair and Owner of La Casa De Leche Dairy 
Farm (Livingston County) Keith Kimball said, 
“The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted us all – our 
families, our businesses and the greater New York 
community. By pooling resources and working 
together to adapt to unprecedented market 
disruption, we’re able to get milk, beef and produce 
in the hands of those in need. I’m proud to partner 
with farmers, co-ops and processors across the 
state to make this donation a reality, and thankful to 
Senator Ramos for hosting the event for families in 
Queens.”  
 
Maureen Torrey, co-owner of Torrey Farms, Inc. 
(Genesee County) said, “Thanks to the passionate 
employees on our family farm and our dedicated 
truck drivers, we’re able to donate 26,000 pounds of 
vegetables to families in need, including onions that 

https://www.abcdny.org/welcome


 
 

Senator Ramos helped us plant last year. This public 
health crisis has changed life as we know it, but what 
we’ve learned is that no matter where you live – 
Buffalo, Plattsburgh, New York City and everywhere 
in between – we’re all New Yorkers and together we 
are New York Tough.”  
 
Northeast Dairy Producers Association (NEDPA) is 
an organization of dairy producers and industry 
partners committed to an economically viable, 
consumer-conscious dairy industry dedicated to the 
care and well-being of our communities, 
environment, employees and cows.  
 

—Northeast Dairy Producers Association 

 
 

Particle Size Matters For High-Straw 
Dry Cow Diets  

 Casey Havekes and Trevor DeVries  
for Progressive Dairy 

 

In the weeks leading up to calving and the early 
postpartum period, various behavioral, metabolic 
and physiological challenges are imposed on the 
dairy cow. 

One of the biggest stressors the cow faces at 
calving is the sudden and dramatic increased 
nutrient demand for milk production, which often 
coincides with a lag in dry matter intake (DMI). 
Considerable research has been focused on 
identifying fresh cow feeding strategies to promote 
greater intake in early lactation, thereby reducing 
the severity of negative energy balance cows 
experience and, thus, reducing the risk of 
metabolic and infectious disease. However, more 
recently, we have learned the diet consumed by 
dry cows may be equally important in terms of 
stimulating intake in early lactation. 

 
More and more commonly, dairy producers are 
feeding high-straw, controlled-energy dry cow 
diets, more often referred to as the "Goldilocks 
Diet," which is based on the concept of not too 
much and not too little. These diets incorporate 
low-nutrient-dense ingredients, such as wheat 
straw, into the diet - and are designed to allow the 
cow to maximize intake, particularly in volume, 
while controlling for energy consumption. From a 
physiological standpoint, these diets may work 
great because cows are able to eat as much as 
they want without gaining excessive body 
condition. However, from a feeding behavior 

standpoint, issues arise when the particle 
distribution of the diet is considered. 

Straw is a dry, bulky forage, and high inclusion 
rates may limit DMI, as passage rate through the 
rumen may be slowed, particularly when particle 
size is long. From a management standpoint, a big 
challenge on-farm with feeding high-straw diets is 
achieving a particle size small enough to reduce 
sorting. Sorting occurs when cows selectively 
consume one portion of the diet relative to another 
portion, leading to the consumption of an 
imbalanced diet. Not only does sorting 
compromise the nutritive value of what that cow 
consumes, but it also may reduce the nutritive 
value of the feed that remains in the bunk 
throughout the day when perhaps more 
subordinate animals feed. 

This results in inconsistency in what cows 
consume, both within and between cows. Overall, 
the goal of these high-straw dry cow diets is to 
promote consistent consumption; thus reducing 
feed sorting and promoting large volumes of feed 
consumption are crucial components to the 
success of the feeding program. 

Our research group at the University of Guelph 
recently conducted a study to address the 
behavioral feeding issues with these high-straw dry 
cow diets. We set out to answer the following 
question: Can we improve intake, reduce sorting, 
promote overall health and productivity of transition 
cows by manipulating the particle size of straw in a 
high-straw dry cow diet? 

Cows entering their second lactation or greater 
were enrolled in a study at dry-off, about 45 days 
prior to calving. Upon enrollment, cows were fed a 
dry cow TMR that contained (on a dry matter basis) 
36% corn silage, 35% dry cow pellet and 29% 
wheat straw. Prior to adding to the TMR, the straw 
was chopped in a tub grinder; for half the cows a 
2.54-centimeter (1-inch) screen was used and, for 
the other half of cows, a 10.16-centimeter (4-inch) 
screen was used. After calving, all cows were fed 
the same lactating diet regardless of pre-calving 
dietary treatment. 

During the dry period, cows fed the shorter-straw 
diet had greater feed intake compared to cows fed 
the longer-straw diet. Perhaps even more 
interesting was the change in intake we observed 
as cows approached calving. During the week 
leading up to calving, cows fed the shorter-straw 
diet were able to maintain more consistent intake 
compared to cows fed the longer-straw diet, who 
exhibited a faster decline in intake during that 

https://www.progressivedairy.com/topics/feed-nutrition/particle-size-matters-for-high-straw-dry-cow-diets
https://www.progressivedairy.com/topics/feed-nutrition/particle-size-matters-for-high-straw-dry-cow-diets
https://ncrat.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=50
http://animalbiosciences.uoguelph.ca/abscpeople/tdevries
https://www.progressivedairy.com/topics/feed-nutrition/particle-size-matters-for-high-straw-dry-cow-diets


 

week. Cows fed the longer-straw diet also sorted 
that diet more extensively against the longest 
dietary particles than cows fed the shorter-straw 
diet. 

In past research, it has been demonstrated that 
cows will sort a diet when the particles are more 
easily distinguishable from one another, as was the 
case with the longer chopped straw diet. The most 
obvious consequence of sorting was that those 
cows consumed a diet which was not nutritionally 
intended for them, but also the increased sorting 
against the long particles resulted in a slower 
feeding rate and may have limited their ability to 
maximize total dry matter consumed. 

Interestingly, cows fed the shorter-straw diet sorted 
against the finest dietary particle fraction, whereas 
cows fed the longer-straw diet did not sort for or 
against this fraction. This finding was surprising, as 
cows will typically sort in favor of the smaller 
particles of their diet, which are often the most 
palatable. However, in the case of our dry cow 
diets, the finest particles in the diet were mostly 
straw fines and dust, and the shorter chopped 
straw diet contained even more straw fines and 
dust than the longer chopped straw diet. Because 
it is likely that cows do not like straw fines and dust, 
they sorted against this fraction. Based on this 
finding, we would recommend using a straw 
chopping technique that minimizes overprocessing 
the straw, thereby reducing the amount of fines 
and dust in the TMR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In recent years, many researchers have 
investigated how pre-calving feeding behavior 
influences post-calving success. One finding of 
particular interest from this work is the association 
of increased risk of developing ketosis with greater 
drops in intake as cows approach calving. In 
support of this finding, in our research cows fed the 
longer-straw diet had greater blood beta-
hydroxybutyrate (BHB) levels three weeks post-
calving, compared to cows fed the shorter-straw 
diet. 

We also determined that cows fed the longer-straw 
diet had a greater maximum level of BHB, 
indicating these cows may have been experiencing 
a greater extent of negative energy balance in 
early lactation. It is also noteworthy that cows fed 
the shorter-straw dry diet had improved rumen 
health in the first week post-calving, as evidenced 
by less rapid drop in reticulorumen pH during that 
time period. This is likely related to cows fed the 
shorter-straw diet having more consistent intake, 
both in amount and composition, in the week 
leading up to calving, which potentially helped 
better prepare the rumen for the transition onto the 
more fermentable, higher-grain lactating diet they 
were fed at calving. 

Overall, the results from this research suggest that 
maintaining a short straw particle size in a high-
straw dry cow diet can play a significant role in 
improving intake, reducing feed sorting and 
improving metabolic health. Based on these 
results, we recommend evaluating the particle 
distribution of your dry cow diet (ask your 
nutritionist to perform a particle size analysis on 
your farm) - the longest forage particles should not 
make up more than about 5% of the diet, which 
can, in part, be accomplished by chopping your dry 
forages shorter. In the long term, also consider 
evaluating the chop length of your ensiled forages, 
as these will also contribute to your overall diet 
particle size distribution.   

Casey Havekes completed her Masters of Science 
at the University of Guelph and is currently a 
regional dairy specialist with Cornell University 
Cooperative Extension. 
Trevor DeVries is a professor at University of 
Guelph. Email Trevor DeVries.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Springwater Agricultural Products 
8663 Strutt Street, Springwater NY 

585-315-1094 or 607-759-0405 

 
Crop Production Materials, Foliar Nutrition & Adjuvant Sales 

SeedWay, NK&WL, Seed Sales:  

Corn, Soybeans, Small Grains, Forage & Pasture Grasses 

Sun up until Sun down!  Dave & Penny 

Farm tested with farm-friendly prices. 
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Applications Open for Round 2  
of Grow-NY 

2020 Applications are open through 
July 15, 2020. 

 
The Grow-NY initiative provides funding, 
mentorship, business development support, and 
other key resources to leading food and ag startups 
from across the globe. A total of $3 million in prizes 
will be awarded this year to seven startups.  
 
During this unprecedented pandemic, economic 
development programs like this competition identify 
and support innovative, high growth potential 
startups, so that they scale, create new jobs, and 
leverage the region's wealth of food and ag assets. 
Grow-NY will provide a boost to the economy at a 
time when it is urgently needed. 
 
To apply, visit Grow-NY.com and for more 
information. 
 
The following article is from the VegEdge 
Newsletter.  VegEdge is published 25 times a year, 
parallel to the production schedule of Western New 
York growers.  Subscribers to the Cornell Vegetable 
Program receive a complimentary electronic 
subscription to the newsletter. Print copies are 
available for an additional fee but you must 
subscribe to the Cornell Vegetable Program.  For 
further information on how to subscribe, please 
contact our office at 607-664-2300 or email Ariel Kirk 
at adk39@cornell.edu    
 

Early April Berry Observations and 
Recommendations 

Esther Kibbe, Cornell Cooperative Extension, 
Harvest NY 

Strawberries: Good leaf development, especially in 
warmer areas. Southern Tier (Wyoming County) is a 
bit behind locations closer to Lake Ontario and Lake 
Erie. Time to think about fungicides for leaf diseases 
(leaf spot, leaf scorch, leaf blight), as young leaves 
are most susceptible, especially if older leaves have 
lesions. Seeing overwintering two-spot spider mites 
(reddish) and aphid eggs (black) on undersides of 
leaves in some fields. There’s still time to get 
herbicides out if you haven’t already. In Eastern NY, 
many growers never applied straw this winter and 
are still reporting good winter survival due to 
reasonable snow cover and mild 
temperatures.  Some growers didn’t cover berries 
until mid-January.  For all growers, straw should be 
removed by now – even in colder areas straw should 

come off as plants are growing underneath.  New 
growth that appears yellow or has marginal die back 
is suffering from lack of sunlight.  Overall, the berries 
coming out of the winter look very good. 
 

 
Overwintering spider mites appear as 

red specks on the backs of leaves. 

Blueberries: In most varieties, buds are moving to 
green tip. In cooler areas buds are still at bud swell 
and copper or fungicide sprays for canker would be 
appropriate.  Cuprofix, Kocide and Badge are three 
different copper formulations that provide protection 
from canker diseases.  Quilt Xcel, Pristine and 
Quash are also labelled for this delayed dormant 
time period.  More growers have canker building in 
fields – so it’s important to try and get a cover spray 
on especially if lime sulfur did not get applied. This 
is the time to start fungicides for mummyberry. 
Consider raking under the plants to disturb 
apothecia, especially if you had mummies last year. 

Herbicide options for blueberries at these stages 
include:  Sinbar, Callisto, Chateau, Devrinol, Princep 
etc.  Ideally these should be applied before bud 
break, so the window is closed or closing, depending 
on location.  In early May apply Gramoxone, 
Firestorm, Prowl H2O, or Scythe depending on 
weed problem – all should be applied before new 
cane emergence.  Problem weeds like nutsedge can 
be controlled by Sandea and Stinger can be used all 
summer for composites and other problem weeds. 
Many growers are seeing increased pressure from 
blueberry stem gall wasps. Pruning out and burning 
galls is still the best method of control. Gall pressure 
appears to be limited to certain varieties. It’s time to 
apply nitrogen fertilizer to blueberries if you use dry 
granular sources. Rates depend on the age of the 



 

plants – see the great resources on the Cornell Fruit 
website for details. 

 

Blueberries at green tip. This is the stage to 
protect against mummyberry. 

 

 

Stem galls on blueberries should be 
pruned out and burned. 

 
 

Brambles: Some varieties are breaking bud and 
showing tiny leaves.  Lime sulfur and some copper 
products can still be used for anthracnose, cane 
blight and spur blight. This is the best time to apply 
fertilizer to brambles, rates depend on the age of the 
plants. (See chart from 2020 Cornell Berry 
Guidelines below) 
 
 

Plant 
Age 

Fertilizer 
Rate and 
Timing 

Product 
Recommendation 

Comments 

0 25-35 lb/A, 4 
weeks after 
planting 

calcium nitrate Avoid touching 
plants with fertilizers 
after planting. 

1 35-55 lb/A, in 
May or split 
between May 
and June 

urea or ammonium 
nitrate 

Use higher amount 
on sandier soils or if 
irrigation is used. 

2+ 40-80 lb/A, in 
May or split 
between May 
and June 

urea or ammonium 
nitrate 

Use higher amount 
on sandier soils or if 
irrigation is used. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

  

 



  



 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 
 

 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
   of Steuben County 
20 East Morris Street 
Bath, NY  14810 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***************************************************************************************************************************** 
FOR LEASE/RENT  
 

6+ acres for lease for organic cultivation. Must have ag exemption. Call 607 483-8758 between 10:30 AM and 
5:00 PM, M – F.  
 
Available For Rent: Steuben County SWCD has an Esch 10’ No-Till Drill for rent.  Rates are $12-$25/acre based 
on number of acres planted. Delivery/pickup available. Please call (607)776-7398 ext.3 for more information. 
 
Seeking conservation minded individual with interests in permaculture to rent 3-4 acre, gentle grade, southern 
exposure field for agricultural production in Steuben County, NY. Acceptable practices include organic vegetable 
production, small scale poultry, and organic greenhouse or high tunnel production. Other considerations will be 
determined by owner. Improved, uncultivated ground will require proper preparation for success. Currently no 
housing available on the property, but can be discussed with owner in the future. Contact CCE Steuben at 607-
664-2574 for further information.   
  
Attention Cattle Farmers:  I have pasture/farmland for rent, 40-50 acres, reasonable rate. Located in Steuben 
County on State Rt. 63.  Contact Marian Crawford at 585-728-5303. 


