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The Many Hands of CCE Sullivan Mask Makers 

SULLIVAN COUNTY, NY— When many hands make light work, Cornell Cooperative Extension Sullivan 
County (CCE) unites with its network of committed individuals to make a difference. In light of New 
York State guidance for wearing masks in public to safeguard against Covid-19, CCE staff, volunteers, 
community groups, and 4-H families continue to sew and distribute cloth face coverings to people in 
need.  

“As soon as it became clear that masks were being recommended, our staff and volunteers quickly 
got to work designing beautiful masks for both friends and strangers,” said Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Sullivan County Executive Director Colleen Monaghan.  

“We are pleased to see the County’s Mask Brigade, the state-wide 4-H Mask Task initiative 
(#nys4hmasktask), and others joining the effort so that farm workers, essential employees, families, 
and folks across the county have what they need to remain safe.” 

Among CCE staff involved in the effort, 4-H Program Coordinator Marylin Jones has led the 
Intergenerational Textile Project for many years, collaborating with volunteer Bev Hesse at the 
Extension Education Center to provide monthly instruction and camaraderie to a group of crochet 
and knitting enthusiasts. Equipped with the lessons learned through those sessions, they are 
churning out dozens of masks for the good of the cause.  

Marylin invites CCE’s corps of 4-H families to participate, like 4-H youth member Zoey and her mother 
Darlene McGee, who contribute their own take on creative mask designs. Veteran 4-H club leader, 
Mary Nosek, has already distributed 37 masks. 

Another CCE staff member at work on her sewing machine, Dependent Care Educator Bonnie Lewis 
was joined by volunteer Jane Susswein, who together crafted over 100 masks and counting. 

The Calico Geese Quilting Guild, a long-time CCE community group, has generously donated more 
than 324 masks to locations far and wide including Sullivan BOCES, Sullivan County Government, local 
food pantries and grocery stores, medical doctors, town halls, and other vulnerable neighbors.  

Individuals or families who wish to donate masks, or are in need of masks, food, or other resources 
can contact sullivan@cornell.edu or call 845-292-6180. Monetary donations can be made at  
www.sullivancce.org/donate.  
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*Please note these are face coverings donated by Cornell Cooperative Extension Sullivan County 
staff and volunteers and should not be used as personal protective equipment (PPE) designated for 
frontline personnel. We recommend washing face coverings prior to wearing and following Center 
for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) guidelines on proper mask use.  

For urgent help, contact the Sullivan County Emergency Community Assistance Center at 845-807-
0925. Callers with health questions or concerns should call the Sullivan County Public Health Services’ 
hotline at 845-292-5910. 

CCE prioritizes the health, safety, and well-being of the communities it serves. Given the uncertainty 
surrounding COVID-19, and due to an abundance of caution, the Extension Education Center is closed 
to the public and in-person gatherings have been postponed until further notice. CCE phone and 
email lines are OPEN, and staff continue to provide support remotely at this time. For the latest 
CCESC resources on public health and Covid-19, visit www.sullivancce.org. 
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