
  

 

Blue Shirt Photo Contest 
  

Gift cards to local stores and restaurants will be the prizes for 
our “blue shirt” photo contest!  We are looking for fun, funny 
and action shots of 4-H members, parents and volunteers wear-
ing their blue 90th anniversary shirts. Photos of you working on 
your 4-H projects, with your animals, in the community, with 
your 4-H friends (after our stay-at-home order), and family.  
Photos must be taken in 2020.  These photos will be used in our 
4-H promotion on our website, in printed material, on Face-
book, so only send in photos that you will like others to see.  It is 

perfectly fine to “stage” your photos – and send as many as you 
like. 
  
The photos need to be sent to Lke2@cornell.edu, each in a  
separate email.  Be sure to send along a brief description of each 
photo – including the names of everyone in the photo (in order 
of appearance).  We will be announcing (and displaying) our  
winners at 4-H Achievement Night –  November 6, 2020.   
Deadline for submission is October 1.  

Extension Education Center 
479 Route 66, Hudson, NY 12534 
(518)  828-3346 
 
Agroforestry Resource Center  
6055 Route 23, Acra, NY  12405 
(518)  622-9820 
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WE ARE ON FACEBOOK!  4-H Columbia and Greene 
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Toby Greer, with his bunny, 

MacGregor, and his Dad and 

4-H Club Leader, Billy Greer, 

with their hen, Margarita, at 

their roadside stand that Toby 

just built.  

80-190 Columbia County Fair 4-H 
Essay Contest 

 

Did you know that the Columbia County Ag 
Society was created 190 years ago, in 1830, 
through a meeting that “was attended by 

many of our respectable farmers, notwith-
standing the busy season demanding their 

presence in the fields”?  That led to the first 
Columbia County Fair, which was held in the 

city of Hudson on Tuesday, October 12, 1841.  
 

See page three for more information.   

mailto:Lke2@cornell.edu
https://www.facebook.com/4HColumbiaandGreene/
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Who We Are: 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is a unique educational  
network linking  Columbia County and Greene County with 
resources from Cornell University, the USDA and the  
national land grant university system. 
 
“4-H empowers youth to reach their full potential, working 
and learning in partnership with caring adults.” 
 
This mission is realized via traditional 4-H Clubs; educational 
programs for libraries, schools and community agencies; 
and classes at the Extension Education Center in Hudson 
and the Agroforestry Resource Center in Acra. 
 
Youth Connection is published ten times a year by the 4-H 
Youth Development staff of Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Columbia and Greene Counties as part of our informal 
educational programs for youth.  No one shall be denied 
the opportunity to  participate or receive information based 
on their ability to pay.  If you have special needs that we 
can accommodate, please contact us at (518) 828-3346 or 
columbiagreene@cornell.edu.  
 
“Like” us on Facebook:  go to Cornell Cooperative  
Extensions of Columbia and Greene Counties. 
 
The information in this publication is provided for  
educational purposes only. Any and all advertisements and 
references to businesses, producers, products, services or 
trade names is made with the understanding that no  
endorsement or discrimination is implied or expressed by 
Cornell Cooperative Extension. 
 
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator 

recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and 

employment opportunities  

 
4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT STAFF 

 

You can reach staff at the main office number in Hudson at 518-828-3346 

(extensions listed below) or use their direct line 
 

Linda K. Tripp, 4-H Issue Leader 

4-H club and volunteer management; community youth programming; citizenship 
lke2@cornell.edu/x210/direct line: 518-318-1193 

 

Rebecca Polmateer, Team Leader, Family and Consumer Sciences  

Healthy living; Urban 4-H 
rp328@cornell.edu/x117/direct line: 518-318-1143 

 

Anna Harrod-McGrew, 4-H Extension Educator  

Garden-based learning; environmental awareness;  
4-H public presentations; New York State Fair 

ash252@cornell.edu/518-828-3346 x202/direct line: 518-318-1180 

 

4-H Program Coordinator 

Animal science; agricultural awareness; STEM 

/x211/direct line: 518-318-1189  

 

Emily Warrington, Administrative Assistant 
4-H information and program registration 

ew387@cornell.edu/x209/direct line: 518-318-1210 

 
 

 

 

4-H PROGRAM CONTENT 

1. Citizenship & Civic Education      Cultural education & community service,  

respecting the rights of  others 
 

2. Communication & Exp. Arts Public speaking, performing arts, arts &    

crafts, photography 

 

3. Family & Consumer Science Clothing, home environment, child care  

&  consumer education 

 
4. Environmental Education  Wildlife, habitats, outdoor  

 recreation & stewardship 

 

5. Healthy Lifestyles Education   Cooking & nutrition, fitness safety,  

  wellness 

 

6. Personal Dev. & Leadership Building self-esteem and  

        competence, team work, social 
    and leadership skills, managing 

    conflict, workplace skills 

 

7. Plants & Animals  Indoor and outdoor gardening,  
    care & training of pets and other  

    animals 

 

8. Science & Technology  Exploring plant, animal, marine, food, 
    chemical and physical sciences; wood

    working, rocketry, electricity 

As the youth component of the Cooperative Extension System, 4-H is  

supported by Federal, state and county taxes. Club expenses are  
determined by project and activity selection. Training in club organization 

and program content is provided by Cornell Cooperative Extension Staff. 

 
If you have special needs related to program  
participation, please contact the Extension  
Education Center in Hudson at 518-828-3346 x209. 
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Message from Evon Antonio, Executive Director 
 
Dear volunteers, community members, partners and  
supporters, 
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Columbia & Greene Counties 
has spent the past month learning about the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) and its devastating impact.  Our thoughts are with 
those who have been directly affected and we aim to support 
those who are at the forefront of the battle to contain this 
virus. 
 
CCE prioritizes the health, safety and well-being of the com-
munities we serve.  Given the uncertainty surrounding COVID-
19, and due to an abundance of caution, all on-site and off-
site programs, workshops & 4-H activities (including 4-H Club 
meetings) are cancelled effective immediately until further 
notice. 
 
In addition, our offices are closed to the public, including our 
volunteers, until further notice.  Please be assured we are 
committed to supporting our communities through this very 
difficult time and encourage you to visit our website regularly 
for up-to-date information including links to relevant web-
sites. 
   
We thought we would share this message that is circulating as 
it really struck a chord with us…please stay safe! 
  

Conversations will not be cancelled 

Relationships will not be cancelled 

Love will not be cancelled 

Songs will not be cancelled 

Reading will not be cancelled 

Self-care will not be cancelled 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on the Coronavirus (COVID-19), please 
go to one of the following:  
 
CCE NY Extension Disaster Education Network website 
https://eden.cce.cornell.edu/ 
 
Columbia County Department of Health – 518-828-3358 
https://www.columbiacountynyhealth.com/ 
 
Greene County Public Health - 518-719-3600 https://
www.greenegovernment.com/departments/public-health  

80-190 Columbia County Fair 4-H Essay Contest 
 
(Continued from cover…)  
At this initial Fair, premiums were offered as follows: 
For seven classes of competition for horses, premium to-
taled $144.00: six classes for “Cattle cows” the premiums 
were $84.00: four classes for swine, $40.00: three classes for 
sheep, $30.00: one class each for cheese-$10.00, oxen-
$18.00, hogs-$12.00 and butter-$14.00.  Classes for manu-
factures took in satinett, flannel, linen and silk and involved 
premiums amounting to a total of $57.00.  For best plough 
the Fair offered $15.00. 
 
Also, did you know that 4-H classes were added to the fair 
80 years ago – in 1940?  We had a 4-H premium book of only 
six pages with exhibition classes that included: 
 Homemaking Exhibits – foods, clothing, room improve-

ment and posters. 
 Agriculture Exhibits – dairy cattle, sheep, swine, poultry, 

garden produce, strawberry exhibit, potato exhibit, hon-
ey exhibit and farm mechanics.  That was it! 

 
To commemorate this 80-190 Columbia County Fair partner-
ship, we are holding an “80-190 4-H Essay Contest”.  This 
contest is being sponsored by our 4-H program and the  
Columbia County Fair.  
 
The theme of the essay contest is “Me, 4-H, and the Colum-
bia County Fair”.  Any current 4-H member who is exhibiting 
at the Columbia County Fair this year is encouraged to par-
ticipate by submitting one neatly printed, written or typed 
8”x11” page.  Put on the back of the essay your name, mail-
ing address, phone number and date of birth. 
 
All who submit an essay will receive two daily gate passes 
into this year’s fair.  A Columbia County Fair prize pack will 
be given to the top winners in each age category (by 4-H 
age).  The categories are ages 5-7; 8-10; 11-13; 14-19. 
 
The deadline for essay submission is August 3, 2020.  Prizes 
will be presented during 
the Columbia County 
Fair.  Contact Linda Tripp 
for more information – 
518- 318-1193 or 
Lke2@cornell.edu.  
 
 
 

Don’t forget to visit our website at 

www.ccecolumbiagreene.org for information on our Associ-

ation.  Check out the “4-H and Youth  

Development” tab for all things 4-H.   

mailto:Lke2@cornell.edu
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Goodbye Meg! 

 
I am writing to let everyone know that I am moving on from 
CCE Columbia-Greene and will be starting a position as a 4-H 
Educator with UMass Extension in April 2020.  I have truly 
enjoyed my time as the 4-H Educator in Columbia-Greene 
and want to thank everyone for being so welcoming.  All of 
the guidance and support I received from volunteers, fami-
lies, and CCE staff was integral in planning great programs for 
all of our 4-H'ers!  I can honestly say that, in almost 10 years 
in education, I have never worked with such a group of dedi-
cated volunteers.   
 
Educators come and go, but the strength of the 4-H programs 
in Columbia-Greene is most certainly in its dedicated mem-
bers and volunteers. It was an incredibly tough decision to 
make and moving on has been bittersweet, but I am excited 
to be close to my family and feel lucky to be able to continue 
to work in 4-H Extension.                              Meg McDermott 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CCE Hiring Freeze 
 
Because of so many unknowns likely to be caused by out-
comes of COVID-19, CCE of Columbia and Greene Counties 
has instituted a hiring freeze.  In the short term that means 
that we will be leaving several positions vacant for the time 
being, including the 4-H AG/STEM Educator position.  
 
It also means that summer assistants and interns will not 
come on board as was hoped.  As we move out of this COVID-
19 time and can assess funding impacts, decisions will be 
made as far as staffing is concerned.  Please stay tuned. 

 
 

4-H Event Updates as of April 15, 2020 
 
Staff are working remotely so do please be in touch  
via email.  We will be checking our phone messages  
periodically. 
 
Linda lke2@cornell.edu—also 4-H cell phone 518-605-0786 
Anna ash252@cornell.edu 
Emily ew387@cornell.edu 
  
We can tell you that the following scheduled 4-H/CCE 
meetings, programs and events are cancelled and will not 
be rescheduled at this time: 

 4-H Advisory Committee Meetings in March and May 

 4-H Leader Trainings in March, April and May 

 CCE’s Maple Fest March 21 

 4-H Photography Workshop March 31+ 

 CCE’s Spring Gardening Day April 4 

 Teen Ambassador 4-H Club Meeting April 6 

 CCE’s Safe Sitter Workshop April 17 

 Cornell Vet School Open House April 18 

 NYS 4-H STARR Trip April 24-26 

 SUNY Cobleskill Block and Bridle Livestock Clinic April 25 

 4-H Forestry Weekend May 8-10 

 4-H Capital Days May 17-19 

 4-H STEM Camp June 19-21 

 Cornell Career Explorations Trip June 30-July 2 
  

The following are postponed and WILL BE rescheduled: 

 4-H District Horse Bowl and Hippology 

 4-H Public Presentations Events 

 4-H Quilted Pillow Session 2 

 4-H Fashion Revue 

 NYS 4-H Horse Bowl 

 NYS 4-H Dairy Bowl 
  
Things will be a bit crazy for the next while – an opportunity 
for us all to practice flexibility, creativity, understanding, 
caring and kindness.  I encourage you to try to find some 
sort of silver lining – maybe to spend one-on-one time with 
each of your children, to plan a cool activity for when your 
4-H club can next meet, to try a new recipe, or maybe even 
to see what is really in that closet you never open! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCE Staffing Updates 

mailto:lke2@cornell.edu
mailto:ash252@cornell.edu
mailto:ew387@cornell.edu
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj3wLKYu4bnAhUwhOAKHfdPANoQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alaska4h.org%2Fbethel.html&psig=AOvVaw2COwRLfIlz7-hl8We6VxDu&ust=1579207115802698
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Zoom 4-H Club Meetings 

 
Our routines have changed drastically over the last few 
weeks, but that doesn’t mean 4-H club meetings have to be 
cancelled!  While in-person gatherings are not allowed, virtu-
al meetings, through Zoom or Google Hangout, offer a 
chance for you to “see” your club members, check in with 
everyone, and stay on top of your projects. 
  
New technology can be intimidating, but we are here to as-
sist you.  Choose your time and location and Anna Harrod- 
McGrew, 4-H Natural Resource Educator, will set up every-
thing up for you and join the call should you need further 
assistance or guidance using the many tools virtual meetings 
offer.  If you are a 4-H club leader interested in leading a 
Zoom/Google Hangout meeting or if you have any questions, 
contact Anna at ash252@cornell.edu. 
 
 

Virtual 4-H Friday Meetings with  
Linda and Anna 

 
Join Linda and Anna every Friday to discuss all things 4-H! 
Whether you are a 4-H member, parent, or leader, you are 
welcome to join our Friday Zoom meetings.  We will be avail-
able every Friday at 11:00 am through May. Contact Anna 
Harrod-McGrew at ash252@cornell.edu to receive the link to 
join.  
 
Here is a brief video that shows how to join a Zoom 
meeting: https://youtu.be/hIkCmbvAHQQ.  
 
Here is another quick video that shows how to configure 
your audio settings in Zoom https://youtu.be/-s76QHshQnY. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whatcha Doing During COVID-19? 

 
Send Linda Tripp photos of what you are doing at 
Lke2@cornell.edu when you are not doing school work  
during this COVID-19 time.  We would like to share your  
ideas, ingenuity, caring, and creativity.   
 

 
 
 

AG Day – June 6 – Every 4-H Club on Display! 
 
At this point we are still ON!  All 4-H clubs should plan to 
have a table/booth at this event.  It runs from 10:00 AM to 
2:00 PM on Saturday, June 6 at Columbia-Greene Community 
College.  It is a free event with a theme of agriculture – ani-
mals, plants and everything related.  We will be inviting fami-
lies from our community to come and learn more about 4-H.   
 
Ideas of what your 4-H club can bring to the event include 
your animal projects, demonstrations of project work such as 
plant propagation, wool spinning, healthy snack preparation, 
face painting, spin-to-win project trivia game, corn pool for 
little kids, and more.  Tables and chairs will be provided.   
 
Booth registration forms will be 
going out to 4-H club leaders in 
early May.  Once again, all 4-H 
participants will receive free 4-H 
shirts for the day.  Share your 
ideas and questions –  
contact Linda at 518-318-1193 or 
Lke2@cornell.edu.  
  

Keeping in Touch 

Addie Ross picked up on a request shared by her 4-H club 
leader and grandmother (Patty Ross) to the whole club - 
Joann's instructions for making face masks. Addie took it 
seriously!  She has been a very busy girl practicing her 4-H 
sewing skills!  

Upcoming/Register Soon  

mailto:Lke2@cornell.edu
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Video Public Presentations 
 
Public Presentation events remain a priority to reschedule as 
soon as it is safe to gather in groups again.  In the meantime, we 
would love to see what you have been preparing!  Over 100 
presentations were scheduled between Columbia and Greene 
Counties, and we would hate for all that work to go to waste.  
While we are all practicing social distancing, we would love for 
all our 4-Hers to put their creative skills to work and film their 
presentations!  Use a phone or a camera, whatever is easiest for 
you, to film your presentation. You can film using one long take, 
or, if you want to learn some new skills, edit your video using a 
free app like iMovie (for iPhones) or HitFilmExpress. You can 
edit several clips together, add text, images and graphics and 
really let your creativity shine! 
 
Once you have completed your video, send it to at Anna at 
ash252@cornell.edu.  It will then be posted to the Columbia and 
Greene YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCt8FrfI7UNHTC-Sn_wNHfNw/featured .  This is not for evalua-
tion, but it is an opportunity to get some feedback from your 
peers! 
 

Forestry Weekend - Virtually  
 
The NYS 4-H Forestry Weekend scheduled for May 8-10 has 
been cancelled due to the Covid-19 virus.  However, thanks to 
some educators throughout NYS and youth input (including 
some of our 4-H ADK Guides), we will be hosting a virtual NYS  
4-H Forestry month.  The virtual event will welcome any 4-H 
member! 
 
Each Saturday, starting May 9 through June 6, we will be hosting 
a one-two hour video session that will include videos, Power-
Points, and activities.  At least part of the program will use some 
live feed via Zoom, and possibly Facebook, so we can see and 
hear from interested youth from around NYS.  The times for 
each day are yet to be determined; we will update you as soon 
as we have all the information.  Each session will be recorded so 
those who can't attend that session will be able to review it  
later.  
 
Check our 4-H Natural Resources page on our website http://
ccecolumbiagreene.org/4-h-natural-resources/4-h-forestry for 
resources and materials that will help you prepare for this 
event.  If you have any questions, contact Anna Harrod-McGrew 
at ash252@cornell.edu.  

Columbia-Greene 4-H Excels in  
District Dairy Bowl Competition 

 
On Saturday, March 7, 70 4H’ers, countless volunteers, 
and dedicated Cornell Cooperative Extension staff from 
the Capital District participated in the District Dairy Bowl 
Competition held at Tamarac High School in Troy.  4-H 
Dairy Bowl is an elimination and round-robin style quiz 
bowl where participants can test and display their dairy 
knowledge.  This ranges from animal and crop science to 
history and agribusiness within the dairy industry.   
 
Teams from seven local counties practiced for months 
and competed in the beginner, junior, and senior levels 
on the day of competition.  Columbia-Greene 4-H had 14 
participants and four teams compete.  The top scoring 
teams in each division are recognized and the top four 
highest scoring players within each division will move on 
to the state competition.  
 
The junior and senior teams will compete at Cornell Uni-
versity later this spring while the beginner team will com-
pete at the NYS Fair this summer.  Columbia-Greene 4-H 
would like to extend congratulations to all of our teams! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above, Columbia-Greene 4-H’s senior team, consisting of 
Calvin Keller, Sydney Kiernan, Brendan Ooms, and Eddy 
Ross, coached by Roy Denniston, took second place in the 
District Competition.   

Above, Columbia-Greene 4-H’s two junior teams con-
sisting of Randy Albertson, Zach Chittenden, Jonathan 
Chittenden, Anthony Cordato, Joseph Cordato, Grace 
Ooms, Arend Ooms, and Kasey Purdy, coached by Nate 
Chittenden, took first and second places in the overall 
District Competition.   
 

4-H Agriculture 4-H Public Speaking  

4-H Natural Environment 

mailto:ash252@cornell.edu
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt8FrfI7UNHTC-Sn_wNHfNw/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt8FrfI7UNHTC-Sn_wNHfNw/featured
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NYS Junior DAIRY LEADER Program — This one-year program 
explores careers in the dairy industry along with hands-on 
experiential learning for a select group of youth ranging from 
16-19 years old.  The program presents youth with a realistic 
view and experience for the dairy industry as a viable, profit-
able and progressive business sector young people can look 
to for career opportunities while also building personal and 
professional skills.  For more information and the application: 
https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/youth/junior-dairy-leaders/ 

Safe Sitter Program for Adolescents  
  
Who:  For youth ages 11-14  
Date:  Tuesday, July 14 
Time:  8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
Location:  Extension Education Center, Hudson  
Cost:  $60.00 Prepayment required 
Registration Deadline:  July 8 
To register:  Register online and pay by credit card at  
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/SafesitterJuly2020_210 or send 
a check payable to CCE (or drop off cash) to the Extension 
Education Center, 479 Rt. 66, Hudson, NY 12534.   Include 
the name, address, phone number and age of the partici-
pant.   
  
The Safe Sitter Program gives adolescents the skills to pro-
vide safe, nurturing care for children and to respond appro-
priately to medical emergencies.  It also teaches introductory 
employment skills and important life skills.  
 
Topics that are covered include Babysitting as a Business, 
Success on the Job, Child Care Essentials, Safety for the Sitter, 
Injury Management, Preventing Problem Behavior, Care of 
Choking Infant and Care of Choking Child.   Participants will 
also have hands-on mannequin practice of rescue skills and 
participate in small group interactive learning, role-playing 
and games to enhance the discussion topics. 
  
Those wishing to participate should register early as there 
are limited spots.  When the fee is received, a registration 
form and student contract will be sent to the participant to 
complete and bring to the session.  The fee is all inclusive but 
the participants should bring a bag lunch and snacks.    
  
Contact Emily at 518-318-1210 or ew387@cornell.edu with 
questions. 
 
 
 
 

Finally, below, the beginner team consisting of Leita Albert-
son, Anna Chittenden, Matthew Cordato, and Robert Pautz, 
coached by Clara Cordato, took first place in the beginner 
division. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Calvin Keller, member of the Udderly Impossibles 4-H Club in 
Kinderhook, is one of the four players from the Capital Dis-
trict who will be competing in the state competition in the 
senior division.  Kasey Purdy, member of the Greene Earth  
4-H Club in Catskill and Randy Albertson, member of the  
Udderly Impossibles 4-H Club in Kinderhook, are two of the 
four players from the Capital District who will be competing 
in the junior division at state competition.  Top scoring begin-
ner players Robert Pautz, member of the Medway Mountain-
eers 4-H Club in Earlton and Matthew Cordato, member of 
the Critter Crew 4-H Club in Hillsdale, will be participating in 
the Beginner Dairy Bowl Exhibition at the NY State Fair this 
summer.  Congratulations to all players and coaches for their 
great work! 
 
 

 

 NYS Beginning and Junior Dairy Leader  
Program Deadline June 30 

 
The PRO-DAIRY Youth Program provides opportunities for 
young people to learn about careers in the dairy industry 
through educational programming as well as hands on op-
portunities, and helps them to develop their interest, enthu-
siasm, knowledge and leadership skills necessary for creating 
a successful career in the dairy industry.  Deadline for appli-
cations is June 30. 
 
NYS Beginning DAIRY LEADER Program — This program is 
for high school students entering at least their sophomore 
year, but not graduated, who have potential interest in the 
dairy industry or agricultural careers.  High school partici-
pants will have the chance to explore post-secondary agricul-
tural education and career opportunities in a networking en-
vironment through interaction with faculty and students, 
college planning and personal development.  For more  
information and the application, go to: 
https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/youth/beginning-dairy-
leader-program/ 
 

4-H Family and Consumer  

Science  

https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/youth/junior-dairy-leaders/
https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/youth/junior-dairy-leaders/
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/SafesitterJuly2020_210
https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/youth/beginning-dairy-leader-program
https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/youth/beginning-dairy-leader-program/
https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/youth/beginning-dairy-leader-program/
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 4-H Fashion Revue is ON 

  
Although a time has not yet been selected, 4-H Fashion Revue 
will happen this year.  Right now we are considering dates in 
late June or July  - probably several evenings to pick from with 
a mini-show at each. 
  
This event is open to all 4-H members who want to construct a 
garment so you can keep creating now while you are home.  It 
can be sewn, knitted, crocheted, or felted.  During the 4-H 
Fashion Revue event, the 4-H member is first evaluated while 
wearing the garment and then is able to participate in the Run-
way Show – where all garments are modeled for the audi-
ence.  Once we know that we can start planning for in-person 
activities, new registration forms will be sent out.  Contact Lin-
da at 518-318-1193 or Lke2@cornell.edu with your questions. 

Cash for K-9s Fundraiser Extended 

  
The “Cash for K-9s” fundraiser sponsored by the Bananas 4-H 
Club is being extended, with no deadline set at this time.  The 
original plan was to present the check to the K-9 Unit at AG 
Day on June 9, but we want everyone to have plenty of time to 
run their fundraising campaign.  The K-9 Unit will be at AG Day 
with their demonstrations and to meet everyone but we will 
find another public time to present the funds, so keep brain-
storming your fundraising ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Funds Available to All 4-H Clubs 
  
Fundraising moneys are used for this great opportunity.  Up 
to five $50 grants will be given to 4-H clubs planning to 
complete a community service project in the 2019-2020  
4-H club year (started October 1, 2019).  Clubs awarded 
this grant are expected to provide a report of the project at 
its conclusion for the Youth Connection and local newspa-
pers.  They will also need to create a display for a communi-
ty event such as their local fair.  The application is available 
at http://ccecolumbiagreene.org/resources/4-h-club-
community-service-project-mini-grant-application 
or contact Emily at 518-318-1210 or ew387@cornell.edu. 
 
 

Adopt a Platoon – We are Ready to Go! 
  
In early April we heard from our contact with our adopted 
platoon - Sergeant Alexander Perez. Here is what he shared 
with me: 
  
“In my platoon there are 19, including myself, and we are all 
males. The soldiers have a good amount of the necessities; 
the things they go through the most is powdered coffee 
creamer, baby wipes, snack bars and such. For the most 
part, if anything liquid is sent, it will more than likely burst 
in transit to us; likewise, anything chocolate tends to melt 
long before it makes it to us. 
  
I thank you and everyone that intends to send care packag-
es, but would ask that before they send anything to us, to 
make sure that there are not local people more in need of 
said items. We are used to hardship and going without eve-
ryday items in order to get our job accomplished.  If they 
decide to donate to local families in need, then letters are 
always a nice thing to receive in the mail. I thank you again. 
Ma'am, have a good day.” 
  
These soldiers work in the most difficult conditions without 
the comforts that we have, even in these trying times!   
Besides, they are doing something much more dangerous 
than we could imagine!  With that, let’s begin our letter/
card writing and package sending.  This is the list of months 
for sending a package – we have some months covered but 
need more 4-H clubs to join in.  I have boxes at the Hudson 
office so please let me know if you need one (they are on 
the side porch so you can pick one/two up when you are in 
the area).  They are not too big  and I think that if each club 
fills one or two boxes, being selective in what you send, our 
platoon will have a nice steady flow.  Please let me know 
what month you would like.  I will send a complete list of 
care package items and instructions when I hear from you.  
 
Please be in touch - Linda (lke2@cornell.edu) 
   
 

4-H Community Service  
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Plan Now to Apply for Outstanding 4-H  
Project Awards 

  
Now is a good time for 4-H members to start planning to ap-
ply for the Outstanding 4-H Project Award.  4-H members 
need to complete several steps to be eligible for this award: 
  
1. Complete two or three (depending on age) activities as 

listed on the application that are related to the  
project area. These are to be in addition to the usual pro-
ject learning done at the club level. 

2. Complete a project record for the project area. 
3. Update the green 4-H Activity Book to include all  

activities related to the project area. 
4. Complete the application for the award and return it, 

along with the project record and green book to the CCE 
office by October 1. 

  
The Outstanding 4-H Project Work Award Worksheet can be 
used to keep track of support activities completed that relate 
to the selected project category(ies).  
  
Contact Linda Tripp at 518-318-1193 or Lke2@cornell.edu for 
more information or to schedule a visit to your 4-H club 
where she can review all of this and provide suggestions to 
your 4-H club members so they will be sure to have a com-
plete application when October 1 rolls around. 
 
 
 

Plan Ahead for Use of Facilities 
  

This is an important reminder to 4-H club leaders.  It is  
becoming common practice that venues, such as schools and 
churches, require a Certificate of Insurance from our CCE in-
surance carrier for 4-H clubs (and anyone else) to use their 
facilities.  Please keep in mind the following: 
  
 No one, other than our CCE Executive Director, can sign 

any agreement, including something that seems as mun-
dane as wanting to use a meeting room or the school 
swimming pool.  All forms must be sent to Linda Tripp, 
who will pursue the signature. 

  
 Requests for a Certificate of Insurance must be to Linda 

Tripp at least one month or longer before your use of the 
facility. Often CCE’s insurance carrier needs to correspond 
with the facility so they can agree on language. 

 

Sign up to Support our Troops! 
 
May: 
June: Woodland Woodchucks – Jen Merwin-Domkoski 
July: 
August: 
September: Buccaneers – Meghan Charron 
October: Teen Ambassadors – Linda Tripp 
November: Flora and Fauna—Cathi Annese 
  
The address for mailing is: 
SFC Alexander Perez 
HHT Mortar Platoon, 3-71 CAV 
Task Force SW, CL Dwyer 
APO AE 09534 
 
Things not to send: anything liquid, anything chocolate, 
items that will crumble like chips.  
  
Most Requested Care Package Items: 
 
 Batteries (AA, AAA, C, and D) 
 Boot socks: black, tan, or olive green 
 Letters of support  - PLEASE – no personal contact in-

formation of our 4-H members – but they will get a kick 
out of a photo of the 4-H member with their pet, pro-
ject animal, etc. 

 Pre-sweetened flavored beverage mixes (smaller sizes 
please) 

 Sandwich sized zipper lock baggies  
 Single-serving size snacks and non-perishable food 

items, beef jerky, dried fruit, nuts and other healthy 
snacks 

 Undershirts (olive green, short sleeve) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4-H Club News  
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4-H At Home Learning Resources 
 

Check out our website at http://ccecolumbiagreene.org/4-
h-and-youth-development/4-h-at-home-learning-resources.   
We have a wide variety of youth-led learning resources that 
are available for at-home learning.  All of the resources on 
the site are publicly available for you and your family to use.  
Our goal is to provide resources that young people can use 
to stay engaged in learning now and in the future. 
 
Interactive Online Experiences 
Living Room Learning Series, Nebraska 4-H Each day, youth 
will participate in a hands-on virtually guided activity where 
they will learn about healthy living, science, technology, and 
more!  Each session will focus on a new activity that can be 
done with materials found at home.  Youth do not need to 
be 4-H members to participate. 
Credit Craze, Michigan 4-H is a series of online courses in 
money management.  Registration is required. 
Boredom Buster Challenge, Nebraska 4-H Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 2:00 PM Central, young people can partici-
pate in a hands-on virtually guided challenge. 
 
General Project Area Learning 
Project Area Hot Sheets, Iowa 4-H a free series of over 30 
topic-based resources with ideas for learning and exploring 
project areas like photography, veterinary science, commu-
nication and much more.  Grades 4-12. 
UKnow How-To Video Series, Iowa State University Exten-
sion and Outreach is a series of videos on a wide variety of 
subjects, intended for older youth and adult learners. 
Shop 4-H Curriculum, National 4-H is the online store for 
nationally-vetted curricula on a wide variety of topics.  
Many of the products here are project area learning  
resources that can be used by young people directing their 
own exploration of a topic of interest.  Most items on this 
site are offered at a cost.  Grades K-12, grade filter available 
on site. 
 
Other Topic Areas Include: 

 Agriculture and Natural Resources 
 Animal Science 
 Civic Engagement and Leadership 
 Family and Consumer Sciences 
 Healthy Living 
 Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 

Visit www.ccecolumbiagreene.org to learn about  

upcoming programs and events, sign up for our mailing list,  

and download forms.     

4-H Volunteer E-Learning 
  
You are encouraged to explore the new "4-H Volunteer  
e-Learning" - a basic 4-H volunteer orientation available 
online for all CCE volunteers (and staff) who work in 4-H 
Youth Development (at no cost to you).  
  
4-H Volunteer e-Learning has four 20 minute modules:  

 About 4-H (mission and philosophy) 
 Positive Youth Development (4-H essential  

elements) 
 Getting Starting in 4-H (delivery modes) 
 Leadership and Teaching (facilitating experiential 

learning). 
The "4-H Volunteer e-Learning" modules are found on the 
NYS 4-H Volunteer Involvement staff site 
http://4hvolunteerelearning.wsu.edu/volunteertraining/cours
e.html.  The password to use is: VOLUNTEER.  Linda will re-
ceive notification when volunteers complete each  module. 

          4-H Club Membership Policy 
 

 Any young person who meets the age eligibility 
requirements is eligible to enroll as a 4-H member.  
Any person in a legally-protected class, including 
but not limited to, race, color, religion, gender, 
national origin, ancestry, marital status, familiar 
status, sexual orientation, or  disability, may enroll 
as a 4-H member.   

  
 The New York State 4-H Club year runs from  

October 1 to September 30. 
  
 Youth who are five years of age, on or before  

January 1 of the current club year, may enroll as a 
4-H Cloverbud member. 

  
 Youth who are eight years of age, on or before  

January 1 of the current club year, may enroll as a  
4-H member. 

  
 Youth who turn nineteen years of age, on or  

before January 1 of the current club year, may not 
enroll as a 4-H member.    

  
 Persons with an intellectual disability may  

participate fully in 4-H programs as long as their 
developmental age is determined to fall between 
five and nineteen years of age. 

Incubation and Embryology Video Series 
 

Learn about incubating eggs in this nine-part series at 
http://ccecolumbiagreene.org/4-h-and-youth-
development/4-h-agriculture/incubation-and-
embryology-video-series.  

https://4h.unl.edu/living-room-learning
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/credit-craze-basics-of-credit-for-youth-march-26
https://4h.unl.edu/boredom-buster-challenge
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/Topic/4-H-Youth-Development/Project-Hot-Sheets
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN8gBMratScknC2GVO4sWWQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN8gBMratScknC2GVO4sWWQ
https://shop4-h.org/collections/curriculum
http://4hvolunteerelearning.wsu.edu/volunteertraining/course.html
http://4hvolunteerelearning.wsu.edu/volunteertraining/course.html
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Thomas Newton 

Store Manager 

 

salemfarmsupply.com 

5109 State Route 22 

Salem, NY 12865 

Local: 518-854-7424 

Toll Free: 800-999-3276 

841 Route 9H 

Claverack, NY 12513 

Local: 518-828-1781 

Toll Free: 800-352-3621 
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Extension Education Center 

479 Route 66 

Hudson, NY 12534-9706 
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Save the Dates! 
 
While most 4-H programs, events and field trips have been  
canceled or postponed (see page 4 for the complete list of 

events), as of now we still plan on having Ag Day and Safe Sitter 

for Adolescents. 

 

Ag Day—June 6, Columbia-Greene Community College, Hudson 

 

Safe Sitter for Adolescents—July 14, Extension Education Center, 

Hudson   
 

CALENDAR 


