
Guide for a Limited Spray Program: Tree Fruits 

Apple 
 
Scab 
The best scab control strategy for 
home orchards is to plant scab-
resistant apple varieties such as 
Sansa, Liberty, Freedom, Williams 
Pride, Crimson Crisp, Priscilla, 
GoldRush, or Enterprise. For 
susceptible varieties, apply sulfur or a 
multipurpose home orchard spray 
(containing captan or sulfur),  
every 7 days.  
 
The most critical time for applications to prevent scab 
infection is from tight cluster (when flower buds first show 
in the cluster) until about two to three weeks after petal 
fall. Removal of all fallen leaves from last year before bud 
break will reduce the amount of inoculum to spread the 
disease. 
 
Aphids 
If 1 colony is found per 10 shoot terminals at pink stage, 
apply insecticidal soap (potassium salts of fatty acids), 
kaolin clay, malathion, permethrin, or a multipurpose home 
orchard spray (containing malathion or pyrethrins). After 
bloom, treat when 3 of 10 shoot terminals are infested. 
 
Apple maggot 

Use visual traps for 
monitoring or control 
of one or a few trees. 
Un-baited red sphere 
traps should be hung 
in trees at a rate of 5-
7 per tree. Regular 
maintenance of traps 

is required to keep traps clean and to reapply the sticky 
coating. 
 
Spray with kaolin clay or a multipurpose home orchard 
spray mixture every 10-14 days from mid-July to late 
August. Start 7 to 10 days earlier on Long Island, New York. 
 
Plum curculio 
Apply malathion, permethrin, or a 
multipurpose home orchard spray at 
petal fall, plus 10 to 14 days after petal 
fall. If the weather has been cool and 
cloudy, make a third application 10-14 
days later.  
 
 

Cherry, Plum, Peach, Nectarine, Apricot 
 
Brown rot 
Apply captan, chlorothalonil, or a multipurpose home orchard 
spray (containing captan, or sulfur). Sprays containing captan 
may cause leaf injury on some sweet cherry and plum 
varieties. Treat at petal fall and make 2 additional 
applications at 10 day intervals. Make more treatments in the 
last 3 weeks before harvest. 
 
Cherry leaf spot (affects sour and sweet cherries) 
If disease has been severe, apply chlorothalonil, sulfur, or a 
multipurpose home orchard spray containing captan or 
sulfur. Treat at petal fall and repeat every 2 weeks. 
 
Plum curculio 
Apply kaolin clay (for suppression), malathion or a 
multipurpose home orchard spray containing malathion at 
petal fall with 2 additional applications at 10 day intervals. 
 
Spotted Wing Drosophila 
Begin protective applications when fruit first begins to color; 
continue on a 7 day schedule throughout harvest. Apply 
acetamiprid, neem oil, pyrethrins, or spinosad according to 
label directions. 
 
Peach leaf curl (affects peach and nectarine) 
Apply chlorothalonil, copper soap 
(copper octanoate), or copper 
sulfate. Check labels carefully;  
some products should not be used 
on apricot, some list only apricot, 
others can be used on all stone 
fruits. Application should be made 
either in the fall after leaf drop or in 
the early spring before the buds 
swell. 
 
Note: Once 1 - 1½ inches of rain has accumulated, reapply 
your protective sprays to maintain adequate protection. 
 
READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS. 
 
Source: Cornell Pesticide Guidelines for Managing Pests Around the 
Home, 20 14. Cornell University, Ithaca, NY. 
 
Pictures: Disease and Insect Control in the Home Orchard, Carolyn 
Klass and David L. Pinnow, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY. 
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