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Yates County 4-H  

Introducing Our New 4-H Educator, Sam Wheeler! 
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Greetings 4-H families! My name is Sam Wheeler and I am your new 
4-H Educator! I am thrilled to take on this position and learn more 
about all of you and be a part of your 4-H journey. I am from Clifton 
Springs, New York where I was a 4-H member in Ontario County 
from age 5-19. As a 4-H member, I held several officer positions, 
participated in public speaking at the county, district, and state level, 
completed various projects related to sewing, photography, 
communications, cooking, and woodworking, and did several 4-H 
trips. My favorite memory of my time in 4-H was participating in the 
county fair and state fair as a teen assistant with my fellow club 
members. After graduating high school in 2015, I attended Cornell 
University where I studied Animal Science and minored in Education. 
I was fortunate enough to intern in Tompkins County as a 4-H 
summer assistant in 2018 and this past summer, I worked in my home 
county as a 4-H summer assistant.  

As your educator, I hope to be a role model and provide guidance in 
any way I can and bring new exciting ideas to the table. It is my 
ultimate goal to help shape the lives of today's youth in a positive 
light, and help to "make the best better."  

Please feel free to reach out at any time! My email address is 
sw874@cornell.edu. I look forward to meeting you soon! 

mailto:sw874@cornell.edu
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 4/18 SCOPE Chicken and Biscuit Dinner - Postponed 

 4/24-4/26 STARR – Postponed 

 4/26 Celebrate Service, Celebrate Yates – Postponed  

 4/29-5/10 TSC Paper Clover Campaign – Postponed 
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 5/2 Animal Crackers at Cornell – Cancelled     

 5/8-5/10 NYS 4-H Forestry Weekend – Postponed 

 5/16 Dog Camp in Orleans County 

 5/17-5/19 4-H Capital Days - Cancelled   

 5/25 Memorial Day 

 TBA May Parent Leader Meeting                                                                                                  

   

M
a

y
 

 6/19-6/21 4-H STEM Camp – Cancelled   

 6/28-7/2 4-H Horse Camp in Livingston County  

 6/30-7/2 4-H Career Explorations – Cancelled  

TBA TBA Fair Cleanup Day 

 7/4 Independence Day 

 7/7-7/11 2020 Yates County Fair  J
u

n
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4/23 Keziah Catlin 5/29 Joci Johnson 

5/13 Brisco Smith 6/6 Anika Brown 

5/13 Kendall Sebring 6/9 Kate Livingston 

5/24 Carter VanDelinder 6/11 Colton Johnson 



3 

 

It’s time to design a new Yates County 4-H       
t-shirt. All 4-H youth are welcome to submit 
design ideas.  Entry forms have been shared 

via Facebook and e-mail and is also available 
on our website at: https://bit.ly/4htshirt 

 Entries are due to the 4-H office on May 1st.  
After May 1st, entries will be compiled and 

all enrolled 4-H members will be able to vote 
on the design they like best.  The winning 
artist will receive a FREE 4-H t-shirt!  

We also have a limited number of past 4-H                         

t-shirts designs available. Contact the 4-H 
office to check on current styles and sizes.   

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

Tallman Funds Available                                                                                                                    
If you’re looking for money to further or enhance 
your 4-H experience, think about applying for the 
Clarence Tallman 4-H Memorial Fund.  Money 
from the fund can be used for (1) Supplies or 
equipment for a 4-H project, (2) Education or (3) 
Leadership training for service.  Recipients shall 
pledge to do something for another person or 
group, in the future, as a return of the investment 
made in him/her.  Most recently, funds have been 
used by Laura Bagley to attend the 4-H Horse 
Roundup in Kentucky, Blaise Cox for training to 
become a Jr. archery instructor for the shooting 
sports program, and Cadence Spence to purchase 
tied fleece blanket kits that other 4-H’ers helped 
make to donate to Christmas for the Needy.  Do 
you have a project idea that you can in turn use to 
serve others, but you just don’t have the funds?  
Contact the 4-H office for an application!  

Welcome New 4-H Members                                                                                                       
We have a few new members we would 
like to welcome to Yates County 4-H! 
You may have already seen them at recent 
workshops or meetings. Please help me in 
welcoming the following new members…  

• Aubrey Colizzi 

• William Sebring 

• Levi Catlin 

• Abby Catlin 

• John Catlin 

• Elana Catlin 

• Colt Walters 

• Jocelyn Johnson 

• Abby Joseph 

• Dakota Joseph 

Update Your E-mails                            
There are many times when the 4-H staff 
has news, information, or reminders to 
share with members and leaders in 
between issues of Dates for Yates. Please 
make sure we have an updated email 
address or you!  Just drop us a quick line 
at jja26@cornell.edu with your current 
email address at your convenience. 
Thanks! 

https://bit.ly/4htshirt
mailto:jja26@cornell.edu
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Teen Council Scholarships                                                                                                    

Did you know that every year our 4-H 

Teen Council awards scholarships to our 

graduating 4-H seniors?  Funds raised each 

year at our 4-H Dairy Bar directly support 

this opportunity!   

All graduating high school seniors will be 

receiving information on this year’s Teen 

Council Scholarships via e-mail.  If you do 

not receive your letter and application by 

mid-August, please contact the 4-H office. 

Save your Public Presentation Posters                                                                                           

Now that Public Presentations are over, be sure 

to hold onto your posters to enter in the fair!  

Your Public Presentation poster can double as a 

fair project, entered in Department B, Class 7 at 

the Yates County Fair.  You can also sign-up to 

deliver your presentation at the Yates County 

Fair and State Fair to earn premium points! 

Also, when you are done using your poster for 

presentations, you can donate it to the 4-H 

office to be used as an example at future Public 

Presentation Trainings! Contact Jen for more 

information on public presentation opportunities 

and donating your poster for training. 

2020 Cornell SAGES Agricultural Studies Scholarship – Deadline Extended                                                                                                            

The Student Association of the Geneva Experiment Station (SAGES) has extended their 

application deadline for the 2020 Advancement in Agricultural Studies Scholarship. This 

$500 scholarship is awarded to area high school seniors who are interested in pursuing 

agricultural studies.  Applications are due May 18th, 2020.  Contact the 4-H office for more 

information.    

Welcome New 4-H Teen Ambassador, Brennan Dailey                                                         

On January 20th, Brennan Dailey completed his 4-H Teen Ambassador 

interview and was welcomed to the group.  He comes with many ideas 

for improvements for the coming year and a desire to “Make the Best 

Better”.  Congratulations, Brennan and welcome to Yates County 4-H 

Teen Ambassadors.                                                                                                    
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Upcoming Events and Programming Opportunities 
In light of Covid-19 and current social distancing regulations, the majority of our spring 4-H events and 

programs have been cancelled or postponed.  In addition, CCE-Yates and Yates County 4-H have suspended 

all in person programming until further notice.  Staff are currently working from home and can be reached via 

e-mail at jja26@cornell.edu with questions, concerns, or just to say, “hi”.  In fact, we would love to hear what 

you have been up to! Below is a list of spring 4-H events affected and plans for either cancellation or 

postponement.  

4-H Events  

April 

• April 18th – SCOPE Chicken and Biscuit Dinner - Postponed 

• April 24th – 26th – STARR – State Teen Action Rep Retreat in Syracuse.  Postponed until possibly the fall.   

• 26th – Celebrate Service, Celebrate Yates – Postponed to October 24th  

• April 29th – May 10th – TSC (Tractor Supply Company) Paper Clover Campaign – Postponed.  National    
4-H Council is currently working with TSC to schedule a Spring Paper Clover Campaign when it is safe to 
do so.     

May 
• May 2nd – Animal Crackers at Cornell – Cancelled     

• May 8th -10th – NYS 4-H Forestry Weekend – Postponed.  Looking at an on-line format.   

• May 16th – Dog Camp in Orleans County – I have not seen clarification for this event.  Contact Jen if 
you’re interested in attending.     

• May 17th – 19th – 4-H Capital Days - Cancelled   

June 
• June 19th – 21st – 4-H STEM Camp at 4-H Camp Shankitunk – Cancelled   

• June 28th – July 2nd – 4-H Horse Camp in Livingston County – Registration for out of county 4-H 
members starts March 1st.  Space is limited.  Local scholarship funds available to attend.  A final decision 
regarding the event will occur the first week of May.   

• June 30th – July 2nd – 4-H Career Explorations – Cancelled  

 
Summer 
• 4-H International Exchange – Outbound and Inbound – Cancelled  
 

Upcoming Events Planned 

May Parent Leader Meeting                                                                                                  
Every year we hold a Spring Parent Leader meeting, with the main purpose of planning for county fair.  This 
year, we are planning to hold a virtual meeting in May, likely via zoom.  Please watch your e-mails for an on-
line poll to determine the meeting date and time.  

Fair Clean-Up                                                                                                                                              
This year’s Fair Clean-Up date is still being determined.  Please watch your e-mails and Facebook for an 
announcement for this year’s date.     
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4-H Virtual Programming Opportunities                                                                                                        
4-H staff have been working hard to continue to provide 4-H programming and project ideas for our families.  
We hope you have seen our offerings and that you have taken part in some of the project ideas and 
opportunities.  Resources are being shared via our Yates County 4-H Facebook page, website, and weekly e-
mails to families.  Please contact us if you have not seen or been able to access this information.   

Please keep in mind that as we move to a new style of 4-H programming, it is still very important for us to 
track program participation.  We need to know if the resources we are sharing and creating are helpful, 
beneficial, useful, and especially if you are taking part in any of the projects.  Please let us know your thoughts 
and if you have taken part in any of our shared resources.  You can do this by: 
• Commenting on a Facebook post 
• Replying to an e-mail 
• Sending an e-mail to jja26@cornell.edu  
If we don’t hear from families, we will be reaching out for feedback either via e-mail or phone.   
 
FLX 4-H Learning Launchpad  
Our Finger Lakes 4-H Educators have created a “FLX 4-H Learning Launchpad” Facebook page.  If you are 
not on Facebook, you can visit http://yates.cce.cornell.edu/4-h-youth/flx-4-h-learning-launchpad to obtain the 
same information.  Every weekday at 10:00 am, 4-H project information is shared via videos, project guides, 
and more.  Below is a list of project highlights thus far. 

• March 23rd – Make a Calm Jar 

• March 24th – How to Use the Merlin Birdwatching App 

• March 25th – Fruit and Nut Slaw – Finger Lakes Eat Smart NY Program 

• March 26th – Backyard Home Nature Guide & Wildlife Journals 

• March 27th – At Home Sustainability 

• March 30th – Intro to Engineering with CAD 

• March 31st - “Little Dresses” – A beginner sewing project 

• April 1st – Ecosystem in a Bottle 

• April 2nd – Kitchen Scrap Gardening 

• April 3rd – Animal Digestion 

• April 6th – Chick Starting 

• April 7th – Natural Easter Egg Dye 

• April 8th – Backyard Compost Bin 

• April 9th – Spring Cake Decorating 

• April 10th  - Ag in the Classroom – Soil  

• April 13th – 4-H Camp Bristol Hills Tour  

• April 14th – Grain to Bread  

• April 15th – Cell Phone Photography  

• April 16th—Soil Painting 

• April 17th— Pasta with Zucchini Sauce 

• April 20th– Mindfulness and Yoga 

• April 21st– Fiber Art Weaving 

• April 22nd– Pet First Aid 

• April 23rd– What Do Cows Eat? 

• April 24th– Homemade Soft Pretzels 
 
Have you taken part in any of the projects thus far?  Let us know if you have! 

 

mailto:jja26@cornell.edu
http://yates.cce.cornell.edu/4-h-youth/flx-4-h-learning-launchpad
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Yates County 4-H Virtual Learning Website                                                                                                              
Have you had a chance to visit our new 4-H Virtual Learning website?!?  We have compiled all our projects 
and resources we have been sharing on Facebook and via our 4-H e-blasts in one easy to access location, 
http://yates.cce.cornell.edu/4-h-youth/4-h-virtual-learning.  Sam, our new 4-H Educator has been busy 
creating wonderful 4-H project videos.  If you have not done so yet, check out her videos highlighting: 

• How to Make Butter 

• Spring Cake Decorating 

• Easy Cake Design 

• Recycled Art 

• Homemade Soft Pretzels 
 
4-H Project Spotlights are another way we are continuing to provide 4-H program opportunities.  These 
project guides are either stand-alone activities or supplemental resources for the above videos.  Links to the 
guides are also available on our Yates County 4-H Virtual Learning Website.  So far, we have shared: 

• Spring RAK Ideas 

• Earth Day Challenge  

• All About Dairy 
 
Lastly, on this site is a compilation of on-line learning resources.  Opportunities are organized into categories 
such as Animal Science, Arts and Music, STEM, and more.  There is also a link to a site listing all the 
educational companies providing FREE subscriptions due to school closings.   
 
We hope you find this resource useful and take advantage of some of the opportunities available.  Please let us 
know if this is helpful, what you have liked, and if there is anything additional you’d like to see highlighted.      
 
On-Line 4-H Workshops                                                                                                                                                           
4-H staff are gearing up to provide some on-line 4-H workshop opportunities, but we want to know what you 
are interested in!  We have brainstormed some ideas, including: 

• Landscape Art 

• Cooking 

• Resume Writing (14 years and up) 

• Interview Skills (14 years and up) 
 

What would you be interested in?  Please share any ideas you have with the 4-H office.  Also, let us know 
what time of day would be best.  Weekday morning or afternoon?  Weekend?  We are looking forward to 
providing some fun and useful workshops and being able to see your faces! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

http://yates.cce.cornell.edu/4-h-youth/4-h-virtual-learning
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NYS 4-H Dog Photo, Poetry, and Video Contest                                                                      

If you are interested in canine science as well as photography, poetry, or videography, you 

should consider taking part in the NYS 4-H Dog Photo, Poetry &Video Contest.  Entries 

are due July 15.  For more information, visit NYS 4-H Dog Page.    

4-H Dog Obedience                                                                    

We typically start our 4-H dog obedience classes in April/May.  This will likely not occur this year, but we do 

plan to share some resources with you, so you can get started working with your dogs and, if desired preparing 

them for county fair!   

 

Please let Jen know if you would like to take part in 4-H Dog Obedience this year and she will share resources 

with you.  This opportunity is open to new and current 4-H Dog Obedience youth.  4-H youth of any age can 

take part and dog partners must be 12 weeks old to participate.     

http://4h.ansci.cornell.edu/animal-programs/dogs/?utm_source=Blue+Ribbon+Express%2C+Issue+1%2C+March+2016&utm_campaign=BlueRibbon2016_1&utm_medium=email
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The 2020 Yates County Fair is set for July 7th-11th.  As of now, 4-H and the Yates County Agricultural 

Society are moving forward as planned with this year’s event.  However, with our current situation, plans 

could change at any time.  We will share any new information we receive on county fair with families as 

soon as we receive it.  Regardless of what this year’s Yates County Fair may look like, we want to ensure 

families that we will be providing opportunities for our members to showcase their work this year, take part 

in Exhibit Hall project judging, as well as animal science shows.  Please see below for important information, 

dates, and deadlines for county fair thus far.  Please note that some of these dates are different from year’s 

past.      

1. All returning 4-H youth must have re-enrolled in 4-H by April 1st to be eligible to participate in the Yates 

County Fair. 

2. All new 4-H youth who have spent at least 6 hours in a 4-H project area and have handed in required fair 

paperwork by the current year’s deadline may enter exhibit hall projects in the county fair. 

3. April 1st - All youth planning to bring an animal to fair must start a 4-H project in their planned area.  

This includes returning 4-H members and new 4-H members. 

4. May 15th —Horse Certificates are due to the 4-H office for all youth planning to exhibit a horse.  Please 

note, this date has been extended from our usual May 1st deadline. 

5. May 15th— Project animals must be owned by this date in order to be eligible for exhibit at the Yates 

County Fair. 

6. If you are showing an animal you do not own, you must fill out a non-ownership form.  This can be found 

on our 4-H Yates County Fair website (http://yates.cce.cornell.edu/4-h-youth/yates-county-fair) and must 

be turned in with your advanced entry paperwork. 

7. Animal Record Books are required for each species a youth is exhibiting and must be handed in with 

advanced entry paperwork.  There are separate record books for Cloverbuds and regular 4-H’ers. The 4-H 

Record Books are in the process of becoming specie specific.  New record books have been created for 

horse, dog, rabbit, dairy cattle, and alpaca.  If you are showing another species, please fill out the general 

record book.  4-H record books can be found on the 4-H website, under Yates County Fair. 
8. All animal science exhibitors must participate in at least 1 educational event (workshops, training, etc.) in 

each species they plan to exhibit at the fair OR enter a vet science educational exhibit in the exhibit hall 

(poster, scrapbook, diagram, etc.) on an area of animal science you have learned about this year.  One of 

the above requirements must be completed for each species you plan on entering in the fair. 
 

Exhibitors Passes                                                                                                                       

Exhibitor passes can be purchased for anyone who will be entering and leaving the fairgrounds throughout 

the week in order to take care of animals, tend to exhibits, volunteer, or complete assigned work shifts.  

Exhibitor Passes for 2020 will be $15.00.  Each pass allows 1 person to enter the fairgrounds as many times 

as they need to throughout fair week, but does not include the cost of rides.  An additional fee will need to be 

paid to the fair office each day if an individual wishes to take part in rides.   

http://yates.cce.cornell.edu/4-h-youth/yates-county-fair
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Fair Books                                                                                                                                     

The 4-H office will NOT be creating a new Fair Book for 2020.  Please continue to use the 2018/2019 

Fairbook for 2020.  We are not anticipating any changes for 2020, but if that changes, we will updates 

families.  An electronic version is available on our 4-H website at https://s3.amazonaws.com/

assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/31169/fairbook_2018-2019.pdf?1528469321.  Families wishing to have a 

hardcopy can purchase one from the 4-H office for $5.00.  Please contact the 4-H office if you would like a 

copy and we can arrange to get one to you.              

Advanced Entry Paperwork                                                                                           

Advanced Entry Forms, Record Book(s), animal science health paperwork (special arrangements can be 

made if you’re waiting on a vet visit), overnight permission form, and project certification forms are due to 

the 4-H Office Friday, June 5th.  Late fees will apply to ANY required paperwork handed in late.  Please 

refer to the Yates County Fair Checklist (in the back of this issue) for a list of all the advanced entry 

paperwork due on June 5th. 2020 Forms will soon be posted to our website.  
  

Late Fees for Animal Science Entries 

June 8-12 - $5 late fee per youth PER SPECIES 

June 15 - 19 - $10 late fee per youth PER SPECIES 

**No entries will be accepted after June 19th       

Dairy Bar Teen Manager 

If you’re 16 years or older, with experience working in Scoopers Dairy Bar, you should consider applying to 

be this year’s 4-H Teen Dairy Bar Manager.  Responsibilities include:  assisting with inventory prior to the 

fair, helping order supplies, set 2020 prices, oversee shifts throughout the week, and help train and lead youth 

workers.  The Dairy Bar Teen manager typically works about 5 shifts throughout the week and then assists 

with clean up.  There is a $100 stipend provided.  Contact the 4-H office if this sounds like something you 

would be interested in.  A cover letter and resume will be required and interviews will be conducted in June.  

     ****Attention Animal Science Exhibitors**** 

 

Show Whites                                                                                                                             

We have a collection of show whites at the 4-H office for anyone in need of new sizes.  Additionally, if 

anyone has show whites they have outgrown, you’re welcome to donate them to the office.   

Health Regulations                                                                                                                       

If you are planning to exhibit an animal at the county fair, you should be aware of the current health 

regulations and health paperwork needed to exhibit your animal(s).                                                                                  

Please refer to  https://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AI/Fair_Health_Requirements.pdf for up to date information.  

If you have further questions on requirements, contact Jen at the 4-H office. 

         

https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/31169/fairbook_2018-2019.pdf?1528469321
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/31169/fairbook_2018-2019.pdf?1528469321
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Animal Science Educational Requirement                                                                          

Any 4-H youth planning to exhibit an animal in the fair must 

complete one of the following two requirements… 

1. Participate in a workshop pertaining to the species you’re 

showing.  This could include a workshop or educational 

event at the county, district, or even state level. 

2. Complete a veterinary science exhibit on the species you’re 

showing.  Specific classes are located in the Veterinary 

Science section of the Yates County Fair Book.  Examples 

include; a poster on animal health, safety, diseases, parasites, 

toxic substances, etc. 

One of the above must be completed for each species you plan on exhibiting.  Contact Jen with any 

questions. 

April 1st Animal Policy Explained                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

4-H’s motto is “learning by doing”, which involves several steps in a process: doing, and then thinking, 

planning, and often doing again.  Such learning is called experiential learning and is a powerful approach for 

young people to develop a variety of life skills. Therefore, we require 4-H members to begin working in their 

project area by April 1st to be able to show at county fair.  This time prior to fair gives youth time to 

reinforce the life skills 4-H builds in young people involved in animal science project areas including 

responsibility, care, management and record keeping.   

While youth must begin working in their project area by April 1st, project animals do not need to be owned 

by the 4-H member until May 15th.  This change was made to coincide with breeding schedules that often 

result in animals born in the spring.  In addition, it helps encourage younger 4-H’ers to participate in the fair 

and have a positive experience by being given the opportunity to work with a younger animal.  If you have 

any questions, please feel free to call the 4-H office. 

Dogs on Fairgrounds                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

If 4-H exhibitors plan on bringing their dog(s) onto the fairgrounds (for showing purposes or not), they must 

carry with them the current rabies certificate for that animal.  The State Vet or Health Inspector may ask at 

any time to see this and, if you are unable to provide it, your animal will have to be taken off the fairgrounds.  

 Guidelines for Staying the Night at the Fair and Fair Chaperones                                                             

4-H youth exhibiting cattle, horses, sheep, or goats are eligible to spend the night at the fair to care for their 

animals.  In order to do so, an overnight permission form must be submitted to the 4-H office.  Just a 

reminder that all fair chaperones must be approved volunteers.  If you are planning to chaperone at this year’s 

fair, you will need to be referenced on the Overnight Permission Form (due June 5th) for the youth you are 

planning to chaperone.  We will double check that you’re up to date with all your paperwork and will contact 

you if there is anything additional that needs to be filled out!   
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 Herdsmanship                                                                                                                                            

Every 4-H’er that brings an animal to the fair (and with the animal staying the duration of the week) is 

automatically entered in herdsmanship. You will receive a herdsmanship score for each species you exhibit at 

the fair.  

At various times throughout the week, each exhibitor will be judged on how well they care for their       

animal(s). This includes the cleanliness of your animal/cage, whether or not your animal has water at all/

appropriate times, how you present yourself to the public, etc.  Your herdsmanship score will also be based 

on whether or not you attend the mandatory barn meeting (see fair schedule for days and times), being 

present during the vet inspection with original copies of your health paperwork, setting up your animal(s) and 

tack in the assigned areas, and cleaning up your animal’s area(s) after fair.   

At any time herdsmanship is being done, you may ask to see your scores.  After fair, you will receive a 

herdsmanship scorecard in the mail, along with your herdsmanship ribbon(s). This overall scoresheet and 

ribbon can be included in your memory book if you wish. If you have questions, please contact Jen at the 4-H 

office. 

  

Showmanship                                                                                                                                         

Each animal exhibitor must participate in the showmanship classes for the animal species they are exhibiting. 

Showmanship awards will be based on the following criteria, in order of importance: 

¨ Presentation of the animal in the ring 

¨ Knowledge of species, breed, and animal’s strengths and weaknesses 

¨ Appearance of the animal 

¨ Appearance of the exhibitor 

Animal Science Junior Superintendent                                                                                         

Are you 14 years of age or older? Do you enjoy being around animals 

or just spend a lot of time hanging out in the animal barn at the county 

fair? If so, you should consider being an Animal Science Junior 

Superintendent during the Yates County Fair. Junior Superintendents 

working in animal science can either sign up to help with an animal 

science show or work in the 4-H animal science barn. 

Those who wish to work at an animal science show will help keep 

records of the show, organize and hand out ribbons, assist the judge 

and possibly announce classes. Animal shows are often longer than 

two hours and you will be awarded premium points for each two hour 

shift completed. Those who wish to work in the barn will interact with 

fairgoers by answering questions about the animals or 4-H in general 

and oversee the animal science barn by making sure animals have 

water as needed and assist with any problems that may occur.  If you are interested in serving as an Animal 

Science Junior Superintendent, please fill out the sign-up sheet and return it to the 4-H office by June 5th. If 

you have any questions, please contact Jen at the 4-H office. 
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Fun Animal Science Opportunities at the Fair                                                                                

Best Decorated Stall/Cage - Over the past couple of years, the 4-H Animal Science Barn has been well 

decorated by those choosing to participate in the Stall/Cage Decoration Contest. This fun competition has 

become a permanent entry in the fair. You will see the class number in the Herdsmanship section of the Yates 

County Fairbook. While no premium points will be awarded, two rosettes will be presented; one for the Best 

Decorated Stall/Pen (horses, sheep, goats, swine, and cattle) and one for the Best Decorated Cage (rabbits 

and poultry). You may use any “theme” that you want to decorate your area, as long as it is 4-H appropriate. 

There is no pre-entry required. Please review some guidelines below: 

¨ Be sure to hang decorations in a way so that your animal is not able to eat or destroy them. 

¨ Decorations cannot obstruct any of the walkways that have been designated for fairgoers. 

¨ Rabbit/Poultry exhibitors can choose a theme for all of their cages or choose to decorate a single cage. 

 

 

Animal Science Knowledge Olympics  - This is a fun quiz bowl style event.  Youth will participate in teams 

of two and will be broken into Cloverbud, Novice, Junior, and Senior divisions depending on age and 

experience.  If youth would like to participate, they can sign up at the barn meeting.    
  

Rooster Crowing Contest - We will be having a rooster contest at the fair again this year.  No pre-entry is 

required.  Special awards will be given for the loudest rooster and the rooster that crows the most. 

Rules: 

1. Entry is for a single rooster (all breeds competing together).                                                                                         

2. Exhibitors may choose one of their roosters that they feel will perform the best.                                                 

3. Cages will be covered for 30 minutes prior to the competition and crows will be counted when the 

cover is removed (exhibitors will need to provide their own blanket for their bird’s cage).                                                                                                       

4. Roosters will be judged on the most and loudest crows during a 15 minute period.                                             

5. Owners can “coach” the rooster during the contest, but may not physically touch him once the 

contest begins.   

For contest days and times, please refer to the youth schedule in the back of this issues of Dates for Yates.                                                                                                                               

 

Poultry Exhibitors 

Poultry Check-In                                                                                                                                                      

We will once again be having two poultry check ins for birds entered in the fair. This has seemed to work 

well in years past and allows some flexibility on selecting the birds you will bring to the fair.  On your 

Advanced Entry paperwork, you will only need to state how many birds you plan on bringing to the fair.  In 

other words, just put down the poultry department letter and in the class description line, put the number of 

birds you will be bringing.  Then at the bottom, just list the number of poultry cages you will need. 

Check this year’s fair schedule for days and times for poultry check-in.  At one of the times listed, you will 

need to bring your birds to the 4-H Animal Barn and register them for the Poultry Show.  There will be a 

table set up with a volunteer who will ask for your bird’s breed and sex and then tell you where to place your 

bird for the duration of the fair.  It is VERY important that you set your bird up where you are told.  This 

makes the judging process MUCH easier.  Please contact Jen with any questions! 
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Equine Exhibitors 

Rulebook Information                                                                                                               

The New York State 2020 Horse Show Rulebook has yet to be posted, but the 2019 version is available on 

the NYS 4-H Horse website. Please visit http://4h.ansci.cornell.edu/animal-programs/horses/equine-show-

rule-book/ to review New York State 4-H Horse Show rules and regulations. Anyone showing a horse in 4-H 

on the county or state level should have a copy of this handbook and be aware of its content.  

Required Clothing and Footwear Horse Exhibitors  

• The “official” helmet for the NYS 4-H Horse Program for the year 2020 will be equine riding helmets with 

ASTM – 1163/SEI or ASTM – F – 1163-04a/SEI certification.  

• “Proper equestrian footwear with a distinguishable heel” is required.  

• A note about “Fat Baby” and “Chunk” type boots – there has been quite a bit of discussion, at the Horse 

Education Committee (HEC) meetings, about the Western style “Fat Baby” and “Chunk” type of boots that 

are currently being marketed by most major boot manufacturers at the present time. These boots originally hit 

the market as “fashion boots” and were not necessarily intended to be used when riding horses. They are 

however being marketed as “equestrian footwear” and do have a distinguishable heel. Although the NYS 4-H 

Horse Program cannot make a decision to outlaw this equestrian footwear – do please try to educate 

volunteers and youth in your programs that the width of the toe and the tread of the sole of some of these 

boots need to be looked at. The width of the stirrup being used compared to the width of a particular boot 

must be considered to make sure that there is not a tight fit. Also some of the boots have significant tread 

types that may have more grip to the stirrup than would be desirable. Ideally, the foot of the rider should be 

able to “slip free” of the stirrup in the event of an emergency situation. It is up to the parents/guardians of the 

youths to decide which boots they will purchase for their children.  

• An approved helmet and equestrian footwear must be worn at all times at 4-H events when:  

* a rider is mounted on an equine  

* youth are riding in a vehicle being pulled by one or more equines  

* youth are in the show ring with an equine (for showmanship at halter)  

Horse Certificates                                                                                                                              

Included in the back of this issue of Dates for Yates, you will find a Horse 

Certificate. Youth planning to take part in horse shows at the county fair need 

to turn in a Horse Certificate for any horse they plan to show at fair.  

Certificates are due to the 4-H office by May 15th.  Please note, due to our 

current situation, this deadline has been extended by two weeks.  Please let us 

know if you have any questions. 

http://4h.ansci.cornell.edu/animal-programs/horses/equine-show-rule-book/
http://4h.ansci.cornell.edu/animal-programs/horses/equine-show-rule-book/
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Exhibit Hall Information                                                                                                                                
It’s time to start thinking about exhibiting at the Yates County Fair! We’re half-way through the 4-H year, 

we’ve had lots of workshops on different topics, and you’ve been working on your own projects with your 

clubs and families. Now what? What do you need to do to be ready for FAIR? Every year we offer a session 

to help you maneuver through the forms, cards, and papers you’ll need. Things we cover are:  

• What constitutes a project? An exhibit?  

• What’s a project certification sheet, and why do I need one?  

• What’s an entry card? How do I fill it out?  

• What goes on a Voucher, and why is it so important?  

• What’s in the Fair Book that I need to see?  

Email Jen if you would like help with fair paperwork this year.    

Project Certification Sheet                                                                                                                                            
At the end of this issue of Dates for Yates, you will find the Exhibit Hall Project Certification Sheet. This 

form is used to verify that what you plan to enter in the Exhibit Hall is part of a project (refer to the article 

below “Understanding 4-H Project Work”). This form is to be filled out by a parent or club leader, verifying 

that the exhibits coming to fair are actually part of a project area that a member has spent 6+ hours working 

in. One sheet is to be filled out for each project area. So, one for photography, one for recycling, etc. It is 

only needed for projects entered in the Exhibit Hall.  Animal science entries are submitted using the 

Advanced Entry Form.  Project Certification Sheets are due to the 4-H office by June 5th.   

Let’s Make a Banner                                                                                                                                  
Has your club thought about making a banner to reflect your club name, or what your club is all about?? We 

would like every club to display their banner at the Fair this year. All 4-H Club banners can be displayed 

whether or not it has been displayed before. Any club can create a new banner to replace the one it already 

has. Only new banners will be evaluated.  You can get guidelines for making a club banner by contacting the 

4-H office.  
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What is a 4-H Project?                                                                                                                                                    

A project is a planned series of learning activities/experiences that engage youth in the use of their heads and hands in 

ways that result in enhanced competencies, open hearts and better health. 4-H projects give youth opportunities to:  

• Gain new knowledge and develop the critical thinking skills that lead to independence of thought and action 

• Experience a sense of belonging through cooperative learning activities  

• Develop a spirit of generosity by sharing knowledge and using skills to help others  

• Achieve a feeling of mastery as the cumulative result of project work.                                                               

4-H projects always teach the “why’s” as well as the “how’s.” For example: a member enrolled in a woodworking 

project might learn the safe and most effective way to use basic hand tools and gain experience in the selection of 

hardware and finishing materials while making a birdhouse (tangible product). The knowledge and skills learned 

(intangible product) can be applied when making other wooden items in the future. It is this transferable knowledge and 

skill that is the essence of the project—not just the finished product. 

A project will not always result in a tangible product but may lead solely to an intangible result (for example, learning a 

CPR technique). In either case, a learn-by-doing approach is used.  

The 4-H “learning by doing” method involves several steps in a process: doing, and then thinking, planning, and often 

doing again. Such learning is called experiential learning and is a powerful approach for young people to develop a 

variety of life skills.  

The experiential learning approach starts with a concrete activity—something for us to DO. Following the concrete 

activity, we REFLECT on what we have experienced. Ask the members “what?” questions such as “What happened?” 

and “What was that like for you?” or “What did you observe?”  

Next we need to help the members generalize the concepts formed through this experience so that they can APPLY 

their learning to future real-life situations. To do this, we first ask “So what?” questions such as “So, what made it 

easier or harder for you?” and “So what are the key learnings from this activity?" Finally, we ask, “Now what?” and 

“Now that I know this, what do I do next?”  

Through the experiential learning approach, we help young people develop the characteristics and abilities that will 

allow them to grow into mature, productive and contributing citizens. In the 4-H Youth Development program, such 

characteristics and abilities are referred to as “Life Skills.”  

“Project skills” focus on mastery of skills to complete a tangible project, whereas “life skills” are important for youth 

development. 4-H project work life skills:  

• Are intermeshed with subject matter learning  

• Help young people meet their needs of belonging, independence, mastery and generosity in positive ways  

• Are developed by linking with opportunities to meet youth needs  

• Apply to young people’s present lives as well as to their future  

• Are learned when adults model the skill, young people have the chance to try, practice, and rehearse the skills for 
themselves, and get feedback and reinforcement on their efforts  

• Frequently rely on a body of knowledge as well as personal attributes  

• Are transferable. That is, once a skill is acquired, it can be used in many ways and in different areas of life.  

As caring adults, we want to meet children’s needs. We want to help youth learn how to meet their own needs in 

positive ways and to develop life-long skills and competencies. This is the purpose of 4-H project work. Note: Studies 

show that in order for behavior change to occur, thus having actually learned and implemented a skill, you need to do 

something at least 6 times (if it is developmentally appropriate for that age). 
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Have you heard?  The NYS Fair is planning to run for 18 days in 2020.  While this change was decided prior to Covid
-19 happenings, NYS 4-H staff are moving forward with State Fair plans for 2020. As you can imagine, moving to an 
18-day state fair event creates some changes.  Below is what we’re able to share with you thus far.  

Youth Building Rotation Schedule:  The 4-H youth building will move to a 4-rotation schedule.  Yates County will 
continue to share booth space with Wayne and Seneca counties, with Yates County’s rotation set for 9/4-9/7.   

Animal Science Updates: In the Beef Barn, there will be a new 
youth beef superintendent. Her name is: Jala Murphy. She is a 
Simmental producer and a 4-H alumni.  She is currently living in 
Iowa where she is engaged in an internship with a cattle company 
there. She will return to NY in May. In the meantime, she is working 
with Open Class superintendents, Karen and Paul Glenister, of 
Oswego County, NY to accommodate beef exhibitor needs.  A four 
day breed rotation has been discussed, yet not final.  

The 4-H Dog Show is tentatively scheduled for Sat. Aug 22 as it has 
been since 2015, pending budget approval. Superintendent, Liz 
Meacham, is the key contact for class questions. We do not 
anticipate any class or schedule changes for this 1 day show. We do 
encourage youth and families to “like” our 4-H Dog Facebook page 
for future updates as they become known. The Dog Skillathon 
Contest will continue to be on the same day as the show. Counties 
will need to request parking credentials for exhibitors and encourage 
families to plan ahead for hotel reservations as there could be more 
competition for those rooms with fair opening earlier.  The show 
entry deadline will continue to be August 1st. 
https://4h.ansci.cornell.edu/animal-programs/dogs/  

In the 4-H Horse Show arena, Superintendent, Robin Bartholomew, 
is working hard to propose a schedule that may give each division 
more time to load and unload between divisions, in anticipation of 
some temporary stalling in some places. Division schedules will not 
be confirmed until facility questions are confirmed. The NYS 4-H 
Hippology Contest is currently scheduled for Sunday, August 30. 
For future contest updates and details see: 
https://4h.ansci.cornell.edu/animal-programs/horses/  

The Sheep Tent will be in place again in 2020, until further notice from state fair officials.  

A new youth swine superintendent will be in place (a 4-H alumni from western NY) and the NY Pork Producers will 
again be sponsoring the Empire State Youth Swine Scholarship program. For contest details see: https://
newyorkpork.org/ 

Youth Dairy Cattle, Youth Goat, Youth Swine, Youth Poultry and Youth Rabbit/Cavy events and rotations and 
schedules will likely remain the same in 2020 as they were in 2019, assuming the 4-H youth state fair budget is 
approved. Budget negotiations will be in progress through April.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://4h.ansci.cornell.edu/animal-programs/dogs/
https://4h.ansci.cornell.edu/animal-programs/horses/
https://newyorkpork.org/
https://newyorkpork.org/
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While there will be several changes to this year’s New York State Fair, all of the great youth development and 
leadership opportunities will still be available.  Read below for more information.     

Teen Leaders - Youth 13-19, can help in various ways throughout the Youth Building! Including: Fashion Revue, 
Poultry Science, Dairy, Horse, Robotics, Project Evaluation, GPS/GIS, Shooting Sports, Rabbits, Livestock, Jr. Iron 
Chef, County Booth Displays, Horticulture, Dog, Goat, Photography, and the Activity Zone! This opportunity is a 
great way to help State Fair run smoothly. Teen Leaders assist with State Fair Youth Building activities for 6 hrs/day, 
and receive a $12 premium/day.  

Youth Leaders - Youth 9-12, can learn what it takes to be a Teen Leader and assist in their County Booth or the 
Activity Zone. Youth leaders assist with State Fair Youth Building activities for 3 hrs/day, and receive a $6 premium/
day.  

Junior Superintendents (JSs) - This position is designed to be an educational experience giving older 4-H’ers an 
opportunity to learn workplace skills, team building, and people skills. They work alongside 4-H State Fair Program 
Coordinators and Superintendents to help fair run smoothly. There are JSs positions in several animal science areas as 
well as the Youth Building. JSs need to be 16 years old or over, and need to complete a written application and 
possible phone interview. First year JSs will only be scheduled for one week, and a few full length shifts may be 
available for returning JSs. A premium of $40/day will be given to those who adequately complete their 
responsibilities.  

Group Action Booth - 3 or more youth and 1 adult can sign-up to host an activity in their county’s booth during their 
rotation and earn a $20 premium! 

Public Presentation - 4-H members 8-19 years old will receive an exhibitor’s premium for registering to present their 
public presentation at State Fair. You are required to complete a participant summary form in order to receive your 
premium.  

General Public Presentations/Demonstrations - 4-H youth 8-19 can showcase their talents using any type of 
presentation style! Including: demonstration, illustrated talk, speech, recitation, dramatic interpretation, song, or dance 
to showcase their particular skills and abilities.  

Produced in New York - Open to youth 8-19 years of age. Opportunity for youth to demonstrate food preparation 
skills while promoting recipes featuring New York produce! Participants will be evaluated on demonstration, product, 
and menu plan. Contact the 4-H office for more detailed information.  

NYS 4-H Chicken & Turkey Barbecue Contest - Open to youth 14 years old and over. Youth must be pre-approved 
to participate.  

NYS Fair 4-H Egg Preparation Contest - Open to any 4-H member who has been pre-approved to participate.  

Jr. Iron Chef Challenge - Open to any 4-H youth age 10-19. Youth compete in a Jr. Iron Chef Challenge that 
typically involves finding a fair food and making it into a healthier alternative. Contact the 4-H office for more 
information.  

4-H Robotics Challenge - Open to 4-H youth 8-19 years old. (Cloverbuds are not eligible) Must enter as a team of at 
least 3 people. Teams use programmable robots to solve tasks. Participants creatively apply the engineer design 
process and use robot construction and computer programming skills to solve the tasks as a team.  

Youth who will need to stay overnight have the opportunity to stay in the Youth Building dorms supervised by an 
approved chaperone from the county. If you would like more information on the dorms contact the 4-H office! More 
information on this year’s NYS Fair will be available when the State Fair books are released, stay tuned for details! 
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Who Wants to go to 4-H Camp?                                                                                                          
Good news!  From what we have heard so far, 4-H camps are set to take place this summer! Camps have been 
deemed an essential need for childcare services.  Even better news, we have scholarships available to help you 
attend!!  

4-H Camps may be taking on a new format, but that information will be shared as we have it.  However, NOW is the 
time to start thinking about 4-H Summer Camp!  Each 4-H camp has its own unique programs.  The only way to 
figure out which one has what you are interested in is to visit the site below and read more about them!  Don’t want 
to go far from home?  Camp Bristol Hills is right in Canandaigua!  Love horses?  Camp Wyomoco offers 
horsemanship camp!  Want to visit another part of the state?  How about Camp Shankitunk in the Catskills?  Check 
them all out at: https://nys4-h.org/new-york-state-4h-camps/.   If you do not have the internet, the 4-H office has 
brochures from many camps.  Also, here is a brief description of each camp, listed alphabetically  

Location Region Activities 

Bristol Hill Finger Lakes One-week resident camp sessions for grades 3-8 and day camp for grades K-
2. Shorter overnight Sprout Camp for grades 1-3. Featured activities include 
shooting sports, GPS Explorer, horsemanship, natural sciences, ropes 
courses, and CIT.  

Dorothy P. Flint Long Island Eight one-week sessions for ages 8-15. Stayover weekends available. 
Featured activities include canoeing, kayaking, farming, horsemanship, 
fishing and ropes courses.   

Hidden Valley Finger Lakes One week sessions for ages 8-18. Stayover weekends available. Day 
campers accepted. Spring Weekend, sneak preview and family camp 
sessions also available. Activities include canoeing, archery, swimming, 
crafts, drama, and CIT.   

Overlook Adirondacks One week sessions for ages 8-19. Shorter Cloverbud Camp for ages 6-8. Day 
campers accepted. Adirondack adventure for older campers. Activities 
include canoeing, sailing, fishing, shooting sports, ropes course, and CIT.  

Owahta Central New 
York 

Resident camping for ages 8-14 and day camp for ages 6-14. Six one-week 
sessions. Each week has a special theme. Featured activities include 
canoeing, fishing, deck hockey, horseback riding, and biking. 

Peconic Dunes Long Island Resident and day camping available for ages 8-15. Activities include 
canoeing, kayaking, fishing, archery, outdoor living, and sports. Camp Sea 
Wolf is a special environmental stewardship camp.   

Shankitunk Catskills Weekly sessions for ages 8-15. Featured activities include fishing, 
backpacking, archery, rocketry, woodworking, ropes course, and CIT. 

Wabasso 1,000 Islands Resident camp for ages 8-16 with shorter sessions for ages 6-8. Day campers 
accepted. Special theme weeks and in-depth programs including fishing 
camp, tae kwon do, and soccer camp.   

Wyomoco Western New 
York 

Weekly  sessions for ages 8-16. Special in-depth themes sessions offered. 
Activities include animal care, horsemanship, science, outdoor skills, sports, 
creative arts, and CIT.  

https://nys4-h.org/new-york-state-4h-camps/
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4-H Camp Scholarship Policy for Yates County 4-H Members                                                                 

4-H Camp Scholarships are available to all active Yates County 4-H’ers, including Cloverbuds, who are 

enrolled by January 1st of the current year.  This year we are lucky to have additional funds available to help 

our members attend camp.  If you plan to attend camp, it is worth taking the time to fill out an application.  

And, if you’ve been on the fence about attending camp due to the cost, you should definitely contact the 4-H 

office for an application.     

• Each active 4-H’er is eligible to receive one 4-H camp scholarship per year, regardless of the number of 
weeks he/she attends. 

• Funds come from the 4-H Trips and Awards Fund and are available only to 4-H’ers who have participated 
in a 4-H fundraising effort for the current/past 4-H year. 

• The 4-H member must pay the non-refundable deposit. 

• Scholarship amounts vary from year to year depending on funding available. 
 

Scholarship applications can be obtained through the 4-H office and scholarships are funded at the discretion 

of the 4-H staff based on the above criteria. 
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Vol. XXXVII                                              Spring 2020

 

 

4-H Teen Group 

In December, club members decided to purchase gifts for local families for the holidays.  We met at the 4-H office 

and headed to Wal-Mart.  We had a list of individuals (provided by Team Charlie out of Dundee) to shop for, 

including their ages, wants, and needs.  After some discussion, each member selected a child to shop for.  We went 

up and down the toy aisles, filling carts with baby dolls and clothes, toy trucks, paw patrol items, LOL dolls, and 

more.  Once each child had a couple gifts selected we went on over to the clothing section and picked out 

everything from pajamas to sweatshirts, pants, shirts, and winter hats and gloves.  Once we tallied up the cost of all 

the items, which took a while and resulted in some varying totals, we decided we had enough money left to 

purchase some additional items for the adults on the list.  A pair of sneakers, some makeup, and a nightgown were 

added to the cart.  Once everyone was happy with their findings, we headed to the checkout line, with multiple carts, 

and began ringing items up.  Members filled bags and watched as the total price kept getting higher and higher, 

wondering if they had stayed within their budgeted amount.  In the end, we were under-budget by about $20.  We 

headed back to Penn Yan, happy with our efforts.  Items were delivered to Dundee and then distributed via Team 

Charlie efforts.        

 

In January, we met on Martin Luther King Day and spent a great deal of time brainstorming community service and 

project ideas for the remainder of the year.  We developed a plan to focus on county fair improvements, a fundraiser 

for the Humane Society, Bingo with Clinton Crest,  a canned good drive, and tied fleece blanket donation.   

 

In February, our group sponsored the 4-H Movie Night for all Yates County 4-H members.  We purchased pizza and 

drinks for attendees and had fun gathering to watch The Lion King.  

 

In March, we had planned to schedule a time to play bingo with residents at Clinton Crest, but schedules made it 

hard to find a day that worked for members as well as the facility.  This activity will be postponed.  Additionally, we 

were not able to meet in March due to school closings and 4-H staff starting to work from home.     

International Harvesters 

In January, we met on Martin Luther King Day.  We shared a dish to pass lunch and then worked on a seed art 

project.  We sketched out a design on photo mounting board and then used a variety of seeds to “paint” in our 

designs.  After our designs were complete, we held a business meeting to brainstorm ideas for future meetings and 

review upcoming events and announcements.         

 

In February, we met on Presidents’ Day and made stamped 4-H clover t-shirts.  This was a fun and easy project 

that was suiting both to 4-H and St. Patrick’s Day, next month!  After cutting out a 4-H clover stencil, we secured it 

to our shirt and used a variety of brushes and sponges to dot and dab around the stencil.  Once we finished the 

clover, many members decided to add some designs to the shirts.  Some added their name or wrote a saying on 

their shirts.  We laid the shirts flat to dry, had a dish to pass lunch, and a short business meeting.   
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4-H Award Trip – January 5th      

Our Fall 4-H Award Trip was rescheduled to right after the New Year.  

Thirteen 4-H members and parents gathered at Brock’s Bowl and 

Pizzeria.  We had fun seeing each other, being goofy while practicing 

our bowling skills, and of course, eating pizza!!  Attendees enjoyed the 

event and confirmed it was a worthwhile afternoon that they would like 

to do again! 

Public Presentation Practice – January 30th           

We had 2 Cloverbuds and 3 adults attend our Public Presentation training.  

Each participating family was new to 4-H Public Presentations.  Both youth 

came with a topic in mind and spent time creating a catchy title, developing 

an outline for their presentation, and finalizing their introduction.  It was a 

great night and Jen was very proud of the attendees and their efforts 

organizing their presentations.   

Pretzel Workshop – February 2nd                                                                           

A wonderful 4-H Pretzel Workshop was held the beginning of 

February.  Ten 4-H members attended to learn how to make soft 

pretzels.  We started by making the yeast dough.  Typically, the 

dough would need to rise, but a batch was made ahead of time, so 

participants could get right to work.  Each participant was given 

their own dough to roll into “snakes” and shape into pretzels or 

nuggets.  Then their dough was dropped into boiling water with 

baking soda for 30 seconds, transferred to a baking sheet, sprinkled 

with coarse salt, and popped into the oven.  While the pretzels were 

baking, we made a homemade cheese sauce.  Pretzels were baked 

until they were golden brown and the aroma in the basement was 

amazing.  The only thing better was eating the pretzels.  They 

tasted just like what you would get from the mall and the 

homemade cheese sauce was a hit as well.           
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4-H Movie Night – February 15th   

Ten youth and six adults gathered in February to watch the Lion King.  

Youth brought blankets and pillows and camped out on the basement 

floor to watch a long-time favorite on the “Big Screen”.  Pizza, drinks, 

and popcorn was provided by the 4-H Teen Group.  While actual 

interaction was limited, it was fun to see some new faces, get to know 

other 4-H families, and of course eat pizza and enjoy a movie 

together.  Attendees asked for another 4-H movie night and 

brainstormed possible options for movie showings!   

Spaghetti Dinner – February 12th  

We had another delicious spaghetti dinner fundraiser with the Penn Yan Elk’s 

Lodge.  Many thanks to their volunteers for preparing the dinners and 

working with our youth.  We had a record crowd and was very busy all night 

long.  While the kitchen did get a bit backed up, our 4-H families worked 

together well to serve the crowd.  We truly thank everyone who attended and 

hope you had a wonderful meal and were able to enjoy some good 

conversation with fellow guests.      

Public Presentations – February 11th, 18th, and 22nd   

Seventeen 4-H members took part in this year’s 4-H Public Presentations. This included 2 Cloverbuds 

and 3 first time presenters.  We heard topics ranging from How to Care for a Guinea Pig to the Willard 

Asylum, Watkins Glen State Gorge, Gems, and more.  Getting up in front of a crowd to present is not 

an easy task and we are so very proud of all our presenters for having the courage to do so.  We loved 

seeing your topics, hearing about your interests, listening to our first time presenters, and watching our 

past presenters expand on their presentation skills.  Congratulations to all of our 2020 presenters.  We 

hope to see you again next year! 
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Horse Extravaganza – March 7th  

Yates County had 8 youth participate in this year’s event in Midlakes.  For the first time in many 
years we had novice, junior, and senior youth represented.  See below for this year’s results.   

Horse Bowl 

• Sr. Team – 5th.  Individual placings: Laura – 3rd, Maddie – 11th, 

Brenna – 14th.   

• Jr. Team – 5th  

• Novice Team – 2nd.  Individual placings: Elana – 1st    

Hippology   

• Sr. Team – 2nd  

• Jr. Team – 7th.  Individual placings: Zoe – 13th  

• Novice Team – 3rd.  Individual placings – Elana – 3rd, John – 9th.   

Leather Workshop – March 13th 

Did you know Yates County has a leathercraft kit that can be signed out for project use at home?  

This kit was used for our leather workshop, where 11 youth learned the basics of leather stamping.  

Participants practiced using leather tools, stamps, and punches while make two different projects.  

Lots of creativity was displayed and plans for future workshops are in the works.                                     



2020 Fair Check-List 
April 

___  1st – Enrolled in 4-H 

May 

___ 15th – Turned in horse certificate to the 4-H office (please note the later than usual deadline) 

___ 15th  – Obtained ownership of fair animals (excluding horse) 

___ Scheduled a time for the vet to come and do health paperwork (CVIs must be completed on or after  
May 1st of the current year and within 14 days of vet check-in at the fair) 

June 

___ 5th – TURNED IN ALL ADVANCED ENTRY PAPERWORK 

• Animal and Educational Exhibit Advanced Entry Form
• Animal Health paperwork (health certificates (CVI), Coggins and Rabies)
• Animal Record Books
• Non-ownership forms
• Dairy Bar Sign-up
• Teen Leader and Jr. Superintendent Forms
• Project Certification Sheet
• Overnight Permission Form

___ 22nd – ALL HEALTH FORMS MUST BE CMPLETED BY THIS DATE (paperwork will only be 
accepted after the 5th, without a late fee, if the age of the animal restricts vaccinations to be given at an 
earlier time or there is another excuse that has been approved by 4-H staff.  Otherwise, any paperwork 
handed in after June 5th will have a late fee) 

___ TBA Attended fair clean up 

July 

___ 5th Fair Judging Day 

___ 7th-11th – YATES COUNTY FAIR 

___ 12th- Release and pick-up of exhibits 

___ Isolated fair animals for two weeks after returning home from the fair 

Reminders: 

___You should already be working with your fair animal.  The more time you put in now, the better your 
fair experience will be!! 

___The 4-H office will keep copies of all your health paperwork.  However, you need to keep the 
originals in a safe spot AND keep them with you at the fair.  

___You will need to be present on Tuesday, July 7th, with your original health paperwork when the State Vet does 
animal inspections (about 10am).  This will count towards Herdsmanship! 



2020 Yates County Fair Youth Schedule 

Sunday, July 5th                                                                                                                                                                                     

2:00-6:00 pm  Exhibit Hall Judging                                                                                                                                                

3:00-6:00 pm         Scooper’s Open                                                                                                                                        

Monday, July 6th                                                                                                                                                                                            

8:00am – 8:30 pm   Animal Set up                                                                                                                                                         

2:00 pm                        4-H Staff at fairgrounds                                                                                                                

2:00 – 4:00 pm              Poultry check-in                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

7:00 pm                          Barn Meeting (all animal exhibitors and parents must attend Mon. or Tues.)                                                     

7:30-8:30pm              Poultry check-in  

Tuesday, July 7th                                                                                                                                                                              

8:30-9:30am              Poultry check-in                                                                                                                                                            

9:30 am               All animals in place                                                                                                                                 

9:30 am               Barn Meeting                                                                                                                                                            

10:00 am               Vet Inspection (All exhibitors must be present with required paperwork)                                                         

12:00pm   Club & Individual Educational Exhibits must be set up by this time                                                                

12:30 pm   Rabbit Show                                                                                                                                                      

1:00-9:00 pm                       Exhibit Hall open                                                                                                                             

1:00-10:00pm              Dairy Bar open                                                                                                                                    

5:00 pm    Animal Science Quiz Bowl                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Wednesday, July 8th                                                                                                                                                                                           

10:00 am   4-H and Open Class Goat Shows                                                                                                          

1:00-9:00 pm              Exhibit Hall open                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

1:00-10:00 pm              Dairy Bar open                                                                                                                                                                   

4:00-6:00  pm  Mannequin Modeling and Public Presentations                                                                                        

Thursday, July 9th                                                                                                                                                                                                          

8:30 am   Equine Costume Class                                                                                                                                                                              

9:00am                           4-H Gymkhana and Fun Games                                                                                                           

1:00-9:00pm              Exhibit Hall open                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

1:00-10:00pm              Dairy Bar open                                                                                                                                                                   

3:00 pm                               Poultry Showmanship.  Breed classes to follow.                                                                                   

Friday, July 10th                                                                                                                                                                                                   

9:00 am                         Rooster Crowing Contest                                                                                                                                          

10:00 am               4-H and Open Dairy Show                                                                                                                                            

1:00 pm   Mini Horse Show and Horse Driving Show                                                                                      

1:00-9:00pm              Exhibit Hall open                                                                                                                              

1:00-10:00pm              Dairy Bar open                                                                                                                                                    

6:00 pm                               4-H Pet Show                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Saturday, July 11th                                                                                                                                                                                              

10:00 am               4-H and Open Livestock Show                                                                                                                   

1:00-9:00pm              Exhibit Hall open                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

1:00-10:00pm              Dairy Bar open                                                                                                                                                                

1:30 pm    4-H Dog Show                                                                                                                                           

2:00 – 4:00 pm                Mannequin Modeling and Public Presentations 

Sunday, July 12th                                                                                                                                                                                                      

8:30 am – 12:00pm     Release and pick up of exhibits 



NYS 4-H HORSE CERTIFICATE 
 

  Personally owned Date    20   
 

   Family owned 
 

Non-owned 
(See non-ownership policy/reverse side) 

 

 
Name of Animal 

 

Date Animal Born (Mo.) (Day) (Yr.) Sex M G 

Name of Sire 

Name of Dam 
 

Registry/Breed Reg. No. 
 

Date of Purchase Member County 

Left Side Right Side 
 

Draw markings on each 
side and face identical to 
your horse 

 

   
   Color  Owner   

 

   Height  Address 
 

Weight  
(Zip) 

 
Signature of Owner 

 

This animal has been officially designated as the 4-H project animal of the 4H'er as of June 1 of the current project year. 
 

Name of 4-H'er    
 

Address    
  Zip    

 

Telephone   Email    

4-H Leader Name     
 

Address    
 

   Zip    
 

Telephone    Email    
 

 

Member's Signature 
 

Parent/Guardian    
 

Address    

  Zip    
 

Telephone   Email    

Leader's Signature 

Educator   County    
 

Address    

   Zip    
 

Telephone    Email    

 
Parent/Guardian Signature CCE Educator Signature 

 
Remember to include a copy of your current Coggin's test - test dated this year or last year. *Proof of rabies vaccination required - must he current, 

given more than 14 days prior to arrival at fairgrounds, and remain current for duration of the Fair. 
Remember to follow Animal Health requirements for Admission to New York State and County Fairs: 

http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AI/vet.html.  Consult your veterinarian. 

*See reverse side for important information* 



Remember to follow Animal Health requirements for Admission to New York State and County Fairs:  
http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AI/vet.html.  Consult your veterinarian. 

NEW YORK YOUTH LIVESTOCK “NON-OWNERSHIP” POLICY 
 

 
 

The exhibitor, upon request to the event sponsor, shall provide proof of ownership of any 
exhibit. 
 
This certificate verifies that a 4-H member in New York has enrolled this animal as a 
4-H Project Animal by June 1 of the current year. 
 
For all “non-owned” animals, the 4-H member and the owner of the animal have entered 
an agreement.  A lease agreement allows a 4-H member to use the specified animal as a 
4-H project. 
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) encourages the use of written lease agreements, 
however, it is the responsibility of the exhibitor and the animal owner to agree upon the 
lease terms.  Neither CCE nor Cornell University is legally involved in writing, 
implementing or terminating any lease agreements. 
 
The following bill was legally adopted by the NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets 
July 1987. 
 
Exhibits shall have been owned by the exhibitor for a period of at least (30) days prior to 
the entry of the exhibit provided, however, that any animal exhibit entered in a youth fair, 
youth exhibition or 4-H show or exhibition shall have been in the care of the exhibitor for 
a period of at least (60) days prior to entry of the exhibit. 
 
CCE staff and state program administrators have maintained the following philosophy 
since 1987. 
 
Non-owner/lease opportunities are intended for youth who do not already own an animal 
of this type.  For exhibition purposes, youth are limited to one non-owned breeding class 
animal of this type. 
 
Specific for Equine: 
The only approved NYS Horse Program exceptions are donkey, mule, miniature equine, 
and driving equine (used only for driving).  In which cases a youth may own or lease an 
equine and also lease a donkey, mule, miniature equine, and driving equine (used only 
for driving). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

bjj 
c:horsecert15:06.03.15 
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Cornell Cooperative Extension– Yates County 
4-H Youth Program 
417 Liberty Street 
Penn Yan, New York 14527 
t. 315-536-5123 
f. 315-536-5117 
http://yates.cce.cornell.edu 

The Dates for Yates Newsletter is prepared and published four times a year by the 4-H staff 
of the Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of Yates County. The information given 
herein is supplied with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no 
endorsement by Cooperative Extension is implied. Cornell Cooperative Extension in Yates 
County provides equal program and employment opportunities. If you have any special 
needs, please contact the staff.  

               Sincerely,  

Do you find that you have a question and need to call one of us, but the office isn’t open? We 
have voice mail on our phone systems, so you may call anytime of the day or night and leave 
a message and we can get back to you. The number is 315-536-5123. Or, if you prefer, you 
may contact us via e-mail: 

Jennifer Clancey jja26@cornell.edu 

Samantha Wheeler sw874@cornell.edu 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with                                  

Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities 

  

http://yates.cce.cornell.edu
mailto:jja26@cornell.edu
mailto:sw874@cornell.edu
https://www.facebook.com/YatesCounty4H/



