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Who We Are: 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is a unique educational  
network linking  Columbia County and Greene County with 
resources from Cornell University, the USDA and the  
national land grant university system. 
 
“4-H empowers youth to reach their full potential, working 
and learning in partnership with caring adults.” 
 
This mission is realized via traditional 4-H Clubs; educational 
programs for libraries, schools and community agencies; 
and classes at the Extension Education Center in Hudson 
and the Agroforestry Resource Center in Acra. 
 
Youth Connection is published ten times a year by the 4-H 
Youth Development staff of Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Columbia and Greene Counties as part of our informal 
educational programs for youth.  No one shall be denied 
the opportunity to  participate or receive information based 
on their ability to pay.  If you have special needs that we 
can accommodate, please contact us at (518) 828-3346 or 
columbiagreene@cornell.edu.  
 
“Like” us on Facebook:  go to Cornell Cooperative  
Extensions of Columbia and Greene Counties. 
 
The information in this publication is provided for  
educational purposes only. Any and all advertisements and 
references to businesses, producers, products, services or 
trade names is made with the understanding that no  
endorsement or discrimination is implied or expressed by 
Cornell Cooperative Extension. 
 
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator 

recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and 

employment opportunities  

 
4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT STAFF 

 

You can reach staff at the main office number in Hudson at 518-828-3346 

(extensions listed below) or use their direct line 
 

Linda K. Tripp, 4-H Issue Leader 

4-H club and volunteer management; community youth programming; citizenship 
lke2@cornell.edu/x210/direct line: 518-318-1193 

 

Rebecca Polmateer, Team Coordinator, Community Health & Wellness 

Healthy living; Hudson 4-H 
rp328@cornell.edu/x117/direct line: 518-318-1143 

 

Anna Harrod-McGrew, 4-H Extension Educator  

Garden-based learning; environmental awareness;  
4-H public presentations; New York State Fair 

ash252@cornell.edu/518-828-3346 x202/direct line: 518-318-1180 

 

Meaghan McDermott, 4-H Program Coordinator 

Animal science; agricultural awareness; STEM 

mem566@cornell.edu/x211/direct line: 518-318-1189  

 

Emily Warrington, Administrative Assistant 
4-H information and program registration 

ew387@cornell.edu/x209/direct line: 518-318-1210 

 
 

 

 

4-H PROGRAM CONTENT 

1. Citizenship & Civic Education      Cultural education & community service,  

respecting the rights of  others 
 

2. Communication & Exp. Arts Public speaking, performing arts, arts &    

crafts, photography 

 

3. Family & Consumer Science Clothing, home environment, child care  

&  consumer education 

 
4. Environmental Education  Wildlife, habitats, outdoor  

 recreation & stewardship 

 

5. Healthy Lifestyles Education   Cooking & nutrition, fitness safety,  

  wellness 

 

6. Personal Dev. & Leadership Building self-esteem and  

        competence, team work, social 
    and leadership skills, managing 

    conflict, workplace skills 

 

7. Plants & Animals  Indoor and outdoor gardening,  
    care & training of pets and other  

    animals 

 

8. Science & Technology  Exploring plant, animal, marine, food, 
    chemical and physical sciences; wood

    working, rocketry, electricity 

As the youth component of the Cooperative Extension System, 4-H is  

supported by Federal, state and county taxes. Club expenses are  
determined by project and activity selection. Training in club organization 

and program content is provided by Cornell Cooperative Extension Staff. 

 
If you have special needs related to program  
participation, please contact the Extension  
Education Center in Hudson at 518-828-3346 x209. 
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Mushroom Log Inoculation Training for  
Educators 

 
Join us on Monday, April 6 at 4:00 pm at the Extension Educa-
tion Center Meeting Hall in Hudson.  Learn how to inoculate 
logs and grow mushrooms for a fun project with your stu-
dents or youth group!  Learn all about fungi in our forests and 
learn to grow mushrooms in your classroom.  Teachers and 
youth group leaders welcome.  More details to follow. Con-
tact Anna Harrod-McGrew at ash252@cornell.edu for regis-
tration and questions.  
 

Invasive Species Action Team 
 
Calling all teens age 12-18.  Do you care about your local envi-
ronment?  Do you want to build skills in communication, lead-
ership and promotion?  Do you want to learn more about in-
vasive species threatening our ecosystems?  We are looking 
for Columbia, Greene, and Ulster County youth to join our 
Invasive Species Action Team (ISAT) program. The goals of the 
ISAT program are to train teens to conduct education and out-
reach programs on Invasive Species.  Youth will learn about 
Invasive Species and be prepared to raise awareness of this 
issue at schools, local events and county fairs. All participants 
will receive a $250 stipend.  The first training will take place 
on February 29.  To sign up or for more information, contact 
Anna Harrod-McGrew, 4-H Natural Environment Educator, at 
(518-318-1180 or ash252@cornell.edu).  
 

 
Partial Scholarships Available for 4-H Camp 

Shankitunk 
 
Four 4-H members, age 8+, will be able to attend a week at 4-
H Camp Shankitunk’s overnight camp, located in Delhi, for 
half price this coming summer.  That is for $210 instead of 
$420! Once again, this is thanks to our local Tractor Supply, 
Inc’s. “4-H Paper Clover Campaign” this year.  Learn more 
about the camp at https://campshankitunk.org/.  Note that 
the camp fills VERY quickly so do register as soon as you can – 
for sure by April if you want to get your pick of week.  The 
camperships will go first to those who have not received a 
scholarship to attended camp in the past, but will be given to 
others as funds are available.   
 
Just let Linda Tripp know (518-318-1193/Lke2@cornell.edu) 
you are applying and she will put you on the top of the list.  
The only requirement is that the 4-H member send a thank 
you to Tractor Supply via Linda as well as provide two photos 
of them at camp. 

Ag Day – June 6 – Every 4-H Club on Display! 
 
All 4-H clubs should plan to have a table/booth at this event.  
It runs from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm on Saturday, June 6 at  
Columbia-Greene Community College.  It is a free event with 
a theme of agriculture – animals, plants and everything  
related.  We will be inviting families from our community to 
come and learn more about 4-H.  Ideas of what your 4-H 
club can bring to the event include your animal projects, 
demonstrations of project work such as plant propagation, 
wool spinning, healthy snack preparation, face painting, spin
-to-win project trivia game, corn pool for little kids, and 
more.  Tables and chairs will be provided.  Booth registration 
forms will be going out to 4-H club leaders this month.  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
4-H Public Presentation Events 

4-H club registration forms due February 28 
  

Date:  Friday, March 20 
Location:  Hudson Junior High School, Hudson 
4:00-9:00 pm—Public Presentation Event 
  
Date:  Saturday, March 28   
Location:  Cairo-Durham Middle School  
9:00 am- 12:00 pm—Public Presentation Event 
 

 
 
 

Don’t forget to visit our website at 
www.ccecolumbiagreene.org for information on our 

association.  Check out the “4-H and Youth  
Development” tab for all things 4-H.   

Upcoming/Register Soon  

4-H Public Speaking  

4-H Natural Environment 

mailto:ash252@cornell.edu
mailto:ash252@cornell.edu
mailto:518-318-1193/Lke2@cornell.edu
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Space is limited, so register now to secure your place. Take 
advantage of the early registration price of $30 if payment is 
received prior to March 6. After March 6, the fee is $35. 
Please note that registration is complete only upon receipt of 
payment.  The fee of $35 is all-inclusive for one, two or three 
sessions including the keynote speaker.  Your class and room 
assignment will be available for pick up between 8:30 - 9:00 
a.m. on the day of the event.  Registration fees are non-
refundable. 
 
To register, please go to ccecolumbiagreene.org/spring-
gardening-day-2020 and pay via PayPal or please contact 
Emily at 518-318-1210. The deadline for registration is March 
27.   

 
In case of inclement weather, please tune to WHUC Radio 
(1230 on your AM dial) or call Columbia--Greene Community 
College at 518-828-4181 that morning regarding possible can-
cellation.   

 
 
 
 

Dairy Bowl Competition 
 

4-H youth who have been practicing for Dairy Bowl competi-
tion will compete to form teams to represent Columbia-
Greene Counties at the District Dairy Bowl Competition on 
March 7 at Tamarac High School in Troy.  Beginner, Junior, 
and Senior contestants have been practicing diligently since 
the beginning of December.  The four highest individual scor-
ers in each level will represent the counties in the Capital  
Region District Competition.  Good luck everyone! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On February 12, Dairy Bowl teams practiced their dairy cattle 
judging skills with Alan Chittenden!  We will compete as a 
Dairy Bowl Team and enter the annual Hoard’s Dairyman 
Judging Competition in March. 

 

 

Maple Fest: Celebrating the Wonderful World 
of Maple Syrup  

 
Date:  Saturday, March 21 
Time:  10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Cost:  Free 
Location:  Agroforestry Resource Center, Acra 
For further information: Call Eileen at 518-622-9820 x100 
 
Join us at CCE’s Agroforestry Resource Center during the 
New York Maple weekend to learn about the wonderful 
world of Maple. Tour the sugar shack, tap trees, and learn 
all about backyard and large scale production.  There will be 
music, family-friendly games with prizes and more during 
our highly anticipated annual Maple Fest.  Come hungry! 
Taste test all sorts of maple syrups & products; learn about 
and try newly developed maple drinks and treats. We will 
be cranking out pancakes all day and have vendors with 
locally-sourced snacks. Exciting demonstrations and displays 
will be ongoing such as learning how to grow ginseng and a 
hands-on activity to create your very own shiitake log.  Or 
just come and hang out by the fire to enjoy the last days of 
winter. Don’t miss it!  
  

 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Annual Spring 

Gardening Day 
 

The Master Gardener Volunteers of Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Columbia and Greene Counties invite the pub-
lic to attend this year’s Spring Gardening Day event at Co-
lumbia-Greene Community College, Saturday, April 4, from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Eighteen, one-hour classes will be 
offered in three concurrent sessions, covering a wide range 
of gardening topics. 
 
Adam Wheeler is the keynote speaker for this year's Spring 
Gardening Day. Adam is the Horticulture Manager at Broken 
Arrow Nursery in Hamden, CT.  His presentation is entitled 
“Thinking Outside the Box: Using Excellent Plants In Creative 
Ways”. Adam enjoys cultivating his eclectic collection of ra-
re and unusual plants and growing competitive giant pump-
kins.  
 
The day includes three break-out sessions on a variety of 
gardening topics including: Creating a Cutting Garden; Con-
tainer Gardens; Designing Your Front Yard; Herb Gardening; 
Vegetable Gardening; Deer Proofing and more, presented 
by local experts and Master Gardeners. The Garden Market-
place features a variety of local gardening and related ven-
dors. Detailed information about the event is at 
http://ccecolumbiagreene.org/. 
 
 

4-H Agriculture 

Dairy Bowl Beginner and Junior group practice with 
coach Nate Chittenden 

http://ccecolumbiagreene.org/?fbclid=IwAR1kK1yxAQYFQN5bFSuVxBCfHwVEEoIYt0buniznBzD2ZmTC19Pbdt_crX0
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There will be a brief volunteer orientation on March 10 at 
6:30 pm at the Extension Education Center in Hudson and 
on March 12 at 6:30 pm at the Agroforestry Resource Cen-
ter in Acra.  For more information, email or call Meg McDer-
mott at mem566@cornell.edu or 518-318-1189.  

 
Tractor Safety Course 

 
The Capital Region 4-H Educator’s team will be hosting a 
Tractor Safety course Tuesday April 14 through Thursday 
April, 16 at the Washington County Fair Grounds. This course 
will be held from 9:00 am-3:00 pm most days. Transportation 
will be provided for youth in Columbia and Greene Counties.  
We will leave the Extension Education Center in Hudson at 
7:00 am and return by 5:00 pm.  This course is designed for 
youth 14-15 years of age but youth up to the age of 19 will 
also be accepted.  A mandatory registration meeting for par-
ents and youth will be held on Wednesday, March 11 at 6:00 
p.m. at the Extension Education Center in Hudson.  Youth 
and parents will be given all materials, expectations, and re-
quirement for the certificate program.   
 
The National Safe Tractor & Machinery Operation Program 
and ATV Safety Workshop educates participants about: risks 
of farm related activities, how to act safely in different farm 
work settings, identifying and correcting farm hazards to pre-
vent injuries and illnesses, and how to obtain safety infor-
mation about equipment that they may be operating.    
  
Youth 14 and 15 years old are required to have a Tractor and 
Machinery Operation Certificate when employed on farms 
and other agribusinesses that require operating equipment.  
Youth will receive a National Safe Tractor and Machinery Op-
eration Program (NSTMOP) certificate once they pass the 
written and tractor operation tests.  Youth younger than 14 
and working on the family farm or older than 15 are not re-
quired to take this course but are still welcome.  The fee is 
$40.00 for enrolled 4-H members and $45 for non-members.   
To register and pay online, go to https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/
Tractorsafe2020_210.  You may also mail or drop off a check 
or cash as well.  Please make checks payable to CCE and mail 
to CCE, 479 Rt 66, Hudson, NY 12534.  For more information 
please contact Meg McDermott at 518-318-1189 or at 
mem566@cornell.edu. 
 
 

Livestock Sale Participation Upcoming Dates 
 
YQCA Training (Youth for the Quality Care of Animals) will be 
held on March 19 at 6:00 pm at the Education Extension Cen-
ter in Hudson.  This meeting is mandatory for all 4-Hers who 
are participating in the Livestock Sale and the Not For Sale 
Market Animals classes at the Columbia County Fair. 

Scholarship Opportunities 
 

Trowbridge 4-H Livestock Scholarship  

The purpose of this scholarship is to honor the hard work 

and dedication of Phil and Annie Trowbridge in the livestock 

industry and their commitment to the 4-H livestock program. 

A complete application packet must be received by April 1. 

Scholarship selection is not based solely on academic stand-

ing; greater emphasis is placed on the interest and motiva-

tion of the student to excel in their chosen field of study. Re-

cipients are chosen by a selection committee.  

 

Eligibility: A current resident of Columbia County or Greene 

County. Youth must have participated in the 4-H Livestock 

Sale for a minimum of two years.  Enrolled in an accredited 

academic institution including public colleges, private colleg-

es, universities, community colleges, and trade schools.  

Excluded from applying: past Trowbridge 4-H Livestock 
Scholarship recipients.  For more information, email or call 
Meg McDermott at mem566@cornell.edu or 518-318-1189.  
 

2020 NYS Guernsey Calf Scholarship 

The Calf Scholarship Award Program is sponsored by the 
New York State Guernsey Breeders Association for the pur-
pose of encouraging those who do not presently own Guern-
seys to become involved with the Guernsey Breed.   A pure-
bred Guernsey Calf will be awarded to the applicant who 
shows interest in the Guernsey breed and who has demon-
strated the capabilities of developing the animal to its fullest 
potential. Applicant must be age 9-15 as of January 1st of ap-
plication year.  You do not have to belong to 4-H, FFA, or a 
breed club to participate.  The award will be presented to 
the winner at the New York State Guernsey Breeders’ Annual 
Meeting in April.  For more information, email or call Meg 
McDermott at mem566@cornell.edu or 518-318-1189.  

 
 

Ag Literacy Week March 16-20, 2020 
 
Ag Literacy is part of a larger the national Agriculture Aware-
ness Week.  All across the state of New York, volunteers will 
read, “Right This Very Minute”, a book to elementary school 
classes detailing the relationship between farms, farmers, 
and food.  We are looking for volunteers who would like to 
join CCE Columbia-Greene 
and be part of Ag Literacy 
Week in our counties!  Our 
goal is to have a reader in 
all second grade classrooms 
in Columbia and Greene 
Counties.   
 
 

mailto:mem566@cornell.edu
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/Tractorsafe2020_210
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/Tractorsafe2020_210
mailto:mem566@cornell.edu
mailto:mem566@cornell.edu
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 Safe Sitter Program for Adolescents  
  
Who:  For youth ages 11-14  
Date:  Friday, April 17 
Time:  8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
Location:  Extension Education Center, Hudson  
Cost:  $60.00 Prepayment required 
Registration Deadline:  Friday, April 10 
To register:  Register online and pay by credit card at ccecolum-
biagreene.org/safe-sitter or send a check payable to CCE (or 
drop off cash) to the Extension Education Center, 479 Rt. 66, 
Hudson, NY 12534.   Include the name, address, phone number 
and age of the participant.   
  
The Safe Sitter Program gives adolescents the skills to provide 
safe, nurturing care for children and to respond appropriately to 
medical emergencies.  It also teaches introductory employment 
skills and important life skills.  
  
Topics that are covered include Babysitting as a Business, Suc-
cess on the Job, Child Care Essentials, Safety for the Sitter, Injury 
Management, Preventing Problem Behavior, Care of Choking 
Infant and Care of Choking Child.   Participants will also have 
hands-on mannequin practice of rescue skills and participate in 
small group interactive learning, role-playing and games to en-
hance the discussion topics. 
  
Those wishing to participate should register early as there are 
limited spots.  When the fee is received, a registration form and 
student contract will be sent to the participant to complete and 
bring to the session.  The fee is all inclusive but the participants 
should bring a bag lunch and snacks.    
  
Contact Emily at 518-318-1210 or ew387@cornell.edu with 
questions. 
 
 
 

 4-H Fashion Revue on the Way 
  
4-H Fashion Revue is set for Saturday, April 4 from 9:30 to 11:30 
am at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Valatie.  This event is open 
to all 4-H members who want to construct a garment.  It can be 
sewn, knitted, crocheted, or felted.  During the 4-H Fashion Re-
vue event, the 4-H member is first evaluated while wearing the 
garment and then is able to participate in the Runway Show – 
where all garments are modeled for the audience.  
  

4-H members from surrounding counties are invited to 
participate in this regional event.  That makes it even 
more fun!  From this event, teens may be selected to par-
ticipate in the New York State Fair 4-H fashion event.  
Start planning now to construct your garment.  Registra-
tion information has been sent to 4-H club leaders who 
have members who have chosen clothing and textiles as 
one of their projects for this year.  
  
Deadline for registration forms to be received is March 
16. Individual confirmation letters will be sent to partici-
pants March 23.  Contact Linda at 518-318-1193 or 
Lke2@cornell.edu with your questions. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Funds Available to All 4-H Clubs 
  
Fundraising moneys are used for this great opportunity.  
Up to five $50 grants will be given to 4-H clubs planning 
to complete a community service project in the 2019-
2020 4-H club year (starts October 1).  Clubs awarded 
this grant are expected to provide a report of the project 
at its conclusion for the Youth Connection and local news-
papers. They will also need to create a display for a com-
munity event such as their local fair.  The application is 
available at http://ccecolumbiagreene.org/resources/4-h-
club-community-service-project-mini-grant-application 
or contact Emily at 518-318-1210 or ew387@cornell.edu. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4-H Community Service  

4-H Family and Consumer  

Science  

http://ccecolumbiagreene.org/safe-sitter
http://ccecolumbiagreene.org/safe-sitter
mailto:Lke2@cornell.edu
mailto:ew387@cornell.edu
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STARR (State Teen Action Rep Retreat) Trip 
  
Dates: April 24-26 
Location:  Youth Building, New York State Fairgrounds 
Cost:  Approximately $55 (½ of the total cost as the remain-
der is covered by 4-H fundraising) 
Who: Any 4-H teen interested in gaining leadership skills, 
meeting teens from across NY, and having fun! 
Registration Deadline: March 4 
  
STARR encompasses the best of team building activities, 
youth community action and youth-adult partnerships in one 
fun-filled, fast-paced weekend.  
  
Time is spent in roundtable discussion groups, hands-on 
workshops, and community service.  A highlight is the Satur-
day night dinner dance with keynote speaker where the 
teens dress in semi-formal.  Otherwise, the weekend is casual 
4-H appropriate clothing. 
  
Workshops have included shooting sports, bread making, 
outdoor games, photography, feather art and more.  When 
registration materials are sent to teens, workshop descrip-
tions will be included and individual choices can be made. 
Already we have two teens ready to attend who are partici-
pating in the Cornell CareerEX Focus Assistant track as well as 
our own STARR Planning Team members.  So, come on and 
join Vidar Pirrone and his adult mentor, Cathi Annese, for this 
great trip. 
  
We will need at least one more adult chaperone – to assist in 
driving the van and support the teens during the weekend.  
All costs are paid by 4-H fundraising but you will need time to 
complete the CCE Volunteer Application process including 
background and DMV checks, if you have not already done 
so. 
  
Please let Linda know you may be interested so she can send 
the STARR information and registration packet as soon as she 
receives it.  Contact Linda at 518-318-1193 or 
lke2@cornell.edu.     
  
 

County Fairs Scholarship Program 
 
Ten $1,000 college scholarships will be presented statewide 
by the NYS Association of County Fairs. They are awarded to 
current NYS high school seniors or to students presently en-
rolled in college. To qualify students must have been active 
at the county fair in any capacity. Local applications must be 
submitted to the Columbia County Fair by April 2, 2020 to be 

Adopt a Platoon Community Service  
Opportunity – Clubs Needed 

  
We are on the list for a late winter deployment of more sol-
diers from the 10th Mountain Division 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team from Fort Drumm.  Linda has signed up Columbia and 
Greene 4-H to sponsor a platoon and is waiting to hear from 
their contact concerning the number of soldiers and what 
they would like.  Let Linda know if you are interested in tak-
ing a month to put together a package and send it to the 
troops.  She has the boxes – you will need to gather the 
items and send them (there is a flat rate per box of around 
$20 to mail). 
  
The platoon was targeted because it is the organizational 
level where you find the majority of our soldiers.  It is also 
the “point of the bayonet,” where things get done by the 
youngest men and women in America’s All Volunteer Army. 
The thought was that if the community could somehow show 
their appreciation and pride to these soldiers, the soldiers 
would feel better about what they were doing and be less 
concerned about being away from their friends and/or family 
members.   
  
A platoon has anywhere from 5 to 30 soldiers.  Please talk 
this over with your 4-H club members and let Linda know if 
you would like to help at 518-318-1193 or lke2@cornell.edu.  
As soon as she hears from the platoon leader, she will be in 
touch with you to get the ball rolling.  You can start taking a 
month, starting with June. 
 
 

Cash for K-9s 
 
Help the Bananas 4-H Club raise funds to support the Greene 
County Sheriff’s Department K-9 unit.  The canine units are 
funded by donations from the citizens of the communities 
they serve.  Donations are used for animal care, equipment, 
training and supplies.  4-H Clubs are needed to raise and col-
lect donations in April and May 2020.  4-H Club Leaders 
should deliver their club’s donation to Linda by May 30.  The 
4-H Club that raises the most funds will win $50 for their club 
treasury.  This is a great community service project with all 
funds staying right in our community!  Questions?  Contact 
Linda at 518-318-1193 or lke2@cornell.edu.     
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4-H Teen News 
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considered. Applications are available at Columbia County 
school guidance offices, the fair office in Chatham and on the 
organization’s website. All applications must be completed and 
printed from the state website at www.nyfairs.org.  Applicants 
can call the Columbia County Fair office for further information 
and to submit their application – 518-392-2121. 
 
In addition, the Columbia County Fair will again award two 
$1,000 additional scholarships to students residing in Columbia 
County. The information for these scholarships is available on 
the fair website – www.columbiafair.com – or call the fair 
office at 518-392-2121 for information. These scholarship ap-
plications must be submitted on or before August 3. 
 

 
 4-H College Scholarship Available to 

All 4-H Members  
  
Funds raised through the News Election Service in Columbia 
and Greene Counties on election night 2019 will provide up to 
four $250 scholarships for college-bound 4-H members. High 
school seniors—please complete the application!  We do not 
ask for a lot of information but please be complete and neat in 
what you share.  The scholarship is available to any current 
Columbia and Greene 4-H member who will be attending col-
lege this fall.  The scholarship may be received once.  To apply, 
complete the application which can be requested from the 
Extension Education Center in Hudson at 518-318-1210 or at 
http://ccecolumbiagreene.org/4-h-and-youth-development/4-
h-clubs/4-h-activities-and-forms.  The deadline is April 1. 
 

 
Paul and Maria Morra Scholarship Trust –  

College Scholarship 
  
The purpose of this scholarship trust is to honor the lives of 
Paul and Maria Morra (trust benefactors) and their commit-
ment to preserving the natural resources of our region.   The 
completed application packet must be received by April 1.   
  
Scholarship selection is not based solely on academic standing 
but greater emphasis is placed on the interest and motivation 
of the student to excel in their chosen field of study.  Recipi-
ents are chosen by a selection committee whose recommen-
dations are approved by the CCE Board of Directors.  Their de-
cision is final. 
  
The number of scholarships awarded is based on available 
funds with the average scholarship amount being $1,000. We 
expect to be able to provide as many as five scholarships this 
year. The scholarship check will be sent directly to the aca-
demic institution upon receipt of a copy of the students’ tui-
tion bill and college mailing address.  
 

Eligibility:  
 Current resident of Columbia County or Greene County  
 Enrolled in an accredited academic institution including 

public and private colleges or universities, community 
colleges and trade schools  

 Will pursue further academic work beyond high school 
in the field of horticulture, agriculture, forestry or natu-
ral resources  

  
Excluded from applying are: past Morra Scholarship recipi-
ents; current Cornell Cooperative Extension of Columbia 
and Greene Counties’ Board members and staff, as well as 
their immediate family (significant others and children).  
  
Application Packet must include: 

Cover sheet (your own Word document) 
One 500 word essay (your own Word document) 
Two letters of recommendation (reference providers 
complete attached form and send directly to CCE) 
Most recent high school or college transcript  

  
Include a photo suitable to use for a promotional press re-
lease (needed upon notification of award).  To receive an 
application packet, contact Emily at 518-318-1210 or 
ew387@cornell.edu OR go to 
http://ccecolumbiagreene.org/4-h-and-youth-
development/4-h-clubs/4-h-activities-and-forms.  
 

 

4-H Capital Days – Free to Four Teens 
 
Four teens, age 14+, will have a free trip to 4-H Capital 
Days, May 17-19, thanks to funds raised at our two local 
Tractor Supply, Inc. stores in 2019.  Tractor Supply, Inc. runs 
the “4-H Paper Clover Campaign” each spring and fall.  Be-
cause of their outstanding efforts this year, Columbia & 
Greene 4-H is receiving $1,811.90 to be used for camp and 
leadership activities.  Teens, please complete the 4-H Spon-
sored Trip Interest Form and return asap so we know who 
might be interested in attending.  The form can be found on 
our website at www.ccecolumbiagreene.org or contact Emi-
ly at 518-318-1210 or ew387@cornell.edu.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nyfairs.org
http://www.columbiafair.com
https://ccecolumbiagreene.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9f5388f7ff79caf21a56c916f&id=ba4ba68105&e=4f1a8fd9f8
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj3wLKYu4bnAhUwhOAKHfdPANoQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alaska4h.org%2Fbethel.html&psig=AOvVaw2COwRLfIlz7-hl8We6VxDu&ust=1579207115802698


9 

 

4-H Paper Clover Campaign – Clubs Can Help 
Raise $ for 4-H 

  
March brings to 4-H the spring 2020 4-H Paper Clover Cam-
paign in partnership with Tractor Supply Company.  This event 
marks the tenth year of collaboration between National 4-H 
Council and Tractor Supply Company on the national in-store 
fundraiser, benefiting state and local 4-H programming in 
each of the communities where a store is located. In the most 
recent campaign, we raised more than $1 million nationwide. 
90% of funds raised go back to state and local 4‑H programs 
to support scholarships for camp and leadership activities. 
  
This spring’s campaign runs from Wednesday, April 29 
through Sunday, May 10.  Shoppers at both the Hudson Trac-
tor Supply Company store and Greenville Tractor Supply Com-
pany store, our local stores, will have the opportunity to sup-
port 4-H in Columbia and Greene Counties by choosing to pur-
chase paper clovers for a $1 or more donation at checkout.   
  
Locally, we have been able to use the funds to support 4-H 
members and volunteers participating in the statewide 4-H 
Capital Days trip and 4-H Camp Shankitunk, a sleep-away 
camp in Delhi. 
  
We are fortunate to have two outstanding store managers 
who do all they can to support our local 4-H program. Let’s 
show them we care, as well! Linda will be putting up a 4-H 
promotional display in each store that will be there for the 
duration of the campaign. But, we also need you! 
  
WE NEED YOUR HELP – we would like to have 4-H clubs in-
volved! 
 Run hot dog sales at the front door to the store.  This will 

put 4-H front and center – and encourage shoppers to 
donate.  This would be a great fundraiser for your 4-H 
club – you can expect to raise $200 in just three hours.  
The store supplies hot dogs, condiments, napkins and the 
grill.   You supply the buns, beverages, and bake sale.  It 
works best from 11:00 am—2:00 pm. 

 Set up a 4-H Info Table in or outside the store.  Bring ex-
amples of work you have done in 4-H – like your fair ex-
hibits and project animals. 

 Set up a 4-H Info Table in or outside the store and sell 4-H 
animal science project shirts. 

 Host a 4-H club demo table in or outside the store.  This is 
called a “working demonstration.”  All you need is a post-
er describing what you are doing – and then conduct the 
demonstration.  People will stop by to see what you are 
doing and ask questions.  This could be spinning or cre-
ating art or leather work or making corsages—anything 
you know how to do that would be fun to show others. 

  

Working with Cloverbuds in 4-H  
  

Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30 pm 
Extension Education Center, Hudson  
Cost:  None  
Registration Deadline:  Friday, March 6  
To register:  Contact Emily Warrington at 518-318-1210 or 
ew387@cornell.edu   
Who:  4-H Leaders and Parents  
  
We will cover the following topics that will help you have 
success with our five to seven-year-old 4-H members.  Eve-
ry participant will leave with a packet of cloverbud project 
curriculum – ready to use!  
 
 How cloverbuds are different from 4-H members  
 Educational resources from Cornell Cooperative Exten-

sion  
 Risk management  

 
 
 

4-H Club Essentials for Parents and  
4-H Volunteer Leaders – Youth Leadership 

and Travel Opportunities 
  
Wednesday, March 18 
Agroforestry Resource Center, Acra at 9:30 am 
                                      or 
Extension Education Center, Hudson at 6:30 pm 
Cost:  None 
Registration Deadline:  Friday, March 13 
To register:  Contact Emily at 518-318-1210 or 
ew387@cornell.edu   
Who:  4-H Leaders and Parents 
  
We will spend our time discussing the following topics –  
 Leadership opportunities for 4-H members in their 4-H 

club, in the county and in the state 
 4-H-Sponsored Trips – what are they and how can  

4-H’ers participate – starting at age 10 
 International travel experiences through 4-H 
 How adults can get involved in 4-H travel 

  
 

 

4-H Club News  

Visit www.ccecolumbiagreene.org to learn about  

upcoming programs and events, sign up for our mailing list,  

and download forms.     

mailto:ew387@cornell.edu
mailto:ew387@cornell.edu
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Please contact the store managers to schedule a date. Tom 
Newton is at the Hudson store - 518-828-5710 or 
str0755@tractorsupply.com and Christine Ekblom at the 
Greenville store – 518-966-5559 or 
str2315@tractorsupply.com .  The best days are Saturdays 
from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm but they will welcome you any 
time.  Contact Linda Tripp at 518-318-1193 or 
lke3@cornell.edu to get supplies like an easel, brochures, ta-
ble, 4-H banner, etc. 
 

  

Promote 4-H at The Chancellor’s Sheep & Wool 
Showcase 

  
4-H has been invited to have a booth at The Chancellor’s 
Sheep & Wool Showcase held at Clermont State Historic Site 
on Saturday, April 18 from 11:00 am – 4:00 pm.    
  
This is a wonderful opportunity for 4-H members to promote 
4-H and share their knowledge of their project sheep and/or 
rabbits.  Available from the CCE office is our 4-H PR Kit that 
includes a pop-up tent, folding table, table cover and fliers 
promoting 4-H.  
  
The Chancellor’s Sheep & Wool Showcase is a family festival 
that celebrates historic fiber arts, culture, and craft.  It hosts a 
shopping concourse featuring over 30 skilled artisans and lo-
cal craftspeople.   
  
As the first of the wool festival season, it is the place to get 
over cabin fever with brilliantly-colored yarns, roving, and 
hand-woven scarves.  Craft guilds will demonstrate spinning, 
weaving, and wool hooking throughout the day.  Herding and 
sheep shearing—using three different historic techniques!—
form the centerpiece of the action.  Find crafts for kids, 18th 
century reenactors, and live traditional music all in one beau-
tiful location! 
  
4-H clubs and 4-H members interested in this opportunity 
should contact Linda at 518-828-318-1193 or 
Lke2@cornell.edu before March 27 so she can coordinate  
participation. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hudson Flag Day Parade Looking for 
Floats/Marchers 

 
Applications are due by May 15 for those who want to par-
ticipate in the Hudson Flag Day Parade.  It is scheduled for 
Saturday, June 13 (rain or shine) – stepping off at 4:00 
pm. Line-up is at 2:30. The application and more information 
can be found at http://hudsonflagdayparade.org/ . 
 
 

 Plan Now to Apply for Outstanding 4-H  
Project Awards 

  
Now is a good time for 4-H members to start planning to 
apply for the Outstanding 4-H Project Award.  4-H members 
need to complete several steps to be eligible for this award: 
  
1. Complete two or three (depending on age) activities as 

listed on the application that are related to the  
project area. These are to be in addition to the usual 
project learning done at the club level. 

2. Complete a project record for the project area. 
3. Update the green 4-H Activity Book to include all  

activities related to the project area. 
4. Complete the application for the award and return it, 

along with the project record and green book to the CCE 
office by October 1. 

  
The Outstanding 4-H Project Work Award Worksheet, found 
at the end of this newsletter, can be used to keep track of 
support activities completed that relate to the selected pro-
ject category(ies).  
  
Contact Linda Tripp at 518-318-1193 or Lke2@cornell.edu 
for more information or to schedule a visit to your 4-H club 
where she can review all of this and provide suggestions to 
your 4-H club members so they will be sure to have a com-
plete application when October 1 rolls around. 
 
 

Print-Making Kit Available for Loan 
  
Print-making was so much fun last year when 4-H members 
were preparing for the 4-H Print Exhibit commemorating 90 
years of 4-H.  We continue to have the kit available for 4-H 
clubs to borrow for free.  The materials are replenished us-
ing our 4-H fundraising funds.  Included in the kit are basic 
instructions, design blocks, ink, rollers, and more.  
 
This is appropriate for all age 4-H member.  Cloverbud mem-
bers will use a foam sheet to inscribe their print design while 
4-H members 12+ can take more time and use the rubber 
blocks and cutting tools to create their design.  

mailto:str0755@tractorsupply.com
mailto:str2315@tractorsupply.com
mailto:Lke2@cornell.edu
http://hudsonflagdayparade.org/
mailto:Lke2@cornell.edu
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Plan Ahead for Use of Facilities 
  

This is an important reminder to 4-H club leaders.  It is  
becoming common practice that venues, such as schools 
and churches, require a Certificate of Insurance from our 
CCE insurance carrier for 4-H clubs (and anyone else) to use 
their facilities.  Please keep in mind the following: 
  
 No one, other than our CCE Executive Director, can sign 

any agreement, including something that seems as 
mundane as wanting to use a meeting room or the 
school swimming pool.  All forms must be sent to Linda 
Tripp, who will pursue the signature. 

  
 Requests for a Certificate of Insurance must be to Linda 

Tripp at least one month or longer before your use of 
the facility. Often CCE’s insurance carrier needs to cor-
respond with the facility so they can agree on language. 

 
 
 

4-H members should come to your meeting with a simple pic-
ture they can trace onto their block – either hand drawn or 
taken from another source. For those 8-12 years old, the pic-
ture should fit an 8x5½ inch space.  For those 12+, it should fit 
a 5½x4 inch space.  
 
The resulting prints can be appropriately mounted/framed for 
exhibit at the county fair.  Contact Linda Tripp at 518-318-
1193 for more information and to sign out the kit. 

 

Prepare a Photo for the Fair Workshop 
 
Who:  4-H members ages 12+ 
Dates:  Tuesdays—March 31, April 21, April 28  
Time:  6:00-7:00 PM  
Location:  Extension Education Center, Hudson  
Registration Deadline:  Tuesday, March 17  
Cost:  None but spaces are limited so please register 
To register:  Online at 
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/FairPhotoPrep_210  or contact 
Emily at 518-318-1210 or ew387@cornell.edu 
 
Pierre Gontier, recent evaluator of 4-H photography at the 
Columbia County Fair, will lead participants through the steps 
of creating a great photo display for the fair.  At the first ses-
sion you will consider lighting and perspective as you review 
and critique photos taken by others.  You will be given time to 
take some photos before the second session.  At that time 
you will review the photos taken by participants and help 
each other decide how to improve.  At the final session, eve-
ryone will bring a photo or two to mat and prepare for the fair 
exhibit.  Contact Linda Tripp at 518-318-1193 or 
Lke2@cornell.edu for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          4-H Club Membership Policy 
 

 Any young person who meets the age eligibility 
requirements is eligible to enroll as a 4-H member.  
Any person in a legally-protected class, including 
but not limited to, race, color, religion, gender, 
national origin, ancestry, marital status, familiar 
status, sexual orientation, or  disability, may enroll 
as a 4-H member.   

  
 The New York State 4-H Club year runs from  

October 1 to September 30. 
  
 Youth who are five years of age, on or before  

January 1 of the current club year, may enroll as a 
4-H Cloverbud member. 

  
 Youth who are eight years of age, on or before  

January 1 of the current club year, may enroll as a  
4-H member. 

  
 Youth who turn nineteen years of age, on or  

before January 1 of the current club year, may not 
enroll as a 4-H member.    

  
 Persons with an intellectual disability may  

participate fully in 4-H programs as long as their 
developmental age is determined to fall between 
five and nineteen years of age. 

  

https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/FairPhotoPrep_210
mailto:ew387@cornell.edu
mailto:Lke2@cornell.edu
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Greene Earth 4-H Club 

Kasey Purdy  

Honor Secretaries 
  

NOTE: Every club should be represented here!  If your club 
is a “no show”, ask your club secretary to email or mail a 

short report to the CCE office EVERY MONTH!   
 

We need to receive your report by the first of each 
month.  Please email to Emily at ew387@cornell.edu. 

  

Butterfly Kids 4-H Club 

Donna Rich 

Today we had the lovely Anna teach us about public  
presentations.  I think the Butterfly Kids will be resoundingly 
represented! 

February—Last week our club had fun bowling at the 4-H bowl-
ing party.  This week we had a guest speaker come in and talk 
about public presentations. Then we picked out our public 
presentations topics. Then after that finished up our felting/fiber 
unit. We ended on felting golf balls with Icelandic wool fixed 
with all sorts of fibers. They turned out very nice!   

Greene Earth 4-H Club cont… 
 
January—Kasey demonstrates uses a yarn swift and wool 
winder to our 4-H club at our last meeting.   We also 
practiced carding using a drum carder. 

On 12/23/19 the 
Greene Earth Club 
went to the Humane 
Society.  We donated 
cat food, cat toys and 
dog treats the club 
made.  They were 
very appreciative.  

We had a club meeting on 12/19/19 to make dog biscuits 
to donate to the Humane Society.  We made the dough at 
the meeting and finished baking them at home. 
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Thomas Newton 

Store Manager 

 

salemfarmsupply.com 

5109 State Route 22 

Salem, NY 12865 

Local: 518-854-7424 

Toll Free: 800-999-3276 

841 Route 9H 

Claverack, NY 12513 

Local: 518-828-1781 

Toll Free: 800-352-3621 



16 

 
Extension Education Center 
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Change Service Requested 

March 10—Working with Cloverbuds in 4-H,  

Extension Education Center, Hudson 

 

March 16-20—Ag Literacy Week 

 

March 18—4-H Club Essentials for Parents and  

Leaders, Agroforestry Resource Center, Hudson and 

Agroforestry Resource Center, Acra  

 

March 19—Youth for the Quality Care of Animals 

Training, Extension Education Center, Hudson  

 
March 20—Public Presentation Day, Hudson Junior High 

School 

 

March 21—Maple Fest—Agroforestry Resource Center, Acra  

 

March 28—Public Presentation Day, Cairo-Durham Middle 

School 

 

March 28-April 2—2020 National 4-H Conference, Chevy 

Chase, MD 

 

March 31, April 21, April 28—Prepare a Photo for the Fair 

Workshop, Extension Education Center, Hudson  

 

April 4—Fashion Revue, St. John Baptist Church, Valatie  

 

April 4—Spring Gardening Day, Columbia-Greene  

Community College, Hudson  

 

April 6—Mushroom Log Inoculation Training for  

Educators, Extension Education Center, Hudson  

 

April 14-16—Tractor Safety Course, Washington County 

Fairgrounds 

 

April 17—Safe Sitter for Adolescents, Extension Education 

Center, Hudson 

 

April 18—The Chancellor’s Sheep & Wool Showcase,  

Clermont State Historic Site 

 

April 24-26—STARR trip, NYS Fairgrounds,  

Syracuse 

 

May 17-19—4-H Capital Days, Albany 

 

June 6—Ag Day, Columbia-Greene Community College, 

Hudson  

 

 

CALENDAR 


