
Join Yates County 4-H and celebrate Earth Day by taking part in our Earth Day                    

Challenge!  This contest is open to any Yates County 4-H member, as well as 

any Yates County youth 5-18 years old.       

The Challenge—Create a useful product using recycled materials and/or items you 

would typically throw away.   

How to Get Started—Look through your recycling bin and pay attention to items you 

are throwing away.  How could you repurpose these items into something new?  Once 

you have an idea, gather your supplies, develop a plan, and get busy with your design.  

Keep in mind, you may have some trial and error to get your project to turn out the way 

you envision.  That’s okay and all part of the design process! 

How to Enter—Take a picture of your design and provide an explanation of it, as well 

as answers to the questions located on page 2 of this Project Spotlight.  E-mail your 

pictures and responses to jja26@cornell.edu by April 24th.     

https://www.facebook.com/YatesCounty4H/?eid=ARD4zGEEtcud5wt_TkEdssKBWRGu0tHUf1oH1Gq5tp5TyLrn7i-sy7luk_c1PVHAuherOzTSYSswHnAM


 

Did You Know? 

Items typically thrown away can end up 

in a landfill or make their way into our 

oceans!  Even worse, it can take a VERY 

long time for common items to 

decompose or break down.  

 Waxed Milk Carton—3 months 

 Plastic Bag—20 years 

 Styrofoam Cup—50 years 

 Aluminum Can—200 years 

 Plastic Bottle—450 years 

Even when these items break down, 

they aren’t really gone.   They’ve turned 

into tiny particles that can be eaten by 

animals, fish, and other organisms.      

https://ourworldindata.org/faq-on-plastics#how-long-does-

it-take-plastics-to-break-down  

https://ocean.si.edu/conservation/pollution/marine-plastics 

 

 

 

 

Eligibility—Open to all enrolled Yates County 4-H Members 

as well as any Yates County youth 5-18 years old. 

Entry Information—Each youth may enter up to two 

designs.  Each entry shall consist of: 

 A photo of the design and answers to the following 

questions: 

 1.  Provide an explanation of the design and why you 

 chose it.  

 2. Explain the steps you took to create your design. 

 3.  Why did you choose the materials you did? 

 4.  What did you learn from creating this item? 

 5.  Please include your name, age, e-mail or phone 

 number, and the name of your design.   

 E-mail your photo (be sure it captures your design to the 

best of your ability) and responses to the above 

questions to jja26@cornell.edu by April 24th, 2020.   

Judging and Evaluation—Entries will be split into age 

categories based on the ages of participating youth and the 

number of entries received.  Entries will be evaluated on: 

 1.  Design idea and usefulness 

 2.  Originality    

 3.  Craftsmanship 

 4.  Responses to questions  

Awards will be presented to top designs in each age 

category!  

Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal programs and employment opportunities. 
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