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ecological and social vitality. We bring local 

experience and research-based solutions to-

gether, helping families and  communities 
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Greetings Friends and Supporters of Cooperative Extension: 

 

  The past year has seen tremendous trials for our Agricultural Community: a year ago 

we were recovering from Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee. This past Spring we had an 

early bloom that a late frost all but destroyed. Throughout our Nation we have experienced a 

disastrous drought that burned, stunted and stressed our agricultural crops and livestock. The 

foresight and continued perceptive intervention of our elected officials, our County Executive in 

partnership with our County Legislature, has maintained the educational institution of your 

Cornell Cooperative Extension. What began over a hundred years ago as a method of ensuring 

the livelihood and continuous healthy supply of food through Agricultural Education continues 

today with the right information at the right time to sustain and grow our local and regional 

food supplies. 

  Your Cooperative Extension in Rensselaer County continues to provide the entire 

cycle of educational support to your vital agricultural community. Agriculture is still New York 

State’s largest industry and continues to supply us with healthy local food and provides over 

$35 million dollars to Rensselaer County’s vitality. Our Horticulture industry adds over $23 

million in commercial sales through our commercial, institutional and household gardens, 

lawns, and plants. Our Family and Consumer Science program continues to educate our citizens 

on the importance of Healthy Local Food choices and positive Parenting skills. No long term 

look at our agriculture or horticultural future can begin without focusing on our Youth. Cornell 

Cooperative Extension 4-H Youth Development programs reach over 4,000 Rensselaer County 

Youth encouraging and developing positive foundations in citizenship with a respectful under-

standing of our agricultural heritage and future. Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer is 

honored to be part of Rensselaer County’s growth and development and will continue to pro-

vide the right information and assistance to grow and sustain our community throughout the 

coming years.  

 

Sincerely,    David Hawley, Executive Director  

Public Funding Partners 
 

County of Rensselaer - Honorable Martin Reid, County Legislature Chairman;  

Honorable Kathleen M. Jimino, County Executive 

 

Cornell University - Dr. Helene Dillard, Director, Cornell University 

Cooperative Extension 
 

National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) - Dr. Rajiv Shah,  

Under Secretary for Research, Education, and Economics, USDA 

 

          4-H Youth Development  
 

 The Annual National 4-H Sci-

ence Day has a growing interest in 

Rensselaer County.  In October 2011, 

our youth joined millions around the 

nation to conduct the Wired for Wind 

Experiment.  Through this program 

youth designed a wind turbine proto-

type, experimented, changed variables 

and redesigned their turbine to achieve desired results.  They explored the pros 

and cons of alternative wind energy and discovered the impacts on communi-

ties across the country and the world.   Rensselaer County will continue to 

implement county wide STEM programs to increase hands-on-inquiry-

based learning opportunities for our 4-H members.  In 2012 youth will 

take the  “Eco-Bot Challenge,”  designing robots that clean up a simulated 

environmental spill.  
 

 Youth and adults “Learn By Doing” 

in 4-H.  Workshops are offered to teach lead-

ers new skills, and to provide adults with op-

portunities to meet and share ideas.  Leader 

training focuses on an experiential model – 

Do, Share, Process, Generalize, and Apply.  
Once 4-H members “do” their projects, adults 

volunteers guide them through the process; 

inviting them to “share” their experiences, helping them to “process” or under-

stand what they have learned, showing them how to “generalize” by taking a 

broad look at what they have learned, and finally helping them to “apply” 

what they have learned by making connections to real life situations. 
 

 Career Exploration is a focus of award trips and many annual program 

offerings.  4-H not only “Connects Kids to Cornell,” but also connects kids to 

careers. Over 120 youth participated in programs that introduced career oppor-

tunities in the areas of Science, Technology, Engineering , Mathematics, 

including Agribusiness, Veterinary Science 

and Agricultural Mechanization to name a 

few.  Through these experiences youth often 

get a hands-on experience with careers and 

become familiar with the educational require-

ments of respective career paths.  This aids 

youth in forming an idea of their future goals 

for post high school. 

 



Family and Consumer Sciences 
 

 Cornell Cooperative Extension pro-

vides Nutrition education programs to low-

income residents of Rensselaer County.  

During this past year: 86% of participants 

made improvements in nutrition practices; 

85% improved their food resource practic-

es; 75% improved their food safety practic-

es; and 50% increased their daily levels of 

physical activity.  Part of our program in-

volves community outreach.  Every year, 

nutrition program educators provide cooking demonstrations at the Schaghti-

coke Fair.  Over 500 attendees sample our  delicious, healthy recipes and 

many say that they will make the recipes at home for their families.   

 

 Our Nutrition Educators attended 4 

grocery stores in Rensselaer County and 

provided a lesson on incorporating more 

fruits and vegetables in their meals.  Partici-

pants sampled delicious recipes and they 

also received a cutting board to cut up their 

produce in the future.  Over 200 people in-

teracted with our Nutrition staff members.   

 Childhood Lead Poisoning is a serious health concern, throughout 

New York and Rensselaer County, in homes painted before 1979. Through a 

collaborative contract with Rensselaer County Department of Health our edu-

cators are continually providing education on how to properly and safely re-

pair and mitigate dangerous lead contamina-

tions.  The photo denotes some of the lead haz-

ards that our educators see when they go out to 

resident’s homes and provide inspections and 

education. We are continually providing out-

reach to the community via health fairs and 

community fairs in order to reach out to resi-

dents in the county and inform them about the 

need to prevent childhood lead poisoning. 

Visit our website www.ccerensselaer.org 
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Agriculture 
 

 Improving knowledge of our local farming community and building 

sustainable businesses, our Agriculture Educators work in collaboration with 

Cornell University staff and other local agencies to provide farmers with a 

wide range of programs.  Subjects, include farm business management, dairy, 

agronomy, livestock production and maintaining profitability now and for fu-

ture generations.  Continuing programs include improving pasture efficiencies, 

controlling pests through “Integrated Pest Management,” controlling weeds, 

harvesting field crops, assisting with soil sampling, and helping new farms 

deciding what to produce and 

developing business plans to do 

so.  Connecting the expert infor-

mation available from Cornell 

University to the community is 

our principle priority.   

 

        This year’s Schaghticoke 

Fair display for 2012 was fo-

cused on local farms and their 

products.  A list was compiled 

and a map was completed to 

illustrate what products were available to consumers and where they could be 

purchased.  This provided a graphic example to Fair Participants of the diverse 

products ranging from organic beef to cheese available in Rensselaer County. 

    

 Highlighting “Hands-On Education”, a popular program includes a 

“Pasture Walk” held in cooperation with Cornell’s Pro Dairy program.  With 

an expanding trend in pasturing animals to provide an inexpensive feed, there 

is a growing need for education.  The event drew a diverse crowd with about 

45 attendees.  Faculty from 

Cornell University and Pro 

Dairy participated as guest 

speakers, and a local dairy pro-

vided the pastures to illustrate 

key points.  These and other 

programs continue to assist 

both established and beginning 

farmers with their farm busi-

ness planning and management 

strategies.   
 

Visit our website www.ccerensselaer.org 

 

 The Horticulture Program 

uses a variety of methods to reach 

diverse audiences in Rensselaer 

County.  Almost 400 people attend-

ed a “Gardening Through The Sea-

sons” class during a weekday even-

ing, either at the Education Center 

or Demonstration Garden.   

 

  230 people attended the 

“Rensselaer County Garden Tour” 

in Sand Lake in June, over 1,200 attended the “Art In The Garden Show and 

Sale” in July, and hundreds more are reached via the Schaghticoke Fair, Flow-

er and Garden Show, Diagnostic Lab and Horticulture Hotline.  The email 

newsletter “Root Concerns” is sent to over 1,200 subscribers in Rensselaer 

County and thousands more beyond.  

 

 Spring Garden Day was held on 

Saturday, March 10 at the Tamarac High 

School and attracted 243 paid attendees.  

Master Gardeners were speakers for most 

of the educational sessions, coordinated and 

served the coffee and lunch, donated many 

food items, raised funds at the plant sale 

and pick-a-prize auction, garnered door prizes, and assisted attendees in innu-

merable ways.  Internationally known horticulturist Ruth Rogers Clausen gave 

a presentation on plants deer don’t like to eat and signed copies of her new 

book.  Over $3,000 above expenses was brought in through fundraising and 

admission receipts. 
  

 A grant of $7,303 was received from the New York State IPM Pro-

gram to study the efficacy of a new iron-based organic herbicide on broadleaf 

turfgrass and landscape weeds.  Extension Educators in Albany and Monroe 

counties are also part of this research.  Pre-

liminary data indicate that efficacy varies 

widely, with good control seen with some 

weeds, including ground ivy (Glechoma hed-

eracea), and less control with others.  This 

herbicide may provide a valuable organic 

alternative of national importance.        

                        Horticulture 

 


