
 
 

Community Garden Contract 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Nassau County 

East Meadow Farm 
832 Merrick Avenue 

East Meadow, NY  11554 
 

GARDEN MANAGER AND COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE 
 

Rules, Terms, and Conditions for Participation 
 

If accepted as a gardener, I will abide by the following rules, terms, and conditions: 

1. I use this garden at the sole discretion of East Meadow Farm. I agree to abide by its policies and practices. 
2. The fee for the use of the garden is $100.00 per plot, per year May 1, 2020 to October 31, 2020, due on 

completion of workshop 
3. Once I have been assigned a plot, I will cultivate and plant it within three weeks of the last frost date (approx.. 

April 15, 2020). I will apply a top coat of compost to the plot prior to planting and will mulch the walkway 
surrounding my plot at this time, with wood chips provided by East Meadow Farm.  My plot cannot be left 
fallow or unused for any period of two weeks or longer during the growing season.   

4. At any time that I will be away and unable to sufficiently irrigate or tend to my plot I will arrange for someone 
to take care of the plot in my absence so that no produce is let go to waste for lack of maintenance or lack of 
irrigation. 

5. I will not expand my plot beyond the current plot boundaries or into paths or other plots. I will keep all my 
plants within the limits of my garden plot and will not allow any plants to grow more than six feet high. I must 
keep my plot free of weeds, pests and diseases. 

6. Anything I bring from my home I will take back home. I will not bring household trash and leave it at East 
Meadow Farm.  Furthermore, I will keep my plot, paths, and surrounding areas clean and neat. I will 
completely separate my garden waste as instructed by the garden manager and compost committee.  

7.  At the end of the season (October 31, 2020) I will remove all plants, stakes, chairs, fencing, etc. so that my 
plot contains soil only.  All items removed from my plot will be taken with me and not left on the premise as 
trash or a donation.  The plot should be left in a condition that in the event the plot were to be made available 
to a new gardener the next season, there would be no clean up (other than newly sprouted weeds) required.    

8. I will not plant any illegal plant. I will not smoke, use illegal drugs, or gamble in the garden. I will not come to 
the garden while under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs. I will not bring weapons or pets or other 
animals to the garden. 

9. I will supervise my children at all times when they are in the garden. I am solely responsible for the behavior 
of my guests. 

10. In the event I believe someone not affiliated with the garden is harvesting from plots, without permission, I 
will advise the Garden Manager. 

11. I will water my plot according to water-wise guidelines and will replace the hose to the holder after use.  If the 
hose is broken or inoperable I will notify management. 

12. My plot must be watered by myself or someone who I have arranged to do so.  I will not use timers on the 
hoses in the garden. 

13. I will attend meetings as they may be required.  I will attend at least one of the following topics: soil 
preparation and maintenance, watering the vegetable garden, and pest and disease control. 

14. It is the mission of East Meadow Farm to operate in a sustainable and organic manner.  Therefore, I will use 
only organic products in the garden.  I will not apply any pesticides in the garden. 

https://communitygarden.org/resources/category/community-garden-management/


15. I will not take food or plants from other gardeners’ plots, unless given permission by the gardener. I will not 
take anything from the garden that is not rightfully mine  

16. I will respect other gardeners, and I will not use abusive or profane language or discriminate against others. 
17. I will work to keep the garden a happy, secure, and enjoyable place where all participants can garden and 

socialize peacefully in a neighborly manner. 
18. I forfeit my right to sue the owner of the property. 
19. I will compost all compostable plant material in the compost bins as designated by East Meadow Farm and I, 

at no time, will leave vegetation in my garden plot as compost.  Noxious weeds are not compostable.  These 
will be defined by the garden manager.  Noxious weeds are to be bagged (not exceeding 40lbs) and placed 
against the inside of the fence that runs along the sidewalk on Merrick Avenue on the right side of the 
driveway. 

20. I will cover crop my plot at the end of the season. 
21. I will not interfere with a plot other than my own. 
22. It is the mission of the East Meadow Community Garden to operate in a sustainable manner and to recognize 

the great resource that the farms production crops represent.  The produce grown in the demonstration 
garden is used for supplying the farm stand, donating to local food kitchens and fund raising.  Therefore, I will 
not allow the produce in my garden to rot.  If I am not adequately tending my plot and allowing produce to go 
to waste, produce from my garden can be harvested at the discretion of the Community Garden 
Committee/Garden Manager for donation to local food kitchens. 

23. I may at any time donate produce from my organic garden   
24. I will bring all matters of concern to staff at the East Meadow Farm and will not directly approach anyone that 

I do not believe is maintaining their plot 

 

The Garden Manger is the highest governing authority at the Cornell East Meadow Farm Community Garden 

 

Breaking any rules, terms, and conditions is cause for exclusion from the garden and loss of your 
plot. 

1. You will receive one verbal warning from the garden manager. 
2. If no response or correction has been made, you will receive written notice two weeks later. 
3. In another two weeks, if no response or correction has been made, you will receive written 

final notification that you have forfeited your gardening privileges and plot. 
4. You will be allowed to reapply for another garden plot only after one year, and only at 

the discretion of the garden manager. 

Commitment 
I have read and understand the application and accept these rules, terms, and conditions stated above for the 
participation in the East Meadow Farm Community Garden 

 

Signed: [Gardener] ____________________________________ 

Date: _______________   Plot ______________ 

Approved: [Garden Manager] __________________________________ 

Date: _______________ 

  

Contract last updated 4/2020. 


