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Hello from Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Steuben County.  As we navigate these 

challenging times, CCE staff are working from 
home and continue to develop and offer 
support and resources to producers and 

county residents.   
 

Please read the latest news at the time of 
printing about business changes stemming 

from the Covid-19 pandemic and resources to 
help while we weather  
this current situation. 

 
Stay safe and healthy! 

 From all of us at Steuben County  
Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Ariel Kirk, MS 
Agriculture Educator 



 
 

 

Dairy Market Response to COVID-19 
and Early Spring Flush 

By Katelyn Walley-Stoll, Cornell University 
Cooperative Extension 

 
It's been a month. Looking back to price 
forecasts in December and January editions of 
Dairy Market Watch, producers were looking to 
expect $20 milk in 2020, with a close eye on 
export markets and projected milk production 
increases. With a more productive than 
expected start to our seasonal spring flush, 
and the COVID-19 pandemic, price projections 
have dropped drastically with future declines 
expected. Some forecasters have even gone 
as far as to avoid making any type of estimates 
with these uncertain times. 

 
While grocery shelves are emptied of fluid 
milk, yogurt, and cheese as American families 
prepare for social distancing and, in some 
cases, shelter in place orders, it would be easy 
to think that this increase in demand could only 
lead to heartier milk checks. But, as 
businesses shut down, unemployment rises 
rapidly, and stock markets react to uncertainty, 
we are headed into a period of global 
economic decline that could mirror the 2008 
Great Recession. Market buyers see prices 
dropping and are reluctant to purchase in large 

quantities, knowing that continued virus 
spread and increased spring flush milk loads 
will further drive prices down. As public 
schools close, which account for 8% of our 
total fluid milk consumption and a large portion 
of cheese orders, fluid milk markets are 
unsteady. Even though many are offering meal 
deliveries/pickups to their student populations, 
it won't be a one-for-one replacement. While 
milk production, and the food system as a 
whole, is safe and has been deemed essential, 
there are uncertainties surrounding workforce 
availability. Employees may become sick 
themselves, or stay home to care for sick 
family members or children home from school. 
Many plants have increased their hiring in 
anticipation, which will have cash flow 
implications as the year continues. Still, areas 
of the country are trying to meet fluid milk 
demand with limited production capacity and 
aging infrastructure. Additionally, as 
restaurants and food services close, or are 
limited to delivery/pick-up only options, cheese 
and butter demand has decreased. With an 
uncertain economy, the average consumer will 
also be more reserved with their purchases. 
 
On a worldwide view, many of our main export 
market economies were already on the edge 
of economic downturn, the virus being the very 
large straw that broke the camel's back. Dry 
Products have also dropped on the futures 
markets with ample products available for 
buyers. As it stands now, Class IV futures have 
dropped below $14 through the next few 
months, rising to $15 by the end of the year. 
Class III is projected to hit a low of $14.50 this 
summer, and doesn't rise about $16 for the 
remainder of the year, averaging $15.92. This 
would be a drop of at least $1 as compared to 
2019 for our 2020 averages. These numbers 
are constantly changing, responding to stock 
market shifts and virus impact estimates. If 
global economies improve over the year, and 
COVID-19 responses in place "flatten the 
curve", we could see prices rally, at least 
partially, towards the end of the year. But - this 
will have to coincide a slow in milk production 
increases. Using the indicators of our early 
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spring flush, declining beef market prices, and 
producers trying to create more sound balance 
sheets following years of low prices, make this 
unlikely. 
 

 
 
These are stressful times during what should 
have been a year of optimism and recovery. 
Farm owners should have a disaster plan in 
place and implement social distancing 
recommendations immediately. The average 
farm owner, and farm workforce, is at risk for 
contracting COVID-19 - we are not immune no 
matter how many salt blocks you licked as a 
kid. Employees of the farm might also be 
facing illness, childcare conflicts, and general 
anxiety over the situation. Be prepared to up 
your communications (from a safe distance), 
cross-train employees, and handle issues as 
they arise. If your cash flow is already looking 
tight, have a conversation with your banker 
sooner rather than later. Keep an eye out for 
upcoming relief packages that your farm 
business might qualify for. Most importantly, 
reach out. While we might need to stay away 
from people physically, the phones are still 
working. Call your neighbor, call your mentor, 
call your farm advisor, call NY FarmNet (1-
800-547-3276). Reach out and stay 
connected! 

 
Still Need Pesticide Recertification 

Credits?  We have a solution: 
 

As many pesticide recertification classes are 
being cancelled due to coronavirus, you may be 
finding it hard to get the recertification credits 
you need. I want to remind you that PMEP offers 
online recertification courses at the PMEP 

Distance Learning Center here: 
http://pmepcourses.cce.cornell.edu/.  
 
Courses cost $30 per NYS credit hour, as there 
are administrative costs associated with 
providing them. In addition to being approved by 
the DEC, many courses are also approved by 
the neighboring states of Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and 
Pennsylvania; this may be important if you are 
an applicator in border counties and are certified 
in those states as well. 
 

Original Announcement From NYS 
Agriculture and Markets,  

March 24, 2020: 

 

This interim horticulture guidance is provided for 
greenhouse operations, landscapers, arborists, 
garden centers, and nurseries. 

 
Background: 
In December 2019, a new respiratory disease 
called Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID19) 
was detected in China. COVID-19 is caused by 
a virus (SARS-CoV-2) that is part of a large 
family of viruses called coronaviruses. 

 
On March 20, 2020, Governor Cuomo signed 
the “PAUSE” Executive Order, a 10-point policy 
to assure uniform safety for everyone. It 
includes a new directive that all nonessential 
businesses statewide must close in-office 
personnel functions effective at 8PM on 
Sunday, March 22, 2020. Essential 
businesses are exempt from this guidance. 

 
Horticulture operations as defined below 
have been deemed essential and are exempt. 

 
For purposes of Executive Order 
202.6/PAUSE Executive Order, "Essential 
Business" states “agriculture/farms,” which 
includes the horticulture industry. As 
outlined in Agriculture and Markets Law Article 
25-AA Section 301, horticulture is a key 
component of agriculture and New York State 
farms. 

 
For horticultural operations, the Department 
defines the following businesses/activities as 

http://pmepcourses.cce.cornell.edu/


 
 

consistent with Executive Order 202.6: 
• Production, movement, maintenance, and sale 
of vegetable plants, nursery stock, trees, plants, 
and flowers at greenhouse and nursery 
operations. 
• Tree and shrub trimming and removal for 
disease, safety, and public health purposes. 
• The placement and ground maintenance of 
sod, landscaping plants, flowers, ornamentals, 
and trees on residential and commercial 
grounds. 
• Transportation necessary to meet any of the 
above functions. 
• Agribusiness, including the sale and 
application of pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers, 
and minerals, that support any of the above 
functions. 
 
 
 

 

Original Announcement From NYS 
Agriculture and Markets,  

March 25, 2020 
 
While New York State’s efforts to mitigate the 
impacts of Coronavirus (COVID-19) continue, 
the state and our agricultural community are 
working together to keep agricultural products 
moving, our communities and families fed, and 
our animals cared for.  
Here is the latest guidance that the agricultural 
industry needs to know. The Department is 
continuing to monitor developments related to 
COVID-19, and we will continue to update this 
page as new information becomes available. 
  
Mass Gatherings 

 New York State has not restricted food 
producing farms, farmers’ markets, grocery 
stores, retail food stores, food pantries, food 
banks, and food and beverage manufacturing 
facilities from being open. These operations are 
exempt under the mass gatherings guidance as 
essential food supply chain industries. 
 
Workforce Reduction 

 Food producing farms, fisheries, operations that 
care for animals, farmers’ markets, food and 
beverage manufacturers/processors, grocery 
stores, retail food stores, food pantries, food 
banks, gas stations, and convenience stores 
are exempt from the state’s guidance for 
workforce reduction.  

 Businesses and vendors supplying goods and 
services to these essential industries, such as 
agri-businesses and operations supporting 
animal health, are also exempt. 

 These businesses are exempt because they are 
essential food supply chain and related 
industries. They can continue to operate with 
their full workforce.  

 Forest products businesses, including those 
involved in forestry operations, logging, 
manufacture of lumber and paper products, and 
the distribution of those products are essential 
and exempt from the State's guidance for 
workforce reduction. 
 
Mall Closings 

 Malls are closed as of March 19, 2020 at 9 pm. 
 However, grocery stores and retail food stores 

within malls are exempt from this directive and 
can remain open. 



 

 
Travel 

 There are no travel restrictions in place. 
 
Business Waivers 

 Businesses that are interested in being deemed 
an essential business should 
contact COVID19BusinessWaiver@ESD.ny.go
v to learn how to apply for a waiver. 
 
Cleaning/Sanitizing 

 Everyone should continue to practice social 
distancing and proper hand washing and 
sanitizing of their facilities. 
 
Department Inspections 

 New York State Department of Agriculture and 
Markets staff continue to conduct all food 
safety, dairy, and plant inspections.  
 

Governor Cuomo announced the 
"New York State on PAUSE" 

Executive Order, a 10-Point Policy to 
Assure Uniform Safety For Everyone. 
 
The 10-point NYS on PAUSE plan is as follows:  
 

1. Effective at 8PM on Sunday, March 22, all non-
essential businesses statewide will be closed; 

2. Non-essential gatherings of individuals of any 
size for any reason (e.g. parties, celebrations or 
other social events) are canceled or postponed 
at this time; 

3. Any concentration of individuals outside their 
home must be limited to workers providing 
essential services and social distancing should 
be practiced; 

4. When in public individuals must practice social 
distancing of at least six feet from others; 

5. Businesses and entities that provide other 
essential services must implement rules that 
help facilitate social distancing of at least six 
feet; 

6. Individuals should limit outdoor recreational 
activities to non-contact and avoid activities 
where they come in close contact with other 
people; 

7. Individuals should limit use of public 
transportation to when absolutely necessary 
and should limit potential exposure by spacing 
out at least six feet from other riders; 

8. Sick individuals should not leave their home 
unless to receive medical care and only after a 
telehealth visit to determine if leaving the home 
is in the best interest of their health; 

9. Young people should also practice social 
distancing and avoid contact with vulnerable 
populations; and 

10. Use precautionary sanitizer practices such as 
using isopropyl alcohol wipes; additionally, 
washing hands completely with soap and water 
for at least 20 seconds is effective at physically 
removing germs. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NYS Department of Health Covid-19 
information Updated March 26, 2020 

 

Springwater Agricultural Products 
8663 Strutt Street, Springwater NY 

585-315-1094 or 607-759-0405 

 
Crop Production Materials, Foliar Nutrition & Adjuvant Sales 

SeedWay, NK&WL, Seed Sales:  

Corn, Soybeans, Small Grains, Forage & Pasture Grasses 

Sun up until Sun down!  Dave & Penny 

Farm tested with farm-friendly prices. 
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 New York State on PAUSE: 100% of the 
workforce must stay home, excluding essential 
services. 

 All non-essential gatherings of individuals of any 
size for any reason are temporarily banned. 

 New Yorkers can call the COVID-19 Emotional 
Support Hotline at 1-844-863-9314 for mental 
health counseling. 

 The state is scouting additional new sites for 
temporary hospitals, with a goal of having a 
1,000-plus patient overflow facility in each New 
York City borough as well as Westchester, 
Rockland, Nassau and Suffolk counties.  

 New York City is piloting closing streets to 
vehicles and opening them to pedestrians as 
part of the city's plan to address the lack of 
adherence to social distancing protocols. 

 52,000 healthcare workers, including retirees 
and students, have signed up to volunteer to 
work as part of the state's surge healthcare 
force during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Department of Motor Vehicles offices are 
temporarily closed for in-office visits. Online 
transactions, including for license renewals, are 
still be available. License and permit expirations 
will be extended. 

 All non-essential businesses statewide must 
close in-office personnel functions until further 
notice as part of New York State on PAUSE. 
Bars and restaurants are closed, but takeout 
can be ordered during the period of closure. 

 Testing is free for all eligible New Yorkers as 
ordered by a health care provider. 

 Your local health department is your community 
contact for COVID-19 concerns.  Here is the 
Steuben County health department phone 
number if you have questions or concerns 
related to Coronavirus travel and symptoms:  
1-888-364-3065. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Farmer Market Health and Procedure 
Guidelines during Covid-19 

 

COVID-19 and its potential impact on Farmers 
Markets The question of the hour is what will be 
the impact of CoronaVirus on farmers markets? 
Will we be forced to close the markets?  
 
Will we see reduced numbers of customers in 
the markets? Will the crisis be over by the time 
we get to the traditional market season? The 
answer is – we have no answers. Everything is 
still fluid, with no clear answers at this time. We 
currently do not expect to see markets forced to 
close, but we do need to be prepared for this 
health crisis within our markets.  
 
The Farmers Market Federation of NY has 
worked on a set of guidelines that we believe 
would be in the best interest of our markets, their 
farmers and their consumers. These are based 
on the potential risks associated with COVID-19 
and its impact on health and the economic 
wellbeing of our farmers.  
 
1. Farmers, vendors and market staff should 

wear food grade gloves, with frequent 
changes as they become soiled or 
contaminated. 

2. Increase the numbers of handwashing 
stations available within the market, along 
with signage to encourage customers to 
frequently wash their hands. 

3. Encourage farmers to bring handwashing 
supplies, hand sanitizers, for frequent use 
within their own booth space.  

4. Limit bare hand contact. No handshaking, no 
hugs. To the extent possible, limit customer 
handling of food products. 

5. Segregate duties behind market tables. 
Designate one individual to handle money, 
tokens and coupons, while others handle the 
products being sold. Again, wearing food 
grade gloves with frequent changes.  

6. All foods should be pre-packaged to eliminate 
potential contamination at the market. 
Examples would be prepackaging breads 
and baked goods. Prepackage salad mixes. 

7. Farmers and vendors who are ill, or showing 
signs of illness, should stay home. Send a 
replacement to sell if they are not sick. If 
anyone within the farm business is confirmed 
infected with COVID-19, notify the manager 
and remain home. 

8. Farmers should be watchful of signs of illness 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/new-york-state-pause
https://www.nysacho.org/directory/


 

in customers, removing all products they may 
have touched from their sales tables. Do not 
remove with bare hands. 

9. Suspend cooking demonstrations and 
sampling. 

10. Suspend social programs that promote 
customers to congregate and/or linger in the 
market. That includes removing tables, 
benches and chairs.  

11. Encourage customers to choose with 
their eyes, not hands, not touching product to 
eliminate potential contamination.  

 
It may become necessary to consider 
alternative market strategies should the markets 
be forced to close temporarily or the customer 
base become too limited to sustain farmer 
income. These systems would be designed to 
minimize the handling for product, minimize 
person-to-person contact; while maintaining 
sales for farmers.    
 
1. Create a marketwide CSA, using your 

market’s vendors to supply product. Have the 
market aggregate the product and have a 
centralized pickup.   

2. Add an online ordering system to your market 
where all market farmers and vendors can 
participate. Again, the market would 
aggregate products and use a central pickup 
location for customers to receive their 
products.  

 
While it is important to establish guidelines that 
will strive to keep markets a safe place for our 
farmers and customers, it is equally important to 
ease customer concerns and help them to feel 
comfortable coming to a farmers market amid 
the corona virus outbreak. We need to continue 
to promote our markets, using key points that 
will encourage customer participation at farmers 
markets.  
 
1. Know your farmer – you will see the person(s) 

who grew or produced your food. You can 
see they are healthy and feel more 
comfortable with the foods you are feeding 
your family.  

2. Food in a farmers market is not part of the 
supply chain that serves other food venues. 
The limited chain means fewer people 
handled the food and reduced the risk of 
contamination.  

3. Farmers markets are outdoor events – fresh 
air is healthy and so it the food at farmers 
markets  

4. Maintain a healthy diet of fresh, locally grown 
foods. A healthy body is better able to resist 
and fight disease  

5. Promote the efforts the market is taking to 
minimize the risk to their customers 

 

American Farmland Trust Grant 
Application For Direct  

To Consumer Producers: 

 
American Farmland Trust is awarding funds 
from donated relief efforts. AFT’s Farmer Relief 
Fund will award farmers with cash grants of up 
to $1,000 each to help them weather the current 
storm of market disruptions caused by the 
coronavirus crisis. 
 

 Initially, eligible applicants include any 
small and mid-size direct-market 
producers. These are defined as 
producers with annual gross revenue of 
between $10,000 and $1 million from 
sales at farmers markets and/or direct 
sales to restaurants, caterers, schools, 
stores, or makers who use farm products 
as inputs. 

 The application is simple and easy to 
complete but includes sufficient detail to 
ensure AFT is awarding producers that 
have the greatest needs. Applicants will 
be asked to estimate their financial loss. 

 AFT envisions an initial application 
round extending until April 23, with 
grants beginning to be made by May 
1. 

 
To apply, use this link and fill out the online 
application form:  https://farmland.org/farmer-
relief-fund/

 

https://farmland.org/farmer-relief-fund/
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Cornell Cooperative Extension 
   of Steuben County 
20 East Morris Street 
Bath, NY  14810 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***************************************************************************************************************************** 
FOR LEASE/RENT  
 

6+ acres for lease for organic cultivation. Must have ag exemption. Call 607 483-8758 between 10:30 AM and 
5:00 PM, M – F.  
 
Available For Rent: Steuben County SWCD has an Esch 10’ No-Till Drill for rent.  Rates are $12-$25/acre based 
on number of acres planted. Delivery/pickup available. Please call (607)776-7398 ext.3 for more information. 
 
Seeking conservation minded individual with interests in permaculture to rent 3-4 acre, gentle grade, southern 
exposure field for agricultural production in Steuben County, NY. Acceptable practices include organic vegetable 
production, small scale poultry, and organic greenhouse or high tunnel production. Other considerations will be 
determined by owner. Improved, uncultivated ground will require proper preparation for success. Currently no 
housing available on the property, but can be discussed with owner in the future. Contact CCE Steuben at 607-
664-2574 for further information.   
  
Attention Cattle Farmers:  I have pasture/farmland for rent, 40-50 acres, reasonable rate. Located in Steuben 
County on State Rt. 63.  Contact Marian Crawford at 585-728-5303. 


