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COVID-19 and 4-H Youth Development Update  
by Jennifer Sirangelo, President and CEO of the National 4-H Council 
 

Across the country, communities are facing unforeseen challenges due to the impact of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19). For 4-H, our network of 500,000 volunteers and 3,500 4-H professionals have had to quickly 
understand the impact of COVID-19 and respond with swift action to support our young people and          
communities. While this time of uncertainty has presented new obstacles to navigate, our commitment to 
positive youth development is unwavering and 4-H remains present to support the six million young people 
we serve in every county and parish and all kids who need educational resources, mentorship and a sense of 
belonging in this time. 
 

Through our community of more than 100 universities and America’s Cooperative Extension System, 4-H is 
working diligently to continue to fulfill our mission because our work is too important, especially now, as 
communities across America experience the impact of school closures. We recognize it can be stressful for 
parents and families to find resources available to maintain a sense of normalcy and make sure kids don’t get 
off track in their daily development. And while some schools are implementing a virtual learning plan, others 
don’t have the resources to continue student lessons. 4-H is committed to providing free and low-cost online 
and print educational resources to support 4-H’ers and families while schools and clubs remain 
closed. Please visit 4-H.org/Legacy to learn more. 
 

We will continue our work to ensure young people and communities have the resources to stay connected and 
engaged throughout this time. We don’t know what the coming weeks will bring, but what we do know is that 
Cooperative Extension’s 4-H program is prepared to rally around our young people. Working together we will 
get through this and our young people will thrive. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Our 4-H’ers continuing working on projects while finding time to learn new things! Continue to share with us 
by sending your photos to Kathy @krc8@cornell.edu. 4-H Staff continues to work behind the scenes as well, 
focusing on moving forward with future projects and programming such as day camp, fair entries online,  
collecting resources, and fair to name several.   
 

Given the uncertainty surrounding COVID-19, all events on CCE grounds, including 4-H programming, has 
been postponed until Thursday, April 30th.  Cornell Cooperative Extension of Niagara County continues to 
prioritizes the health, safety and well-being of the communities we serve.  We are just patiently waiting this 
out as you are.  If you have any questions please contact: 
 

Justin Rogers  Executive Director- 433-8839 (please leave a message) or jpr237@cornell.edu 
Heidi Feltz  4-H Resource Educator – hmk3@cornell.edu 
Stacey Johnston  4-H Community Educator – ssh85@cornell.edu 
Kathy Bowers  4-H Community Educator – krc8@cornell.edu 
Christina Wright 4-H Community Educator— ckw38@cornell.edu 
Darlene Farnham Office Support/Building Usage – djf18@cornell.edu 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension in Niagara County is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal 
program and employment opportunities.  Please contact our office if you have any special needs. 

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK! 

https://4-h.org/ways-to-give/4-h-legacy-awards/
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Public Presentations  
Public presentations are one of the most rewarding experiences for   
4-H members and leaders. The ability to effectively communicate is 
one of the most important life skills a young person can learn. 
Through giving public presentations, 4-H members learn to: express 
themselves clearly and  convincingly, organize their ideas, present 
them in logical order, research subjects, and have confidence in 
themselves.  
 

This year, thirty, 4-H youth participated in the Niagara County 4-H 
Public Presentation program.  Participating 4-H’ers were:  30       
presenters, 5 team presentations, 25 individual presentations given 
by Ella Bramer, Brooklyn Capitumino, Calvin Dent, Stephanie Kloda, 
Sarah Mollosky, Matthew Page, Christina Peters, Kailie Peters,      
Anthony Peters, Michellyn Schroeder, Christian Schroeder, Bailey 
Tang, Corey Tang, Mackenzie Yerdon, Jillian Ash, Arie Decker, Lucy 
Ebbole, Madalyn Heine, Rylee Keiffer, Colleen Kilroy, Leila Kuhns, 
Blake Lindke, Breanna Lukacz, Justin Lukacz, Katie O’Dell, Bailey 
Shocknesse, Hannah  Topoloski, Ava Zahno, Emma Patcyk and Katie 
Widmer. Congratulations on all your accomplishments!    

Thank You 4-H Volunteers 
National Volunteer Month takes place in April.  
This month is dedicated to honoring all the         
volunteers in our communities as well as             
encouraging volunteerism throughout the month.  
A recent study found that volunteers are directly 
responsible for teaching as much as 50% of the life 
skills a youth learns through the 4-H program 
(Fogarty et al).  In Niagara County, we have        
volunteers with over 40 years of service and some 
that are brand new but each volunteer is special 
and makes a difference.    
 

We want to thank you for caring, sharing your   
passion and knowledge with our youth who want to 
learn and grow.  Your contributions greatly         
influence the next generation and prepare them for 
the future.           
 

Thank you, thank you! 

 

Top 10 Free Video Chat Apps 
Stuck at home due to the coronavirus pandemic? Use 
these videoconferencing options to keep in touch with 
family, friends and your workplace.  
 

1. FaceTime (Apple users)- chatting with friends 
2. WhatsApp (all mobile users)- chatting with friends 
3. Skype– best for group chats 
4. Marco Polo– best for sending video messages 
5. Facebook Messenger– for Facebook addicts 
6. Zoom– best for business purposes 
7. Microsoft Teams– best for Office 365 fans 
8. Houseparty– best for playing games together 
9. Google Hangouts Meet– best for google users 
10. Amazon Chime– for AWS users 
 

For more information search online on how to use each 
application.   

Livestock Auction Update 
One of Niagara County 4-H’s signature projects is our 
Meat Animal Program.  This opportunity allows    
members to raise market animals each year and     
market them to friends, family, neighbors, and local 
businesses at the end of the project.  
  

Understandably, current events are causing some  
families to rethink 4-H market projects and ask good 
questions of themselves in terms of commitment to 
this project.  
  

Regardless of where we end up, one certainty is that 
now more than ever, locally sourced food is important 
to provide, and our youth members can do this with or 
without the traditional elements of our program. The 
true purpose of our meat animal program is to allow 
youth members the opportunity to raise an animal to 
market quality standards, while learning about animal 
husbandry, quality assurance, time management, 
money management, record keeping, marketing skills, 
and so much more. This year is an opportunity to focus 
these 4-H life skills more than the end game of blue-
ribbon auction success. 
  

Our 4-H Livestock Auction Advisory Committee will be 
meeting very soon to discuss what measures may be 
needed to modify the Meat Animal Project for this 
year. Be assured that we will do our best to still        
provide the best possible opportunities for youth 
members, while adhering to the guidelines that may be 
out of our hands set forth by policymakers. Any      
needed amendments to the normal program will be 
communicated in a timely manner as needed, but as of 
now, no fair or auction changes have been made.  
Please reach out to Heidi Feltz at hmk3@cornell.edu if 
you have questions, and thank you for your patience as 
we work to continue quality program opportunities for 
our members!  
 

The auction committee will be holding a virtual    
meeting soon to discuss the auction and May weigh-
in.  Please watch your e-mail for any updates or  
changes.   

mailto:hmk3@cornell.edu


Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook! 
“Niagara County 4-H Program” 

4-H Photography Challenge 
General Guidelines 
Thinking of the 4-H Pledge, you are invited to share your photo(s) in interpretation or representation of Head, 
Heart, Hands or Health.  When taking photos of people, please be mindful and ask for permission from the in-
dividual to share the photo with Niagara County 4-H and on the Niagara County 4-H Program  
Facebook page. This activity is for individuals.  Please follow social distancing guidelines and be safe. Tips were 
taken from the 4-H Photography Curriculum.    https://4-h.org/parents/curriculum/photography/ 
 

Tips for using your Smartphone camera 
Shoot in Landscape 
• Rotating your phone to landscape mode and using the volume buttons to take the photo provides a more 

stable hold on the phone, reducing noise in your pictures. 
Utilize the Grid Lines 
• Locate this option in your photo app settings.  Keep your main subjects off center so they become the focus. 
Focus on the eyes 
Get up and personal with your subject for the best results.  
• Most smartphone cameras have a digital zoom, but using this won’t help you get detailed pictures from far 

away.  Zoom is just essentially cropping our picture on the screen. 
Choose different or unusual camera angles 
• This allows you to explore different point of view. 
• Lie on your stomach 
• When taking pictures of small children or pets, get down on their level. 
• Climb up and look down! 
Avoid Clutter or Ugly backgrounds 
Multiple Shots 
• If you see something that catches your eye don't just take one shot and hope for the best. The chances of 

getting a good photo with your first shot are very slim. You should take shots from various angles and  
      distances. 
 

For more information on the photography project the updated 4-H Photography project books continue with 
three levels but now include the use of the cellphone cameras and storage of the photos during the project.  The 
books include great examples and information, along with questions and answer areas Within the four main 
topics of Equipment, Lighting, Composition and Skill Building.  Learn to use this project as a standalone or 
within another project area. 
 

Have fun and please follow the social distancing guidelines and be safe! 
 

Again, your challenge is:  Thinking of the 4-H pledge, submit a photo that you feel represents Head, Hands, 
Heart and Health as it applies to 4-H. Submit your photos to Niagara4h@cornell.edu by April 19 with photo 
challenge in the subject. 

Re-Enrollment 
4-H Members that haven’t renewed their membership 
must re-enroll asap. 
Reasons why it is important..  
•  Members can participate in all 4-H projects and 

activities 
• Receive the Clover Scene Newsletter for all infor-

mation pertaining to 4-H! 
• Receive a weekly 4-H pass to attend the Niagara 

County Fair 
• Receive premium money for exhibits entered in 

the fair 
• Liability 
• Make each year count! 
Please call the office today if you don’t know if you are 
enrolled!  Don’t wait until workbee or the week before 
fair, it will be too late!  Contact Stacey at 
ssh85@cornell.edu if this is something that you need 
to do today. 

4-H Programs 
If your child is interested in participating in a      
specific program or your email/address has 
changed, please let the 4-H Office know so we can 
better communicate with you through email and 
mail.  
 

Don’t forget to “like” our Facebook page-  
“The Niagara County 4-H Program” so you can get 
updates and see what our 4-H community is doing.  
 

Many of our Animal Science Programs have a  
Facebook page or group as well, such as, Cats,  
Equine, Pack Goats, Sheep, Rabbits & Cavy,        
Livestock, Swine, and Poultry. Check it out.   
 

Also don’t be afraid to reach out to any of our  
leaders!   

FAIR THEME AHEAD 

mailto:Niagara4h@cornell.edu


Homegrown and Handmade 

Bounty of the County 

Niagara County 4-H Fair 

August 5–9 2020      


