
and if you have any questions, 

now is the time to ask. 

If you are planning on apply-

ing (or reapplying) the dead-

line is fast approaching—

March 1, 2014 in your Town 

Assessor’s office! 

 

Below are links to fillable ap-

plication forms. 

RP 305 

http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/

current_forms/orpts/

rp305_fill_in.pdf 

RP 305r 

http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/

current_forms/orpts/

rp305r_fill_in.pdf 

Ag Exemption is a myth! The 

correct term is Agricultural 

Value Assessment. Land-

owners are assessed differ-

ently if they qualify for the Ag 

Value Assessment. 

In a nutshell, qualifying for 

the Agriculture Value As-

sessment is relatively simple. 

1. Do you own at least 7 

acres that is in agricultur-

al production? 

2. Is the GROSS value of 

sold agricultural prod-

ucts at least $10,000? 

If you answered yes to 

both of those questions, 

your land is eligible for Ag-

ricultural Value Assess-

ment. 

What if you aren’t the 

farmer? 

If someone else produces 

agricultural products on a 

minimum of 7 of your acres 

and grosses the $10,000 in 

sales (of agricultural prod-

ucts), then your land is eli-

gible. 

Like everything else, there 

are lots of rules to applying 

for Ag Value Assessment 

It’s Time to (re) Apply for Ag Value Assessment 
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Grazing Strategy - for pastures 

Develop a grazing strategy 
that allows your pastures to 
re-grow to at least 6 inches 
between grazings. Walk the 
pasture, bend down and get 
the animal’s view of the     
forages-are there rocks, 
moss, nasty, prickly plants in 
the majority of the pasture? 
Can you see any signs of 
new, green grass blades 
coming through the soil? 
Can you see bare soil?    

Remember that a grazing ani-
mal left on pasture continually 
can graze up to 20 hours a 
day! If it is re-grazing the 
same areas over and over 
throughout the 
day, that isn’t 
giving the 
roots a chance 
to flourish and     create more 
root mass under the soil. 
Those roots are   concentrat-
ing so hard on re-growing the 

grass that they quickly be-
come worn out. If the animal 
follows the same pattern of 
grazing day after day, the 
new growth is chewed off as 

soon as it ap-
pears, the roots 
are not getting 
proper food to  

replenish their needs and the 
soil around them is being 
compacted thus making it 
even harder to sustain. 

...bend down and get the 
animal’s view of the  
forages. 
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D U T C H E S S  C O U N T Y  A G R I C U L T U R E . . . I T ’ S  A  G R O W I N G  T H I N G !  

The Agricultural Assessment Program, established under the 

Agriculture & Markets Law § 305, allows active farmland to re-

ceive a reduced assessment for property tax purposes – resulting 

in a partial exemption from real property taxes.  Farmland quali-

fying for this reduction in assessed value does not have to be 

enrolled in an Agricultural District.  Any owner of at least seven 

acres of land which produces a minimum of $10,000 annually, or 

any owner of less than seven acres of land which produces a mini-

mum of $50,000 annually, on average in the preceding two years, 

from the sale of crops, livestock, or livestock products, or from a 

commercial equine operation, is eligible to receive an agricultural 

assessment.  The program only applies to the land, not buildings 

or homesteads. 

Certain start-up farm operations are eligible to receive an agri-

cultural assessment in the first year of operation on owned or rent-

ed land if they meet the minimum acreage and sales thresholds.   

Owners who rent productive land to farmers may qualify for 

agricultural assessment if the land independently satisfies the min-

imum acreage and sales requirements or is being used pursuant to 

a lease agreement of five or more years in conjunction with land 

which independently qualifies. 

The Agricultural Assessment Program establishes a ceiling val-

ue for taxable assessments on eligible farmland.  The local asses-

sor is provided with State Certified ceiling values every year.  

Any assessed value which exceeds the agricultural assessment is 

exempt from Real Property taxation.  Landowners must file an 

application annually, usually by March 1, with the local assessor 

to be considered for the Agricultural Assessment Program.  Fail-

ure to file the application on time will result in denial of the ex-

emption. 

If land that benefited from an Agricultural Assessment is con-

verted to non-agricultural use (within five years of last benefit if 

in an Agricultural District or within eight years if not in an Agri-

cultural District) it may be liable for conversion payments based 

on the amount of taxes saved.  The consequence of conversion is 

based on five times the taxes saved in the most recent year of ben-

efit.  The payment also includes a six percent interest charge com-

pounded annually for each year during the last five, in which the 

land received an agricultural assessment.  An encumbrance for 

this potential payment runs with the land from the last year in 

which the parcel benefited and continues for five years if in an 

Agricultural District and for eight years if outside a district. Own-

ers contemplating a conversion may determine the payment owed 

by contacting their local assessor or the County Real Property Tax 

office. 
 

The Agricultural District Program was 

established under Agriculture & Markets 

Law § 303. It provides agricultural land-

owners a number of benefits and protec-

tions not associated with property tax re-

lief, which encourage farmers to continue 

farming.  Enrollment in an Agricultural 

District does not automatically qualify the 

property for the Agricultural Assessment 

Program.   

An agricultural district is a geographic 

area which consists of predominantly via-

ble agricultural land.  Districts may include 

land that is actively farmed, idle, forested, 

as well as land for residential and commer-

cial uses.   

The Agricultural District Law protects 

farm operations* within an agricultural 

district from the enactment and administra-

tion of unreasonably restrictive local regu-

lations unless it can be shown that public 

health or safety is threatened. Under Agri-

culture and Markets Law § 308, known as 

the ‘Right to Farm’ law, if a question or 

dispute arises regarding farm practices that 

may threaten public health or safety, an 

opinion can be requested of the Commis-

sioner of Agriculture and Markets as to 

whether or not sound agricultural practices 

are being followed.  

Every eight years a full review of the 

Agricultural Districts  is conducted pursu-

ant to Agriculture & Markets Law § 303-a; 

the last review was in 2008.  Agriculture & 

Markets Law 303-b opens an annual win-

dow of opportunity for certain parcels to be 

added to the district.  An application for 

annual enrollment must be filed with the 

Dutchess County Soil and Water Conser-

vation District between April 15 and May 

14 to be considered for inclusion in an ag-

ricultural district.  If approved, the land 

remains in the agricultural district for the 

remainder of the eight year period. 
 

*In most cases, to be considered a ‘farm operation’ 

qualification for agricultural value assessment must 

be met.  

              Agricultural Assessment Program and Agricultural District Program  
 What are the differences? 

SM 
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Inside Story Headline Differences at a Glance 

Agricultural Assessment Program 

 

 Provides property tax reduction on farmland 

 Does not have to be in an agricultural district 

to qualify 

 Owner must file application annually with  

local assessor; usually no later than March 1 

 Minimum of 7 acres in active farm production 

and proof of minimum $10,000 gross annual 

income from farming 

 If less than 7 acres, $50,000 gross income 

minimum 

 Property annually committed to agricultural 

use for minimum of 8 years if not in an 

agricultural district; 5 years if in an 

agricultural district 

 Property subject to payback of saved property 

tax dollars if land is converted to non-

agricultural use within committed period 

 Land in agricultural production and rented to 

farmer may qualify 

 Eligibility determined by local assessor based 

upon State law specifications 

 Assessed agricultural value based upon State 

certified land classifications 

Agricultural District Program 

 

 Provides certain protections for agricultural 

land 

 Land may or may not qualify for Agricultural 

Assessment Program 

 Districts are reviewed every eight years (last in 

2008) 

 Owner must apply for Ag District designation 

during established review period 

 Annual window for inclusion available for 

certain types of agricultural land 

 All applications for annual inclusion must be 

filed between April 15 and May 14 – contact 

Dutchess County Soil and Water Conservation 

office or Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Dutchess County for information on 

application process 

 Applications reviewed by Dutchess County 

Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board 

and subject to approval of County Legislature 

and State Commissioner of Agriculture and 

Markets 

 

For Further information: 

 

Dutchess County Soil and Water Conservation District   845-677-8011   http://dutchessswcd.org/   

Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County   845-677-8223   www.ccedutchess.org 

NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets http://www.agmkt.state.ny.us/AP/agservices/agdistricts.html 

Dutchess County Real Property Tax Service Agency   845-486-2148 

Local Assessment Offices 
 

Prepared by the Dutchess County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board, 2011 

Hot News! 
If you haven’t seen it yet, USDA just released a preliminary 

report for the 2012 Census of Agriculture. 
 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/

Preliminary_Report/Full_Report.pdf 
 

http://dutchessswcd.org/
http://www.ccedutchess.org/
http://www.agmkt.state.ny.us/AP/agservices/agdistricts.html
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Preliminary_Report/Full_Report.pdf
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Preliminary_Report/Full_Report.pdf
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Ag District sign up April 15—May 14 
The dates for signing up to be in an Agriculture District are April 15—May 14. Each 

year, parcels may be included into an Agriculture District. The process begins on 

April 15th by filling out an application (available through the Dutchess 

County Soil and Water Conservation District http://dutchessswcd.org/ ) and 

submitting it before May 14th. Each parcel submitted is reviewed by the 

Dutchess County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board for approval. 

Those that are approved go on to the Dutchess County Legislature for ap-

proval and finally for state approval (which may not happen until Fall 

2014). This is the process for the annual inclusion. The 8-year cycle for in-

clusion will happen in 2016. 

D U T C H E S S  C O U N T Y  A G R I C U L T U R E . . . I T ’ S  A  G R O W I N G  T H I N G !  

Sheep 

Poultry 
Poultry Seminar 

March 12, 2014 

6 PM 

Hackett Farm Supply 

2297 Salt Point Turnpike 

Clinton Corners, NY 
For backyard enthusiasts and small flock owners. Hackett’s Farm Supply, Poulin Grain and Cornell 

Cooperative Extension Dutchess County are co-sponsoring a primer on poultry production, care, 

management and nutrition. Please contact Stephanie for registration information at  845-266-3494 

NYS Sheep Symposium 

Sponsored by  

the Dutchess County Sheep and Wool Growers Association 

Saturday March 15, 2014 

Columbia-Greene Community College 

4400 State Highway 23, Hudson, NY 
Topics include: 

Basic Sheep Management 101 

Basic and Advanced Sheep Nutrition 

Various Aspects of Lamb Marketing 

How to Improve Your Pasture for $40/acre 

Veterinarian Advice on Sheep Health and Lambing 

Copper Toxicosis 

STAR Breeding Program 

 

Here is the link to register: 

 

http://www.sheepandwool.com/symposium-2014/index.asp 
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New York State Department of Agriculture & Markets  

Division of Animal Industry 10 B Airline Drive Albany, NY 12235 
518-457-3502 f:518-485-7773  

www.agriculture.ny.gov/AI/AIHome.html  

Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea (PED) - A Little Background¹  

Have you noticed the price of bacon, lately? One of the forces driving the rise 
in pork prices is a disease called ‘Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea’ (PED). PED has 
existed in swine from China and Europe for several years. In April 2013, it 
was diagnosed in swine from the US (now-more than 20 states, including 
NYS and Canada). Those who raise swine should take time to consult with 
their veterinarian about how they can lessen the chances of their swine be-
coming infected.  

What causes Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea (PED)? A virus  

Can PED infect people? There is no evidence that the PED virus can infect 
people, or make people ill.  

How is PED spread? This virus is largely shed in the manure of infected 
swine,. Effective means of spread include:  

~Manure contaminated objects, such as (but not limited to):  

*Vehicles (for example, tires)  

*Boots & Clothing  

*Equipment (tractors, shovels, scrapers…etc.)  

*Contaminated feed and water.  

~Markets, buying stations & means of swine transport are considered major 
avenues of exposure to PED virus.  

Click here for an article about PED with pig feed concerns.  

After being exposed, how long does it take for susceptible swine to show 
signs of PED? Approximately 2-4 days  

Signs & course of PED virus infection (in newly infected swine herds):  

~Many sick pigs, 100% of swine can be infected on first exposure (no immun-
ity)  

~Rapid development of diarrhea  

~Vomiting  

~‘Death rate’; 80‐100 % in young pigs  

~In animals that recover, protective immunity develops over a 2‐3 week peri-
od.  

How can your veterinarian diagnose PED?  

~Signs of the disease  

~Herd history  

~Laboratory testing  

Prevention:  

Swine 
~USDA reports there is no ap-
proved vaccine to immunize a herd 
against PED. Currently there is on-
going research to develop an effec-
tive vaccine to be used in the US.  

~Currently, strict, bio‐security, is 
the best way to minimize the chance 
of introducing PED virus to your 
herd. Work with your veterinarian 
to develop a bio‐security plan tai-
lored to your swine herd needs.  

~Immunity; sows with immunity 
will transfer that immunity to their 
piglets, other swine, once recov-
ered, should have developed im-
munity to PED virus infection.  

Treatment:  

~Supportive, consult your veteri-
narian.  

Technical Reference: http://
www.aasv.org/aasv%20website/
Resources/Diseases/
PorcineEpidemicDiarrhea.php  

 

  

Additional References (click on the 
name)  

National Pork Check-Off  

AA Swine Veterinarians  

National Hog Farmers  

clm022014  

NY Pork Producers Meeting—Saturday March 22, 2014 
Holiday Inn Waterloo—To register please contact Krista at 
info@newyorkpork.org or call her at 716-697-3031 

http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AI/AIHome.html
http://www.farms.com/ag-industry-news/ped-and-pig-feed-connection-659.aspx#.Uvo8hMBDjX8.email
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/animal_dis_spec/swine/downloads/ped_tech_note.pdf
http://www.aasv.org/aasv%20website/Resources/Diseases/PorcineEpidemicDiarrhea.php
http://www.aasv.org/aasv%20website/Resources/Diseases/PorcineEpidemicDiarrhea.php
http://www.aasv.org/aasv%20website/Resources/Diseases/PorcineEpidemicDiarrhea.php
http://www.aasv.org/aasv%20website/Resources/Diseases/PorcineEpidemicDiarrhea.php
http://www.pork.org/Research/2641/ResearchLatestNews.aspx
http://www.aasv.org/aasv%20website/Resources/Diseases/PorcineEpidemicDiarrhea.php
http://nationalhogfarmer.com/health/pedv-lateral-spread-study-results-released


Are you a farmer in need of land? 

Are you a landowner in need of a farmer? 

We may be able to help link you with the 
resources you need, 845-677-8223, ext 118 2715 Route 44, Suite 1 

Millbrook, New York 12545-5566 

t. 845.677.8223 

   845.454.7140 (Poughkeepsie Branch) 

   845.831.4294 (Beacon NIP) 

   845.831.4287 (Beacon Green Teen) 

   845.677.5067 (Master Gardener Hotline) 

f. 845.677.6563 

dutchess@cornell.edu 

http://www.ccedutchess.org 

http://
www.ccedutchess.org 

Jennifer Fimbel 
CCEDC Resource Educator 

Livestock/Equine/Agriculture Policy 
jlf20@cornell.edu 

Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The County of Dutchess partially funds Cooperative Extension programming in Dutchess 

County.  Please contact the Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County office if you 

have any special needs. 

The Northeastern IPM Center at 
Cornell University is hiring an 
Extension Support Specialist. 
This individual will work with 
affordable housing providers 
across the country as a consultant 
and a trainer for the StopPests in 
Housing Program. The mission 
of StopPests is to eliminate high-
level infestations of public health 
pests from affordable housing. 
Full position description and ap-
plication details: 
https://cornellu.taleo.net/
careersection/jobdetail.ftl?
job=22977 
Please spread the word—the ap-

plication deadline is March 14! 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Orange County 
Resource Educator – Equine/
Livestock 
Position Available: Association 
Resource Educator – Equine/
Livestock 
Location: Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Orange County 
18 Seward Avenue, Suite 300, 
Middletown, NY 
 
Online application only. Application 

deadline is Feb. 28, 2014, or until a suit-

able pool of candidates has been identi-

fied.  
To apply, visit: 
https://cornellu.taleo.net/
careersection/10163/jobdetail.ftl?
lang=en&job=22814 
For questions, contact Peggy Kral at 

pk333@cornell.edu or 845-344-1234. 

Farm Manager 
Pine Plains, NY 
Dutch’s Spirits is excited to add a 
farm manager to the growing team 
developing its New York “farm to 
bottle” distillery and agri-tourism 
operation at Harvest Homestead 
Farm. Farming operations will cover 
two primary areas: 65-acres of field 
crops producing grain for spirits 
production and the development of 
a four-acre vegetable garden to ser-
vice the onsite farm café and area 
farmer’s markets. 
The farm manager will oversee the 
full operation. 

Please submit an introductory letter 
outlining interest in the project, 
along with an updated resume to 

info@DutchsSpirits.com 

Soil Testing 

It’s that time of year to start the process of soil 
testing in preparation of field seeding or 
renovation—it will take two weeks or longer 
during our busy season to get the lab results 
to you so please plan early! 

Job Opportunities 

“Like” us on Facebook! 
 

Dutchess County Agricultural and Farmland Protection 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County 

http://www.ccedutchess.org
http://www.ccedutchess.org
http://www.northeastipm.org/
http://stoppests.org
https://cornellu.taleo.net/careersection/jobdetail.ftl?job=22977
https://cornellu.taleo.net/careersection/jobdetail.ftl?job=22977
https://cornellu.taleo.net/careersection/jobdetail.ftl?job=22977
https://cornellu.taleo.net/careersection/10163/jobdetail.ftl?lang=en&job=22814
https://cornellu.taleo.net/careersection/10163/jobdetail.ftl?lang=en&job=22814
https://cornellu.taleo.net/careersection/10163/jobdetail.ftl?lang=en&job=22814
mailto:pk333@cornell.edu
https://www.facebook.com/?ref=tn_tnmn#!/DCAgandFarmlandProtection
https://www.facebook.com/ccedutchess?ref=hl#!/ccedutchess

