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Have you heard that Batavia has a seed library?  Starting its 
second year this coming April, the Batavia Seed Library has 
been a hit, and probably a well-kept secret.  But if you’re a 
gardener or aspiring gardener, this program is for you.  
Many seed libraries are housed in public libraries or 
community centers.  Others are based in museums, 
botanical gardens, or research institutions.  Some find 
homes with garden clubs, groups in the Slow Food 
movement or memberships through on-line groups.  The 
seeds provided may be heirloom varieties, open-pollinated 
varieties of flowers, vegetables and herbs or even wild 
species (native plants). 
 
The Batavia Seed Library is housed in the Richmond 
Memorial Library (RML).  The seeds are free and you don’t 
need a library card to access it.  The seed library is self-
serve and available during regular library hours.  It is 
located in the non-fiction gardening section.  Come browse 
the large collection of packaged seeds.  There are also a 
variety of articles about gardening available.  Our library is 
a great resource for local gardeners as it has many 
gardening books to borrow, including books about seed 
saving.  The Batavia Seed Library goals are to preserve and 
disseminate the knowledge of traditional seed saving and 
plant propagation techniques; and to preserve access to 
seed resources for the needs of our current and future 
generations. 
 
This project was spear-headed by Master Gardener Susan 
Gorski, who continues to coordinate the seed library 
through the Genesee County Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Master Gardener program.  The Batavia Seed Library is run 

for the benefit of the community and is able to offer free seeds through generous donations from local 
businesses, gardeners and donations of packaged seed from several seed companies.  If you do take seeds 
from the seed library we hope that you will save and share seeds of your own back to the collection.  
Donations may be dropped off at the library in the designated donation box, along with the completed 
donation form.  If you have extra seeds, even from opened packages, consider donating them to the 
Batavia Seed Library.  We cannot accept seeds from hybrid plants (they do not breed true) or seeds that 
have been patented. 
 



In the United States seed libraries had their birth in 1999.  A group of ecology minded citizens in Berkley, 
California developed the Bay Area Seed Interchange Library (BASIL).  By 2010 about a dozen seed 
saving/sharing groups had sprouted up.  As of February 2015, over 410 libraries in 46 states and 15 
countries world-wide sponsored seed libraries.  New York State is home to over 20 libraries providing 
seeds to their local communities. 
 
Seed libraries are sometimes confused with seed banks, but they are not the same.  A seed bank’s main 
purpose is to store seeds against the possible destruction of an ecosystem or plant extinction.  You can 
look at it as insurance for plants.  Seed libraries perform a different function within their communities.  
They often vary widely in age, size and formality.  For some, getting folks to garden and grow their own 
food is the main focus.  For others, seed sharing might be the first step to developing a network for seed 
saving, with the focus on conserving locally adapted varieties.  Some groups move forward as activists, 
responding proactively to climate change or to preserving genetic diversity. 
 
How do libraries fit into all of this?  If you haven’t been to your local library lately, they have expanded 
beyond sharing just books.  It’s always a surprise when you visit a library and see how they strive to meet 
their community’s needs.  Batavia’s Richmond Memorial Library embraces that same desire to reach out to 
the community while creating innovative collections and programs.  “When the Master Gardeners asked if 
we could host a seed library that the Genesee County Master Gardeners would maintain, I naturally said 
yes,” states Robert Conrad, library director at RML.  “We’re the most logical site for providing free access 
to a free community resource, and they’re an agency we’ve long trusted to offer gardening and 
landscaped-themed programs.  We made room for them in the book shelves among our gardening 
books…people looking for one resource might find the other.  Hopefully this will strengthen the program 
partnership between us, or simply add value and depth to the programs they already offer.”  With this 
partnering, the Batavia Seed Library came into existence and found its home at the Richmond Memorial 
Library. 
 
Discover the wonderful feeling of growing unique and personally chosen varieties of plants for your 
garden.  The variety of seeds in the collection will enhance your garden with brilliant color and fragrance.  
There are seeds for plants to use for cooking, canning, spices, crafts and bouquets.  We have the ability to 
grow much of what we need in a home garden or in pots so it is very affordable for everyone.  Gardening 
can ensure food sustainability and self-reliance.  Consider collecting seeds from this year’s crop to save for 
next year and donate some seeds back to the Batavia Seed Library! 
 
Stop in and check it out!  The Richmond Memorial Library is located at 19 Ross Street, Batavia, NY 14020.  
Hours are listed on their website at https://www.batavialibrary.org/ or call (585) 343-9550. 
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