
 

By Rachel Nocella, 4-H Youth Development Educator 

Families in the military make many sacrifices to protect the lives and 
freedoms of the citizens of the United States of America. To honor 
these sacrifices, former Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger 
established April as Month of the Military Child in 1986.  

This tradition continues in 2020 to honor the sacrifices made by 
children whose parent(s) serve in the United States Armed Forces. 
Purple Up! is a campaign designated to celebrate children in all 
branches of the military by combining the branch colors to make 
purple.  

To commemorate this month, 4-H, in conjunction with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County’s 
Marketing/Communications, will have a “social media takeover” for the month of April. CCE works closely 
with Fort Drum military families in many capacities. Each department will physically show their support for 
the military child by wearing purple and taking a department photo. These photos will be posted to CCE’s 
Facebook page and that department will have a week to showcase the ways they impact military families on 
Fort Drum.  

Subsequently, CCE will run a competition on Facebook. If anyone posts a picture of themselves wearing 
purple, or shares a post from CCE with the hashtag #KidsServeToo and #JeffersonCountyCCE, they will be 
entered to win a prize at the end of the month. Purple Up! to show your support for military children and the 
sacrifices they make daily in service to our country! 

2020 4-H Livestock Auction 

As summer approaches, the Jefferson County 4-H Livestock Auction 
continues to develop! On February 25th eight youth participated in 
the Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) certification 
training. YQCA is a nationally-recognized quality assurance program 
for youth with the goal of producing a safe product for the consumer 
and the well-being of the animal projects. If youth are interested in 
the Livestock Auction and were not able to attend YQCA training in 
February, please contact Rachel Nocella to set up arrangements.  

All interested youth must attend the mandatory pre-fair weigh-in 
May 9, 2020. All youth must have their animals in their possession 
and registered through 4-H by May 9, 2020. No exceptions. For more information about the weigh-in, please 
contact Rachel Nocella at 315-788-8450 ext. 244 or rn278@cornell.edu.  

The 4-H Livestock Auction will be held at the end of the Jefferson County Fair July 11th at 12 PM in the 
Livestock Tent. For continuing updated information about the 4-H Livestock Auction, visit our website at 
http://ccejefferson.org/4-h-youth/jefferson-county-4-h-livestock-auction. 
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Camp School Days 2020 

In the early Summer of 2020, Camp School Days returns to 4-
H Camp Wabasso! Schools are welcome to bring their classes 
to attend this educational field trip before the school year 
ends. Camp School Days are available May 26-28 and June 1-
4, 8-12, and 15-19. Camp School Days offers programs for all 
ages with the 4-H Environmental Adventure and the 
Teambuilding Adventure. 

The 4-H Environmental Adventure is designed for students in 
grades K-6th. This adventure gives students the opportunity 
to experience educational programming with 4-H Rockets to the Rescue, Project WILD, Gardening & 
Composting, and Nature & Wildlife Discovery. Students will also have the opportunity to swim in beautiful 
Millsite Lake and play field games.  

The Teambuilding Adventure is for students 5th grade and up. Students will have the opportunity to 
participate in teambuilding activities and challenges on 4-H Camp Wabasso’s exciting Low Ropes Challenge 
Course. Students will be faced with hands-on group problem solving challenges and will have the ability to 
learn valuable life skills. Each adventure is facilitated by trained staff and/or lifeguards to guide students as 
they learn.  

Registration is limited to the dates above and must be received by May 15, 2020. To register, please contact 
Lisa Vaughn at 315-788-8450 ext. 261, or fax 315-788-8461 or email lgv6@cornell.edu.  

By Samantha Hollister, 4-H Program Educator 

The 2021 4-H Youth in Action application is now open! This program recognizes 4-H Youth between the ages 
of 15 and 19 who have grown to be confident young leaders in four pillar areas: Agriculture, Civic Engagement, 
Healthy Living, and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics). The 4-H Youth in Action 
program gives youth the chance to share how 4-H changed their lives, and how they were able to have an 
impact on others through 4-H.  

The final four youth selected will receive: 

1. A $5,000 scholarship for higher education. This can include two or four-year colleges, trade school, or 
other advanced opportunities for learning. 

2. An all-expenses paid trip to Washington D.C. to be recognized at the Legacy Awards in March 2021. 
3. An opportunity to be featured as a 4-H Youth Spokesperson and participate in a video shoot about them. 
4. An official letter of reference from the National 4-H Council President and CEO.  

Applications are due Monday, April 27, 2020. If youth are selected as a finalist, they will move on to the virtual 
interview process in June 2020. A final decision will be made in August 2020. The online application and more 
information can be found online at 4-H.org/YouthInAction. Please read the guidelines thoroughly and make 
sure you fully understand the requirements prior to applying. 
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4-H Environmental Science Club 

4-H Environmental Science Club has been busy participating in various 
citizen science projects over the past few months! At their first two 
meetings in September and October, youth conducted a water quality 
assessment of the Chaumont River in LaFargeville, New York. This 
involved surveying for macroinvertebrates, which are little critters that 
live part or all of their life cycle in the water. 4-H Environmental Science 
Club Teen Leader Liam Loveland taught youth how to use a kick net to 
catch macroinvertebrates, and how to measure dissolved oxygen content 
of the stream.  

In November, club members learned how to conduct a Hemlock Woolly 
Adelgid (HWA) survey at 4-H Camp Wabasso. HWA is an invasive insect 
that harms our native hemlock trees. Youth learned how to identify 
hemlock trees, conduct the survey, and recognize HWA. 4-H 
Environmental Science Club shared their results with the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation so that they can continue to 
monitor the spread of HWA.  

In December, club members dissected barn owl pellets and reconstructed 
skeletons to figure out what owls eat! Youth had to identify each bone 
and determine what critter it belonged to.   

In February, youth were able to visit Indian River Lakes Conservancy’s Redwood Hill Preserve. Executive 
Director Wylie Huffman led club members on snowshoes through the forest. In addition to placing a 
geocache and conducting another HWA survey, youth saw porcupine tracks in the snow and watched as a 
barred owl swooped overhead!  

This club is free and open to all 4th through 8th graders. We typically meet from 2 PM to 4 PM the third 
Sunday of every month. The next tentative date is May 16, 2020. For more information, or to register, please 
contact Sam Hollister at 315-788-8450 ext. 235 or sh2498@cornell.edu. 
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April/May 2020 Green Ink 
 

Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 

and Jefferson County, NY 4H  

4-H Farm and Home Safety Day 
 

Registration is now open for 4-H Farm and Home Safety Day! 4-H Farm and Home Safety Day is a field trip for 
5th graders in Jefferson County that takes place at Old McDonald’s Farm in Sackets Harbor. Students have the 
opportunity to learn about safety challenges unique to the North Country. They will participate in hands-on 
activities pertaining to farm safety, fire safety, dairy food safety, and more. This year, 4-H Farm and Home 
Safety Day is on May 19, 2020 from 9 AM to 2 PM.  

This field trip costs $6.00 per student, and adult chaperones are free. If your 5th grade class is interested in 
participating in this event, please contact Sam Hollister at 315-788-8450 ext. 235 or sh2498@cornell.edu.  
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