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The listing of any organization in this publication is strictly for informational purposes only and does not constitute 

an endorsement by Cornell Cooperative Extension of any of the products or services that may be offered by the 

organization. 

The material is sent for your information as part of the program for 4-H, Family Development and Commercial 

Agriculture by Cooperative Extension.  

For further program details, contact or visit our office, which is open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through 

Friday.  Please feel free to contact us at any time.  Our telephone number is 315-376-5270. 

Sincerely,  

 
 

Michele Ledoux 

Association Executive Director 

  

 
7395 East Road 
Lowville, NY 13367 
t. 315 376-5270 
f. 315 376-5281 
e. lewis@cornell.edu 
www.ccelewis.org 

Please contact the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Lewis County 

office if you have any special needs or are unable to pay. 
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Lewis County Agricultural Facts 

Dairy: In 2019, Lewis County cows produced 5.7 million gallons of milk. If all that milk was made into 
cheese sticks, that would be 78,136,000 cheese sticks.  

Beef: In 2017, there were 1,542 beef cows in Lewis County.  That would make 3,084,000 quarter pound 
beef patties. That’s a lot of burgers! 

Honey: To make 1 lb. of honey, bees must gather nectar from 2 million flowers. In 2017, Lewis County 
bees produced 4,380 lbs. of honey – those are some busy bees! 

Maple: In an average year, 50,000 gallons of maple syrup are produced in Lewis County. If all that syrup 
was turned into maple candies, that would make 16.8 million candies!! 
 

Through the Agriculture in the Classroom Grant, which began in            
September 2019, CCE Lewis County 4-H has had the opportunity to reach out to over 1,500 
students by providing educators with a blue-apron inspired educational tote. To accomplish this 
goal, the Food for Thought grab and go educational kit was designed and incorporated monthly 
agriculturally themed lesson plans for educators as well as the materials required to create an 
engaging hands-on learning experience for youth and educators alike. 



~ 4 ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Lewis County 

Awarded $100,000 NYS Farm to School Grant 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Lewis County is pleased to announce that it has won a NYS Farm to 

School Grant for nearly $100,000.  The Farm to School program is a signature Program of Governor 

Andrew Cuomo that is administered through NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets with a goal 

of getting fresh, healthy, locally grown foods into school cafeterias and educating students on nutrition 

and local food systems.  

The awarding of this grant is one of the key successes so far of the Lewis County Agricultural 

Sustainability Council, which was commissioned by the Lewis County Board of Legislators in July, 

2019.  The Council was established following a Dairy Roundtable Discussion attended by local, state 

and federal lawmakers, local agribusinesses and cooperatives, agencies and dairy producers. The 

economic impact of the dairy crisis is significant, and the ripple effects are felt throughout the local 

economy from agriculture related business to retail.  The Dairy Round Table produced 6 action items:  

1. Form the Lewis County Agriculture Sustainability Council comprised of producers, agriculture and 

dairy-related businesses, and local government officials 

2. Sustain the dairy sector while proactively fostering diversified agricultural production 

3. Explore possibilities of getting local products into key Lewis County institutions 

4. Strengthen efforts to engage our students in educational and career opportunities in agriculture 

5. Keep the community better informed by strengthening and aligning communications, marketing 

and advocacy for local agriculture 

6. Offer the possibility to pay taxes on a quarterly basis  

The Farm to School initiative is seen as key not only to getting local foods into Lewis County 

schools and institutions, as a way to get locally produced foods into a statewide distribution 

network that serves schools and institutions. This program will be working in cooperation with the 

North Star Food Hub, now operated out of Lyons Falls by James and Bethany Munn of Black River 

Natural.  This represents a key opportunity to foster dairy as well as other kinds of agricultural 

production by providing access to broader institutional markets. 

Grant funds will be used to hire a Farm to School Coordinator as part of Cornell Cooperative 

Extension, and will focus on 1) helping school Food Service Directors navigate the intricacies of 

ensuring their local foods qualify for the program, 2) working with producers to ensure their 

products are “school/ institution-ready”, and 3) working with teachers to help deliver curriculum in 

the classroom that teaches students about nutrition and food systems. 

The Farm to School Grant awards are very competitive. Out of 38 applications submitted 

statewide, only 16 were awarded. Thanks to excellent teamwork of Lowville Academy 

Food Service Director, Steve Fuller, New York Ag in the Classroom State Director,    

Katie Carpenter, James Munn of Black River Natural/ North Star Food Hub, Michele 

Ledoux and Robin Wendell-Zabielowicz of Cornell Cooperative Extension of Lewis 

County, we were able to put together a winning proposal.  Members of the Lewis    

County Ag Sustainability Council will be meeting shortly to determine the next steps. 
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NYS Beef Extension Educator of the Year  

Mellissa Spence, CCE Lewis County 
Congratulations to Mellissa Spence, 

Agricultural Outreach Educator at Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Lewis County for 
receiving the New York State Beef Producers 

Association Extension Educator of the Year 
Award. This award is given by the State 

Association to an educator who goes above 
and beyond to help educate producers about 

the Beef Industry.  Mellissa has organized 
and set up many different educational 

programs covering Beef Quality Assurances 
Programs for Producers, BQA for 

Transportation and a Marketing of your Beef 
Workshop. A Basic Cow Reproduction 101 

Course was done with Dr. Deanna L. Fuller of 
Countryside Veterinary Clinic which was very 

well received along with an All About Beef 
program held at Millers Meat Market, where 
producers were able to have a first-hand 

experience with seeing carcass quality and 
grading standards given by Dr. Mike Baker 

from Cornell University.  She has worked 
with the NYS Beef Industry Council to 

provide factual and helpful information not 
only to beef cattle producers but to 

consumers through county fair displays.  She has been very responsive to helping producers 
find valuable information that helps them stay on top of the latest research based 

information from Cornell University and other land grant universities.  For more information 
on beef programs in Lewis County please contact 315-376-5270, email lewis@cornell.edu or 

visit our website at ccelewis.org. 

 

Spread the word about the 2020 Into the Woods Forestry

Training Camp: March 29-31, 2020, Oswegatchie Educational Center 

This FREE 3 day, 2-night camp is a gr eat opportunity for students, ages 14 through 18, 

who want to learn the basics of forest management and timber production. 

Some workshops included are: 

 Sawmill Operation  

 Marketing of Wood Products 

 Chainsaw Safety 

 Maple Sugaring 

For more information: 

 http://www.oswegatchie.org/updates-blog 

 https://form.jotform.com/Oswegatchie/2020-forestry-training-participant- 

 or contact Bill Waite at wwaite@oswegatchie.org or (315) 346-1222 

mailto:lewis@cornell.edu
http://www.oswegatchie.org/updates-blog
https://form.jotform.com/Oswegatchie/2020-forestry-training-participant-
https://nysmaple.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=47f48c6bbd9056f07ea73959e&id=40cc274e3c&e=86c37d495a
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Cornell Cooperative Extension of Lewis County  

Hosted a Silage Truck Workshop 

Over twenty farmers an  d or custom 

harvesters recently attended a hands-on 

workshop getting them ready for the 

cropping season by having a 

presentation by Mr. Adrian 

Armpreiester, from the NYS Department 

of Transportation on making sure their 

Silage Truck was meeting the current 

regulations for the agriculture industry. 

By participating in this meeting farmers 

and custom harvesters were able to get 

the latest information for the upcoming 

cropping season. Mr. Armpreiester 

presented the current regulations for the 

agriculture industry covering the type of 

license you need for a semi-truck in a 

farm setting and meeting DOT 

compliances.  He also did a check of a 

local silage truck provided by Jeff 

Sullivan of JL Sullivan Farms for 

compliance during a physical walk-

around, explaining his reasoning to 

producers. Each farmer and custom 

harvester received handouts that will be helpful as they look at CDL requirements, NYS Covered 

Farm Vehicle and Driver License Class Descriptions. Cornell Cooperative Extension appreciates the 

help of the Lewis County DMV for providing these materials. If farmers or custom harvesters are 

looking for this information they can contact Cooperative Extension or the DMV. 

March 10, 2020 from 4-6pm   

Lewis County Education Center, 7395 East Road, Lowville, NY 

This program is designed to assist parents in helping their children adjust to parental separation 

or divorce.  

Topics will include: 

 identifying parent/child reactions to divorce. 

 developing skills for helping children cope. 

 post-separation parenting. 

 co-parenting versus parallel parenting. 

 communicating effectively between households. 

 identifying and managing stress for parents and children. 

There is a $75 fee per person. Please call 315-376-5270 for more information or to register.  
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/616148792743471796/&psig=AOvVaw2E78VlcSKr5Dvy_JWHe6Si&ust=1582762708682000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjYquX47ecCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Program occurs throughout New York State 
during the week of March 16th-20th 

Ag Literacy will occur throughout New York State during the week of March 16-20 and reach elementary 

students in Lewis County. The book will be read by volunteers and the effort is coordinated by Farm 

Bureau here in Lewis County.  Last year, 2,000 books were donated to school or classroom libraries and 

books were read by volunteers to over 75,000 thousand of elementary students throughout New York State, 

including almost 400 second graders in Lewis County. 

The selected book for 2020 is "Right This Very 

Minute" written by Lisl H. Detlefsen with art by 

Renée Kurilla.  We are often hungry "right this 

very minute" throughout the day for breakfast, or 

lunch, or a snack. But do you we ever think about 

what farmers are doing "right this very minute" to 

ensure we have safe, nutritious and delicious foods 

when we want them? 

Right This Very Minute: A table-to-farm book 

about food and farming connects the foods we 

find ourselves wanting during the course of a day 

to the work farmers are doing every day to grow, 

raise and produce our food. This book will take 

students on an explorative journey to trace the 

food on their plate back to its source- the farmer. 

The book highlights the story of agriculture with vivid illustrations and a community-centric story line. 

Students will understand the importance of agriculture as an economic driver in communities across New 

York, and develop an awareness for where their food comes from and its journey. 

Contributing nearly $2.4 billion to the state gross domestic product and covering approximately 7.3 million 

acres, agriculture is vital to New York State. The New York Agriculture in the Classroom Program is 

excited to feature a book that displays the unique markets and diversity that encompasses many aspects of 

New York's agriculture while also focusing on food production and how consumers contribute to 

agriculture. 

Volunteers will visit local elementary schools during Ag Literacy Week to read and talk to children about 

New York's agriculture industry.  At the conclusion of the day's activities, the book will be donated to the 

school library for students and teachers to use throughout the school year.   

Volunteer readers will be in classrooms throughout Ag Literacy week to share the book and then engage 

youth with an activity to help them understand more about the journey food takes to their table. At the close 

of the program, each school receives copies of the book for their library and teachers are provided with 

information on how they can continue with lessons in agriculture. This year’s books have been generously 

sponsored by the Lewis County Chapter of the New York Farm Bureau, who also provides books for all 

Lewis County school libraries and village librarians. The Agriculture Literacy Week Coordinator is Jen 

Karelus, who is also the Farm Bureau President of Lewis County, she can be reached at 315-486-8820. 

Visit the New York State Ag in the Classroom website at https://www.agclassroom.org/ny/  to learn more 

about statewide activities and to learn about agriculture-themed books that have been featured in other 

years. 

https://www.amazon.com/Right-This-Minute-table-farm/dp/1948898004
https://www.amazon.com/Right-This-Minute-table-farm/dp/1948898004
https://www.agclassroom.org/ny/
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Meeting the Continuing Education Requirements  

of FARM Program Version 4.0 
By Lindsay Ferlito 

Version 4.0 of the National Dairy FARM Program is now in effect from January 1, 2020, to December 31, 

2022. One of the changes to this version is the requirement of training and continuing education for employees 

as well as family member employees and owners. Version 4.0 requires continuing education in animal care and 

handling for those with animal care responsibilities, and job-specific training for the following topics if they 

apply:  

o Stockmanship 

o Pre-weaned calf care 

o Non-ambulatory animals 

o Euthanasia 

o Determining if animals are fit to transport 
 

If this requirement is not met for non-family member employees, it will trigger a Mandatory Corrective Action 

Plan (must be corrected in less than 9 months); and if it is not met for family employees and owners, it will 

trigger a Continuous Improvement Plan (must be improved upon within 3 years). While this new standard 

includes more paperwork, chances are you and your employees are already meeting the continuing education 

requirements; you just need to document it. Continuing education can be achieved in many ways, and most 

don’t require you or your employees to leave the farm. Below is a list of some examples of potential training 

and continuing education opportunities: 
 

• Working with industry specialists on-farm (veterinarian, Quality Milk Production Services, Cornell 

Cooperative Extension, etc…) 

• Dairy industry meetings 

• Job shadowing with experienced employees and management 

• Formal education (degree programs) 

• Reading articles (CCE newsletters, Hoard’s Dairyman, Progressive Dairy, etc…) 

• Watching webinars and training videos 

• National Dairy FARM Program training videos 

             https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3N-BiUEYldTTFtFhTQdEQg 

• Merck Dairy Care 365  

            https://www.merck-animal-health-usa.com/dairy-care-365 

• Cornell PRO-DAIRY webinars 

https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/webinars/ 

• Participating in the New York State Cattle 

Health Assurance Program (NYSCHAP) 

 

The FARM Program provides a template to help you 

record training and continuing education for each 

person and it can be found at 

https://nationaldairyfarm.com/producer-

resources/resource-library/. For help understanding the 

updates to FARM 4.0, for paperwork review, or a barn 

walk through, contact Regional Dairy Specialist 

Lindsay Ferlito (lc636@cornell.edu, 607-592-0290). 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3N-BiUEYldTTFtFhTQdEQg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3N-BiUEYldTTFtFhTQdEQg
https://www.merck-animal-health-usa.com/dairy-care-365
https://www.merck-animal-health-usa.com/dairy-care-365
https://www.merck-animal-health-usa.com/dairy-care-365
https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/webinars/
https://nationaldairyfarm.com/producer-resources/resource-library/
https://nationaldairyfarm.com/producer-resources/resource-library/
mailto:lc636@cornell.edu
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2020 Maple Weekend Northern Region 

Represents 176 Years of Sugarmaking 
It will soon be 2020 Maple Weekend 
time! Preparations are already underway 
for March 21-22 and March 28-29, 2020 
Maple Weekend open house events at 
18 sites in Jefferson, Lewis, Oswego 
and Oneida counties and at the 
International Maple Museum. A wide 
array of maple products from maple 
syrup, maple sugarcakes, and maple 
cream to maple floss, maple brown 
sugar, maple milk and more sweet treats 
will be available for purchase. Check 
details and directions at 
www.mapleweekend.com for sites that 
may be open only on Saturdays or one 
of the two weekends. 

Visitors to sugarhouses in this northern 
region of New York State will meet 
sugarmakers, enjoy sap-to-syrup tours, taste samples, and see how sap is boiled into syrup at 
ultramodern sugarhouses as well as one making maple for 99 years and one boiling sap since 1844. 

The participating sites, stretching from the foothills of the Adirondack mountains to Black River Bay, 
and Tug Hill to areas named for the steam engine inventor, a Central American country, and a 
Carthaginian Empire hero; and into the Mohawk Valley; represent more than 176 years of maple 
sugaring. A new participant in this northern region of New York State for 2020 is Silver Sap Maple in 
New Bremen, near Lowville, N.Y. 

A Maple Weekend Pancake Breakfast will be offered at the International Maple Museum, 7am-12pm, 
at 9756 State Route 812, Croghan 

 The 2020 Maple Weekend Lewis County sites are:  

 Castorland: Swiss'er Sweet Maple, 6242 Swiss Road, 315-346-1034. See and taste a Zehr family 

tradition from our trees to your table. 

 Copenhagen: Only on March 21 and March 28: Moser's Mapleridge Farm, 3981 Wilson Road, 

Copenhagen, 315-688-2518. A family tradition for more than 35 years. 

 Croghan: International Maple Museum, 9756 State Route 812, 315-346-1107. Pancake breakfast all 

four days 7am-12pm; it's all about the maple syrup! 

 Croghan: Moser's Maple, 9605 Croghan Reservoir Road, 315-486-7933. Where modern syrup 

production meets traditional candy making. 

 Croghan: Pierce's Sugar Spigot, 11603 Route 812, 315-543-2980. See how boiling raw sap from 

maple trees becomes sweet maple syrup. 

 Croghan: Only on March 21-22: Sterling Valley Maple, 9610 Croghan Reservoir Road, 315-586-

2599. Three generations making quality maple products. 

 Croghan: Yancey's Sugarbush, 7981 Long Pond Road, 315-346-6356. Draft horse maple 

production and old-fashioned family fun since 1844!  

 Joining in 2020! New Bremen/Lowville: Only on March 21-22: Silver Sap Maple, 8720 Mattis Road, 

315-221-0510. Visit a quaint, yet modern maple syrup operation. 

  

http://www.mapleweekend.com/
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Apps in the Classroom 

Agriculture and technology are becoming more important to each other every day. Help your students connect 

the two concepts by integrating some of these apps into your lessons. The following apps are recommended by 

New York Agriculture in the Classroom for people of all ages, inside and outside of the classroom. 

Agricultural Apps 

Journey 2050 

Journey 2050 takes students on a virtual 

simulation that explores world food sustainability. 

Using an inquiry based approach the program 

encourages students to make decisions and adjust 

them as they see their impact on society, the 

environment and the economy at a local and global 

scale. The students experience the lives of three 

farm families in Kenya, India, and Canada. As the 

student interacts with each family they learn the 

role of best management practices in feeding the 

world, reducing environmental impacts and in 

improving social performance through greater 

access to education, medical care and community 

infrastructure. This app is especially useful for 

classroom education. 

Cost: Free 
 

Farmers 2050 

Farmers 2050 is a virtual farm simulation that 

includes more commodities, exposure to careers, 

unique learning moments, videos of real farm 

practices and much more. Educational messages are 

incorporated to ensure that players understand the 

importance of feeding the world while balancing 

economic, social and environmental factors. This 

app helps children explore how science and best 

practices are used in agriculture to provide solutions 

that not only reduce hunger and poverty, but enhance 

environmental performance and communities. This 

app can be used as an extension of Journey 2050 so 

students can play and learn on their own outside of the classroom. 

Cost: Free 

 

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIvbvtzKrOAhVGGh4KHVIDD4oQjRwIBw&url=http://www.dgrin.com/showthread.php?t%3D145415&psig=AFQjCNEikUC-BblNI2Omjjn-KejQDLkYZA&ust=1470497666036136
http://www.journey2050.com/play-the-game/
https://www.agclassroom.org/ny/images/resources/apps/farmers2050.jpg
https://www.agclassroom.org/ny/images/resources/apps/journey2050.jpg
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Dairy of Distinction Applications 

are due by April 15
th
 

If you are interested in applying visit the following link 

www.dairyofdistinctionawards.com and then 

choose home, application.   If you have questions, please contact 

Mellissa Spence at 315-376-5270 or mms427@cornell.edu. 

 

4-H Dairy Youth Show Eligibility 2020 
1) All owned cattle must be personally owned and registered to the youth 

exhibitor as well as cared for by that exhibitor by no later than June 15 of 

the current year.    

2) All non-owned cattle must be designated in the youth exhibitor’s name and cared for by that 

exhibitor by no later than June 15 of the current year.  Non-ownership is not available to youth 

already owning registered dairy cattle.  Youth can either own or lease animals of the same 

species but not both. For example, a youth cannot own a Jersey and then lease a Holstein.    

3) A non-ownership certificates are available from county 4-H offices and 

http://4h.ansci.cornell.edu/resources/project-animal-forms/ and must be properly filled out and 

supplied along with registration papers to prove designation.  Youth are allowed 2 non-owned 

dairy animals of which both can be shown at the N.Y. State Fair if they have met all the 

qualifications.  Dual designation of animal(s) is not permitted.  

4) Dual ownership of a youth and a farm name is not allowed.  Dual ownership with another 

youth or person is not allowed.  Ownership with a syndicate are not allowed.   

5) NEW Exception: Dual ownership between siblings will be allowed as long as all of the 

following criteria are met:    

A) They are bona fide siblings (sister, brother, step-sister/brother, half-sister/brother, adopted)    

B) All siblings on registration paper of animal(s) are of 4-H age and regular members as of 

Jan 1st of the current year.  Cloverbuds are not eligible.  For NY State Fair: entries entered 

through FFA or endorsed by a breed organization representative will need to follow 4-H rules 

on age also for the Dairy Youth Show   

C) One sibling has to designate the animal as their project animal for the project year by June 

15th of current year by filing and completing animal identification form.   

D) Completed animal identification form(s) needs to be filed with appropriate organization 

(4-H Extension, FFA or Breed Organization) to state youth designation by June 15th. A copy 

of this form also needs to accompany State Fair Dairy Youth Entry form being mail to Dairy 

Youth Superintendent along with the other required documents stated on entry form.     

E) Designation cannot change during the program year and animal must be shown and 

exhibited by designated sibling.    

F) Bred and owned recognition can be given to designated youth as long as dual ownership is 

a current and legal partnership filed with breed organization.   

6)  No cattle may be entered or shown with papers pending.  

7)  All animals shown in the NYS Fair Youth Show must be registered by the Breed 

Organization of that animal.  

http://www.dairyofdistinctionawards.com/
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 Discover 4-H Junior Gardener 

 
This curriculum is to help fun, hands-on activities that teach basic plant science principles.   

Club Meetings: 

 Club Meeting 1 . . . . Basic Plant Science 

 Club Meeting 2 . . . . General Soils 

 Club Meeting 3 . . . . Planting Seeds /Propagation/Transplanting Basics 

 Club Meeting 4 . . . . Grow Boxes / Irrigation 

 Club Meeting 5 . . . . How Does Your Garden Grow? 

 Club Meeting 6 . . . . Plant Science Technology and Careers 
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 Monday Night Mind Blower 

4-H Workshops 

6-7 pm   

Cornell Cooperative Extension, Lewis County 4-H 
Lewis County Education Center, 7395 East Road Lowville 

 

Come to the Extension 4H Office – open to all 4-H members whether you are a club or 
independent member! Bring a friend, check out what 4H has to offer you! Come to one, come 
to all!  Please sign up the Friday prior to the event for accurate numbers (315-376-5270). 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 9, 2020- 6–7PM - ESCAPE ROOM: MUMMY IS HUNGRY! 

Host: Justine Lee 

“Oh no, the Mummy is loose and looking for food! Hurry and help us find him before 
he eats all your snacks! Calling all 4-Hers to join us on this fun adventure for the 
night, you will work in groups to find the mummy and figure out the clues before he 
can get to your food! Snacks and drinks will be provided through CCE.” 
 
 

 

 

March 23, 2020, 6–7PM - TROPICAL TERRARIUMS 

Host: Rob Bucci 

Enjoy a hands-on succulent workshop where you’ll create a one-of-a-kind terrarium 
in a large glass dish garden. Customize it with sand, pebbles, birch, moss & more. 
All supplies will be provided. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

April 6, 2020, 6-7PM - STEM: PEEP CATAPULTS 

Host: Justine Lee  

“We are traveling back in time to the historic ages of engineering, get ready to make 
your own catapult only using pencils and rubber bands! What will you be launching 
from this medieval designed machine? PEEPS! Those yummy spring marshmallow 
treats that everyone loves to eat! Come join the fun and see who can launch theirs the 
farthest! Snacks and drinks will be provided through CCE.” 
 

 

 

COME JOIN THE FUN AND LEARN SOMETHING NEW,  

THAT JUST MIGHT BLOW YOUR MIND!  
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Rachel Van Buren… 2020 NYS Junior Dairy Leader 
 Congratulations to Lewis County 4-H member, Rachel Van Buren, who was accepted into the 
New York State 2020 Class of Young Junior Dairy Leader’s.  This one-year program led by 
Deb Grusenmeyer of Cornell University, explores careers in the dairy industry along with 

hands-on experiential learning for a select group of youth ranging from 16-19 years old. The 
program presents youth with a realistic view and experience for the dairy industry as a 

viable, profitable and progressive business sector young people can look to for career 
opportunities while also building personal and professional skills.  Rachel traveled with the 

group to Wisconsin to attend the National 4-H Dairy Conference last October. They went to 
the World Dairy Expo, the National Dairy Shrine and on several farm tours.  

Rachel is pictured above… second row, first on the left 
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The Calf Scholarship Award Program is sponsored by the Lewis County Dairy Industry Building for the purpose of 
encouraging those who want to become involved with registered dairy cattle or purebred beef in Lewis County. Calves 
will be awarded to the applicant(s) who shows a strong interest and who has demonstrated the capabilities of 
developing the animal to its fullest potential. This award will be presented to the winner before May 31st.  Applications 
are due March 15, 2020.  

Name: ______________________________________________________ Age as of January 1st:                     
 

Address:                                                                                                    Please √ one:   Dairy  or   Beef                                                   
 

Phone Number:  Email Address:       

Please answer the following questions completely in the form of an essay. Typed applications preferred. Incomplete 

applications will be disqualified. 

1. What would a registered calf mean to you? 
2. What would be your plans for raising and showing this calf? 
3. Where would you keep this calf? On your family farm, or would you have to find a place to house this animal? If the 

animal would need to be housed on another farm, what is this person’s name and phone number? 
4. What are your goals and/or plans for the future? 
5. Do you belong to 4-H, FFA, or a breed club? If so, describe your activities in any of these organizations. 
6. Give a brief description of your experiences with farming. What are your responsibilities at home? 
7. Describe any dairy or beef related activities that you are involved in. 
8. What breed are you interested in? Please include first and second choice. (Cannot be guaranteed, depends on 

availability) 
9. What are your other interests outside of the dairy or beef industry? 

10. List the names and phone numbers of 3 references we may contact who are not related to you. 

Rules for Procurement of Award 

**Applicant must be at least age 10 as of January 1st of application year. 

**You do not have to belong to 4-H, FFA, or a breed club to participate. 

**You must choose a beef OR dairy calf.  New qualified applicants will be considered before previous recipients.  

**To apply for this calf award, you CAN presently own a registered calf. 

**It is suggested that you lease a calf for one year before applying  

**If you win a calf, you will be REQUIRED to exhibit it at the county fair for TWO consecutive years. 

If you do not exhibit the animal at the required fair, the Lewis County Advisory Committees will make a determination as 
to the placement of the calf. Applicant is responsible to find out in advance the requirements for entering at the Lewis 
County Fair, including entry deadlines and vaccination requirements for the show. Your county 4-H educator or FFA advisor 
may assist you. 

**If you happen to fall on financial hard times during the first two years while caring for this calf and need to sell the 
animal, The Lewis County Advisory Committees have first refusal rights on buying the animal. 

**If a decision is made by the committee that no applicant is qualified, no calf will be awarded. 

**If problems arise in the raising of this calf, The Lewis County Advisory Committees will be called upon to make the 
appropriate decisions regarding the calf. 

**There will be a follow-up to check on the calf after 6 months until the animal is two years old. "Should I be selected as 
the winner of the Calf Scholarship Award; I agree to abide by the rules set forth above by The Lewis County Advisory 
Committees." 

Applicant’s Signature required__________________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Signature required____________________________________________________________ 

Please mail your application to: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Lewis County 4-H, 7395 East Road, Lowville, NY 13367 

If you have any questions regarding this application, contact Cooperative Extension at (315) 376-5270  
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           Ithaca, NY 
ELIGIBILITY: 

Due to the hands on approach of the sessions, participation is limited to the first 70 individuals to enroll or 

March 18, 2020 deadline, whichever comes first. Youth who are 14-19 years of age as of January 1, 2020 

with an interest in dairy cattle are eligible to attend.  This year’s registration fee will include cost of the program 

activities, materials and dinner and lunch.  

   

OVERVIEW: 

Replacements heifers are an investment in the future of a dairy.  The 

heifer enterprise represents the second largest cost on a dairy farm second 

only to dairy feed.  The average age at first calving for Holsteins in New 

York is 21-22 months and 24 months across the breeds, with an average 

daily cost of $2.50.  Raising heifer cost 15 to 20 % of producing milk.  For 

every month that the Age at First Calving is delayed beyond the 22-month 

target, the cost to producers is about $100 per animal, primarily because 

of lost milk production opportunity and a loss in the number of days in an 

animal’s productive life.   

  

A quality dairy replacement program is a management system that consistently generates quality heifers 

efficiently.  Calving practices, newborn calf care, and feeding programs play a critical role in the management of 

a heifer-raising program.  Technical and analytical skill development in the areas of: Calf delivery, newborn calf 

care, colostrum management, and monitoring growth are necessary for assessing and optimizing the heifer raising 

programs potential. 

  

DAIRY DISCOVERY will be focusing this year's workshop on "Calf and Heifer Production 

Management".  Youth will understand, observe and participate in technical skill training related to such topics as: 

1.  Proper calving procedures and techniques                                      

Cow hygiene, using calving chains 

The first 30 minutes post-calving 

2.  Colostrum management & analysis of passive transfer 

Timing, quality & quantity 

IGS what is means and how to measure  

3.  Diagnosis of illness 

4. Analyzing the heifer program 

Growth: BCS, height and weight 

5.  Identification, biosecurity 

6.  Heifer economics 101 

REGISTRATION: 

The deadline for registration is Tuesday, March 18, 2020 or before if registration limit of 70 is reached. 

 The cost of the workshop will be $50 per Youth.  This fee includes activities, materials, dinner Friday night 

and lunch Saturday.  Registration forms should be signed by a Cooperative Extension Educator, FFA Advisor or 

Club Leader.  Cost for Adults accompanying youth is $15 and they will also need to complete the 

registration form on-line.  For more information, contact Rob at the office: 315-376-5270. 
   

 If you are interested in attending this workshop,  

please contact the office, 315-376-5270. 
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Saturday, May 2, 2020 - Cornell University Campus 

This year’s program will highlight dairy, beef, swine, and sheep topics. 4-H youth 9-12 years old or those with 

beginner to intermediate knowledge of the covered species are invited to participate. Interesting, educational, 

hands-on activities are planned to make Animal Crackers a memorable learning event. Participants will have the 

opportunity to learn about dairy or livestock care, biology, and management while having fun participating in a 

variety of interactive activities, with 4-H’ers from across NYS. 

DAIRY WORKSHOPS INCLUDE: 

Holy Cow:  Here’s your chance to feel a rumen in motion as you stick your arm into a fistulated cow. Learn 

more about how the most efficient “green machine” and rumen bugs work together.  

Liquid Gold: You’ve milked your fresh cow and now it is time to feed your newborn calf its colostrum. It 

looks good, but does it have enough antibodies to protect your calf from germs? The colostrum quality meter is 

here to help. 

Grooming for Greatness: Learn about clipping and fitting your calf for a show, visitors or just to make her 

feel like a million bucks. What should I have in my show bucket to make getting her beautiful easy? 

Repro Depot: Check out the repro tract and try your hand at artificial insemination. 

Yum – P You….Are These Forages Good for You: Our animals need good quality forages that taste 

good…..can you pick the best ones and why? 

Dairy or not Dairy….it’s a moostery: Will you be able to taste your way through and solve the dairy product 

mystery? 

BEEF, SHEEP AND SWINE WORKSHOPS INCLUDE: 

Holy Cow:  Here’s your chance to feel a rumen in motion as you stick your arm into a fistulated cow. Learn 

more about how the most efficient “green machine” and rumen bugs work together.  

Liquid Gold: You’ve milked your fresh cow and now it is time to feed your newborn calf its colostrum. It 

looks good, but does it have enough antibodies to protect your calf from germs? The colostrum quality meter is 

here to help. 

Grooming for Greatness: Learn about clipping and fitting your calf for a show, visitors or just to make her 

feel like a million bucks. What should I have in my show bucket to make getting her beautiful easy? 

Repro Depot: Check out the repro tract and try your hand at artificial insemination. 

Yum Yum – P You….Are These Forages Good for You: Our animals need good quality forages that taste 

good…..can you pick the best ones and why? 

Dairy or not Dairy….it’s a moostery: Will you be able to taste your way through and solve the dairy product 

mystery? 

There is a $15 per youth cost to attend the program - adult chaperones are free. Attendees are asked to bring their 

own lunch. Registration for the event must be done through your local Cornell Cooperative Extension Office and 

must be completed no later than April 24, 2020. All groups must have at least one chaperone per species track. 

Chaperones are asked to review the chaperone information sheet on the Animal Crackers website: 

http://4h.ansci.cornell.edu/events-2/animal-crackers/. Additional information about the event, as well as the 

Cornell University campus, can be found on the same website. Mark your calendars for one of the most exciting 

animal science programs of 2020! 

  

http://4h.ansci.cornell.edu/events-2/animal-crackers/
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Pheasant Program 
The Department of Environmental 

Conservation is once again 

distributing day-old pheasant chicks 

for rearing and release projects to 

qualified 4-H youth! 

Why raise pheasants? 

 Rearing pheasants is enjoyable, 

challenging and teaches youth 

responsibility 

 Released pheasants for fall 

hunting opportunity 

 People enjoy seeing and hearing pheasants  

This program is only offered to active 4-H members.  Each participant must take at 

least 25 chicks.   

The rearing and release of pheasants requires a great deal of responsibility by youth 

and a substantial time commitment.  Daily care to ensure there is adequate feed and 

water for rapidly growing chicks is needed.  The pheasants may be released no later 

than the end of the hunting season.   

For more information or to order please call (315-376-5270) or email Robert Bucci 

(rtb92@cornell.edu).  

Orders are due by Wednesday, March 18th. 
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  Cornell University 

College of Veterinary Medicine  
  

Open House 

SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 2020 

DOORS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FROM 

10:00AM- 4:00PM 
The students, faculty and staff of the Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine invite you, your 

family and friends to our 53rd annual Open House.  

Open House is our opportunity to share the joys of our profession with the community. Veterinary students 

and members of the faculty and staff host this annual event that provides a chance for those interested to get a 

closer look at veterinary medicine. We invite you to tour our college and learn more about our facilities, our 

equipment and what we do every day.  

Students, faculty members and staff will be on hand to answer your questions about a career as a veterinarian, 

a veterinary technician or an animal care specialist. Careers in veterinary medicine have traditionally involved 

working with dogs, cats, cows, horses, sheep and pigs. However, this rapidly growing field also provides 

opportunities to work in the animal health industry, government, armed forces and with many other species in 

zoos, wildlife refuges and developing countries.  

  

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES FOR 2020 
Events, Demos, and Tours 

 Ithaca Dog Sports Club Canine Agility Demonstration: 11am, 12pm, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm. Watch canine 

athletes run through an obstacle course and learn more about this fun owner-dog team sport - first come, 

first serve!  

 Raptor Flight Demo: 12:30pm in LH1. The Raptor Program will give their annual talk on our birds and get 

to meet them firsthand.   

 Teaching Dairy Barn tours every half hour. Tours are approximately 50 minutes. 

 Virtual Hospital and Animal Health Diagnostic Center tours 

  

For More Information:  

Contact the Office of Student and Academic Services 

Phone: 607-253-3700 

Email: vet_sas@cornell.edu  

  



~ 31 ~ 

 

 

  

  

 
 

 
 

Helping Hands 4H met in December and helped 4H make 

blankets and pillows and bags for the nursing home and then had fun 

taking them to the residents at the hospital.  

 

Helping Hands 4H had a fun skating time in January since many members were 

unavailable.   

Submitted by: Ilana Kampnich, News Reporter 
 

 

Think Summer… Mark your Calendars for the Lewis County 
Fair… July 21–25, 2020 

“A Celebration of Generations!” 

Entries are evaluated in the Youth Building on Friday, July 17 from 1-4pm.  

Entries must be submitted online by:   

 June 5 - for Youth Animal Entries  

 July 15 - for Youth Building Entries  

   at https://fairentry.com/Fair/SignIn/2861  

Clubs should start planning your display booth. Remember to 
reserve your “SPOT” early. Every club is encouraged to 

display in the youth building. Our goal is to have 100% 
participation. We can do it – TOGETHER!  

Animals must be in place on Monday, July 20 with ID forms due 
to the office by June 1 and online animal entries completed by 
June 5.  

Watch future newsletters for more information.  

If you have questions, please contact the 4-H office, 315-376-5270.  
 

January 2020 

Blue Jeans & Boots – Caleb Bush 

Small Animal Club 

Turin Tigers – Haily Walters 

 

https://fairentry.com/Fair/SignIn/2861
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 CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

  March 9 Escape Room 4-H Workshop; 6-7pm 
Education Center, 7395 East Road, Lowville, NY 

Justine Lee 
315-376-5270 / jal575@cornell.edu 

March 9 Farm Business Management Regional Office Hours 
Education Center, 7395 East Road, Lowville, NY 

Kelsey O’Shea 
315-955-2795 / kio3@cornell.edu 

March 10 Parenting After Separation or Divorce; 4-6 pm 
Education Center, 7395 East Road, Lowville, NY 

Kelly Kunz 
315-376-5270 / klk92@cornell.edu 

 March 10 4-H Cheese Sale Orders Due to 4-H Office 
Education Center, 7395 East Road, Lowville, NY 

Justine Lee 
315-376-5270 / jal575@cornell.edu 

March 14 Apple IPM Workshop, 10am-12pm  
Education Center, 7395 East Road, Lowville, NY 

Mellissa Spence 
315-376-5270/mms427@cornell.edu 

 March 14 4-H District Dairy Bowl, 8:30am-3pm 
Lowville Academy, State Street, Lowville, NY 

Robert Bucci 
315-376-5270 / rtb92@cornell.edu 

March 16-20 Ag Literacy Week 
Lewis County Schools & Libraries 

Jen Karelus 
315-486-8820 

March 17 Beekeeper Meeting, 6-8pm 
Education Center, 7395 East Road, Lowville, NY 

Mellissa Spence 
315-376-5270/mms427@cornell.edu 

 March 18 Pheasant Orders Due to 4-H Office 
Education Center, 7395 East Road, Lowville, NY 

Robert Bucci 
315-376-5270 / rtb92@cornell.edu 

March 21-22; 28-29 2020 Maple Weekend; 10am-4pm 
Lewis County Sugarhouses & Maple Museum 

Michele Ledoux 
315-376-5270 / mel14@cornell.edu 

  March 23  Tropical Terrariums 4-H Workshop; 6-7pm 
Education Center, 7395 East Road, Lowville, NY 

Robert Bucci 
315-376-5270 / rtb92@cornell.edu 

 March 25 & March 28 4-H Public Presentations; 3/25-4-7pm; 3/28-9am-4pm 
Education Center, 7395 East Road, Lowville, NY 

Justine Lee 
315-376-5270 / jal575@cornell.edu 

March 28 Get A Better Price at the Auction Barn, 11am-1pm 
NNY Farmers Marketing Co-op, Inc. 

Mellissa Spence 
315-376-5270/mms427@cornell.edu 

April 2 Food Dev. Safety & Reg. Compliance, 5:45-8pm 
Education Center, 7395 East Road, Lowville, NY 

Michele Ledoux 
315-376-5270 / mel14@cornell.edu 

 April 7, 14, 21, 28 and 
May 2nd 

4-H Tractor Safety Program, 7-9 pm,  
4/7 at 4-H Office remaining locations TBA 

Robert Bucci 
315-376-5270 / rtb92@cornell.edu 

April 14 Training Skills for Dairy Farmers, 12-4pm 
Best Western, Canton 

Tatum Langworthy 
315-788-8450 ext. 222 

April 15 Dairy of Distinction Application Deadline 
https://www.dairyofdistinctionawards.com/ 

Mellissa Spence 
315-376-5270/mms427@cornell.edu 

 April 18 Cornell Vet College Open House, 10am-4pm 
Cornell University 

Robert Bucci 
315-376-5270 / rtb92@cornell.edu 

April 20 Farm Business Management Regional Office Hours 
Education Center, 7395 East Road, Lowville, NY 

Kelsey O’Shea 
315-955-2795 / kio3@cornell.edu 

April 21 How to Adapt Beekeeping with Emma Walters 
Education Center, 7395 East Road, Lowville, NY 

Mellissa Spence 
315-376-5270/mms427@cornell.edu 

April 22 Brambles Workshop 
Education Center, 7395 East Road, Lowville, NY 

Mellissa Spence 
315-376-5270/mms427@cornell.edu 

 

mailto:315-376-5270/mms427@cornell.edu
mailto:rtb92@cornell.edu
mailto:315-376-5270/mms427@cornell.edu
mailto:rtb92@cornell.edu
mailto:kio3@cornell.edu
mailto:315-376-5270/mms427@cornell.edu

