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Things that should be in your Horses First Aid Kit

Thermometer
Scissors

Adhesive Tape
Sharp Knife

Gauze

Twitch

Anti Bacterial Soap

Cotton

Bandages

Rubbing Alcohol

Petroleum lelly

Epson Salts

Muscle Liniments

Wound Qirtinent

Colic Remedy

Veterinarians Phone Number

4 types of wounds and treatments

Incision

Straight FEdge Cut

Wash with antibacterial
soap
Apply dressing

Laceration

Tear with ragged edges

Best treated by your
vet.

Puncture

Sharp Pointed Object

Remove object
Apply dressing
Call your Vet.

Contusions

Bruises- may or may
not break sgin

Ice packs or cold water.
After swelling goes
down apply moist towel
with heat or hot water




aged and, gcncmliy lose interest hefore

fact remains that inexperienced riders are better
off with experienced horses. Selecting a green
horse with no training for a completely incxperi-

enced rider with the thought that they will leam =

together is a blueprint for failure. These situations
are frustrating .to the. riders. who will get discous-
their pewly
acquired skills enable them to-adequately train, 2
green hosse, :

HorS!a-anc_l\ Rider Combination

‘The horse and rider combination requires serious
thought. and’ consideration. Emphasis shouid be
pliced on the cvent oractivity in which the rider
wishes to participate.. If a person wants to ride
lunt, courses and jump fences, then a horse. with

“hunter”. type should-be sclecied. The horse |

should not only be wellmatched with the rider’s
ability, but also should be suitable for the purpost,
Any horse may make: a suitably trained horse, but
that same horse may: be inappropriate for ceriain
horse shiow: or cvent combinations.

-The.size of the horse in relationship to the rider

can also. be.addressed. Matching appropriate body
type of the horse.with the rider can be fun and
challenging. A-large man may not lock geod on a
small-framed stock horse in jumping events, but

put-him on; a large, Thoroughbred-type huater ane

lxe'll look great. Additionally,.a small pony may be
ah.agoeptable mount for a small chitd but would

not be acceptable for a larger teenager. ‘The horse

and rider team needs to be compatible to make a
good union of the pair. Size, suitability for pur-
pose, and level of training, must be considered
when matching horse-rider combinations.

How Much to, Spend for a Horse _

The key to. buying a horse, particularly your first
horse,. is. to: practice. moderation.- Even though a
family or person. may be able to afford to spend
virtually any. amount of money for a horgz, it is
still wise to purchase one in a moderzate price
range. Many good horses can be puicuased for
$1,300 to $3,000. The horse's level of training will

play a major role in determining its price. A bet-

ter, more expensive horse can be purchased later
if the situation warrants a change, But just
because a horse has a $25,000 price tag does not
mean it is a great horse. Conversely, many “chenp”

horses make exaellent mounts and provide a
learning opportutity and fun for a rider.

it is advisable to grow, step-by-step, into a horse prd

ject. Howevey, it will cost as much to maintain a
cheap horse as an expénsive one. Determine how
I: wirency an be spent for a horse and search for
icaisic horees ‘i that price range. Do not become
svayed by Buh tressure sales pitches to spend addi-
tional money above the preset limit. Most people
can find a suimile horse in their price range if they
are willing to wosk at finding the horse.

By eed or Brecd “Type Selectlon :

The breed or brecd-type of horse has to- be
selected based on the prospective biyer’s inter-
csts. Many people will select horses based on the
type of event in which they want to. participate,
sy breeds of horses are wellsuited to trin or
use for pleasure riding. However, if an owner
wWAnts [0 picicipate In western events at hor_se
shows, they should.select a breed with traits and
attributes suited to these classes. These breeds or
bazedrtypes should be of stock horse origin such
as Quarter Horse, American Paint Horse, Palomino,
Appaloosa or even a Pony of America (POA). . -

Those interested in hunter events could select
ons of the aforementjoned breeds; however;
Thoroughbred-types are typically used on the
nies-jumper ciccuitt. Warmbloods such as
vEancvetians and Trakehners are also used success-
fully in jumping events. Arabians, American
Saddlebreds or Morgans may alse be used for
many events but are typically show horses.
However, Arabians are very competitive in traif
imd endurance trail rides. Many of these breeds,
with proper traiaing, can perform in dressage
competition,

‘Wﬂking or rackingtype horses may also be used
as show or plasure mounts. These gaited-type
arses are more predominant in certain regions of
i county. However, in recent years, Tennessee
VWalking Horscs, Racking Horses and Spotted
vaddle Horses have increased in popularity.

‘Those who want to race horses may select 2 horse
from many of the breeds. Horse racing today is
present in many forns and is not just limited to
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LOCATR NG AND BUYING
THE RIGHT H ORSE
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Will Rogers ence said, “The outside of the horse i
good for the inside of man” This féeling is shared
today by miany hogse owners. Exploving a niew
tiail; ‘completing'a difficult hunt cowrse, or teach-
ing a’foal to lead are experiences that hapgen
daily in'the lives of horse owners, The relationship

betweeén 4 horse and rider can be unpardlicled if

the right horse is chiosen. But how do vou find the
“RIGHT” Horse? ‘This- chapter will assist prospce-
tive hoise owiérs 1iot only in locating but select-
ihg the inost appropnatc horse-for thelr neéds and
desires. What hay bé surprising is how many con-
sidérations and: questions need to be evaluated
when selecting a Tiovse,

Ageof Rider

Thé agé of the rider must-be considered when
pi"‘xl‘chﬂsfﬂgj a hotse. The rider's agé and size can
have a: profouﬂd influence on his or her abitity o
tiiakea orse perform, For instiunce, 4 child's phys-
ical limitattons in many cases will influence the
size’dnd level of training souglit in a prospective
putchase. Normally a 15-year-old would be Lettér
ablé to handlé a Jarger, lessitrained horse than 2 7-
vear:old. ‘The primiary consideration of age is ‘he
physical attributes nccessary for the succes:{ul
enjoyment of a horse,

Expetictice of the Rider

Equally impottant as age is a rider’s exporience
Many aceomplished youth can capably muanay
and ride horses that would be inappropriaie
for adults-who lack’ experience. Generally,

just because they are older A highly trained, 'well-
heoken horse may be perfect for an nexperieniced
ridder tut may be “boring” for an experienced rider
who wrants to provide at least some level of teiin-
ing to the horse. Experience will play a major role
it drstermmmg the nght horse for any gwen uder

It may also be beaeficial for thc prospective buyer
10 takid riding lessoiis for about 30 days before pur-
chasing a hofse. Mauy people biy a liorse before
learning to ride, but lessons can lielp 4 prospec-
tive buyer décide if they really want a horse.

Age of the Hoise :
Another important considesation in selecting the
vight hogse is the age of the horse. First, the hotse's
age must be consistent with the desires-and experi-
ence of the rider. An experienced rider may want
to show of train a young hotse, while a young
horse: would be totally mappmprmte for-an’ inexpe-
ricnced handlec: In this mistanice; a matdre; older
horse would forinally be more suitable for the inex-
perieaced rider: However, selecting 4 horse solely
based on age'could be a problem. Jast becduse a
anrse is mature does not mean it is 4’ suitable
facunt. Although an exdct age cannot be given,
norses from-five to ten years of age dre generally
preferred for novice or first-time 1101'sc owuers.,

The Horse’s Level of Traulmg
When selecting a mount, the level of tmmng oty
in fz, the experience of the horse is a considera-
tion tHat should be given highi priority.’ Geénerally
spealing, the inexperienced rider should select a
nighly tramed horse. However, this important con-
cept can be taken too far. For example, many pit-
ens ixve paid large amounts of money for profes-
sionafly trained horses. This in tself is ot bad,
However, the extra money p2id for a harse
that can perform sophisticated maneivers

children are often considered to be inexpe-
rienced riders, but today many adults with
absoldtely no prior experience are buying
Hotses: It is incorrect to assume that an
adult can handle a horse better than a youth
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may be negated if the rider is nablé to cap-
italize on that level of trainirg, Typicaily, the
horse’s level of training will decrease to the
zider’s experience unless the rider advances
his or her level of training. Nonetheless, thie

Sprinp, 1959



Thoroughbreds. Quarter Horses, Avabians, Paints
and Appaloosas also race on the {las, while hur
ness racing continues to be pepular with
Standardbreds, both pacing and totting. Potential
horse ‘owner's who simply want to breed and race
should conisult a préofessional blood stock ageit
atid seleet bréeding: stock based o their intaroe:
and the future use of the offspring,

Daily and Monthly Expenses

‘the initial purchase price of a horse may be
insignificant compared to the routine nREAnagement
costs. The horse owner must be prepared for the
daily and'monthly expenses. 'The primary expense
to horse owners are feed and board, However,

these ‘experises mdy vary tremendously depending
on wliére the hofsé is boarded. If the horse is

maintainéd on'the owaer's properiy then obvious-
ly board costs would be minimal. {f pastuce is
available, feed costs also would be reduced. Tor!
feed-and bodrd costs required by boarding stables
could:range from-$150 to $600 per month
dépending on amenities anid locations. Additional,
montiily ‘costs would include health and farcier
scrvices, grooming aids, tack and equipment, aa:l
possibly insurance. It is critical that the prospee-
tive buyer fully understand the costs involved ir:

mammmmg a horse Prior 1o the initial prire has@

Another sig'nificant consideratior that must e
addressed is showing the horse. Showing horecs
can be very expensive and requives financial andt
time management, Although fancy, expensive
horse-trailers and towing vehicles may not he
required, the fact remains that ihe horse has to get
1o the'shaw: Therefore, the hotse will have to S
hauled ¢reating an eéxpense. Moveover, to “fit in”
with the show crowd, certain show tack, equip-
ment and attire must be purchased requiring adidi-
tional expense. Furthermore, entry rees can be
costly depending on the show. Consult a friend or
a‘professioml in the area who is carrently shov-
ing to determine & typical horse show budget.

Registered or Unregistered (Grade) Horse

Horse'owners that wish (o show in breed or regis-
tered shows must purchase a registered hosse. To.
example, if a prospective owner wiants to show in
approved American Quarter Horze showys, the
owner must puichase a horse registered in the

Amaifean Quarter Horse Association. Similag situa-
tiorss exist for most other breeds and horse show
associations, such as the. American Horse Show
Association. Many of the associations require: dwn-
cts w be members in order to sliow or transfer
horses. Requiremerts can be obtained froim e1c11
Hferent association or rcglsiry

The vight to exhibit in breed shows is oily one
advantage of ownitig 4 registercd Horser Most
breed associations publish a- breed: jouthdl: that
lists show dates and locations, informative articlés
about horses and muany other items related to
wes2s. Owners indicate they feel mord a part of
ihe horse mdustry =;1mply by ownmg a rcglstcrcd
horse

Many people purchase a grade or unregistered
horse o begin with and eventually graduate to a
segisterad hotse: Sonte purchase a grade horse ini- -
tially because of the perceived Iower cost of tlie
grade animal. Registered horses do' not autoniati-
cally cost more than their grade counterparts,
however. Often times registered horses may: be
Awnd in the same price range as grade horses, -

When purchasing a vegistered horse; the buyer
must be aware of the currént recorded owner

- which is shown on' the registration papers. ‘The

regigtration papers simply identifya“specific
horse. If the person selling the horse and the
recordzd owner shown on the registration papers
are different, appropriate transfer information and
documentation must be obtamed pr101 to com-
oleting the tmnsactson

Additiopal information shown on the registration
papers will help the owner identify the horse.
This information will include such things as foal-
ing date; three to five generations of ancestry,
ideatifying white markings, scars, brands, initial
avener and breeder, and, in many. cases, previous
cwneres. Also, neck or lip tattoos, registiation. ram-
bes and sexewill be shown on the papers.

(,9101' i :

For many people selecting a horsc, co]or is a‘deter-
wiring factor. Most people are able to purchdse
their colof preference within most breed or breed-
lypes. However, the buyer that makes a purchase

i
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decision.hased strictly on color severely restricts
the pool.of horses that are available for sale,
Converscly; the less restrictive a prospective huycr
is about coat colog; the greater his or her chaaces
are of finding the right horse. However, if a buyer
warits.to show Palomino horses, for example, then
it will fypically take more time and miles o Fasl
the appropriate mount, In some breeds or Prced.
types; ¢certain.colors: may be discrirmnzated a AnEE
thercfore,. it would. be advisabie to rescarch thoac
possibilities prior to purchase. A breeding program
‘based solely-on: color can.produce discouraging
results. Ifa person breeds for color and develops a
market plan. for a;specific color or color pattern,
the. marketability of the offspring can be greatly
reduced if the color is not obtained. Theretore, an
alternate market plan should be developed to
accommodate for non-colored horses.

Color-breeds; such as Palomino and 3uckskin, wili
provide-an exeellent opportunity for the owaer o
exhibitithe hotse. For example, a 4-H youth witha
Paloming horse could exhibit.in. approved
Palomine and -Ametican Quanrter Horse Shows, as
well as 4-H:and open shows. Of course, this
would -only be true if the Palomino was double-
registered in both the Palomino Horse Breeders of
American . and - American - Quarter . Horse
Associations.. Color breeds simply provide another
alternative for.the owner to be invalved swith
other; peoPlc and horses. -

Sex of the I—Iorsc

Sex of the horse is-an important conb:dermou in
horse sclection. Obviously, if a-buyer’s goal is o
eventually establish a breeding program, then
mares and stallions must be purchased. Normaily
staliions do not make good mounts for amateurs
and youth. Many of the youth asscciations, as well
as-4-H, do not allow youth to ride or exhibit stal-
lions. Additionally, they are not recommended for
1rail or.pleasure riding because of the potential
danger they present to the rider, as well zy other
participants.- Mares and geldings are certainly the
preferred choices for pleasurabte, obedient
horses, Many people prefer geldings over mares
particularly for novice or youth mounis duz to
possible erratic behavior related to mares’ esirus
cycles, Geldings are generally more consistent
with behavior. and performance. However, many

mares can be successfully ridden on the tril and
shown without any problems,

‘a‘vheu: to Get a Horse.
One of the many questions 1fsked by a potentﬂl
icrse owner is “Where.do T find a horse?”. Although
srod horses can be found and purchased in; many
erent locatiors and scttings, local breeders are a
seond phee to st the scarch. An established breed-
er can provide information and is often a good
soutce of quality horses, Likewise, aten trainers often
have conpections to good horses that are for, sale,
Horse agents; tvaders -who buy and sell horses, may
also assist in horse selection. Traders are often, times
overlacked as resource people because of the.per-
ception- that they only have horses with problems.
315 is not true. Reputable traders or agents have
assisted many peonle who are extremely happy-with
{peir purchases. e

duction sales provide another readily available
source of horses to prospective buyers. However,
simply going to an-auction sale and buying a horse
can be “risky” Although many quality horses are
sotd everyday at auctions, the faw governing these
sales is “Buyer Beware.! Boarding stables provide
an alternative for purchasing a horsé..Although
the boarding stable may not directly be involved
in sclling horse, many of the boarders may want
o scll thein antm als o1 they may konow of .some-
1t else whao do

someone who specifically wants a show horse
should consider going to. horse shows to look for
the right horse. The buyer can identify horses that
mity be for sale and observe their performance
and behavior during an.actual show. This provides
the buyer with firsthand knowledge of a Horse's
ability to performn under show conditions.

Many horses are also: sold through classified and
uiier pdvertisements in newspapers, breed jour-

s and other horserelated publications.

Don't forget vour human resources. Veterinarians
often provide invaluable information to prospee-
tivz buyers about client horses that may be for sale
and other horzes in the immediate area,
Additionally, many veterinary clinics provide
clients with a bulletin hoard to list borses to buy or
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sell, County extension agents, state horse specinl
ists and Department of Agriculture marketing spe-
cialists are also good resource people. Extension 4-
H leaders and even 4-H members are often very
willing 1o provide assistance in finding hotse solu-
tions. These people make excellent resource pee-
ple because, in most cases, thers is no financisl
consideration tied to their selections or advice,

Pre-Puichase Examination

A must consideration for the prospactive hoise
buyer is a pre-purchase examination to determine
the overall soundness and health of the horse
prior to the transaction. The cxamination shouid
be made by a veterinacian with experience in pre
purchase examinations and who has had no previ-
ous business with the seller. Pre-purchase exami-
nations will be covered in detail in another seg-
ment of this Horse Industry Handbaok. In cddition
1o, the pre-purchasc exam, the buyer may sequest
records of previous vaccination aud deworning
schedules, as well as a comgplete health record of
the hoese: Fhese records will be easily obtained
from horse owners who have maiataincd an
appropriate horse health progrum,

Suggestions to Help Find the Right Horse
Take a professional with you to help sclect the
horse, Just like a realtor can assist the home buyes,

a professional in the horse business can assist 1he

prospective horse owner. Do not underestimate
the value of professional help in selecting a hovse.

Make an unannounced visit afier a horse has beea
identified as a prospect. Honest horse owners wil
not be offended by a surprise visit 1o see a hoise iov
the second or third time. Initially, 2n appointment
must be made and agreed to by hoth parties. It is a
good idea to evaluate a horse that may not havz
been ridden close to the previous appoiatment tims.
This prevents an owaer from giving 4 horse exiz
work prior to a visit so that it will puriorm betier

Try to spend some time alone with the horse. ‘the
more the horse is handled prior to purchase, ths
more likely a corgect decision will be made. Tas
horse’s disposition and agtitude can be more 2asiy
determined when the two are slone together. tis

_is applicable both on and off the horse. just

watching the horse in the stall sy give the buyer

an huddication of its stall mannexs such as stalf walk-
ing or cribbing. A prospective bu‘yer can aIso
chserye éatitig habits.

Take some’ time to tic up the horse. Thé horse
should be tied up and, if possible, crosstied in an
aisle o évaluate a horse’s ability to stand tied.
Even chough' this may scem to be insignificant, a
hotse that-will dot stand tied will have Imited use
and is a definite candidate lor a trip to'the veteri-
narian due to injury. Simply watching a horse's
maaners while tied is extremely important,

Ifave the owner ride the horse first. Do not
attempt to ride a horse without witcliing some-
one ride the horse first, preférably the owner, A
trainer riding a horse may make the horse appear

to have more training that it really has: Try to'see
e basse ridden as fresh as possible withoutlong-

ing. This an give the buyer ail indication of dispo-
sition and level of {raining. In addition; watch the
Liorse’s dctions as the horse is taken away from the
bars. Maixy horses do- not want to leave the: barn
arez. Ahese horses are reterred to as “bam sour.” ‘

VWhile riding the horse during the’-éVaIuation
phase, make the horse sweat. Give the horse:a
good workout. Some horses are fine durifig @ light
1ding sesSion bl‘lt becomc very-ill'mfrnner'éd 'a'n“d
Wt.)u‘uu.[. Do not try © ovcrwork the horsc, just a
good strong riding session will do. ~

Loz and trailer the horse. Some hoises will fiot
willingly load in a trailer. This will severely limit
their usefulness since most activities requice trai-
lering, B is also a good idea not only to foad but
actyaily to trailer the horse for a short period of
time to see how the individual behaves in transit,

Askc questions, Do not be afraid to ask the oswnér
appiopriate questions. bOme of the questzons
eould include:

1. Why is the owner sclling the horse?
2. 18 the horse easy to handle when being
rritnmed or shod? Also obtain the faruer 5
siame to verify the response.
. Is the horse casy to clip or trim and bathe?
. How much training has the horse had?

[
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5. What aids and cues are uscd to. make the

-+, horse perform? :

+ 6. Could the buyer see a copy of the horse’s
show record?

- 7. Does the horse have any unusual quirks?

Try: to, work: out a: lease or leasc -purchase pl 1l -
for the hoise. Some owners. are wiliing to lease

in lielr.of selfing, particularly.if the owner is hav-
ing a hard-tinje sclling the horse. This provides a
great. way: to ftest drive” a harse before a large
expenditure is made for a horse that may not be
sczt:shc_tory

Smmnat'y ST S PRSP

Any, prospeetive; horsc owner must first; dcude
one miajor; question: “Are you willing. to make a
comimitment?”: Becommg a horseowner is not
simply-a, financial. «commitment, but a total
cominitment. to: provide for:the physical and
mental well-being 'of a horse. If the answer is
affirmative;.the-buyer can then start the decision-

-making: process -to, decide and respond to consid-

erations. posed -in this acticle, such as where to
keep the horse, breed or breed-type, sex, age and
level. of trainipg.: Thmughout the entire sclection

.process.jthe buyer-must remember that, there is
Bils) pcrfec;; fiorse; Many horscs may be acceptable,
‘but the purchaser. must select the one that is right
for.him.or. her. However, in orvdet to select the

right horse,.the.buyer must do the nece ssary
"homework” to Jocate and buy the horse. If this
process were easy, everyone would have the

PERFECT HORSE. -
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