
        By Sue Gwise, Horticulture Educator 

Another invasive insect is on the horizon.  We’ve 

been keeping an eye out for the spotted lanternfly 

(SLF) since 2014 when it was found in Pennsylvania.  

It has since been found in several locations in NY 

(Monroe County would be the closest).  Luckily, in all 

cases, the insects were dead and were brought into 

warehouses via interstate shipments.  There is 

currently a New York State external quarantine in 

place in parts of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, 

Maryland and Virginia.  Live infestations have been 

found in those areas.   

                    

As you can see from the photo below, the spotted lanternfly could easily be mistaken for a butterfly or moth 

due to its large size (one-inch long) and colorful wings.  It is not a ‘fly’ at all- it is actually classified as a 

planthopper.  For all the entomologists out there, it is in the Homoptera order of insects which also includes 

other nasty plant pests like aphids, whiteflies and mealybugs.  

Native to Indo-China, the spotted lanternfly 

gathers in large numbers and feeds on 

plant sap via its straw-like mouthparts.  As a 

result, sap will weep from the wounds 

attracting wasps and ants.  This feeding 

activity stresses and weakens the plant. 

Host mortality can occur in 2 to 3 years.  As 

the SLF feeds, it produces a sticky waste 

called honeydew.  This coats the plant 

leaves, and a black mold will begin to grow 

on the honeydew.  This interferes with 

photosynthesis, further weakening the 

host.  What makes SLF so scary is its 

preference for several commercially 

important plant species including grapes, 

apples, stone fruits, hops, maple and pine.   

The adult spotted lanternfly is quite striking.  The forewings are grey with black spots; the wing tips are 

speckled in black.  The hindwings are scarlet red with black and white bands.  The stout abdomen is yellow 

with black bands and the legs and head are black.  The immature insects, or nymphs, are black with white 

spots- red patches develop as they mature. 

continued... 

Spotted lanternfly adult Source: Michigan State University 

Immature Stage           Source: Adirondack Almanak 
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Females will lay their eggs on any smooth surface 

including stone, siding, vehicles, lawn furniture and toys.  

The egg masses are about an inch long and look like a thin 

layer of cement.  Initially grey and mud-like, the masses 

become dry and cracked.  These egg masses are not 

obvious.  As a result they easily transported to other 

locations.  SLF females also seem to have an affinity for 

laying their eggs on rusty metal (think railroad cars).  The 

SLF is a hitchhiker in all of its life stages! 

Although their favorite host is the tree of heaven or 

Ailanthus altissima, they are known to feed on 30 native 

woody plant species, notably the sugar maple, which is 

their favorite native host. There is some thought that the 

SLF may need to feed on Ailanthus in order to mature its 

eggs.  If this is the case, NNY might be somewhat 

‘immune’ to SLF since Ailanthus is not a common tree in 

the area.  Research on this question is currently 

underway. 

 

 

If you encounter one of these insects, get a photo.  Better yet, catch it and place it in alcohol or in the freezer 

for preservation.  Contact the SLELO PRISM, Cornell Cooperative Extension, or NYS DEC for confirmation. 

 

Some local Spotted Lanternfly Hosts: 

Sugar maple   Black Walnut  Plum 

Red maple   Hops    Cherry 

Grape    Willow    Basswood 

Apple    Staghorn sumac  Dogwood 

Birch    Blueberry   Pine 

Sycamore   Aspen    Oak 

SLF Swarm on tree trunk                Source: Natural Lands 


