
        By Sue Gwise, Horticulture Educator 

Pollinators that visit the campus of Jefferson Community College will find a paradise.  Since 2015 the college 

has installed six pollinator gardens as part of a commitment to create a sustainable campus.  These pollinator 

friendly gardens contain 21 different species and the largest garden (in front of the Jules Center) is home to 

exclusively native plants. 

Director of Facilities, Bruce Alexander, has plans to add more gardens this summer with a focus on bio- 

swales.  These gardens will be planted with salt tolerant pollinator species and will provide ecosystem 

services by filtering runoff water from pavement before it moves into the Black River.  “The main entryway to 

campus will be transformed with bio-retention medians, porous roadway shoulders and educational 

signage…” 

The JCC campus has also been recognized by the Arbor Day Foundation as a Tree Campus USA.  This 

designation must be applied for on an annual basis and JCC has received recognition every year since 2012.  

In order to be chosen a campus has to meet several standards including the establishment of a tree advisory 

committee, the creation of a campus tree care plan, and participation in Arbor Day events.  Through a grant 

from NYS DEC, an urban tree management plan was developed by Certified Arborist Jordan Elliot of Bill Elliot 

and Sons Tree Service in Adams Center.  

Of the current population of trees at JCC, 1,497 have been inventoried.  Many of the species present on 

campus serve as food plants for the larval stages of beneficial pollinators like moths and butterflies.  These 

trees also provide the following ecological benefits on an annual basis: 

 They remove 770 pounds of pollution from the air. 

 They store 569 tons of carbon. 

 10 tons of carbon are sequestered. 

 29 tons of oxygen are produced. 

 39 thousand cubic feet of runoff is prevented. 

 Energy savings by buildings is $828. 
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In addition, the campus has 3 miles of wooded trails that are linked to the City of Watertown River Walk.  

When you include these wooded areas, the campus is home to several thousand trees. 

“I’m so pleased that Jefferson has, once again, been named a Tree Campus by the Arbor Day Foundation,” 

said Dr. Ty A. Stone, President of Jefferson Community College. “Our commitment to a sustainable 

environment and eco-conscious campus has never been more important. We are so thankful for the 

partnership with the City of Watertown. The work that has been completed on campus would not have been 

possible without the Urban Forestry Grant funds from the New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation.” 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County  

and Jefferson County, NY 4H 


