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SLENDER FALSE BROME Brachypodium sylvaticum

by Lisa Marie Gee

Slender False Brome is an invasive perennial grass native 
to Europe, Asia and Northern Africa. It has been identi-

fied in the U.S. and more specifically in NYS in Genesee, 
Dutchess, Tompkins and Onondaga Counties. It could be in 
other areas, but because it looks similar to other grasses it 
may often go undetected. It is prohibited in New York State 
and has no approved biocontrol agents.

It is found in the forest understory, open grasslands and at 
the edges of hiking and deer trails. It can grow at ele-vations 
from 200-3500 feet. It is unpalatable to wildlife and can 
thrive in full sun to shade. This grass grows in large clumps 
or bunches and does not appear to be rhi-zomatous. It may 
displace threatened and endangered plant species. It will 
thrive in a variety of soil moisture situations but also does 
well in drought-stricken areas.

Slender False Brome has broad leaves that are bright green 
and up to 0.5 inch wide. There can be fine white hairs on 
the edges of the leaves and lower stems. It first emerges in 
the spring, and April-May is the best time to hand pull or 
dig up the clumps if in a small area. It can grow to a height 
of 2.5 feet. A floppy flower spike will appear between June 
and September which is a pale green color. Once the seeds 
are mature hundreds will be released and they will stay in 
the seed bank most likely longer than one year. Seeds can 
be dispersed by humans, equipment and wildlife. It can 
reproduce from seeds or root fragments when cut, and will 
re-sprout from a stem. In the fall the grass will die back and 
could cause an in-creased risk for a fire hazard.

Management of this grass can be cultural, chemical and 
mechanical. In an area of known infestation, it is good 
practice to clean your boots, vehicle tires and equipment 
before leaving the area. Systemic herbicides may need to 
be used, and it is suggested to rotate products so the plant 
does not build up resistance to the products. Al-ways read 
the labels on the herbicides to make sure it will treat what 
you are trying to get rid of, apply at the appropriate rates 
and utilize the appropriate personal protective equipment. 
Repeated mowing in June, before the seed has set, may 
help control this grass. As men-tioned before, if there 
are small patches, hand pulling/digging can be done, but 
make sure to remove the whole root system and stems or 

regrowth will occur. It may take several years to eradicate it 
completely. If pulling out/digging, bag and solarize all the 
plants before disposal.
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