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I have been so blessed to be able to work at CCE Yates the last
couple of years; Yates County has the best youth, families, and
volunteers ever. I am going to miss being your 4-H educator very
much, and hope that you all have amazing 4-H experiences in the
years to come.
You all have made my time here truly unforgettable. I love
seeing how much you all learn, grow, and push yourselves to do
better. I will be back to help out with different things when I am
able to. In the meantime, I hope that each of you take advantage
of all of the opportunities that are available in 4-H. Remember,
you are the one responsible for what you get out of life. Your
attitude is your choice, so make sure you choose a good one. The
world needs you!

It makes me very sad to be leaving, but I know that you will all
have a great year and do amazing things. Don’t forget to practice
your public presentations, study your horse bowl questions,
complete your surveys, and turn in your paperwork on time! I
hope you all have a fantastic New Year. I am going to miss each
and every one of you.

Love,
Tammi Jo
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If you haven’t done so already, please don’t delay
in handing in your 4-H re-enrollment paperwork.
These forms include the 4-H 2019/2020 4-H
Enrollment Form, Medical Release Form, and Code
of Conduct/Acknowledgement of Risk Form.
These forms are available on our 4-H website or at
the 4-H office.
Late enrollments will be accepted with an
additional fee prior to April 1st but all youth must
be RE-ENROLLED in 4-H by April 1st to enter
project(s) (animal or exhibit hall) in the fair.
• New 4-H members must be enrolled by April
1st to enter an animal in the fair, but may enter
Exhibit Hall items, so long as they have
completed 6 hours in a project area and hand in
their Project Certification Sheet.
• Enrollment fees paid after July 15th will be
credited to the next 4-H year.
Late fees for Re-Enrollments (new enrollments are
accepted throughout the year)
• Late (1/1-4/1) Resident: individual $30, family
$45
• Late (1/1-4/1) Non-Resident: individual $40,
family $65

Welcome New 4-H Members

We have a few new members we
would like to welcome to Yates
County 4-H! You may have already
seen them at recent workshops or
meetings. Please help me in
welcoming the following new
members…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Miriam Manning
Maxximus Manning
Leto Manning
Clover Manning
Argon Manning
Carter VanDelinder
Ethan VanDelinder
Garrett Lilyea

4-H T-Shirts

In need of a new 4-H t-shirt? We have a
limited number of t-shirts available.
Contact the 4-H office to check on styles
and sizes. Once we clear out our inventory
a bit, we will have a contest to design a new
t-shirt!
Please Share Your Photos
If you have photos of Yates County
4-H’ers at events/club meetings/etc.,
please share with us at the 4-H office.
We use them in Dates for Yates, online,
and at Achievement Night. You can
email them to us or even just bring your
memory card, and we’ll grab them off
of it. Thanks!

Update Your E-mails
There are many times when the 4-H staff has
news, information, or reminders to share with
members and leaders in between issues of
Dates for Yates. Please make sure we have an
updated email address or you! Just drop us a
quick line at jja26@cornell.edu with your
current email address at your convenience.
Thanks!
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Tallman Funds Available
If you’re looking for money to further or
enhance your 4-H experience, think about
applying for the Clarence Tallman 4-H
Memorial Fund. Money from the fund can
be used for (1) Supplies or equipment for a
4-H project, (2) Education or (3)
Leadership training for service. Recipients
shall pledge to do something for another
person or group, in the future, as a return
of the investment made in him/her. Most
recently, funds have been used by Laura
Bagley to attend the 4-H Horse Roundup
in Kentucky, Blaise Cox for training to
become a Jr. archery instructor for the
shooting sports program, and Cadence
Spence to purchase tied fleece blanket kits
that other 4-H’ers helped make to donate
to Christmas for the Needy. Do you have
a project idea that you can in turn use to
serve others, but you just don’t have the
funds? Contact the 4-H office for an
application!

4-H Teen Group Accepting New Members
Are you 13 years or older and interested in
community service and hanging out with other teens
in Yates County? Our 4-H Teen Group meets
approximately once a month (usually at the Yates
County Office Building), with a focus on community
service projects and fun teen-centered activities.
We’d love to have you join us! Contact Jen at the
4-H office for more information.

Save Your Public Presentation Posters
Save Your Public Presentation Posters! After
you have completed your Public Presentation
you can enter your poster in the fair for
evaluation and you can also sign-up to deliver
your presentation at the Yates County Fair and
State Fair to earn premium points! Also, when
you are done using your poster for
presentations, you can donate it to the 4-H
office to be used as an example at future Public
Presentation Trainings! Contact the 4-H office
for more information on public presentation
opportunities and donating your poster for
training.

Youth Farm Bureau Memberships
The New York Farm Bureau Young Farmers &
Ranchers (YF&R) program has been working to
develop future agricultural leaders by becoming
more involved with youth in FFA, 4-H and at
agricultural colleges. There are Collegiate
Chapters of New York Farm Bureau at Cornell
University and SUNY Cobleskill. By involving
these agricultural youth, the Young Farmers and
Ranchers Program can foster new leaders for not
only their program and New York Farm Bureau,
but for the agricultural industry as a whole.
Student memberships are available for members
who are between the ages of 16-21.
4-H and FFA members who are high school
juniors and seniors and collegiate students with an
agricultural major are eligible for a
complimentary NYFB student membership.
Visit https://www.nyfb.org/programs/young-farmersand-ranchers/student-membership for more
information.
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Winter in New York is a beautiful time of year! Unfortunately, it is
also unpredictable. Some 4-H program events for the coming year
are included in this mailing. Since programs are scheduled in
advance and we have no way of predicting “good” winter days, we
ask that you bear with us during the next few months and expect last
minute cancellations of meetings and events as deemed necessary.
Please use the following guidelines to help make the most of our 4-H
winter programming:
•
•
•

•

If CCE closes during normal business hours due to inclement
weather, all evening meetings are cancelled.
If the decision to cancel an event or meeting occurs during regular
business hours, people who have pre-registered will be called.
If the Penn Yan Central School District cancels after school
activities, 4-H after school/evening activities will also be
cancelled.
If CCE has been open all day, but a night meeting is to be
cancelled, an announcement will be made on WYLF 850 AM and
WFLR 96.9 FM/1570 AM.

Sometimes the weather and road conditions turn hazardous after the
office is closed. Sometimes the weather is bad in one part of the
county, but not another. Use your own judgment when deciding
whether to travel. If you decide not to attend, please contact the
event coordinator.
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January 2020
4-H at Penn Yan Library – Tuesday, January 7th

Kick off the New Year with 4-H at the Penn Yan Library. Join us at 3:00 pm on January 7th to
make your own smoothie. We’ll learn a bit about smart drink choices and the hidden sugar in
many drink options. Then everyone will have a chance to create their own smoothie! This event
is FREE and open to all youth 5-19 years old.

Public Presentation Practice– Thursday, January 30th

4-H Public Presentations are just around the corner. If you haven’t done so already,
start thinking of your topic, organizing your presentation, and planning your visual
aids! You can find more detailed information on this event in the Public Presentations
section of Dates for Yates. Don’t forget to hand in your registration form by January
15th and then join us on the 30th from 5:30-6:30 pm for a 4-H Public Presentation
practice. Get some tips and experience before the big day to help make your
presentation the best it can be! Register with the 4-H office by January 27th.

Parent and Leader Meeting to be Held in January/February – Day TBA

We will be holding a 4-H Parent and Leader meeting in January/February. An e-survey will go out the
beginning of January to select a date. Please contact Jen if you weren’t at the last meeting and would like to
attend in February. We will be discussing upcoming programming including public presentations, the
spaghetti dinner fundraiser, and 4-H programming for the New Year. Any 4-H parent or volunteer is
welcome to attend. Leaders are strongly encouraged to attend.

February 2020
Pretzel Workshop – Sunday, February 2nd

Have you ever wanted to make your own soft pretzels? Join us at the 4-H office for a
delicious pretzel-making workshop on Sunday, February 2nd from 1:00-3:00 pm. We
will learn how to make pretzels and then enjoy our hard work! This event is open to
youth 5-19 years old. Youth 5-7 must be accompanied by an adult. There is no cost
for 4-H members. Non 4-H youth are welcome to attend for $5.00. Register with
the 4-H office by January 27th. Space is limited!

4-H at the Dundee Library – Wednesday, February 5th

4-H will be at the Dundee Library on Wednesday, February 5th. Join us at 3:00 pm to
make your own smoothie. We will learn a bit about smart drink choices and the hidden
sugar in many drink options. Then everyone will have a chance to create their own
smoothie! This event is FREE and open to all youth 5-19 years old.
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Spaghetti Dinner at Elks Lodge – Wednesday, February 12th

Everyone will receive a packet of 4-H Spaghetti Dinner information with tickets to
sell shortly. Please let us know if you do not receive a packet, or if you would like
more tickets. The dinner will be held on February 12th at the Penn Yan Elks Club.
Watch your mail, tickets and more information will be sent out shortly after the New
Year. Please find the sign-up sheet in the back of this issue, fill it out and return with
your ticket sales. We need many helping hands to make the event a success. There are
jobs for everyone, and the public enjoys seeing our teamwork from Cloverbuds,
Teens, and Parents! Plus, helping out at the Spaghetti Dinner is also a requirement for
the 4-H Award Trip.
If you are unable to attend the dinner, but would still like to help, contact the 4-H office and we will find
something that you can do. Thank you for your support!

Public Presentations 2020– February 11th, 18th, & 22nd

Public Presentation Registrations are due January 15th. A late fee of $5 per
family will be applied to registrations turned in after January 15th. A copy of
the registration form can be found at the end of this issue of DFY. Please refer
to our website for rubrics on each type of presentation. You will also find
other helpful presentation information there! If you would like more
information or resources, contact the 4-H office. After registrations are
received, we will be contacting you with your scheduled presentation date. If
you have any questions, please contact the 4-H office. Don’t forget to…
PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE!

Great Backyard Bird Count– February 14th – 17th

Attention All Birders!! The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is a free, fun, and easy
event that engages bird watchers of all ages in counting birds to create a real-time
snapshot of bird populations. Participants are asked to count birds for as little as 15
minutes (or as long as they wish) on one or more days of the four-day event and report
their sightings online at birdcount.org. Anyone can take part in the Great Backyard Bird
Count, from beginning bird watchers to experts, and you can participate from your backyard, or anywhere
in the world.” Count birds in your backyard, local park, or wherever you spot a bird, and submit your
observations online at http://gbbc.birdcount.org/.

Remember to put out your bird feeders early so you have birds to count for the Great Backyard Bird Count
in February. Go online to Cornell’s Lab of Ornithology website for all sorts of information on birds. Or
visit for details on how to take part in this important and valuable count at: https://www.audubon.org/
conservation/about-great-backyard-bird-count.

Interested in learning more about birds or completing other types of bird related 4-H projects? Consider
taking photos of birds or try drawing a bird. Contact the 4-H office for more information or other ideas.
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Shooting Sports Instructor Training – February 21st—23rd

Yates County is in need of more 4-H shooting sports instructors.
Two trainings are held every year to certify instructors. The
winter training will be February 21-23 in Ballston Spa, Saratoga
County, NY. Disciplines typically offered include: Archery, Air
Pistol, Coordinator, Hunting/Wildlife, Living History,
Muzzleloading, Rifle, and Shotgun.

A spring training will also be held June 5th-7th at 4-H Camp
Wyomoco in Wyoming County. Disciplines typically offered at the spring training include; Archery, Rifle,
Air Pistol (Shotgun & Coordinator) as needed.
If you are interested in being certified to provide 4-H Shooting Sports workshops in Yates County, the cost
of the training is provided. Transportation to the training may also be arranged. Yates County 4-H
Shooting Sports instructors are asked to provide at least 6 hours of direct programming a year for a preferred
term of three years. Contact Jen at the 4-H office if you would like more information on serving as a 4-H
Shooting Sports instructor.

Teen Winter Weekend – February 2020

This is an annual event sponsored by the Lewis County 4-H Teen Ambassadors. It’s held each year in midFebruary at the Oswegatchie Educational Center in Croghan, NY.
Event details for 2020 have yet to be released, but picture cross country skiing,
snowshoeing, hiking, and a variety of indoor hands on workshops. The cost is typically
$70.00 per youth participant and per chaperone, but may change slightly for this year.
Youth must have reached their 13th birthday by January 1st, 2020. The registration
deadline is the end of January, so contact Jen if you’re interested in attending. More
information to come. Scholarships are available to help offset costs and if we have
interested youth, we will be looking for a parent chaperone to attend.

Horse Bowl Practice– TBA

4-H’ers have started preparing for District Horse Extravaganza! 4-H’ers will meet in January and February
to study for Horse Bowl and Hippology. These events are open to any 4-H member interested in learning
more about equine science. Check your E-Blasts for more information, dates TBD.

March 2020
District Public Presentations—Saturday, March 28th

Save the date! Finger Lakes District Presentations will be held at Livonia Central School
on Saturday, March 28th. Evaluators at County presentations will make
recommendations as to whom they believe would be good candidates to move onto
Districts. Ultimately, it is up to the 4-H’er to decide whether to take that next step. If you
are hoping to advance to the district competition, please mark this date in your calendar.
More information will be sent to those who qualify. Good Luck!
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April 2020
S.T.A.R.R. – April 24th-26th

Save the date! This year’s State Teen Action Rep Retreat will be held April 24th–
26th, 2020. All 4-H teens are invited to attend this weekend long event at the NYS
fairgrounds, packed with fun leadership activities. Funding is available to cover
the cost of registration. Please contact Jen if you would like more information.

Celebrate Service, Celebrate Yates – April 2020

Volunteers from across Yates County will come together in mid-April
to help make a positive difference in our community. Volunteers are
needed to help paint, clean, repair, build, and clear trails throughout
Yates County. For the past few years, we have had a 4-H team take
part in this countywide day of service. While this year’s day has not
yet been announced, please keep this opportunity in mind and contact
Jen if you would like more information when it is available. As a
participant, you will be helping local, non-profit organizations and agencies, as well as community
members. Watch your 4-H e-blasts for more information.

Summer 2020
4-H Career Explorations – June 30th – July 2nd

Every year, Cornell University opens its campus for a three-day
event to help youth learn about potential career opportunities and to
familiarize them with campus resources. This event is open to youth
entering grades 8-12 and will take place June 30th – July 2nd, 2020.
While an exact price has yet to be determined for 2020, the
registration is about $200 per participant. This price includes dorm
housing, meals in the dining hall, and a variety of hands on
experiences in an area of the participant’s choosing. Yates County
does offer scholarships to help cover the cost for our 4-H
participants. Full scholarships may be available.
To learn more about the event visit, http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/
events/Pages/CareerEx.aspx.
2020 registration will open mid-February and additional information
will be available soon! Contact Jen at the 4-H office if you’re
interested in attending.
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Finger Lakes District Dairy Bowl – Saturday, March 7th

The Finger Lakes district dairy bowl competition will be held on March 7th in
Midlakes. Yates County has had limited participation in this event in the past, but
would love to send a team this year! Please contact Jen if you would like to take
part. We can work to form a team or look at a neighboring county for a team to
join. Resources and study information can be provided!

Horse Extravaganza - Saturday, March 7th

Horse Extravaganza is an event composed of Horse Bowl and Hippology. Horse
Bowl, is a quiz bowl contest (with buzzers) based on horse related knowledge.
Hippology, is a hands-on written quiz event composed of multiple stations where
participants answer questions based on equine health and nutrition, diseases,
equipment, etc. This year’s Horse Extravaganza will be held on Saturday, March
7th, 2020. Registration for the event is due Mid-February. Please contact the 4-H
office if you would like to participate.

NYS 4-H Horse Save the Dates

Visit the NYS 4-H Horse Page for more information on horse events!
• 2/11- Equine Hospital Tour at Cornell
• 3/7- Finger Lakes District Horse Extravaganza at Midlakes School
• 3/10- Equine Seminar 7pm @ Cornell and available virtually - Equine Protozoal Myeloencephalitis (EPM)
• 3/28- District Horse Communications @ Livonia Central School
• 4/14- Equine Seminar 7pm @ Cornell and available virtually – Equine Pasture Management
• 4/18- NYS Horse Bowl @ Cornell
• 5/12- Equine Seminar 7pm @ Cornell and available virtually– Gastric Ulcers
• 5/30- NYS Horse Communications @ Cornell

March Dog Madness – Sunday, March 22nd

March Dog Madness is an annual conference for adult and teenage 4-H volunteer
leaders interested in canine science. This program helps community leaders
understand and practice principles that they can take back and share with 4-H members
at the local level. Adult and teen leaders gain networking skills, exchange ideas and
have an opportunity to work together in a university setting. All interested staff,
adults, and teen 4-H leaders are invited to attend this one-day information packed
program. This year’s event will take place March 22nd, 2020 in Middletown, NY. For
more information, visit https://4h.ansci.cornell.edu/events-2/march-dog-madness/.

Guernsey Calf Scholarship

The Calf Scholarship Award Program is sponsored by the New York State Guernsey Breeders
Association for the purpose of encouraging those who do not presently own Guernseys to become
involved with the Guernsey Breed. A purebred Guernsey Calf will be awarded to the applicant who
shows interest in the Guernsey breed and who has demonstrated the capabilities of developing the animal
to its fullest potential. Applicant must be age 9-15 as of January 1st of the application year. You do not
have to belong to 4-H, FFA, or a breed club to participate. Applications are due March 1st, 2020 and the
award will be presented to the winner at the New York State Guernsey Breeders’ Annual Meeting in
April. Please contact Jen for an application.
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DEC Pheasant Rearing Project

The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) is once again
distributing day-old pheasants chicks for rearing and release projects to
qualified 4-H’ers. Youth wanting to take part in this project must have
an adult oversee the project. Why take part in this opportunity:
• Rearing pheasants is enjoyable, challenging, and teaches youth
responsibility
• Released pheasants offer fall hunting opportunity
• People enjoy seeing and hearing pheasants
If you’re interested in this opportunity, please contact Jen at the 4-H office. Requests for chicks must be
made before March 25th, 2020.

Dairy Discovery – March 27th and 28th

The annual Dairy Discovery program provides New York youth with fun, hands-on science
oriented learning experiences on dairy production and management topics, which feature the
unique facilities, industry professionals, and staff of Cornell University. Youth 14-19 years old
are eligible to participate. There is a $50 per youth cost, which covers handouts, materials,
dinner and activities on Friday and lunch on Saturday. The chaperone cost is $15, which covers
meals. Lodging is not included in the fee. Contact Jen for more information.

Cornell Vet School Open House – Saturday, April 18th

This is a FREE, family focused event that take place at the Cornell Vey
School each year. This year’s event will be April 18th, 2020 from 10 am –
4 pm and is a wonderful opportunity for anyone interested in animal
science or veterinary medicine. With a variety of lectures, exhibits and
demonstrations, youth and adults of all ages will find something that
interests them. Popular exhibits include the equine treadmill, dog agility
demonstration, animal pathology show and tell, petting zoo (including
exotic animals), and teddy bear ER.
For more information, visit: https://www2.vet.cornell.edu/education/doctor-veterinary-medicine/currentstudents/activities-and-events/open-house

Animal Crackers – Saturday, May 2nd

Mark your calendars for this year’s Animal Crackers event, May
2nd, 2020 at Cornell University. This annual event targets 4-H
youth 9-12 year old or youth with beginner to intermediate
knowledge in the highlighted species. This year’s species will
include dairy and livestock. Hands on activities in each highlighted
species will be available. This is a great opportunity for 4-H’ers
interested in the species highlighted.
Attending this event will fulfill your educational requirement for dairy or livestock at the county fair! For
more information or to register, please contact Jen at the 4-H office.
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Just a few reminders for those of you looking forward to the 2020 Yates County Fair —
July 6th-11th, 2020.
1. All returning 4-H youth must be re-enrolled in 4-H by April
1st to be eligible to participate in the Yates County Fair.
2. All new 4-H youth who have spent at least 6 hours in a 4-H
project area and have handed in required fair paperwork by
the current year’s deadline (will be advertised in the spring
of 2020) may exhibit in the county fair.
3. April 1st - All youth planning to bring an animal to fair must
start a 4-H project in their planned area. This includes
returning 4-H members and new 4-H members.

4. May 1st—Horse Certificates are due to the 4-H office for all
youth planning to exhibit a horse.
5. May 15th— Project animals must be owned by this date in order to be eligible for exhibit at the Yates
County Fair.
6. If you are showing an animal you do not own, you must fill out a non-ownership form. This can be
found on our 4-H Yates County Fair website, (http://yates.cce.cornell.edu/4-h-youth/yates-county-fair)
and must be turned in with your advanced entry (2020 due date TBA).
7. Animal Record Books are required for each species a youth is exhibiting and must be handed in with
advanced entry form. There are separate record books for Cloverbuds and regular 4-H’ers. The 4-H
Record Books are in the process of becoming species- specific. New record books have been created for
horse, dog, rabbit, dairy cattle, and alpaca. If you are showing another species, please fill out the general
record book. 4-H record books can be found on the 4-H website.
All animal science exhibitors must participate in at least 1 educational event (workshops, training, etc.) in
each species they plan to exhibit at the fair OR enter a vet science educational exhibit in the exhibit hall
(poster, scrapbook, diagram, etc. on an area of animal science you have learned about this year. One of the
above requirements must be completed for each species you plan on entering in the fair.
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The Great New York State Fair is a great way to show people from all over New York the benefits and opportunities
offered for youth in 4-H. We would love to have 4-H members and clubs represent Yates County this year at the State
Fair. Yates County is the middle rotation this year, from August 26th- 29th. See below for more details!
•

•
•

•

Teen Leaders - Youth 13-19, can help in various ways throughout the Youth Building! Including: Fashion Revue,
Poultry Science, Dairy, Horse, Robotics, Project Evaluation, GPS/GIS, Shooting Sports, Rabbits, Livestock, Jr.
Iron Chef, County Booth Displays, Horticulture, Dog, Goat, Photography, and the Activity Zone! This opportunity
is a great way to help State Fair run smoothly. Teen Leaders assist with State Fair Youth Building activities for
6hrs/day, and receive a $12 premium/day.
Youth Leaders - Youth 9-12, can learn what it takes to be a Teen Leader and assist in their County Booth or the
Activity Zone. Youth leaders assist with State Fair Youth Building activities for 3hrs/day, and receive a $6
premium/day.
Junior Superintendents (JSs) - This position is designed to be an educational experience giving older 4-H’ers an
opportunity to learn workplace skills, team building, and people skills. They work alongside 4-H State Fair
Program Coordinators and Superintendents to help fair run smoothly. There are JSs positions in several animal
science areas as well as the Youth Building. JSs need to be 16 years old or over, and need to complete a written
application and possible a phone interview. First year JSs will only be scheduled for one week, and a few full
length shifts may be available for returning JSs. A premium of $40/day will be given to those who adequately
complete their responsibilities.
Group Action Booth! - 3 or more youth and 1 adult can sign-up to host an activity in their County’s booth during
their rotation and earn a $20 premium

Special and Unique Exhibit/Contest Opportunities Exhibitors in the following classes will receive Exhibitor Premiums
after competing if they submit a participant summary form.
• Public Presentation - 4-H members 8-19 years old will receive an exhibitors premium for registering to present
their public presentation at State Fair. You are required to complete a participant summary form in order to receive
your premium.
• General Public Presentations/Demonstrations - 4-H youth 8-19 can showcase their talents using any type of
presentation style! Including: demonstration, illustrated talk, speech, recitation, dramatic interpretation, song, or
dance to showcase their particular skills and abilities.
• Produced in New York - Open to youth 8-19 years of age. Opportunity for youth to demonstrate food preparation
skills while promoting recipes featuring New York produce! Participants will be evaluated on demonstration,
product, and menu plan. Contact the 4-H office for more detailed information.
• NYS 4-H Chicken & Turkey Barbecue Contest - Open to youth 14 years old and over. Youth must be preapproved to participate.
• NYS Fair 4-H Egg Preparation Contest - Open to any 4-H member who has been pre-approved to participate.
• Jr. Iron Chef Challenge - Open to any 4-H youth age 10-19. Youth compete in a Jr. Iron Chef Challenge that
typically involves finding a fair food and making it into a healthier alternative. Contact the 4-H office for more
information.
• 4-H Robotics Challenge - Open to 4-H youth 8-19 years old. (Cloverbuds are not eligible) Must enter as a team of
at least 3 people. Teams use programmable robots to solve tasks. Participants creatively apply the engineer design
process and use robot construction and computer programming skills to solve the tasks as a team.
Youth who will need to stay overnight have the opportunity to stay in the Youth Building dorms supervised by an
approved chaperone from the county. If you would like more information on the dorms contact the 4-H office! Also,
more information/opportunities will be available when the State Fair books are released, stay tuned for details!
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Who Wants to go to 4-H Camp?

Believe it or not, now is the time to start planning for summer camp! There are many options, so how do you know
which one to attend? When? How much will it cost? Each 4-H camp has its own unique programs. The only way to
figure out which one has what you’re interested in is to visit the site below and read more about them! Don’t want to
go far from home? Camp Bristol Hills is right in Canandaigua! Love horses? Camp Wyomoco offers horsemanship
camp! Want to visit another part of the state? How about Camp Shankitunk in the Catskills? Check them all out at:
https://nys4-h.org/new-york-state-4h-camps/. If you do not have the internet, the 4-H office has brochures from
many camps. Also, here is a brief description of each camp, alphabetically, below:

Location

Region

Activities

Bristol Hill

Finger Lakes

One-week resident camp sessions for grades 3-8 and day camp for grades K2. Shorter overnight Sprout Camp for grades 1-3. Featured activities include
shooting sports, GPS Explorer, horsemanship, natural sciences, ropes
courses, and CIT.

Dorothy P. Flint

Long Island

Eight one-week sessions for ages 8-15. Stayover weekends available.
Featured activities include canoeing, kayaking, farming, horsemanship,
fishing and ropes courses.

Hidden Valley

Finger Lakes

One week sessions for ages 8-18. Stayover weekends available. Day
campers accepted. Spring Weekend, sneak preview and family camp
sessions also available. Activities include canoeing, archery, swimming,
crafts, drama, and CIT.

Overlook

Adirondacks

One week sessions for ages 8-19. Shorter Cloverbud Camp for ages 6-8. Day
campers accepted. Adirondack adventure for older campers. Activities
include canoeing, sailing, fishing, shooting sports, ropes course, and CIT.

Owahta

Central New
York

Resident camping for ages 8-14 and day camp for ages 6-14. Six one-week
sessions. Each week has a special theme. Featured activities include
canoeing, fishing, deck hockey, horseback riding, and biking.

Peconic Dunes

Long Island

Resident and day camping available for ages 8-15. Activities include
canoeing, kayaking, fishing, archery, outdoor living, and sports. Camp Sea
Wolf is a special environmental stewardship camp.

Shankitunk

Catskills

Weekly sessions for ages 8-15. Featured activities include fishing,
backpacking, archery, rocketry, woodworking, ropes course, and CIT.

Wabasso

1,000 Islands

Resident camp for ages 8-16 with shorter sessions for ages 6-8. Day campers
accepted. Special theme weeks and in-depth programs including fishing
camp, tae kwon do, and soccer camp.

Wyomoco

Western New
York

Weekly sessions for ages 8-16. Special in-depth themes sessions offered.
Activities include animal care, horsemanship, science, outdoor skills, sports,
creative arts, and CIT.
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4-H Residential Camp Scholarships Available

Once again, we are pleased to be able to offer camp scholarships
for the 4-H residential camps in New York State. 4-H Camp is a
wonderful way to learn new things and make new friends. If you
have attended a camp in the past two years, you will receive a
brochure directly from that camp. We have a few brochures to
other camps here at the office. Now is the time to be applying.
Noted below is the policy for scholarships.

4-H Camp Scholarship Policy for Yates County 4-H Members

4-H Resident Camp Scholarships are available to all active Yates County 4-H’ers, including Cloverbuds, who
are enrolled by January 1st of the current year and have attended at least 5 club meetings (independents must
have completed at least one project) during the current year, October 1st - September 30th.
•

4-H members in good standing are eligible for 4-H Camp Scholarships.

•

Scholarships are awarded based on family need, as well as youth involvement in the 4-h program.

This year, we have additional funding for 4-H Camp Scholarships and will be accepting applications on a first
come first served basis. Applications will be accepted until funds run out. The sooner you hand yours in, the
better chance you have of receiving a scholarship!

Scholarship applications can be obtained through the 4-H office and scholarships are funded at the discretion
of the 4-H staff based on the above criteria.
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Yates County 4-H’ers and Volunteers Receive Honors at Annual Achievement Ceremony
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Yates County held their annual 4-H Achievement Ceremony on
Sunday, November 3rd, in the auditorium of the Yates County Office Building. 4-H’ers, leaders, parents,
and volunteers were honored for their hard work, accomplishments, and dedication to the Yates County
4-H program. Congratulations to the following award recipients:
Stepping Stone Awards are presented to 4-H’ers who have learned a new skill or have stepped out of
their comfort zone to try something new. The following 4-H’ers received Stepping Stone Awards:
Laura Bagley, Annika Brown, Xavier Burch, Keziah Catlin, Evey Cobb, Brenna Hathway, Greyson
Hathway, Alex Hoffman, Audrey Hoffman, Lizzie Lilyea, Ella Johnson, Colton Johnson, Gabe Johnson,
Marissa Sorensen, James Smith, Maddie Smith, Jett Swearingen, Macey Swearingen, Emilie Thomas,
Avery Zeigler, and Zoe Zeigler.
Milestone Awards are presented to 4-H’ers who have used the basic skills they have learned and
expanded on them to complete more challenging tasks or accomplish long-term goals. The following
4-H’ers received a Milestone Award:
Laura Bagley, Xavier Burch, Caiden DeMarco, Brenna Hathway, Greyson Hathway, Kayleigh Hight,
Colton Johnson, Gabe Johnson, Kate Livingston, Ginny Savage, Maddie Smith, Emilie Thomas, and Zoe
Zeigler.
National 4-H Week Window Display Winner – The 4-H Project Pilots
County Medals - 4-H’ers who have reached a level of mastery in a project area or an area of selfdevelopment qualify for a county medal. These awards are presented after several years of project work
that has shown progressive development in a specific project area in which youth have used their head,
heart, hands, and health to take their project to a higher level. The following 4-H’ers received county
medals:
•

Brennan Dailey – Leadership and Rabbit Science

•

Kayleigh Hight – Animal Science and Leadership

•

Caiden DeMarco – Community Service

•

Jennalyn Conley - Leadership

•

Laura Bagley – Citizenship

•

Emilie Thomas – Leadership
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Special Awards
The Alleen Stewart Memorial Award was created by Alleen’s family to honor her dedication to the 4-H
program. This award consists of a plaque and $25 gift certificate to a location of the recipient’s choosing
to further support 4-H project work. This award is given each year to three female 4-H’ers who are
involved in home environment projects, show leadership in their club and community, have a willingness
to try new things, and a desire to be helpful. This year’s recipients were Ginny Savage, Macey
Swearingen, and Avery Zeigler.
The Fenton Wager Memorial Award is a plaque sponsored by the Penn Yan Kiwanis Club and is given
to a 4-H’er who has shown initiative, follow through, and personal growth as a result of caring for their
project animal. This year’s award recipient was Maddie Smith.
The Dave Eames Memorial Award is a plaque sponsored by the Penn Yan Rotary Club. It is given to a
4-H’er who has been involved in community service and who represents the spirit of “Service above
Self”. This year’s recipient was Emilie Thomas.
The Laura Decker Memorial Award was created by the Decker family to honor Laura, a seven year
Yates County 4-H’er. This award is a plaque and is given to a 4-H’er who has shown leadership skills by
holding an office in either their club or in Teen Council and has shown remarkable improvement in their
public speaking skills. This year the award was presented to Zoe Zeigler.
The 4-H Sportsmanship Award is a plaque sponsored by Farm Credit East, ACA. It is presented to a
4-H’er who demonstrates courtesy, enthusiasm, encouragement of others, fair play, and serves as a
positive role model for others. This year the award was presented to Brenna Hathway.
The Friend of 4-H Award is sponsored by the Yates County 4-H program to recognize a person or
organization who has contributed their time, knowledge, and energy to help our youth grow and learn.
This year’s recipient was Laura Hight.
The 4-H Rising Star Award is sponsored by the Yates County 4-H program. This award recognizes a
4-H member or leader with 1-2 years of experience who has become increasingly involved in 4-H and left
a positive and lasting impression on 4-H staff, leaders, volunteers, and members. This year’s recipient
was Keziah Catlin.
Outstanding Volunteers for the 2018/2019 4-H year included:
Charlene DeMarco, Denise Slocum, Dawn Dennis, Laura Hight, Trish Bagley, Jen Stape, Beth Smith,
Lisa Wood, Jim Finch, and Marge Hathway.
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Outstanding 4-H’er of the Year
The Outstanding 4-H’er of the Year Award is the highest honor a Yates County
4-H’er can receive and consists of a plaque sponsored
by the Yates County 4-H program. This year’s award
recipient was Laura Bagley of Penn Yan, NY.
Laura has been a 4-H member for ten years. As a
member of 4-H Teen Council and Teen Ambassadors,
she has become an active and dedicated 4-H member.
She has completed 100s of hours of community service
and is always giving back to the 4-H program. She is a
regular Pet Therapy visitor at the Penn Yan Manor and
has volunteered at the senior luncheons through Family
Life Ministries for four years. She has assisted 4-H
staff with recruitment events, volunteered with
fundraisers, served as an older teen in the 4-H dairy
bar, and has helped lead animal science and public
presentations workshops. Throughout her ten years in
4-H, she has developed a great wealth of equine
science and public presentation skills and knowledge,
achieving many honors in both areas. She has represented the 4-H Finger Lakes region at state 4-H
events and represented NYS 4-H at national 4-H events. Laura has taken the skills she has learned and
actively shares them with younger 4-H members, helping create a new generation of youth who are
increasing their own skills and excited to take part in 4-H events and opportunities. Laura has truly
taken advantage of a wide array of 4-H programs, all while displaying strong leadership,
sportsmanship, and teamwork.
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Yates County would like to thank the businesses, organizations, and
individuals whose generous donations helped make 4-H Achievement Night a success; Don Stewart
and family, Penn Yan Kiwanis Club, Penn Yan Rotary Club, John and Sarah Decker and family, Farm
Credit East, ACA, and the Finger Lakes Bank of Penn Yan.
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4-H Teen Group

4-H teens met on October 7th to work on their window
display for National 4-H Week. They developed their
design, gathered supplies, and crafted their display
components. Emilie and Laura met again on October 9th to
put up the display in the windows of WFLR on Main Street
in Penn Yan.
On November 4th, members met to count fair ribbons and
plan the next several months of meetings. In December,
they planned to bake cookies for the Keuka Comfort Care
Cookie Walk. However, the week of the walk was busy
with school concerts and that idea didn’t work out. Instead,
the group met on December 18th to shop for gifts to donate
to local families for Christmas.
In January, the group plans to play bingo with residents at
Clinton Crest and later on in the winter, they plan to host a
4-H Movie Night! Stay tuned for more details!

International Harvesters

The International Harvesters 4-H Club met in September, October, and
November. In September and October, we learned about and picked
concord grapes at Hunt Country Vineyard. We increased our cooking skills
by making freezer jelly and grape pie filling. Some members loved it and
others will stick to other pastries. In November, we met and learned about
and practiced Public Presentation skills. We also completed 2 no-sew
blankets as a community service project to donate to the Yates County
Christmas Program.
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Window Display for National 4-H Week October 6th – 12th, 2019
We had 2 great entries for this year’s 4-H Window Display
contest. The judges chose the Project Pilot’s display at
Carey’s Rental as this year’s winner. Check out their
display, as well as the Teen Group’s Display at WFLR
(see page 19). Thanks to both groups for taking the time
to develop and organize a display!

Geo-Caching Fun Day – October 6th
Three youth and 1 parent joined us for our final geo-caching day of
2019. We were able to find 5 caches between Penn Yan and Dresden,
including one we had looked for before and hadn’t been able to find!
We’re hoping to continue this group in 2020, but need some more youth
interested in geo-caching. Contact Jen if you’d like to learn more.

Oak Hill Chicken BBQ to Benefit 4-H – October 12th
It was a bit of a cold and rainy day for our first BBQ fundraiser with
Oak Hill. Many thanks to our volunteers who assisted during the
day and especially to Oak Hill for providing such a great opportunity
for the community. Many families came out to support 4-H and
enjoy some great food. Oak Hill was a wonderful host and at the
end of the day, we raised $650 for the 4-H program.

4-H Kick-Event– October 20th

Thank you to all who attended the 4-H Kick-Off! We had a lot of fun decorating cookies, learning
about animal science, completing a no-sew blanket for donation to the Yates Christmas Program, and
shooting the laser shot. 4-H’ers were able to pick up save-the-dates, and important paperwork for the
4-H year. We look forward to seeing what our 4-H members do this year.
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Eastern National 4-H Horse Roundup – November 8th-10th:
Congratulations to all the youth who attended the
Eastern National 4-H Horse Roundup! The youth
represented NY very well! Coaches were impressed
by the great group of youth and parents that were on
the trip this year! A great time was had by all. They
were able to tour Keeneland Race Track, Kesmarc
Rehab, KY Horse Park, and Hagyards Vet Clinic!
The 2019 Nationals trip was another successful one!
NY youth:

Hippology:
6th place teams written
1st place stations team
7th place team problems
5th place team overall
Hippology Individual Placing:
9th place for Katelyn Schlager in individual stations
Communications:
10 place in Public Speaking to Carissa Hilsher
5th place in Individual Presentations to Brigham Logue
3rd place in Team Presentations to Laura Bagley and Annie Born
2nd place overall team in communications
Horse Bowl:
3rd place team overall
Horse Bowl Individual Placings:
3rd place to Lydia Visser
7th place to Lauren McCarthy

The Great 4-H Cook-Off - November 21st

4-H’ers had a great time learning about the State Fair cooking
competition called the “The Great 4-H Cook-Off”. 2 teams
worked together to recreate pizza. One team made pizza
breakfast sandwiches with: English muffins, bacon, spicy
sauce, fried egg, and cheese. The second team made pizza in 3
ways: pie tin pizza, pizza muffins, and a pizza roll. Everyone
did a great job. It was fun to see the team-work and creativity
each group had. If you are interested in learning more about
this contest and would like to participate at State Fair, contact
the 4-H office.
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2019 Paper Clover Campaigns
A HUGE thank you to the 4-H Project Pilots, 4-H Teen Group
members, and anyone who purchased a paper clover during this year’s
4-H Paper Clover campaigns. Each year Tractor Supply Company
partners with National 4-H Council to hold this event and now that we
have a TSC store in Yates County, we’re able to benefit from funds
raised. We are excited to announce that this year, the Spring and Fall
Paper Clover Campaigns raised $1147.33 for the Yates County 4-H
program. This will be used to send youth on leadership trips, as well as
provide 4-H camp scholarships to our members!

CCE Annual Meeting – December 5th

Teen Group member, Emilie Thomas volunteered at this year’s CCE
Annual Meeting. She served as our official greeter and helped direct
attendees when they first arrived. Thank you, Emilie for your help!

Holiday Veggie Tray Workshop - December 17th

4-H'ers had a great time at the 4-H Veggie Tray Workshop! We learned how to make a tasty homemade
buttermilk ranch dip, increased our skills using kitchen knives, and used our creativity to make holiday
themed veggie platters, in the shapes of: Christmas trees, wreaths, and Christmas ornaments! 4-H'ers
discussed knife safety, practiced how to grip their knife, and learned new cutting techniques.
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SPAGHETTI DINNER – FEBRUARY 12, 2020
Please fill out one (per person) of the following:
DUE: Wednesday, February 5th, 2020!
Youth 12-15
I will help at the Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser at the Elks Lodge on Wednesday, February 12, 2020 by:
_____I can work the full time (4:00-8:00) and would be happiest:
_____Working in the Dining Room _____Working in the Kitchen ____ Other, please specify
______I can only work part of the time. I can work from ________to________, but I will do whatever
you need me to do!
Name: _______________________ Age: ______ Email: ________________ Phone: _____________

Youth 11 and Younger
I will help at the Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser at the Elks Lodge on Wednesday, February 12, 2020 by:
_____I can work at the full time (4:00-8:00) doing whatever job you need. Preference: ___________
______I can only work part of the time. I can work from ________to________, but I will do whatever
you need me to do!
Name: _______________________ Age: ______ Email: ________________ Phone: _____________
* NOTE: Cloverbuds will be assigned in ½ hour increments.

Adults and Teens 16-18
I will help at the Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser at the Elks Lodge on Wednesday, February 12, 2020 by:
_____I can work at the full time (4:00-8:00) doing whatever job you need. Preference: ___________
______I can only work part of the time. I can work from ________to________, but I will do whatever
you need me to do!
Name: _______________________ Age: ______ Email: ________________ Phone: _____________
(teens only!)

Send this completed sheet to the 4-H Office, 417 Liberty Street, Penn Yan, NY
14527 no later than February 5th, 2020. Thank you for your help!
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity, affirmative action educator and employer.

Registration Form Public Presentations 2020
Yates County 4-H
417 Liberty Street
Penn Yan, NY 14527
Phone: 315-536-5123
Fax: 315-536-5117
jja26@cornell.edu
ts785@cornell.edu

Presenter Information

Presentation Information

Name:

Cloverbud Presentation

Age & Date of Birth:

Demonstration

# of Past Presentations:

Illustrated Talk

# As a Cloverbud_____ As 4-H'er_____

Recitation

# years as a 4-H'er:

Speech or Public Address

# years as a Cloverbud:

Team Presentation, Name of co-presenter

Club Name:

Power Point Presentation (10 years old + 2 PPs)

Phone:

Impromptu (13 years old + 3 PPs)

Email:

Job Interview (14 years old + 1 PP)

Parent Name:

College Interview (14 years old + 1 PP)

Special Needs/Requests/Equipment:

Horse Communications (call 4-H office for rules)
Produced in New York (call 4-H office for rules)
Presentation Title:
Subject Area:
Approx Length:

I am also willing to:
Be a room host/hostess!
Be a teen evaluator (must have taken teen leader training)!

Date/Time Preference*:
Please indicate a 1st and 2nd choice**:
Tuesday, February 18, 2020, 6:00 to 9:00 PM

Help in another way!
Saturday, February 22, 2020, 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Please return completed form to the 4-H
office on or before Wednesday, January
15, 2020

Tuesday, February 11, 2020, 6:00 to 7:30 PM
(Early Bird day)
*Location: Yates County Office Building, 417 Liberty Street, Penn Yan
**You will be contacted with your scheduled date/time

Note: There are no live animals allowed in the Yates County building, if your presentation is more effective with an animal, please
contact Jen to see if alternate arrangements can be made.
There are no live animals allowed at District Public Presentations so please plan ahead if you strive to advance to the next level!

Cornell Cooperative Extension– Yates County
4-H Youth Program
417 Liberty Street
Penn Yan, New York 14527
t. 315-536-5123
f. 315-536-5117
http://yates.cce.cornell.edu
The Dates for Yates Newsletter is prepared and published four times a year by the 4-H staff
of the Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of Yates County. The information given
herein is supplied with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no
endorsement by Cooperative Extension is implied. Cornell Cooperative Extension in Yates
County provides equal program and employment opportunities. If you have any special
needs, please contact the staff.
Sincerely,

Do you find that you have a question and need to call one of us, but the office isn’t open? We
have voice mail on our phone systems, so you may call anytime of the day or night and leave
a message and we can get back to you. The number is 315-536-5123. Or, if you prefer, you
may contact us via e-mail:
Jennifer Clancey jja26@cornell.edu

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with
Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities
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