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Mission 
Cornell Cooperative Extension puts knowledge to work in pursuit of  economic vitality, 
ecological sustainability and social well-being. We bring local experience and research 
based solutions together, helping New York State families and communities thrive in our 

rapidly changing world.

About CCE Rockland

Vision 
Cornell Cooperative Extension is a national leader in creating positive change on behalf  
of  families and communities through rigorously-tested extension programs. We create 
measurable change by aligning local needs with the resources and priorities of  the land grant 

system and its state and federal partners.



A Letter from President of the  
Board & the Executive Director

Dear Friends of  Extension,

It’s easy to forget the visionaries who, over 100 years ago, created the 
Cooperative Extension model. Over the decades, this model of  extending 
research and knowledge from the land grant college (Cornell University 
in our case) to the community has grown into the comprehensive 
Extension system that we know today. What has kept this system alive 
is its ability to stay relevant, to be inclusive and to make an impact on 
people’s lives. This year, our Annual Report focuses on stories of  the 
impact here in Rockland from our 4-H youth development, nutrition, 
horticulture, environmental and non-profit programs.

Impact can be challenging to measure especially when our programs 
range from backyard chickens to planned giving. Formal feedback from 
our participants helps improve presentations, content and speakers. Most 
rewarding is when our participants tell us how they’ve been affected by 
learning something new and that’s what our impact stories are all about.

We strive to embody the values of  collaboration, community 
engagement, diversity and volunteerism. We hope these stories will 
inspire you to join us for a program and learn something transformative!

Sincerely,

Paul Pietropaolo 
Board President

Suzanne Barclay 
executiVe director



At a Garden-to-Table program at Haverstraw Elementary school, 
Master Gardener volunteer Kit Meehan and Hort Educator Kristen 
Ossmann presented composting. This was a new topic for these grade 3 - 
7 students. Kit used soil and leaves to demonstrate the process and spread 
the compost all over the school garden. The students absorbed it all. At 
the following week’s program, two students proudly presented a coffee 
can and a Gatorade bottle filled with their own compostable materials. 
They explained their parents kept a garden in their backyard and they 
decided to create their own compost pile. 

The Master Gardeners of  CCE-RC provided garden-based learning 
education to students in grades K – 5 at RP Connor Elementary and 
Hilltop Elementary. At RP Connor, students learned about pollinators, 
seed explorations and Roots and Shoots. At Hilltop, students were 
introduced to plant anatomy, growing from seeds, school garden 
maintenance and how to encourage birds and bees to visit the garden.

The CCE-RC Horticultural Lab identifies insects including ticks, 
diagnoses plant diseases and answers general gardening questions 
regarding flowers, turf, trees and shrubs and vegetable gardens. Residents 
can have their soil tested or bring in a plant or insect for diagnosis. Over 
500 residents visited the lab this year, in addition to those who emailed 
or called. Additionally, every month the Horticultural Lab hosts the 
Fertilizer Law class for landscape contractors in compliance with the 
County Fertilizer law. A Master Gardener volunteer simultaneously 
translates the class into Spanish.

Horticulture &  
Master Gardener Volunteers



While many people are familiar with the services that our local non-
profits provide, many are not aware of  the significant economic impact 
they have on the Rockland economy.  Every five years the INP conducts 
an economic impact survey of  Rockland non-profits to quantify that 
impact.

Working with CaRDI (the Community and Rural Development 
Institute at Cornell University), we were able to estimate and extrapolate 
the financial impacts based on survey responses. Results of  the 2017 
survey were released in November:

$909 million  Minimum estimated economic impact  
   on Rockland

$702 million Total estimated revenues of  non-profit  
   businesses 

$286 million  Monies brought into Rockland by  
   non-profit businesses

$512 million  Money spent within Rockland by  
   non-profit businesses

$207 million  Indirect expenditures through  
   “ripple effect”

12,500   Minimum number of  employees in  
   non-profit businesses  
   Added value of  142,000+ volunteer hours  
   within Rockland

Our economic impact survey confirms that besides improving the 
quality of  life for thousands of  Rockland residents, our non-profits play a 
valuable role in our Rockland economy.

The INP also provides training to local non-profit organizations 
to help them better manage their agencies and deliver services more 
effectively. In 2019, 70 non-profit staff  members or volunteers attended 
our workshops.

Institute for Non-Profits



Tenants at Esther Gitlow Towers in Suffern have started growing 
indoor herbs in their solarium through the ESNY indoor garden program. 
They hope to have fresh herbs available when they cook their own meals. 
Tenant Corine stated, “I can’t wait to pick the fresh basil to add to my 
spaghetti sauce!” The indoor herb garden is open to all tenants to help 
water and watch it grow as well as pick and use the herbs for their own 
cooking.

The ESNY nutrition presentations have also influenced how tenants 
view snacks. Marian said, “I loved the veggies and humus dip and want 
to munch on that now, much better for me than that bag of  chips I usually 
eat!” They learned simple ways to modify their diets and keep within 
their budgets. Social worker Marianne Terry summarized it best: “A big 
thank you to the Eat Smart NY program for motivating us and giving us 
inspiration in eating and living healthy!”

Eat Smart New York



This year, the Rockland County 4-H Program expanded its reach 
through new and exciting programs. In the Fun with Public Speaking! 
Program, 9 youth ages 9-12 learned how to conquer fears and deliver 
presentations through active games and reflections. When asked if  they 
found this program helpful in improving their public speaking skills, the 
youth replied:“Yes, my skills improved. I know how to answer questions and 
that you need to look at the audience.” “They improved because I am not shy 
anymore.”

After the program, the participants joined other 4-H members for 
our annual 4-H Public Presentation Event, where they were able to 
demonstrate their skills and discuss their performances with trained 
evaluators. Overall, the number of  4-H Public Presentations in Rockland 
County doubled from last year, allowing more local youth to develop 
their public speaking skills and benefit from this national 4-H program.

In 2019, we also introduced a four-part animal science program titled 
“4-H Pet Pals” designed to teach youth ages 8-10 about animal behaviors 
and proper animal care. Participants were able to interact with dogs, 
reptiles and amphibians, cats, and small mammals while learning from 
experienced local professionals. After the program, many youth reported 
learning information that would help them become more responsible and 
mindful pet owners.  

Another highly successful program in 2019 was the Building a 
Community Legacy Together Program (BCLT), which took place over 
three days during the students’ spring break. In this intergenerational 
program sponsored by the Cornell Institute for Translational Research 
on Aging (CITRA), high school aged youth interviewed seniors (ages 
55 and older) in the community about their advice for living a happy 
and successful life. Many of  the youth enjoyed the experience, and felt 
enlightened by the wisdom they received. As one youth describes, “The 
interviewee I had yesterday really taught me a lot that opened up my 
perspective on life. The words of  wisdom he offered me I felt were really 
crucial to me and it just switched my focus on life and how to prepare for 
college and how to deal with relationships and minor things.” 

4-H Youth Development



This past summer four interns joined us to experience a variety 
of  learning situations. Two, Maya Aglialoro and Ryan Sedwick, were 
Conservation Corps interns who focused on our Hudson Advisory Fish 
grant and environmental issues. Nicole Andreotti, from the University 
of  Delaware, spent her second summer getting hands-on experience 
by shadowing communications manager Charlie Pane. Tinyue Tan, a 
Chinese student, is majoring in landscape architecture and planning at 
Cornell. While at CCE Rockland, she produced watercolors of  plants 
in our demonstration gardens for a guidebook. It’s difficult to say who 
benefited the most last summer – our interns or CCE Rockland!

Maya wrote to tell us how much her internship is helping her in her 
second year of  college. Giving presentations was less stressful because 
of  those she gave to the Stormwater Consortium over the summer. 
She’s now putting her Excel experience to good use in her lab work.” 
She concludes: ”…this experience not only helped me learn about 
environmental issues within my major but with life skills in general…”

Summer Interns at CCE Rockland



Some 15,000 town officials in New York state receive the Talk of  the 
Towns publication which is devoted to topics relevant to municipalities. 
Recently, our Stormwater Mapping project funded by NYS DEC was 
featured as a model for municipalities around the state. The Rockland 
Stormwater Consortium helps member towns and villages comply with 
MS4 requirements, as required by the Federal Clean Water Act. Each of  
the 26 municipalities in Rockland has its own network of  storm water 
pipes and outfalls running underground but no single map exists locating 
this hidden infrastructure. The DEC grant that the Consortium received 
benefits municipalities in two ways. First, using a mobile application, 
municipal staff  can digitally collect and consolidate outfall location 
information into a shared database. Secondly, in the future, this project 
will simplify the process for all municipalities of  inspecting stormwater 
assets, updating field records and monitoring this critical infrastructure.

Stormwater Mapping



Cornell Cooperative Extension of  Rockland has provided educational 
and organizational support to more than 1,000 non profits agencies, 

organizations and businesses during the past year, including:

Our 2019 Community Network

• CANDLE
• Clarkstown Community 

Learning Center
• CCE of  Dutchess County
• CCE of  Orange County
• CCE of  Putnam County
• CCE of  Sullivan County
• CCE of  Ulster County
• CCE of  Westchester County
• Dominican College
• Garden Club of  Nyack
• Headstart
• Meals on Wheels
• Keep Rockland Beautiful
• New York State Department of  

Environmental Conservation
• New York New Jersey Trail 

Conference
• Leadership Rockland
• LH-PRISM
• Ramapo Valley Garden Club
• Riverkeeper
• Rockland Audubon
• Rockland BOCES
• Rockland County Division of  

Environmental Resources 
• Rockland County Environmental 

Management Council
• Rockland County School 

Districts: Clarkstown, Nanuet, 
North Rockland, Pearl River, 
South Orangetown, Suffern, 

• Rockland County Health 
Department

• Rockland Development Council
• Rockland Farm Alliance
• Rockland Sierra Club
• Rockland Teachers Center
• Rockland Libraries: Blauvelt, 

Finkelstein, Kings Daughter, 
Nanuet, New City, Nyack, 
Orangeburg, Palisades, Pearl 
River, Sloatsburg, Suffern 

• Rockland Veterinaries:
• Sparkill Creek Watershed 

Alliance
• The Learning Collaborative
• United Way
• Haverstraw, Nyack Youth,  

Spring Valley and Western 
Ramapo Collaboratives

• Town of  Clarkstown
• Town of  Haverstraw
• Town of  Orangetown
• Town of  Ramapo
• Town of  Stony Point

• Villages of  Airmont, Chestnut 
Ridge, Grandview-on-the-
Hudson, Haverstraw, Hillburn, 
Kaser, Montebello, New 
Hempstead, New Square,  
Nyack, Piermont, Pomona, 
Sloatsburg, South Nyack,  
Spring Valley, Suffern, Upper 
Nyack, West Haverstraw and 
Wesley Hills

Thank you to our Community Partners!



County
County of Rockland

Honorable Edwin J. Day 
County Executive

Honorable Toney Earl
Rockland County Legislative Chair

State
State of New York
Cornell University

Dr. Christopher Watkins, Director,
Cornell University Cooperative Extension

Federal
United States Department of Agriculture

The County of Rockland, through the 
offices of County Executive Edwin J. Day  

and the County Legislature, provides 
substantial  funding for Cornell 

Cooperative Extension of Rockland’s 
programs and operations which allows us 

to leverage state and federal funding.

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected  Veterans, 
and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities.

Thank you to our Funders!

• Health Research Inc. (HRI) 
• New York State Department 

of  Environmental 
Conservation

• Orange and Rockland 
Utilities

• Rockland B.O.C.E.S.
• Rockland County Division of  

Environmental Resources
• Rockland County 

Conservation and Service 
Corps

• Rockland County 

Department of  Social 
Services

• Rockland County Youth 
Bureau

• Rockland County Solid Waste 
Management Authority

• Rockland County Stormwater 
Consortium

• St. Dominic’s Family Services
• SUEZ
• Tractor Supply Company
• WellCore
• Balchem Corporation

2019 Funding

Rockland County  
 Direct Aid

New York State 
 Fringe Benefits, University Resources, 
 Direct Aid, and Grants

Federal Government

Contracts, other Grants, Program Revenue, 
and Fundraising

17%

18%

41%

24%



• Be a Speaker, share your expertise
• Be an Advocate, spread the word
• Be an Advisor, help shape our programs in 

advisory committees
• Be an Intern, gain experience and help us 

reach the community
• Be a 4-H Leader, shape the next generation
• Be a Master Gardener Volunteer, keep 

Rockland growing
• Be an Environmental Steward, keep 

Rockland healthy
• Be a guide for Youth, educate & enrich 

Rockland’s youngsters
• Be a Participant, attend our programs & 

utilize our services
• Be a member of the Board of Directors,  

help guide CCE
To find out more about volunteering or to express 
 your interest,  please email rockland@cornell.edu or call 

the office at (845) 429-7085.

Help CCE Rockland  
reach 200 years  

and beyond.
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