Smarter
Gardening

Saturday,
March 7
2020
9:45 am to
3:30 pm
Tamarac/
Brunswick
High School
Troy, NY
Snow date: Sunday, March 8

Celebrate

Gardening!
-Choose

classes from 10
different gardening subjects

Life is too short to spend it deadheading, weeding, staking,
and doing so many other things in the garden that come under the heading of “drudgery.” Until someone invents the
gardening equivalent of a self-cleaning oven, we need to garden smarter. This talk will give you some ideas about how to
change your garden and gardening techniques so that you
will have less maintenance and more time for all those other
things in your life.

-Delicious lunch provided by the
Rensselaer County Master Gardeners
-Shop for bargains at the Used
Garden Book and Plant Sale
-Pick-A-Prize Auction, with
something for everyone
-Fabulous door prizes!
-For more information see our website at ccerensselaer.org or phone
(518) 272-4210

Keynote Speaker Lorraine Ballato’s love affair with
plants comes through in her lectures, social media writings, magazine
articles and photographs which you can find in Connecticut Gardener,
Edible Nutmeg, and elsewhere. She is an instructor at the New York
Botanical Garden and in the Connecticut Master Gardener Program as
well as for the Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut. In her role as an
Advanced Master Gardener, Lorraine works with a sizeable team of
gardeners of all levels in a 3,000 square foot organic fruit and vegetable
garden in Fairfield County, CT. They donate over 800 pounds of produce to homeless shelters and food banks annually.

First Annual

“Tool Of
The Year Sale”
The Spear Head Spade
Plus Gently Used
Garden Tool Sale

Welcome To Spring Garden Day 2020
Full Day Registration: The fee of $30.00 entitles each participant to
choose up to three classes for the day; to participate in the free lunch and
door prize drawing; and to hear the keynote speaker. Register by examining
the attached class schedule. Indicate your first, second, and third choice of
classes on the form for each of the four class periods. Make sure to choose
a lunch period, or another class if you do not want lunch. Your class assignments will be available at the registration table on March 7. You will not
receive registration confirmation by phone or mail, but you can call us
at (518) 272-4210 to make sure we received your registration. The enclosed schedule is final, but last minute changes may be necessary. Although
we try to give people their first choice, class sizes are limited, and regretfully,
we may have to place you in another class. Registration will be open until classes are full. Registrations are taken
on a first come, first served basis. Refunds must be requested on or before February 28. After that date, no refunds will be made.
Time: Registration starts at 9:45 AM. The first sessions start at 10:30 AM. Please do not arrive before 9:45 AM in
order to allow us time to set up. Your cooperation is appreciated!
Lunch: A delicious lunch consisting of home-made soups, sandwiches, desserts and beverages will be provided
for all full day participants, courtesy of the Master Gardeners. Vegetarian items will also be available.
In case of snow or inclement weather: The program may be postponed to Sunday, March 8 in the event of significant snowfall or inclement weather. You will be contacted at the email address and/or phone numbers you
provide on the registration form. You can also check our website at ccerensselaer.org for announcements. No
refunds will be given if the program is moved from March 7 to March 8.
Directions to Tamarac/Brunswick/Brittonkill High School:
From the west (Albany, Schenectady, Troy): Take Route 7 East over the Collar City Bridge. From the east end of
the bridge, proceed east on Route 7 (Hoosick Street) approximately 9 miles to a traffic light at Route 278 (past the
Harley-Davidson dealer on right). Turn right onto Route 278 east and proceed for approximately 3 miles until
Route 278 ends at a traffic light at Route 2. Turn left onto Route 2; the school is immediately on your left.
From the south (West Sand Lake/Route 43 area): Take Route 351 north, through the village of Poestenkill, until
you reach Route 2. Turn left (west) onto Route 2. The school will be very shortly on your right.
Pick-A-Prize Auction: We will hold a Pick-A-Prize Auction of gardenrelated items (see photo). Participants can buy tickets (10 for $5.00) and
“bid” on items by placing a ticket or tickets in a paper bag next to the
item. Winners will be drawn at the end of the day after the last sessions.
You must be present to win. Proceeds
will support the Master Gardener
Demonstration Garden.
Sales and Drawings: A Used Book
Sale, A Plant Sale, A Used Garden
Tool Sale, and Drawings for fabulous
prizes, such as a handmade quilt (see
photo of 2019’s Save The Bees Quilt)
are featured. We will also be selling the Spear Head Spade, offered in a rainbow
of colors, as the new “Tool Of The Year” (see photo below). This spade is
lightweight, sturdy, made in the USA and cuts through roots and the toughest
soil. The sale price is $55.00 each. It makes a great gift! Proceeds will support
the Master Gardener Demonstration Garden.
Door Prizes: Each participant is given one free door prize ticket. Door prizes
will be awarded at the end of the day in the auditorium. YOU MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN!

Questions: Call the Horticulture Program at (518) 272-4210. Individuals with questions or special needs requiring
accommodation should contact Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer County at the phone number above.
“Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities.”

REGISTRATION FORM - SPRING GARDEN DAY - March 7, 2020 (snow date:

March 8)

Please complete carefully and completely!
1. Please indicate your first, second and third choices for each time period by writing 1, 2, or 3 on the line. Choosing second and third choices for each time period is necessary in case your first choice is
filled. Regretfully, not everyone will receive all of their first choices, due to room size restrictions. Make sure you sign up for either the first or second lunch period (if desired). This will establish your
tentative schedule.
2. You will receive final confirmation, based on class size and availability, at check-in at Spring Garden Day 2020. You will NOT receive confirmation by mail or phone prior to the program, but you
can call us at (518) 272-4210 with questions or to confirm we have received your registration. Registration is open until February 28, 2020 or when classes are filled.
2. Only one name per form, please. You may photocopy this form or call CCE-Rensselaer Co. (518) 272-4210 for extras or visit http://ccerensselaer.org/horticulture
3. Send this completed form with check for $30.00, made payable to Cornell Cooperative Extension, to: Cornell Cooperative Extension, Spring Garden Day, 61 State St., Troy, NY 12180. Thank you!
10:30 - 11:30
11:40 - 12:40
12:50 - 1:50
2:00 - 3:00
3:15

9:45 AM
Doors Open and
Registration
Begins

Attracting Pollinators
To Your Garden
#1. _____

LUNCH

LUNCH

#5. _____

#9. _____

Perennials Revealed!

Container Gardening
Tips and Techniques

Beautiful Flowering
Trees and Shrubs

#2. ______

#6. _____

#10. _____

Getting More From Less:
Growing Vegetables in
Small Spaces
#3. ______

Birding 101: Moving
Beyond The Bird Feeder

Keep Ticks Away!

#7. _____

#11. _____

How To Have Happy,
Healthy Hydrangeas

DIY Garden Art

Create A
Cutting Garden

#4. ______

#8. _____

#12. _____

Special
Keynote
Session
“Smarter
Gardening:
Let’s Talk!”
Featuring
Lorraine
Ballato

Exciting

DOOR PRIZES:

DRAWING WILL BE
HELD IN THE
AUDITORIUM

YOU MUST BE
PRESENT TO WIN!!

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________________HOME PHONE:______________________WORK PHONE:______________________
ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________________________________CITY & STATE:____________________________________Zip:___________________
EMAIL ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

By registering, I give my permission to Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer County to use any photos, slides, films, or sketches taken of myself during this activity for publicity, advertising, and/or promotional purposes.

Class descriptions & speakers
1. Attracting Pollinators to Your Garden – How can

you attract a variety of butterflies, moths, hummingbirds, and
bees to your garden? Join Cornell Cooperative Extension
Master Gardener Coordinator and wildlife enthusiast, Angela
Tompkins, for a discussion about the importance of pollinators,
why they are in decline and what you can do to help!

2. Perennials Revealed! Are you tired of new types of

perennials which vanish over winter, plants that fail to thrive, or
dubious growing advice? Do you have unsolved questions?
Sandy has the answers! In this down-to-earth session, she will
cover what does and doesn’t work, plants to avoid and those to
embrace, favorite tools and design concepts, and maintenance
tips and how-to’s. She is the owner of Sandra S. Walck Garden
Design, and has been creating artistic and ecologically sound
gardens throughout the Capital District for over 30 years.

3. Getting More From Less: Growing Vegetables
in Small Spaces - A lack of space is often a legitimate excuse
for not having a vegetable garden or for growing only a limited
number of vegetables. However, one can maximize their
vegetable yield by using various strategies, ranging from plant
selection to planting schemes. Topics covered will also include
using vertical space and methods for expanding the growing
season. Ron Kujawski retired from UMass where he worked as
Extension Educator in the Landscape, Nursery and Urban
Forestry program. He and his daughter, Jennifer, authored the
book, Week-by-Week Vegetable Gardener’s Handbook, published by
Storey Publishing.

4. How To Have Healthy, Happy Hydrangeas –

Learn all about this old-time garden favorite that is currently a
new darling. Discover old and new types, what to buy, how to

plant, when to fertilize and prune, and just how to get the blue
ones to bloom. Keith Austin is a professional estate gardener
and long-time Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer
County Master Gardener.
6. Container Gardening Tips and Techniques –
Discover how to successfully grow annuals, perennials, and herbs
in containers to highlight your landscaping. Learn what types of
containers, soil and amendments to use in different environments
and what varieties of plants work best. Carole Henry is an
Extension Educator with Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Albany County.

7. Birding 101: Moving Beyond the Bird Feeder—

This class will look at the difference between birdwatch-ers and
birders. You will learn how to choose the right binoculars for
birding and how to use your binoculars to see the things that are
important for bird identification. We will show you how to
identify birds using traditional field guides and Merlin, a free
smart phone app from the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology.
Bring your Smart device! Kathryn Schneider has served as
Director of the New York Natural Heritage Program, president
of the NYS Ornithological Association, and is the author of the
book “Birding The Hudson Valley,” which will be on sale at
Spring Garden Day.

8. DIY Garden Art - Gardening meets crafting in this

inspiring class, chaired by Rensselaer County Master Gardener
Denise Maurer. Denise and her fellow artful Master Gardener
Volunteers will show us easy, fun-to-make projects that will
enhance the beauty of your outdoor spaces. We’ll discuss and
see examples of garden totems, stepping stones, garden tuteur
trellises, and English hypertufa planting troughs. These ideas will
turn dreary winter days into hours spent creating whimsical
garden crafts ready for warmer weather.

10. Beautiful Flowering Trees and Shrubs – Learn

about lesser-known trees and shrubs that will add colorful flowers
to your landscape. Discover newer types of old favorites as well as
the latest garden center offerings. By combining plants, you can
have flowers in your garden from spring, through summer and into
autumn. Amy Howansky, owner of Backyard Solutions, is a
horticulturist, landscape designer, educator and Certified Nursery
and Landscape Professional with 37 years of experience.

11. Keep Ticks Away! Avoiding Lyme and other tick-borne

diseases in your garden and elsewhere requires avoiding a tick bite!
Join Joellen Lampman as she talks about the different ticks in our
area and their biology, the diseases they carry and how to protect
yourself and others from being bitten. Personal protection, tick
removal, disease/allergy transmission and other aspects including
online resources will be covered. Joellen Lampman is an
Extension Support Specialist with the New York State IPM
Program headquartered in Albany, NY.

12. Create A Cutting Garden - Have you had fantasies of

having huge and colorful flower bouquets in every room of your
home? You can create a separate low maintenance garden that will
provide you with beautiful blooms from spring to the first frost
and beyond. Come and learn about some of the best and most
popular annuals and perennials to grow. You will learn about site
selection, growing requirements and resources. Presenter Maureen
Mooney is a Master Gardener with Cornell Cooperative Extension
of Columbia-Greene.

