
I have several ash trees in my yard. Now that the emerald ash borer has been found in 
Jefferson County, should I be concerned? 

The simple answer is yes. The emerald ash borer is an invasive insect that attacks and kills ash 
trees. Native to China, it was first found in the mid-western U.S. in 2002. Since then, the insect 
has spread east and has killed hundreds of millions of ash trees. Unless treated, your trees will 
certainly die. Mortality is near 100% and trees succumb within 2 to 3 years of infestation. 
Resistance is less than 1%. 

All is not lost! Trees can be saved via trunk injections that are 98% effective. Insecticides are 
injected directly into the vascular system of the tree by a certified arborist or pest control 
applicator. Trees must be treated in the spring and applications last 2 years.   

If saving your tree is not a priority, do not let it die and then do a removal. Ash trees should be 
removed while they are still green and healthy. This is due to condition that develops as a result 
of feeding by the emerald ash borer. The wood dries out and becomes very brittle – a condition 
called ‘ash snap’. Ash trees can spontaneously shatter without any stress from wind, rain, or 
snow. This is a very dangerous situation that is fraught with liability.  

If you have ash trees, have a plan! Either treat the trees, or remove them while they are still 
green. For more information on landscape and forest ash trees, Jefferson County Cooperative 
Extension is offering a free program, ‘The Emerald Ash Borer is Here- Now What?’ on January 
18, from 10 am to 12 pm at the extension offices in Watertown.  Please email 
sjg42@cornell.edu or call 315-788-8450 to register.  
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