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2019 Processing Vegetable Crops 

Advisory Meeting 

December 17, 2019 (Tuesday) 

First United Methodist Church, 8221 

Lewiston Rd. (Route 63),  

Batavia NY  14020 
 
9:30 AM – 12:30 PM Beans and Sweet Corn 
(2.0 DEC credits in categories 1a, 23) 
 
12:15 PM – 1:00 PM Complimentary Lunch 
 
1:00 PM – 2:00 PM Peas (1.0 DEC credits in 
categories 1a, 23) 
 
2:00 PM – 3: 30 PM Carrots and Beets (1.5 DEC 
credits in 1a, 23) 
 
All are invited to attend and discuss the 2019 
season for each crop, meet the new Cornell 
Weed Scientist and discuss weed management 
concerns, and receive updates on research 
conducted during 2019. Separate DEC and 
CCA credits will be available for each of the 3 
crop meetings. The meeting is free of charge 
and there is no registration required. Questions? 
Contact Julie Kikkert, 585-313-8160. 
 

2019 Potato Advisory Meeting 
December 18, 2019 (Wednesday) | 

10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
CCE Ontario County, 480 N. Main St., 

Canandaigua, NY 14424 
 

This meeting provides an opportunity for 
growers to advise Cornell about what problems 
you’d most like research to solve. Let’s ensure 
we collectively work on, and solve, real 
problems! Growers will lead the discussions, 
talking about their operations and what issues 
they consider most important to their 
profitability. 
 
This event is FREE to attend. Lunch will be 
provided. For more information, contact Walter 
De Jong at walter.dejong@cornell.edu.  
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The two following articles, are from the 
VegEdge Newsletter.  VegEdge is published 
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25 times a year, parallel to the production 
schedule of Western New York growers.  
Subscribers to the Cornell Vegetable 
Program receive a complimentary electronic 
subscription to the newsletter. Print copies 
are available for an additional fee but you 
must subscribe to the Cornell Vegetable 
Program.  For further information on how to 
subscribe, please contact our office at 607-
664-2300 or email Ariel Kirk at 
adk39@cornell.edu    
 

What Works for Organic Insect 
Control in Winter Tunnels? 

Judson Reid 
Cornell Cooperative Extension, Cornell 

Vegetable Program; from VegEdge 12/3/19 
jer11@cornell.edu; 585.313.8912 

 
Many Northeast vegetable growers find winter 
high tunnels an excellent way to produce ‘off-
season’ greens with little-to-no fossil fuel based 
heat. These production systems contribute to 
economic and social sustainability by creating 
year-round income and maintaining customer 
relations during the traditional off-season.  
 
However, pest infestations, such as aphids, 
mites and cabbage worms restrict the economic 
potential of these systems. As an experienced 
grower put it- “Pest management is so much 
more important in the winter because your 
losses are so much more”. 
 
This quote illustrates an important concept in 
‘winter’ pest management. Crops are growing 
slowly and somewhat unpredictably. As fall 
weather varies, temperature and light intensity 
play a greater role in total crop biomass than in 
warmer seasons. A cool, cloudy fall can 
severely delay crop growth. 
 
 As plants slowly respond to decreasing light 
however, residual insect pest levels are still at 
high levels from the warm season. With less 
outdoor crops for these pests, high tunnels can 
soon develop an imbalance in crop canopy and 
pest levels. A young planting of Asian greens 
can quickly be overtaken by cabbage worms 
who’ve run out of cabbage in the field. 
 

The decreasing day length and temperature 
also effect ‘what works’ for organic insect 
control. For worm pests, Bt products such as 
Dipel have a greenhouse-approved label and 
are OMRI listed. These Bt’s can work quite well, 
but as a stomach poison, are dependent on 
temperature driving the feeding and metabolism 
of the target pests. They must be used early in 
the production cycle to work well. 
 
Appropriate planting density can also help with 
insect (and disease) control. High density 
planting interferes with insect management by 
making it hard for OMRI materials to reach the 
target. This illustrates a key difference between 
stomach poisons and contact sprays. For 
example, aphid materials such as Mycotrol, 
require contact with the insect for the microbial 
agent (Beauveria bassiana) to infect the insect 
body. When the greens canopy is closed our 
sprays cannot effectively reach the target.  
 
Once we move into the colder months where 
days are shorter and freezes common, spraying 
no longer makes sense as we can damage the 
foliage. Can we use biocontrols? 
 
For pest control in warm season tunnels, 
biocontrols such as predators and parasitoids 
are an excellent option. However, as 
temperatures drop we refrain from the release 
of biocontrols, with one exception: lady beetles. 
Under row covers lady beetles have provided 
excellent control of aphids at some of our 
cooperating sites (Figure 2). The row cover 
keeps these predators where we want them, 
and also provide some temperature protection 
which likely increases their activity. Note that 
our experience shows aphids overwinter very 
well in unheated high tunnels. So if you have a 
history of aphids, it would be wise to have lady 
beetles on hand prior to a rapid population 
spike. 
 
Winter growing in the Northeast is more 
accurately described as Fall growing and winter 
harvesting. Pest management follows the same 
pattern. Controlling pests such as aphids and 
cabbage worms in the fall will lead to a healthy 
crop for winter harvests. In the fall we have 
multiple OMRI spray options, and pest 
metabolism and canopy temperature facilitate 

mailto:jer11@cornell.edu


 
 

the use of these products. Due to our short day 
lengths and low temperatures our biocontrol 
options are very limited, making the Fall pest 
control that much more important. 
 

 
Figure 1 Winter crop canopy is often at a severe 

disadvantage to hold-over full blown pest populations. 

A large caterpillar feeding on a small leafy 
green. 
 

 
Figure 2 Lady beetles can be effective for aphid control in 
winter tunnels, particularly if row cover is used to restrict 

them to the crop canopy. 

This chart shows an aphid population curve 
overtime from late September to early January. 
A release of lady beetles in late December 
crashed the aphid population. 
 

 
Figure 3. Lady beetle larvae foraging in a high tunnel crop. 

Close up of a lady beetle larvae crawling across 
a leaf. 
 

 
Figure 4. A healthy winter crop of high tunnel greens 

requires fall pest management. 

 
Linear rows of leafy greens contrast with the 
darkened November earth. The arches of a high 
tunnel greenhouse support an inflated plastic 
glazing that conjures clouds, as the sun 
illuminates the southern exposure. Blues, 
greens and grays extend through the depth of 
field. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Farm Laborers Fair Labor  
Practices Act 
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On January 1, 2020 New York farms will have to 
pay overtime wages (1.5 times the ‘regular rate of 
pay’) for nearly all employees that work over 60 
hours a week. Researchers and extension 
educators from Cornell University Agricultural 
Workforce Development, Charles H. Dyson 
School of Applied Economics and 
Management, Cooperative Extension and PRO-
DAIRY,  have developed several tools to help 
New York farms manage through these changes. 

Our spreadsheet tool is designed to help farm 
managers estimate how much overtime they 
would have to pay under their current employee 
work schedules. The tool can also be used to 
estimate costs of new work schedules. To use the 
tool, you will need to know current compensation 
levels and work schedules. Worksheets are 
provided for collecting or calculating that 
information in advance, if it is not readily available. 

A new extension bulletin on “Adapting Your 
Labor Strategies to New York’s Revised Farm 
Labor Employment Laws” discusses the pro 
and cons of various management strategies that 
farm may consider in response to the new 
overtime rules. The guide does not make 
recommendations, but details the positive and 
negative implications of changes to work 
schedules, employee policies and farm 

Please 
visit https://agworkforce.cals.cornell.edu/overtime
 to download these tools. You can contact Jennifer 
Ifft (jifft@cornell.edu) or Richard Stup 
(rstup@cornell.edu) for more information.  

In addition we have three Info Sessions on the 
Farm Laborers Fair Labor Practices Act with 
NYS Department of Labor Ag Specialists coming 
up to have your farm labor questions answered in 
WNY.  If you didn't make it to the Labor Roadshow 
the week of Nov 18th,  this is your chance to come 
and learn about the new labor laws that will apply 
to all farms as of January 1, 2020.  (See details 
below). 

What: Info Session on the Farm Laborers Fair 
Labor Practices Act 

Cost: Free – Please RSVP prior to event 

Tuesday, 12/17/19 - 10-11:30 am, CCE Wayne 
County, 1581 NY-88, Newark, NY 14513 

Tuesday, 12/17/19 - 2-3:30 pm, CCE Wyoming 
County, 36 Center St Suite B, Warsaw, NY 14569 

Wednesday, 12/18/19 - 9:30-11 am, CCE 
Orleans County, 12690 NY-31, Albion, NY 14411 

 Register:   https://nwnyteam.cce.cornell.edu/eve
nts.php?date=12_2019 

Description:  NYSDOL Ag Specialists will be on 
hand to field questions regarding the new laws. 
They are here to help producers understand the 
impact of new laws.  NYSDOL will provide 
information on compliance with the Farm Laborers 
Fair Labor Practices Act.  DOL will review how the 
changes will impact employer scheduling, 
payment of wages and recordkeeping. Updated 
materials will be available. 

Additionally, we will have the opportunity to review 
a new tool developed by educators and 
researchers from Cornell University and Cornell 
Cooperative Extension that will help producers 
calculate overtime costs. Remember, farm labor 
laws will be changing as of January 1, 2020, so 
don't get left in the dark!  This is a program for all 
producers who have employees on their payroll. 

Although this meeting is free to attend, registration 
is requested by Friday, December 13. Register by 
calling or emailing Libby (contact info below), or 
by using this link to online registration. 

If you have questions, please contact 

Libby, geg24@cornell.edu, 607-793-4847.   

 

CCE Steuben & the SW NY Team will also be 
offering a session in Steuben County in 
January with NYSDOL Ag Specialists on 
hand.  More details to follow. 
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2020 Cornell Guide for Integrated 
Field Crop Management Now 

Available 

 
The Pesticide Management Education Program 
(PMEP) at Cornell University is pleased to 
announce the availability of the 2020 Cornell 
Guide for Integrated Field Crop Management. 
 
Written by Cornell University specialists, this 
publication is designed to offer producers, seed 
and chemical dealers, and crop consultants 
practical information on growing and managing 
field corn, forages, small grains, and soybeans. 
Topics covered include nutrient management, 
soil health, variety selection, and common field 
crop pest concerns. A preview of the Field 
Crops Guide can be seen online at 
https://cropandpestguides.cce.cornell.edu. 
 
Highlighted changes in the 2020 Cornell Field 
Crops Guide include:  

 Revised pesticide options for 
economically important field crop pests. 

 Updated corn, forage, and small grain 
variety trial and research data. 

 Pesticides available for stored grain 
management. 

 
Cornell Crop and Pest Management Guidelines 
are available as a print copy, online-only 
access, or a package combining print and online 
access. The print edition of the 2020 Field Crops 
Guide costs $31 plus shipping. Online-only 
access is $31. A combination of print and online 
access costs $43.50 plus shipping costs for the 
printed book.  
 
Cornell Guidelines can be obtained through 
your local Cornell Cooperative Extension office 
or from the Cornell Store at Cornell University. 
To order from the Cornell Store, call (844) 688-
7620 or order online at 
https://www.cornellstore.com/books/cornell-
cooperative-ext-pmep-guidelines. 
 

 

 

https://www.cornellstore.com/books/cornell-cooperative-ext-pmep-guidelines
https://www.cornellstore.com/books/cornell-cooperative-ext-pmep-guidelines
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To register for the workshop shown below, go to:   
https://nysvga.org/register-for-meeting-online/ 

https://nysvga.org/register-for-meeting-online/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CTFANY Winter Meeting is coming in January! 
 

 

  



 

Dear Members, Supporters, and Friends, 
CTFANY is pleased to invite members and other interested growers to its 2020 Winter Meeting, 
scheduled for Thursday, January 16, through Saturday, January 18, at the Holiday Inn 
Syracuse/Liverpool.  
 
The program kicks off on Thursday, January 16, at noon with a Board Meeting, open to all 
members, and then attendees are invited to check-in with vendors after 4 pm and gather for dinner 
at 6 pm. 
  
On Friday and Saturday, attendees can take in educational programming on a variety of topics 
during more than 20 workshop sessions and hands-on demos. Interested in participating as a 
presenter or moderator? Let me know!  
 
There will be a special focus on the needs of new and beginning growers in the sessions on 
Saturday, but everyone is welcome to attend sessions both days. There will be opportunities to 
receive NYS-DEC Pesticide Applicator Credits for some of the sessions.  
  
In addition, attendees will have opportunities to connect with other members, vendors, and guests 
during roundtable discussions to be held each day.  
 
  
CTFANY is holding blocks of rooms at the following hotels. Call them directly to make your 
reservations: 
 
Holiday Inn Syracuse/Liverpool 
441 Electronics Pkwy, Liverpool 
(315) 457-1122 
$101 
by 12/16/19 
 
Staybridge Suites Syracuse (Liverpool) 
439 Electronics Pkwy, Liverpool 
(315) 457-1900  
$116 
by 12/27/19 
   
To register go to the website:  https://ctfany.org or for any questions, contact-Stephanie Kelly 
at:518-854-7386 or email:  stephanie@ctfany.org 
  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stephanie@ctfany.org
https://ctfany.org/


 
 

 



 

 
 Cornell Cooperative Extension 



 
 

   of Steuben County 
20 East Morris Street 
Bath, NY  14810 
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***************************************************************************************************************************** 
COMING EVENTS 
 

December 17, 2019-2019 Processing Vegetable Crops Advisory Meeting, First United Methodist Church, 8221 Lewiston Rd. 

(Route 63), Batavia NY  14020.  See article in this publication for more details. 
 

December 18, 2019 (Wednesday) | 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM-2019 Potato Advisory Meeting, CCE Ontario County, 480 N. Main 
St., Canandaigua, NY 14424.  See article in this publication for more details. 
 

January 2, 2020-9:00 AM - 2:00 PM-2020 Finger Lakes Produce Auction Education Meeting- Finger Lakes Produce Auction, 
3691 NY-14A, Penn Yan, NY 14527-This meeting is our annual winter educational event for Finger Lakes Produce Auction 
growers. This year we will focus on farm food safety clarifications, soil health, pepper pests, strawberries, and control of tomato 
and vine crop diseases through use of biopesticides. 2.5 DEC recertification credits will be available in category 23, and 0.5 credits 
in category 22. FREE. Full agenda available on the Cornell Vegetable Program website. For information, contact Judson Reid, 
585-313-8912. 
 

January 3-4, 2020-Mid-Winter Maple Classic, New York State Fair Horticulture Building, Syracuse, NY.  See full page ad in this 
publication for more details. 
 

January 8, 2020-9:00 AM - 2:30 PM-2020 Ontario Produce Auction Winter Growers Meeting- Ontario Produce Auction, 

4860 Yautzy Rd, Stanley, NY 14561- This course will educate growers on disease and pest management, varieties and 

marketing issues in vegetables and small fruit. Topics such as disease resistant varieties, pest/disease, cultural management 
and appropriate spray options. An anticipated 1.0 hours of content is eligible for re-certification credits. FREE. Full agenda 
available on the Cornell Vegetable Program website. For information, contact Judson Reid, 585-313-8912. 
 

January 16, 2020-2020 Hemp Session, Empire State Producers Expo, Syracuse, NY.  See full page ad in this publication for 

more information. 
 

January 16-18, 2020-CTFANY Winter Meeting, Holiday Inn, Syracuse, NY.  See full page ad in this publication for more 

information. 
 

January 22, 2020-2020 Southern Tier Crop Congress, Belfast Fire Hall, Belfast, NY.  See the full page ad in this publication for 

more information. 

***************************************************************************************************************************** 
FOR LEASE/RENT  
 

6+ acres for lease for organic cultivation. Must have ag exemption. Call 607 483-8758 between 10:30 AM and 5:00 PM, M – F.  
 

Available For Rent: Steuben County SWCD has an Esch 10’ No-Till Drill for rent.  Rates are $12-$25/acre based on number of 
acres planted. Delivery/pickup available. Please call (607)776-7398 ext.3 for more information. 
 
Seeking conservation minded individual with interests in permaculture to rent 3-4 acre, gentle grade, southern exposure field for 
agricultural production in Steuben County, NY. Acceptable practices include organic vegetable production, small scale poultry, 
and organic greenhouse or high tunnel production. Other considerations will be determined by owner. Improved, uncultivated 
ground will require proper preparation for success. Currently no housing available on the property, but can be discussed with 
owner in the future. Contact CCE Steuben at 607-664-2574 for further information.   
  
Attention Cattle Farmers:  I have pasture/farmland for rent, 40-50 acres, reasonable rate. Located in Steuben County on State Rt. 
63.  Contact Marian Crawford at 585-728-5303. 

Friday CME Cash Prices 
Dates 5/4 5/11 5/18 5/25 6/22 
Butter $2.35 $2.33 $2.38 $2.41 $2.29 

Cheese 
(40# Blocks) 

$1.66 $1.63 $1.58 $1.61 $1.49 

 

https://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/event.php?id=1292
https://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/event.php?id=1295

