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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: SCOTT ARBORETUM  
By Tanya Radford, CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
A few weeks ago a group of Master Gardener Volunteers visited Swarthmore College in 
Pennsylvania, home to the Scott Arboretum. Founded by Quakers, Swarthmore is a small liberal 
arts college of about 1500 students; it was among the first coeducational institutions in America, 
and the campus is lovely. I found myself walking around the quad imagining myself as an 
undergraduate there…or better, a rumpled college professor, grading midterm exams on a 
bench under a massive oak with a view of the youngsters on the quad.  

 
 
The 357 acre Scott Arboretum was established 
in 1929 "for the purpose of enabling 
Swarthmore College to acquire, cultivate and 
propagate the better kinds of living trees, shrubs 
and herbaceous plants which are hardy in the 
climate of eastern Pennsylvania and which are 
suitable for planting by the average gardener." 
And indeed, the horticulturists at the college 
continue to emphasize native and other plants 
hardy to the region. In the rose garden, 
horticulturists have worked to eliminate non-
hardy and disease-prone varieties and to 
maintain the health of their roses with 
interplanting. Several of us made our way 
around the outside of this garden, which was 
gated off for work, sniffing as many of the roses 
as we could get our noses near. 
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But it is the trees at Swarthmore that are magnificent - from the Metasequoia Allee to Crum 
Woods to the Scott Outdoor Amphitheater.  

 
The Metasequoia Allee is a walkway 
alongside the Lang Performing Arts Center, 
lined with the Dawn Redwoods (Metasequoia 
glyptostroboides) for which it is named. It is 
underplanted with shade-loving, white-
flowering and fruiting shrubs and plants 
which catch the lights of the performing arts 
center at night and which must turn it into a 
kind of elven ramble at night.  
 
These trees are special in many ways. They 
are deciduous conifers native to China which 
reach 75 to 100 feet tall. Fossils found in 
1941 showed they grew with dinosaurs 50-
100 million years ago. The trees were 
thought to be extinct, but in the mid-1940’s 
living specimens were discovered in China. 
In the late 1940’s scientists form Arnold 
Arboretums brought seeds back and 
reintroduced the trees to North America. 
(Their binomial name is fun to say too.)  
 
 

The 200-acre woodland known as Crum Woods are managed as a natural area. With the help 
of volunteers the Scott horticulturists control invasive species and replant natives. Wending 
through the woods on the walking trails, 
visitors can enjoy the Arboretum’s rhodo- 
dendron and holly collections. I had my eye 
open for mushroom specimens and saw one 
interesting polypore from a distance. But I 
restrained my desire to go off trail and 
observe it more closely.   
 
Scott Outdoor Amphitheater was, to me and 
I think many others, the crowning glory of 
this Arboretum. Constructed in 1942 and 
designed by Thomas W. Sears (who also 
had a role in designing Chanticleer, which 
we also visited that day) the amphitheater 
hosts Swarthmore’s graduation ceremony 
every year, rain or shine. It is a grassy 
incline with nesting half-moons of rock 
retaining walls, interrupted by column-like 
trunks of mature tulip trees (Liriodendron 
tulipifera) and white oaks (Quercus alba) 
which create a lofty, leafy ceiling. The levels 
of the amphitheater and their retaining walls 
were hand-dug, which has proved crucial to 
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the ongoing health of the trees there. Facing into Crum 
woods, the amphitheater feels like a place sacred to 
nature and mind – it made me think, like Emerson, about 
the connections between nature, spirit, and the 
knowledge that is born from their union. It is the best and 
most magical place to celebrate the end of one’s college 
education that I have ever seen.   
 
The Scott Arboretum at Swathmore College is open 
dawn to dusk every day. Admission is free. Learn more at 
ScottArboretum.org 
 

Photos courtesy of MGV Rosemary Daniels  

 
INSECTS IN THE NEWS  

By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 
 

YIKES! BAD BUGS. 

As of the beginning of October, Spotted Lanternfly (SLF) have been confirmed in Secaucus NJ 
and at Riverside Park in Manhattan and reported in DUMBO in Brooklyn. This is in addition to 
the find in Westchester in August and New York Harbor in September. Lower Hudson PRISM 
staff are deploying their conservation dogs (learn more about Dia the Detective Dog) to help 
search in areas where they’ve been seen. Citizen Scientists are on the look-out in the region. 
Be on the lookout, and be careful not to aid in their spread.  
 

Spotted lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) is an invasive species native to 
China, India and Vietnam. It is a plant hopper which uses its piercing-
sucking mouthparts to feed on the sap in trunks, branches, twigs and 
leaves. As it digests the sap, the insect excretes a substance known as 
honeydew that provides a medium for growth of fungi, such as sooty 
mold, which can cover leaf surfaces and stunt growth. Plants with heavy 
or repeated infestations may not survive. Tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus 
altissima), a rapidly growing invasive deciduous tree is SLF’s favorite tree 
and grows abundantly throughout the northeast and in our area. 

Photo courtesy of MGV Rosemary Daniels  

 
Earlier this month a CCEDC MG Field trip was organized to visit Chanticleer, the Scott 
Arboretum and Longwood Gardens, which are in the midst of the NY SLF quarantine area in 
Pennsylvania.  Even though the MGVs have been well trained about 
the pest, seeing it in person caused a unanimous “UGH!”. At one of 
the gardens the tour guide pointed out a 100-year-old Ailanthus tree. 
Upon close inspection it was crawling with SLF adults.  
 
Another MG was in a PA Visitor’s center parking lot, parked next to a 
smallish maple tree and noticed what was on the tree. “Spotted 
lanternflies. Dozens, possibly hundreds. Clusters were on every tree in 
the lot. And there was absolutely no mention or posters about SLF 
anywhere in the visitor's center. Those things are surprisingly large - 
about an inch long.”  

Photo courtesy of MGV Mary Nisley  

https://www.scottarboretum.org/
https://www.nynjtc.org/news/dog-will-change-way-we-fight-invasives
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In every stage of the SLFs life cycle they can spread as “hitchhikers” on vehicles and people; 
they’re not great flyers. Gravid (fertilized) females are also laying eggs now until the end of 
November on any hard smooth surface. It’s especially important to avoid moving both adults 
and egg masses. 
 
Here are some precautions identified by Penn State to avoid transporting SLF: 

 Walk around your vehicle and check closely for any SLF adults and/or nymphs.  

 Particularly check the windshield wiper area, bumpers and wheel wells. 

 Be certain to check inside the vehicle as well.  

 Do not park your RV or other vehicles under trees in the quarantine zone. Always keep 
your windows up. 

 Check yourself before getting into any vehicle to make sure there are no SLF nymphs or 
adults on you. 

 In fall and winter, also look for egg masses, which have the appearance of mud 
splatters. 

Additional precautions are outlined in this NYSIPM SLF checklist.  

First discovered in Pennsylvania in 2014, SLF adults and egg masses have been found in 
several counties in New York, but as of September 30 no infestations have been found in our 
state. Click here to view the map of current known locations.  

If you find Spotted Lanternfly in New York: 
 Take pictures of the insect, egg masses, or infestation you see and, if possible, include 

something for size, such as a coin or ruler. 
 If possible, collect the insect. Place in a bag and freeze, or in a jar with rubbing alcohol 

or hand sanitizer. 
 Note the location (street address and zip code, intersecting roads, landmarks, or GPS 

coordinates). 
 Email pictures and location to spottedlanternfly@dec.ny.gov OR fill out the form 

at Spotted Lanternfly Observation, which includes specimen information. 
 For more information, visit the New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation website page on Spotted Lanternfly. 

 

BOO! WHAT’S WATCHING YOU? 

Have you ever been working quietly in your garden 
and suddenly feel as if something is watching you? 
You look around then spot something green and 
brown which blends into the stem upon which it is 
waiting. Something large with upraised forelegs as if it 
is praying, unmoving except for its eyes until an 
unsuspecting insect get close enough to be snagged 
and devoured. That would be a praying mantis. Many 
have been spotted in our gardens this year.  
  
Praying mantids have three distinct body regions: the head which is triangular and moves freely 
around (up to 1800), the thorax to which legs and wings are attached and  
which is elongated to create a ‘neck’, and the abdomen. The head has a pair of large compound 
eyes and three simple eyes between them (all the better to watch you and a potential meal). 

Photo Courtesy of MGV Paula Gherardi 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/spotted-lanternfly-ipm/biology-life-cycle-identification-and-dispersion/
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/sites/nysipm.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/SLF%20checklist.pdf
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/sites/nysipm.cornell.edu/files/shared/images/SLF-Known-Distbn.jpg
mailto:spottedlanternfly@dec.ny.gov
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/116595.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/113303.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/113303.html
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The front legs are modified as raptorial graspers with strong spikes for grabbing and holding 
prey. When hunting, mantids assume a "praying" position, folding the legs under their head, 
then striking them out to capture their prey. Females are larger than males. Immature mantids 
look like similar to adults but lack wings.    

 
Female mantids deposit their eggs on strong stems, twigs or hard 
surfaces and coat them with a foamy secretion that hardens and 
protects the eggs. The egg case is also called an ootheca. Adults don’t 
survive the winter. In spring swarms of tiny mantids hatch, looking like 
miniature versions of adults. They molt several times until they reach the 
adult, winged stage.   
 

There are over 1,500 species of mantids around the world but only three are common in New 
York - the native Carolina mantis (Stagmomantis carolina), the European mantis (Mantis 
religiosa) and the Chinese mantis (Tenodera sinensis). Often the foreign species are more 
common than the native mantids in the U.S. due to the availability of commercially purchased 
egg-cases. The two foreign species were introduced to help gardeners because it was thought 
that they would kill harmful pest insects. But mantids feed on any living prey including their 
siblings and sometimes their mates. They don’t discriminate between pests or beneficial insects, 
so their benefit in the garden is controversial. 
 
The Carolina mantis is two to three inches long. Males are typically brown often with greenish 
legs. Females may be green, brown, or gray, often with extensive mottling and a black dot on 
the wings. The female is very stout and is flightless with wings shorter than its abdomen. The 
male is slender and flies well. Their egg cases are trapezoidal, not spherical, in shape. 
 
The European mantis is between two and three inches long as an adult and is generally green 
in color though some are light brown in color. On the inside of the front legs is black spot, 
sometimes with a white dot in the center. The top of the legs there is a black spot with a white 
dot in the center. Their egg cases are rounded with a tapered tip 

  
Reaching lengths of four to five inches, the Chinese mantis is the 
largest species. It is light green or brown but not mottled. Long 
wings extend beyond the end of the abdomen. There are light 
vertical stripes on the head between the eyes. The egg cases are 
round or spherical in shape. 
 
p.s. The sneaky hunters watching me were Chinese mantis.  

 

 

BEGONE ALB!  
The Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) has been eliminated from the New York City boroughs of 
Brooklyn and Queens. The beetle was first detected in the United States in 1996 in Brooklyn’s 
Greenpoint neighborhood. A short time later, it was found in other parts of New York City and on 
Long Island. The pest most likely came to the United States inside wood packaging material 
from Asia. A wood-boring pest that attacks maples and other hardwood trees, it has the 
potential to cause incredible damage to ornamental trees and forests. Regulated areas in New 
York State still exist in Nassau and Suffolk counties on Long Island. Click here to read more. 

Photo Courtesy of Barbara Mansell 

https://www.morningagclips.com/usda-declares-nyc-free-of-asian-longhorned-beetle/


November 2019 Page 6 
 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 

NYS IPM Spotted Lanternfly Web Page 
University of Kentucky Praying Mantids  
Brooklyn Botanical Garden Praying Mantis Egg Cases  
NYS IPM Help! I found a tick on me! 
Lee Reich – Cover your ground, for your plants’ sake 
Lee Reich – Some maples are more desirable than others  
USDA Bur Oak fact sheet 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
Friday November 15, 10am – 3:30 pm, at the New York Botanical Garden, 2900 Southern 
Blvd, The Bronx, NY 10458, 2019 LHPRISM Invasive Species Summit “A Call to Action: 
Protecting Earth’s Biodiversity” and will feature Dr. Doug Tallamy, Dr. Randy Westbrooks and 8 
of our Lower Hudson PRISM Partners. Click here for more information and to register. The fee 
for non-NYBG members is $29, members is $25.  

Saturday, November 16, 10:00 am, Stanford Free Library, (Note new address) 6035 Route 82, 
Stanfordville 12581, “Deer Defense” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Chris Ferrero. For 
more information visit www.stanfordlibrary.org or call 845-868-1341.  

   SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this newsletter?  
Send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli jdt225@cornell.edu by 
the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter. Please include the date, 
time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for more details.  

 
MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

 

   

This is the acorn from a Bur Oak 
tree, Quercus macrocarpa, a 
native.   

This is a “Who Done It” puzzle. Hint – what’s in the 
background?  

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef418
https://www.bbg.org/news/all_about_bugs_praying_mantis_egg_cases
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2019/10/23/help-i-found-a-tick-on-me/
https://www.morningagclips.com/cover-your-ground-for-your-plants-sake/
https://www.morningagclips.com/some-maples-are-more-desirable-than-others/
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.370.8937&rep=rep1&type=pdf
https://www.enrole.com/nybg/jsp/session.jsp?sessionId=202HRT839&courseId=202HRT839&categoryId=ROOT
file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, is closed for the season. Questions can be submitted through our 
website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening  Click on Contact Us and select the topic of 
Gardening.  
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services.  
 

 
 

 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  

 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

Shared by MGV Bob Keeley 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

