
Skaneateles Lake Educational Events: A Year in Review...
Winter Threats, Water Quality and Your Wallet - 2/27/2019
Reconnecting with Our Roots - 4/23/2019
Municipal Meeting showcasing the i-Tree Tool - 6/12/2019
Septic and Well Water Workshop - 9/26/2019
Snow and Ice Control Workshop - 10/29/2019 (see page 2!)
Shorescaping Workshop - 11/5/2019

Resources from workshops are posted to the CCE Onondaga website at: 
www.cceonondaga.org. 

If you have any suggestions for future programming, contact Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Onondaga County at (315) 424-9485. 

Keep reading for more information on water quality happenings in the 
Skaneateles Lake Watershed!

Skaneateles Lake Watershed Education Program  
CCE Onondaga

The Skaneateles Watershed Education Program works to protect the water 
quality of Skaneateles Lake, a treasured resource that serves as the primary 
drinking water for 200,000 homes from Skaneateles to the City of Syracuse. 
The City of Syracuse has funded this program since its inception in 1996. 

Through educational workshops, events, trainings, publications, and 
stakeholder coordination the program connects residents, municipal officials 
and watershed stakeholders of all ages with information and opportunities 
to implement evidence-based best practices for protecting water quality. 

Complex scientific developments and evolving technologies can feel 
intimidating, and it can be difficult to keep up or know how to get 
involved. However, there are agencies, professionals, and organizations 
in the Skaneateles Watershed that can help connect you to resources to 
take environmental action on your property, in your home, and in your 
community. Helpful contacts and resources can be found on the last page of 
this newsletter.

What is a watershed? 
A watershed is an area in which all water above land and underground flows 
to a common place, like a river, lake or ocean. Everyone lives in a watershed. 
Water quality of Skaneateles Lake is affected by all of our decisions and 
actions on, above and below the land within a watershed. We can’t control 
everything that affects water quality (i.e. rainfall and weather), but it is 
important that we take steps to control what we can.  
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Snow and Ice Control Workshop
Teresa Link & Mark Burger - Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District

The Snow and Ice Control Workshop & Train the Trainer Event was held on October 29th at the Center of 
Progress Building at the NYS Fairgrounds. The goal of the workshop was to increase the driving public’s level 
of service while decreasing the amount of material put onto the road. In the morning, trucks were calibrated 
by the NYS Department of Transportation. The highway departments can use the knowledge they gained on 
proper calibration to calibrate their whole fleet. After calibrations, Tim Weir and Ron Pollock from the NYS DOT 
presented on Safety Considerations and Record Keeping, Snow and Ice Materials and Their Impacts on the 
Environment, and Costs and Benefits of Proper Equipment Calibration. This training showed those who attended 
how to use the optimal amount of salt to both keep drivers safe and be good stewards of the environment.

77 highway department personnel attended from 5 counties and 21 municipalities. There were also 3 school 
districts, 2 private companies, 1 lake association and 1 other conservation district in attendance. The work that 
our highway department employees do is important work. Snow plow drivers take on a lot of responsibility 
when in that truck. Thank you to all the employees that came to learn more and thank you for keeping the roads 
safe for your family and ours!

This workshop was brought to you through a cooperative partnership between CNY Regional Planning and 
Development Board, Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District, Skaneateles Watershed Agricultural 
Program, CNY Stormwater Coalition, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County and the NYS 
Department of Transportation Region 3. (Photos by Onondaga SWCD)



The Skaneateles Lake Association (SLA)
Expands Watercraft Inspection Program With Syracuse Support

As the threat of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) looms throughout 
the Finger Lakes, Great Lakes, and water bodies worldwide, leaders 
throughout the Skaneateles Lake Watershed are taking further steps to 
address this issue. 

In response to AIS entering Skaneateles Lake, in 2007 the SLA initiated 
the Eurasian waterMilfoil Control Project. The project is currently in its 
13th season of operation, and is helping to keep milfoil from growing at 
an uncontrolled rate. 

Once “difficult to control” invasives, such as milfoil, zebra and quagga 
mussels, enter a waterbody, they are hard to eradicate. Prevention is key 
and the most cost effective way to deal with invasive species. 

Through efforts to take a responsible and effective approach, the SLA 
Boat Launch Stewardship Program was created in 2012 and is now in 
its 8th season of operation and growing annually. Leaders at the City of 
Syracuse including the Mayor and Common Council voted to support 
the expansion of the Boat Stewardship Program in 2019. The grant 
has enabled the SLA to hire even more stewards and cover more boat 
launches for a longer period of time.

The SLA Boat Launch Stewardship Program was started in 2012 as a pilot 
program under Dr. Buzz Roberts and quickly grew, becoming a model 
for other Finger Lakes. Buzz has expanded and directed the entire 
program over the years, including the recruitment of stewards, headed 
up by Marty Minet. She and her staff of trained stewards have been 
visually inspecting watercraft/trailers as they enter the boat launches 
and educating boaters prior to launching their boats. Boaters are asked 
for permission to visually inspect their rigs, and they are asked a few 
brief questions, such as where they have last been boating, and whether 
their boats are clean, drained, and dry (all voluntary). Boaters overall 
have been supportive of the inspection program.

Visual inspection is an important prevention step to take to minimize 
the risk via recreational watercraft, but this limited inspection alone 
often fails to detect seeds, small-bodied organisms, and dormant egg 
stages of many species. When boats arrive not complying with NY state 
law requiring them to be “clean, drained, and dry” on inspection, then 
decontamination becomes necessary before being permitted to launch. 

 
To learn more about the 

Skaneateles Lake Association: 
www.skaneateleslake.org. 

Mayor Walsh and Boat Stewards Marty 
Minet and Roy Truswell (left to right)

City of Syracuse Mayor Walsh 
helping inspect boats on 
Skaneateles

City of Syracuse Mayor Walsh helping 
inspect boats on Skaneateles

Photo from Invasive Weed Identification Guide: W2O 
Weeds Watch Out - Stop Aquatic Invasive Plants



Important Contacts for the Skaneateles Watershed
Cayuga County Health Department 315-253-1405
Cayuga County Soil & Water Conservation District 315-252-4171
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County 315-424-9485
Cortland County Health Department 607-753-5036
Cortland County Soil & Water Conservation District 607-756-5991
NYS DEC Region 7 Environmental Permits (Onondaga & Cayuga) 315-426-7438
NYS DEC Region 7 Environmental Permits Sub-office (Cortland) 607-753-3095
NYS DEC Spill Prevention and Response 800-457-7362
NYS DEC Region 7 Water & Wastewater (Stormwater, Dam Safety, Flood Control) 315-426-7500 
Onondaga County Health Department 315-435-3252
Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District 315-457-0325
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program 315-457-0325
Syracuse Water Department (Skaneateles) 315-448-8366
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This newsletter was created by Camille Marcotte of 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County and Rich Abbott, City of Syracuse Water Dept. 

Special thank you to our partnering contributors.

Stay connected! 
Join our Water Quality List-serve to recieve digital WAVE Reviews, event annoucements, and more. 

List serve accessible through this direct link http://eepurl.com/bQ22XP or by visiting our website at 
www.cceonondaga.org and searching for our ‘Skaneateles Lake’ landing page.

Skaneateles Watershed Residents and those looking to protect water quality
in their community are encouraged to join.

Skaneateles Lake Watershed Education Program
Funding for Cornell Cooperative Extension programming in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed 

is provided by the City of Syracuse Department of Water.
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity program and employment provider. 

If you need special assistance, please contact our office at 315-424-9485.


