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NEWS AND NOTES FOR FARMERS & GARDENERS IN CHEMUNG AND TIOGA COUNTIES 

  

News From CCE  

By Barb Neal, CCE Tioga 

I am writing this at home while the snow falls deep and soft. I hope 
everyone had a wonderful and peaceful Thanksgiving Day with family 
and friends. 

The winter is a time of reflection and planning for the farm and garden.  
At my farm, we have a farm “meeting” each January 1 or thereabouts to 
reflect on what worked on the farm this year, make plans for the next 
season and generally enjoy thinking about farming.  It is a wonderful 
time, and we record our thoughts in a farm journal. 

If you are thinking about getting into farming or homesteading, stay 
tuned—the homesteading series in Tioga County will be held starting in 
January.  Classes from canning to chickens—and opportunities to meet 
other homesteaders will enliven your winter Saturdays. 

I suggest that all farmers read the article from NYCAMH—there are 
funds available to make your farm safer.  I have not worked with 
NYCAMH on this grant, but I have used their funding to get a ROPS 
for my old John Deere, and the process could not have been easier.  
Take the time this winter to evaluate how safe your farm is—is there 
something that could help improve safety on your farm? 

Finally, winter is the season for conferences—from mapling to organic 
vegetable production, there is a conference for everyone.  I always 
enjoy learning more from experts, as well as having the opportunity to 
meet and learn from fellow farmers and gardeners.   

Stay safe and warm! 
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Homesteading Workshop Series returns for 2020! 

The popular Tioga County CCE homesteading series is planned for January 
through March.  We will have two workshops on Saturday mornings, then 
have lunch together to share stories and tips from our farming and gardening 
adventures.  Topics will include growing fruit, beekeeping basics, raising lay-
ing and meat chickens, food preservation and more!  The next issue of Farm 
and Garden will have the complete list of classes. 

If you have a suggestion for a class topic, or would like to present a work-
shop, please let Barb Neal know.  Cheers! 

mailto:ban1@cornell.edu
mailto:sbo6@cornell.edu
mailto:jy578@cornell.edu
mailto:mkw87@cornell.edu?subject=farm%20question


Page 2 

 

For more specific information about the Chemung 
County Master Gardener program, please contact 

Jingjing Yin at 607-734-4453 or jy578@cornell.edu. 

For more information about the Tioga County Mas-
ter Gardener program, please contact Barb Neal at 
607-687-4020 or ban1@cornell.edu.   

 

 

When the Wind Blows 

Paul Hetzler, Cornell Cooperative Extension of St. Law-
rence County 

When the wind blows, the cradle—presuming somebody 
left one in a tree—will rock. The arborist may or may not 
rock during a wind storm, but will definitely be thinking 
about potential wind damage to trees. A critical factor that 
predisposes a tree to wind damage is weakness in a major 
union, also called a fork or crotch. Failure of a large trunk-
to-trunk union can be catastrophic, both for the tree as well 
as for people or structures beneath it. Luckily, most weak 
unions can be remedied once they’re identified. 

The dormant season is a good time to evaluate mature hard-
woods for all kinds of defects, including weak unions. It’s 
fortunate that unions provide clues as to their strength. The 
first is the angle of attachment. Unions close to ninety de-
grees tend to be strongest, while narrower ones are weaker. 
A narrow-fork tree with two (“codominant”) trunks that 
lean out away from each other is more at risk of splitting 
than such a tree where its codominant trunks are upright.  

It seems the next clue is the presence of seams. Look for 
cracks running down the trunk from the union. A crack on 
both sides of the trunk implies a far weaker situation than 
does a single seam. Decay is an important clue. The prob-
lem is that it’s not always evident. Conks (shelf fungi) and 
woodpecker activity indicate serious rot, and it should go 
without saying that having a little “garden” of brambles and 
saplings growing in the fork also means extensive decay. 

One of the clearest signs of weakness is a pair of ears on a 
fork. I should probably explain. Trees are self-optimizing; 
that is, they respond to stress by adding tissue in ways ap-
propriate to the problem. The weaker a union, the more a 
tree compensates by adding wood, in this case outward 
from the trunk in a sort of “ear” or “clam shell” shape. 

Finding one of these clues is enough to warrant an assess-
ment, and if you see more than one sign, make it soon. So 
long as a tree is in generally good condition, even the 
weakest union can usually be stabilized with a cable brace 
two-thirds to three-quarters the way to the top from the un-
ion. It’s essential to know that every component in a cable 
system is load-rated, and sized differently for each situa-
tion. With all due respect to the capable “DIY” crowd out 
there, the wrong cable is worse than no cable.  

 

 

 

 

Cabling should only be done by someone familiar with the 
ANSI published standards for cable bracing. This is an im-
portant point; not every tree care professional is up to snuff 
on ANSI standards. Because a mature shade tree is irre-
placeable in one lifetime, and because it’s a slight incon-
venience to have a large portion of one “drop in” on you 
suddenly, cabling is worth it. 

Incidentally, the reason that cradle was in the tree? In many 
Native cultures such as the Iroquois, mothers would secure 
their infant’s cradle board (the original baby backpack) to a 
tree while they tended crops or did other work. The child 
thus got a pleasant, shady, adult’s-eye view of the world, 
and was always taken down if the wind became too brisk.  

Split in tree (although this split is so extensive, a cable 
will not help this tree)  Photo:  https://
www.agriculture.purdue.edu/  

mailto:jy578@cornell.edu
mailto:ban1@cornell.edu?subject=MG%20Training
https://www.agriculture.purdue.edu/
https://www.agriculture.purdue.edu/
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In Defense of Outwintering Livestock 

By Erica Frenay, Shelterbelt Farm 

https://shelterbeltfarm.com/  

The frigid temps of Winter arrived early this year. That 
first morning we woke up to a landscape covered in snow 
and temps in the teens, we shivered just looking out the 
window, and only left the house when clad in bulky layers. 
Our house pets, like us, have not grown a winter coat, and 
felines and canines alike make only short trips outside, 
preferring the coziness of a heated space. So it seems logi-
cal to project our thinking to farm animals, and imagine 
their discomfort at being out in the cold. 

Beware of this line of thinking though. A concerned ani-
mal welfare advocate once suggested to me that livestock 
should have a heated barn to protect them from our harsh 
Winters. Let’s examine this idea first from an animal wel-
fare perspective: A heated barn would require the barn to 
be well sealed up, with low ventilation, in order to be 
worth heating. This is a recipe for disaster for the animals, 
as air quality would be very poor (highly humid, with dust 
from the bedding, and harmful gases from animal waste), 
leading to increased incidence of pneumonia and respirato-
ry diseases. Now let’s consider it from an economic per-
spective: The farmers I know want only the best for their 
stock, and not simply because their livelihood depends on 
the animals. But farming is a low-margin occupation—
especially any kind of livestock farming—and building 
and then heating a barn is simply not financially feasible. 

What about a regular unheated barn then? Sure enough, 
many farmers keep their animals in a barn throughout the 
Winter. But there still can be issues affecting animal wel-
fare: if bedding is not added regularly, ammonia can build 
up in the air of even a well-ventilated barn, causing respir-
atory issues. If animals are too crowded, they will some-
times fight. And, building a barn large enough to house all 
your different species of animals (separate from each oth-
er, as they don’t all necessarily get along like they do in 
kids’ books) is a very expensive proposition if you don’t 
already have one on your property. 

Well, a simple shelter then. Yes, animals should definitely 
have access to some form of shelter. A “living barn” of 
trees, a 3-sided shed, a hoophouse – any of these would be 
adequate. It’s not the cold from which livestock need pro-
tection. If the animals have been consistently outdoors 
through the gradually cooling weather of Autumn, they 
have, like wild animals, grown a warm hair coat (or extra 
down feathers in the case of poultry). It’s the wind and wet 
that can negatively affect them; hence access to a wind-
break at a minimum is important. 

Ruminants—four-stomached animals like sheep, cattle, 
and goats–have their own built-in furnace. Bacterial activi-
ty in their rumen helps keeps them comfortably heated 
from within, if they are fed properly, at temperatures far 
below our own comfort level. 

Different species have differing cold tolerances, with 
sheep being the hardiest and poultry and pigs the least har-
dy, though they can still thrive outdoors with temps into 
the teens. 

In the depths of last Winter’s frigid grip, I peered out the 
window one morning, concerned how our critters were 
faring on that sub-zero day. The livestock guardian dog 
had access to a hoophouse but wasn’t in it, choosing in-
stead to be outdoors romping around. The ducks had also 
opted out of shelter. This winter, our sheep and cows will 
be outdoors, with access to a hoophouse. We keep trying 
to entice them into the hoophouse with treats, but so far 
they have determined that they are perfectly happy where 
they are. 

https://shelterbeltfarm.com/
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Farm to School grows NY ag, sows 
seeds for healthy eating 

By Ted Boscia, Cornell Chronicle, November 20, 2019 

A steady westerly wind blows off Lake Erie on a gray Oc-
tober morning in Eden, New York. A farming community 
roughly 20 miles south of Buffalo, Eden bills itself the Gar-
den Spot of New York. The ground is caked with frozen 
mud from the previous day’s sleet and rain. 

Dave Walczak, operations manager of Eden Valley Grow-
ers, a farm cooperative founded in 1956, and Mike Wright, 
head grower for Amos Zittel & Sons, one of the co-op’s 
nine members, survey a crew of four farmhands. The work-
ers are chopping stalks from a plot of Brussels sprouts, 
stripping the plants of their leaves and buds and sorting the 
parts into containers. “They don’t mind the cold,” Walczak 
says of the sprouts, which went into the ground in May. 

Neither does Wright, who’s been farming since he was 14. 
“It’s my favorite time of year,” he smiles, turning his face 
into the wind. “Being out here, with a machete, working the 
harvest.” 

A half-mile north at Eden Valley Growers distribution cen-
ter, nestled among 2,000 acres of co-op members’ farm-
land, fresh Brussels sprouts are packed alongside cartons 
brimming with broccoli, cauliflower, pumpkins, sweet pep-
pers and other fall crops. The produce sits in precisely cali-
brated, temperature-controlled holding areas – but not for 
long. 

Within a day or two, pallets of fresh-picked vegetables will 
depart the co-op’s headquarters on trucks bound for nearby 
school cafeterias, where they’ll be prepared and plated for 
students throughout western New York. That includes 
some 30,000 lunches served daily in the 60-plus schools in 
the Buffalo school district, the largest in the state outside of 
New York City. 

Normally, the co-op’s activity would fall dormant after the 
fall harvest – Eden is square in the Lake Erie snowbelt – 

but not this year. That’s because Eden Valley Growers has 
tapped into Buffalo schools’ year-round demand for its 
products, catalyzed by Cornell Cooperative Extension 
(CCE) and its partners. 

 “We wouldn’t be able to make this work without Cornell 
University and Cornell Cooperative Extension,” says 
Walczak, adding that CCE helped the co-op connect with 
Buffalo schools and comply with state and local policies 
for food delivery to schools. 

Around the state, CCE has become a driving force behind a 
surge in New York Farm to School (F2S) initiatives to 
stock school cafeterias with fresh, local produce, educate 
kids about the value of healthy eating and offer local food 
producers an expanded market for their goods. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture formally established F2S in 
2010; it has taken hold in New York with oversight and 
funding from various state agencies. 

Specialists with CCE’s Harvest New York pro-
gram apply findings by Cornell researchers in 
nutrition, agricultural economics and related 
fields to provide knowledge and expertise to 
launch or expand F2S projects; they also connect 
key players – growers, school food service direc-
tors, community organizers – around the table. 
CCE educators help K-12 teachers incorporate 
lessons on nutrition, food systems and related 
topics – much of it based upon curricula devel-
oped by Cornell’s NY Agriculture in the Class-
room program. The Cornell Small Farms Program 
and the Farm to School Program Work Team 
bring together faculty, extension educators and 
community partners to ensure that the latest facul-
ty and extension research informs these activities. 

“Because of Cornell’s research expertise in farming, nutri-
tion education, policy, child development and related top-
ics, there is a wealth of information we can apply to further 
strengthen New York Farm to School,” says Cheryl 
Thayer, agriculture economic development specialist for 
CCE Harvest New York.  

Most critically, CCE staff help school districts, growers 
and community agencies to secure federal and state grants 
for F2S projects. In Buffalo, CCE Harvest New York, 
along with regional partner Field & Fork Network, assisted 
with feasibility plans, technical and training assistance, and 
securing grant funding for Eden Valley to lead the Western 
New York Food Hub. The hub enabled Eden Valley to at-
tract more producers, significantly diversify its product 
line, and compete for – and win – the Buffalo schools con-
tract. 

“There isn’t really an offseason anymore,” Walczak says. 
“The food hub has made our shopping basket bigger, and 
we’re able to supply Buffalo schools for their menus all 
winter long.” 
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As other school districts move to adopt Buffalo’s recipe 
for success, F2S programs are sprouting up throughout the 
state, says Thayer. In the North Country, CCE-St. Law-
rence County is partnering with 25 local farmers to serve 
fresh produce to some 18,000 schoolchildren; in the 
Southern Tier, 20,000 students in Broome and Tioga 
counties enjoy local farm products in their cafeterias. 

Not only do such programs ensure students – particularly 
those who qualify for free or reduced-price lunches – ac-

cess to fresh, nutritious meals; they also strive to sow the 
seeds for a lifetime of healthy eating. Some schools plant 
gardens, offering lessons in food production and harvest-
ing, and serve homegrown produce in their cafeterias. 
Partnerships with local and regional growers ensure that 
funds invested by school food service departments remain 
in their neighboring communities. 

Now, the state is dangling another economic carrot to get 
schools on board. Last year New York Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo launched the “No Student Goes Hungry” initiative, 
which reimburses 25 cents per meal (a fourfold increase 
from the standard 5.9 cents-per-meal subsidy) to districts 
that purchase at least 30% of their ingredients or products 
for school lunches from New York growers. And the N.Y. 
Department of Agriculture and Markets is offering $1.5 
million for F2S programs in the next round of state fund-
ing. 

Schools are leaping at the opportunity. “The demand is 
sky high,” Thayer says. “It is one of those rare programs 
that almost anyone can get behind … schools, farmers and 
communities.” 

Students at City Honors School in Buffalo, New York, eat 
lunch on a “New York Thursday,” a weekly effort to pro-
mote the foods in the lunches that are grown or produced 
in New York state.  

The bell sounds for the first lunch period at City Honors 
School, one of the oldest, most prestigious secondary 
schools in the Buffalo district. It’s hot dog day, but with a 
twist: Every item on the tray, except the bun, originates 
from New York growers or food producers whose ingredi-
ents come from New York farms. 

The hot dog comes from Buffalo-based Wardynski’s 
Meats; filling out the tray are potato chips, broccoli, salad, 
milk and grape juice. Some students flock to the salad bar 
stocked with kale, broccoli, and red and green peppers, 
courtesy of Eden Valley Growers. A few others hurry off 
clutching a portable “fun lunch,” with New York baked 
into every bite: yogurt, cinnamon pita chips, string cheese, 
apple slices and granola. 

“The only thing more popular is chicken day,” says cafete-
ria manager Crystal Humphrey. About 600 of the school’s 
1,050 students will opt for a school lunch over the next 
couple hours; a sizable majority qualify for a free meal. 

After launching as a pilot project in 11 schools in 2014, 
Buffalo F2S now extends to 100% of schools in the dis-
trict. By spending $2.6 million on local foods, surpassing 
the state’s 30% benchmark, the district qualifies for about 
$1 million in reimbursements, which will help to further 
grow its F2S programs. 

  

Continued on page 6 
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“Cornell Cooperative Extension and Cornell University 
have been providing coordination with local farmers and 
suppliers to help us bridge those gaps we were experienc-
ing before the Farm to School program,” says Buffalo 
schools’ food service director Bridget O’Brien-Wood. 
“CCE has been with us from the very beginning. Cheryl 
doesn’t give up when it comes to our vision, and neither do 
I. This program would not be sustainable without Cheryl 
and Cornell.” 

To reach the state’s 30% challenge, O’Brien-Wood relied 
on Thayer to outline procurement processes and identify 
growers, such as Eden Valley, whose agricultural and 
packing practices meet school food service standards. CCE
-Erie County educators have helped Buffalo schools with 
nutrition and gardening programs, and advised on promot-
ing F2S activities to encourage students and their families 
to try healthier options. 

Adrienne Romanowicz, a mother of two daughters in the 
district, including a senior at City Honors, recalls being 
skeptical of the nutritional value of the school’s meals 
when her daughter started there. A volunteer with the 
school’s wellness committee, she’s observed the dramatic 
transformation under Buffalo F2S. 

“Healthy eating is huge in a child’s overall well-being and 
their ability to focus at school,” she says. “Buffalo schools 
have invested in this at every level.” 

Walczak, of Eden Valley Growers, has seen the excitement 
in his own kids, who come home talking about the fresh 
local corn or peppers, for instance, served at their schools 
in Eden. “Our growers literally work from dawn to dusk,” 
Walczak says. “It doesn’t matter if it’s raining or sleeting, 
90 degrees and humid, they’re doing whatever they can to 
get their products out there. 

“Now we’re getting more and more into local schools, and 
for some kids it may be the only nutritious meal they get 
for the day,” Walczak says. “It’s very rewarding to know 
what a difference this makes.” 

Ted Boscia is senior manager of academic communications 
in the Division of University Relations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10-year study provides model for deer 
management strategies 

By Katie Navarra  Jana Wiegand, Cornell Chronicle, Novem-
ber 14, 2019 

When the whitetail deer population becomes too high, the 
surrounding ecosystem experiences a cascade of consequenc-
es affecting everything from humans to microorganisms. 

High numbers of deer lead to increased tick-borne diseases 
and vehicle accidents, and they place more pressure on native 
vegetation from intense browsing. But when it comes to deer 
management, many municipalities and organizations roll out 
their plans without the necessary background data to inform 
which strategies work best in which circumstances. 

“There was no good way of assessing deer impacts in a stand-
ardized way,” said Bernd Blossey, associate professor in the 
Department of Natural Resources and co-chair of the Cornell 
Deer Management Committee. 

Ten years ago, Blossey set out to change that. He and his col-
laborators devised a research project based in and around the 
woods of Ithaca, and their study, “Red Oak Seedlings as Indi-
cators of Deer Browse Pressure: Gauging the Outcome of Dif-
ferent White‐Tailed Deer Management Approaches,” was 
published Nov. 8 in Ecology and Evolution. 

For the project, the team set up three specific deer-
management zones and implemented a different strategy in 
each: fertility control, using surgical sterilization; recreational 
hunting; and no management. 

The study showed that neither fertility control nor recreational 
hunting was effective at reducing whitetail deer populations 
or the pressure they place on native vegetation. 

“Despite deer sterilization rates of 90%, our findings demon-
strate that there is no hope for using fertility control to reduce 
deer populations or their impact,” Blossey said. “Similarly, 
the findings from our study also demonstrate that recreational 
hunting does not control the deer population, and it does not 
help in reducing deer impacts.” 

This knowledge was a game-changer for the university’s deer 
management program. 

Todd Bittner, director of natural areas at Cornell Botanic Gar-
dens and co-chair of the Cornell Campus Deer Management 
Committee, said Blossey’s research has driven the university 
to explore better methods to meet its management goals. 

“Our policy has been a science-driven evolution in trying less 
aggressive methods, leading to more aggressive ones, to less-
en the impact of deer populations on people and vegetation,” 
Bittner said. “We are now employing some of the lessons and 
tools from Bernd’s work; his research has allowed us to ac-
cess the efficacy of what we’re doing.” 

The university now employs a combination of all the deer 
management strategies allowed by the New York State De-
partment of Environmental Conservation. Bittner said that 
using these tools in tandem with the findings from Blossey’s 
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study has enabled the university to better align management 
strategies with outcomes. 

“Most urban deer management efforts don’t work, and that’s 
an ineffective use of taxpayer money,” Bittner said. “But now 
we have the results to say here’s what does work. Cornell is a 
leader in this research arena.” 

How Blossey’s team compiled those numbers was a novel 
strategy, and the secret to their success: red oak seedlings. 

In each of the three management zones, the team planted hun-
dreds of young oaks. Thanks to deer’s preference for tasty tree 
leaves, the team could use the seedlings as an indicator of the 
intensity of deer browsing. 

“Our study is unique; no other study has shown a clear link 
between the changes in deer population and browsing rates,” 
Blossey said. “We could assess the size of the deer population 
because we had individually marked more than 100 deer. 
Then we paired ecological outcome measurements with the 
deer population size.” 

This model has since been replicated across New York 
state, and has been successfully implemented in the Mid-
west. 

Jacqueline Corteau, an ecologist and biologist, used Blos-
sey’s model to start a similar deer monitoring project in 
November 2015 by planting red oak seedlings in the forests 
around Ann Arbor, Michigan. She said that using the seed-
lings provided a sound way to gather baseline numbers and 
to measure the deer’s impact on other vegetation, like na-
tive wildflowers. 

“Standardized monitoring methods are vital for tracking 
whether deer management efforts are resulting in decreased 
deer damage to vegetation,” Corteau said. 

This kind of long-term, evidence-based research is critical 

for creating sustainable, effective deer management strategies. 
While the university’s most recent approach has made pro-
gress, the results are still falling short of conservation goals. 

“The time frames for ecosystems, biological invasions or con-
servation efforts play out over decades or centuries,” Blossey 
said. “Short-term work may be misleading in assuming that all 
relevant factors have been captured.” 

Said Bittner: “We are using our learning laboratories here at 
Cornell to solve some of the biggest conservation challenges 
we face.” 

Co-authors on the study include Paul Curtis, extension wild-
life specialist in Cornell’s Department of Natural Resources; 
Jason Boulanger, assistant professor of wildlife ecology at the 
University of North Dakota; and Andrea Dávalos, assistant 
professor in the Biological Sciences Department at SUNY 
Cortland. 

Katie Navarra is a freelance writer for the College of Agricul-
ture and Life Sciences; Jana Wiegand is the editorial content 
manager at CALS. 



 

8 

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR REPAIRS OR 
UPGRADES THAT IMPROVE SAFETY 
ON NY FARMS  
 

 
 
The New 
York Center 
for Agricul-
tural Medi-

cine and Health (NYCAMH) is offering financial assis-
tance to farm operations for repairs and upgrades that help 
make for a safer workplace. Funds of up to $5,000 are 
available on a first-come, first-served basis to applications 
approved through the John May Farm Safety Fund. 
 
The cost-matching program is designed to address the 
unique needs of small and medium-sized farm operations. 
Unlike many agricultural grants, the application process 
for this program is straightforward. The fund reimburses 
approved applicants for 50% of the farm’s total project 
cost, up to $5,000. 
 
“As farms are experiencing slim profit margins in recent 
years, it can be difficult for farm owners to do much more 
than keep the farm operating day to day,” says NYCAMH 
director Julie Sorensen. Spending money on fixing fenc-
ing, broken or outdated machinery, neglected electrical 
issues and other issues can push small and mid-sized 
farms to the edge of failure. “Not fixing them, however, 
can also lead to serious injuries,” adds Sorensen. 
 
Established in 2015, the program was named after Dr. 
John May, co-founder of NYCAMH, a non-profit health 
and safety center for New York farmers. NYCAMH’s 
mission is to enhance agricultural and rural health by pre-
venting and treating occupational injury and illness. 
 
More than $280,000 has been approved for 72 farm pro-
jects in the past four years. The application process re-
quires a free and confidential walkthrough of the farm 
with a NYCAMH safety specialist to assess safety needs 
and make recommendations. Site visits can help to identi-
fy multiple improvements for which a farm can apply. To 
date, only six applications have been denied. 

 
The average project reimbursement has been $3,800. An 
array of projects have been funded, including a number of 
animal-handling systems for livestock farms, a grain bin 
repair, an eyewash station, and an electrical upgrade for an 
aquaculture farm. 
 
For additional information, to download an application or 
to see videos of funded projects, go to https://
www.nycamh.org/programs-and-services/john-may-farm-
safety-fund.php, call 800-343-7527 or email at 
jmfsf@bassett.org<mailto:jmfsf@bassett.org>. 

 
 
FAQs 
Who can apply? 
Applicants to the John May Farm Safety Fund must meet 
the following criteria: 
 
 Active farmer, part-time or full-time; 
 New York State resident 
 Annual farm gross income of $10,000 to $350,000 for 

non-dairy operations or fewer than 700 milking cows 
for a dairy operation 

 
What can the funds be used for? 
Funds can be used towards a repair or upgrade that ad-
dresses a work-related safety issue. 
 
What can’t the funds be used for? 
 
•      Starting up a farm business. 
 Installing a rollbar on a tractor (go to 

www.ropsr4u.org<http://www.ropsr4u.org> to learn 
how you can get up to a 70% rebate on a ROPs retro-
fit). 

 Purchasing a PTO shield (NYCAMH’s PPE program 
offers a universal shield at cost) 

•         Anything related to ATVs. 
 
 Paying for the farmer’s time if the project is self-

installed. 

https://www.nycamh.org/programs-and-services/john-may-farm-safety-fund.php
https://www.nycamh.org/programs-and-services/john-may-farm-safety-fund.php
https://www.nycamh.org/programs-and-services/john-may-farm-safety-fund.php
mailto:jmfsf@bassett.org%3cmailto:jmfsf@bassett.org
http://www.ropsr4u.org%3chttp:/www.ropsr4u.org
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Where do I begin? 
 
•         Download an application at https://
www.nycamh.org/programs-and-services/john-may-farm-
safety-fund.phpwww.nycamh.org’s<http://
www.nycamh.org's>. 

 
If you’re unsure of your farm’s safety needs or how to pri-
oritize them, start by requesting a free, confidential on-farm 
walkthrough with a NYCAMH safety specialist. 
 
What is expected of fund recipients? 
Fund recipients must: submit an application;  agree to a 
farm safety walkthrough with a NYCAMH’s safety special-
ist in order to identify safety hazards on the farm. Safety 
walkthroughs are confidential and help farm owners identi-
fy what projects might be best suited to the fund applica-
tion process. 
 
Recipients must pay for the project upfront and receive a 
reimbursement of 50% of the project’s cost, up to $5,000, 
when completed and complete the project within one year 
of approval. 
 
What is the deadline? 
There is no deadline. Applications are reviewed upon re-
ceipt.  
 
Contact; Maryellen Driscoll, Communications Coordinator 
 
Tel (607) 547-6023 ex. 2208 | 
Maryellen.driscoll@bassett.org<mailto:Maryellen.driscoll
@bassett.org 
 

 

Streamside Conservation on Local 
Farm 

On a foggy Saturday morning in October volunteers from 
the Ranch Riders 4-H Club and the Owego Rotary Club 
met at Heritage Pastures Farm in Nichols to plant trees and 
shrubs along a stream.  This beef farm is owned and operat-
ed by the Hobbs Family. They have a long history of pro-
tecting natural resources on their property and managing 
their farm with good environmental stewardship.  

Recently they embarked on a project with Tioga County 
Soil and Water Conservation District to extend the forested 
area beside their stream. Streams are healthiest when the 
riparian area, or land area next to the stream, is forested. If 
the riparian area is not vegetated, or if the vegetation is of 
poor quality, stream stability is vulnerable. This vegetation, 
or riparian buffer, provides stream bank stability that reduc-
es erosion and creates both terrestrial and aquatic habitat 
for wildlife. The buffer also filters and cleans water before 
it reaches the stream. The volunteers made quick work of 
planting the 100 trees and shrubs in the riparian buffer and 
then enjoyed a picnic lunch onsite. Thank you to the Hobbs 
Family for being such great stewards of the land and to our 
volunteers for your hard work getting plants in the ground! 

If you own land next to a stream and want to extend your 
riparian buffer, contact Tioga County Soil and Water at 
(607) 687-3553. The plants and materials are free and help 
planting the buffer can be arranged. This program is for any 
land alongside streams in the county, public or private. 

Upstate NY Professor releases finding from Statewide 
tick study 

The Thangamani Lab at Upstate Medical University has 
been collecting and testing ticks all across New York State 
since July. The results are in, and about one-third of the 
ticks sent to the lab were found carrying disease.  

But the news is worse in Tioga County, where over 50% of 
the ticks sampled were positive for Lyme’s Disease. 

https://www.nycamh.org/programs-and-services/john-may-farm-safety-fund.phpwww.nycamh.org's%3chttp:/www.nycamh.org's
https://www.nycamh.org/programs-and-services/john-may-farm-safety-fund.phpwww.nycamh.org's%3chttp:/www.nycamh.org's
https://www.nycamh.org/programs-and-services/john-may-farm-safety-fund.phpwww.nycamh.org's%3chttp:/www.nycamh.org's
https://www.nycamh.org/programs-and-services/john-may-farm-safety-fund.phpwww.nycamh.org's%3chttp:/www.nycamh.org's
mailto:Maryellen.driscoll@bassett.org%3cmailto:Maryellen.driscoll@bassett.org
mailto:Maryellen.driscoll@bassett.org%3cmailto:Maryellen.driscoll@bassett.org
https://www.localsyr.com/news/local-news/upstate-professor-releases-findings-from-statewide-tick-study/?fbclid=IwAR3KF3CNs95goz0K8G2yxAXKg7rqDbApT_b3Vif-NI7pWxGF_zRer_Ai2LE
https://www.localsyr.com/news/local-news/upstate-professor-releases-findings-from-statewide-tick-study/?fbclid=IwAR3KF3CNs95goz0K8G2yxAXKg7rqDbApT_b3Vif-NI7pWxGF_zRer_Ai2LE
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News, Notes and Workshops for Tioga 
and Chemung County Farmers and  
Gardeners 
  

CALLING ALL WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE!  

JOIN US FOR A MONTHLY DISCUSSION GROUP 
WITH FOOD, FELLOWSHIP & SOME 
KNOWLEDGE!  

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Broome County invites 
all women involved in agriculture to join us for a monthly 
discussion group! It’s FREE! There’s food!  

Please see our schedule and topics below. All sessions run 
11:30am-1pm and will take place in the Agriculture Devel-
opment Center. Click here to register so we can ensure we 
have enough food! You can register for one, or all three!  

Tuesday December 10th: Recordkeeping to Start the Year 
off Right: We’ll learn about how we can implement some 
easy recordkeeping to make our lives easier when it gets to 
tracking income and expenses.  

This program is supported by a private donation.  

 

Southern Tier Maple School 

Thursday, December 12th from 5:30 to 8:30 pm at the Ty-
rone Fire Department; 3600 State Route 226; Tyrone New 
York 14887. Cornell Cooperative Extension’s State Maple 
Specialist, Steve Childs, will lead this annual refresher to 
help maple producers of all levels improve the productivity, 
efficiency and profitability of their operations. This work-
shop will also qualify for certification for the new “NYS 
Grown and Certified Maple”. Light refreshments provided. 
$5 donation at the door. For general information on maple 
syrup production, please visit: www.cornellmaple.com For 
additional questions, contact Brett Chedzoy of Schuyler 
CCE at 607-535-7161, or by email at: bjc226@cornell.edu 

 

NOFA-NY 2020 Winter Conference 

January 17-19, 2020; Syracuse NY  
Northeast Organic Farming Association-NY’s 38th Annual 
Winter Conference is an unparalleled opportunity to connect 
with sustainability-minded farmers, gardeners, and consum-
ers.  
Click here to view information related to the conference.   

The conference is one of the largest in the region with more 
than 1,100 attendees annually, plus more than 100 educa-
tional workshops and an approximate 80 trade show ven-
dors. This year, we are combining our two flagship events - 
the Winter Conference and the 9th Annual Organic Dairy 
and Field Crop Conference into one weekend - bringing 

you the highest level of programming possible. We hope to 
see you there! 

2020 Hemp Session @ the Empire State Producers Expo 

Thursday, January 16, 2020 at 9:00am to 2:15pm 

Oncenter, Ballroom East 800 S. State St., Syracuse, NY 
13202 

BALLROOM EAST 
Session Organized by: Maire Ullrich, CCE Eastern NY 
Horticulture Program 

9:00 AM Welcome 

9:10 AM Update on Permitting in New York - Chris 
Logue, Director, Division of Plant Industries NYS DAM 

9:30 AM Production Costs and Budgeting for Hemp - John 
Hanchar, NWNY Dairy, Livestock, and Field Crops Pro-
gram Specialist, CCE 

9:50 AM Considerations in greenhouse production of 
Hemp: From cuttings to flowers - Neil Mattson, Cornell 

10:10 AM What's New From Industry 

10:45 AM Weed Management in Hemp - Lynn Sosnoskie, 
Cornell 

11:05 AM Pesticide Applications for Hemp - Jeanine 
Broughel, Chief, Pesticide Product Registration Section, 
Bureau of Pesticides Management, NYSDEC 

11:25 AM Powdery Mildew on Hemp - Chris Smart & Ali 
Cala, Cornell 

11:45 AM Crop Insurance Options for Hemp Growers - 
Jennifer Ifft, Cornell 

1:30 PM Cornell Hemp Trial Results 2019 -Larry Smart, 
Cornell 

2:00 PM Organic Certification for Hemp What does it re-
quire to certify? – Lauren Tonti, Certification Co-Director, 
NOFA-NY Certified Organic 

2:15 PM End 

New Tools Available to Help Farms Manage Over-
time Regulations 

On January 1, 2020 New York farms will have to pay 
overtime wages for nearly all employees that work over 
60 hours a week. Researchers and extension educators 
from Cornell University have developed several tools to 
help New York farms manage through these changes, 
including spreadsheets and worksheets. 

https://agworkforce.cals.cornell.edu/regulations/
overtime/  

https://cornell.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2b98f769fd5fde2162d5a24f1&id=aabcdca075&e=c3305b29cd
https://agworkforce.cals.cornell.edu/regulations/overtime/
https://agworkforce.cals.cornell.edu/regulations/overtime/
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Trees for Tributaries Program: An 
Opportunity to Reforest Your 
Streamside Areas 

Do you have a stream running through your property? In 
Tioga County, there are over 1,000 miles of stream, so 
there is a pretty good chance you or your neighbor might! 
Streams are their best when the riparian area, or land area 
next to the stream, is forested. The New York State De-
partment of Environment Conservation’s “Trees for Tribu-
taries” Program provides landowners with native trees and 
shrubs at no cost to reforest these streamside areas. 

If the riparian area is not vegetated, or if the vegetation is 
of poor quality, stream stability is vulnerable. This vegeta-
tion, or riparian buffer, provides many services in regard to 
stream stability, but also to terrestrial and aquatic habitat. 
The riparian area aids in stream stability by slowing flood 
waters, as well as, reducing bed and bank erosion. Both 
aquatic and terrestrial habitats benefit from this area too. 
Shaded streams have lower temperatures and higher oxy-
gen content providing for a more habitable area for inver-
tebrates and fish. Riparian buffers filter out nutrients from 
storm water, therefore protecting waterways from nutrient 
pollution, and the diverse shaded riparian area provides for 
a refuge and corridor for land animals. Plus, pollinators 
and migratory birds are attracted to these areas! 

Additionally, riparian forest buffers enhance aesthetic and 
economic value of our properties, may create privacy 
green screens, or create hunting ground. 

Tioga County Soil and Water Conservation District is here 
to help you plan and plant your buffer through this pro-
gram. The main eligibility requirement is to have a stream 
on your property. Private and public sites qualify for the 
program. 

If you or someone you know is interested in learning more 
about the program, please contact Taylor Held 
(heldt@co.tioga.ny.us) or Danielle Singer 
(singerd@co.tioga.ny.us) at the Tioga Soil and Water 
Conservation District or call (607)687-3553. 

 

Join us for the 25th Annual Mid-Winter Maple Con-
ference!  

January 3-4, NYS Fairgrounds, Syracuse 

Here's what you have to look forward to: 
  
Friday: 
4pm-9pm – Trade Show 
4:30pm-6:30pm – Workshops 

 5:00-7:30 – Dinner 
 6:30 until done – Used maple equipment auction 
 8:00pm-9:15pm – NEW THIS YEAR!! Maple Beer, Spir-
its and Wine Tasting Seminar. An additional $10 per per-
son for 3 beverage samples and appetizers. Please note, 
you must be 21 to participate. ID will be checked.  
8:00pm-9:15pm – To celebrate our 25th year, we will 
have live music by Matt Grainger! 
  
 Saturday: 
8:00am-4:00pm – Trade Show, Workshops and Seminars. 
  
Click here for a tentative list of workshop/seminar topics.  
  
**To register, complete and return the registration form 
with payment. To receive the pre-registration discounted 
price, your paperwork must be postmarked by December 
1st!** 
  
Coming from out of town? We have reserved a “maple 
block” of rooms at the Quality Inn, located at 100 Farrell 
Rd (just five minutes from the Fairgrounds). Rooms start 
at $65.99 per night. To reserve a room, call 315-457-8700 
and be sure to request the maple block. 
 
Questions? Contact Conference Coordinator, Keith 
Schiebel, at kschiebel@tds.net or 315.335.0887.  

 

Looking for someone to farm your land? Looking for 
some farmland?  

CCE South Central NY Ag Program Can Help! 

As a Regional Navigator, CCE Tompkins County & the 
Farmland for a New Generation New York offers services 
to help farmland seekers – new farmers and younger gen-
erations of farm families – while supporting retiring farm-
ers and other farmland owners in successfully transferring 
their farms. This technical assistance includes:  

• Finger Lakes LandLink (http://
www.fingerlakeslandlink.org/) provides an opportunity for 
landowners to list properties they would like to rent to 
farmers and land seekers/farmers can create a profile on 
the site to describe their farming plans.  This site covers 
14 Finger Lakes counties.  

• For a statewide listing site visit -  online directory 
(NYFarmlandFinder) of available farm properties across 
New York and profiles of farmers in search of land —> 
make a profile as a landseeker, or a landowner with availa-
ble land to lease or rent 

• Trainings, materials, and model documents to educate 
and support farmers and landowners including sample 
leases can be found on both sites. 

UPCOMING WEBINARS FOR LAND OWNERS AND 
LAND SEEKERS HOSTED AT CCE TOMPKINS –  

mailto:heldt@co.tioga.ny.us
mailto:ingerd@co.tioga.ny.us
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FELCO Launches Free Replacement Initiative  

Offers Replacements for Customers Who Purchased 
Counterfeit Pruners on Amazon 

FELCO announced today that it has launched a new initia-
tive targeted at an estimated 3,000 customers who unknow-
ingly purchased counterfeit pruners on Amazon. Its new 
website, www.realfelco.com, guides customers to mail in 
their counterfeit tool and receive a genuine FELCO tool in 
return, free of charge. 

“In 2018, we started receiving emails from long-time de-
voted customers who unknowingly purchased counterfeit 
tools on Amazon with the FELCO brand and with a re-
markable visual likeness to authentic FELCO tools,” said 
Stephan Kopietzki, Chief Commercial Officer. “We imme-
diately reached out to Amazon to attempt to resolve the 
issue, but have been unable to settle it satisfactorily. Coun-
terfeit tools continue to be sold on Amazon, even as recent-
ly as this week, and some customers have returned counter-
feits only to receive a replacement counterfeit product from 
Amazon – that just doesn’t live up to our customer expecta-
tions. FELCO tools are world-renowned for quality, dura-

bility and longevity and our customers are im-

portant to us. There is only one FELCO, so we decided to 
take matters into our own hands to make sure all our cus-
tomers are using genuine FELCO products.”  

Customers who think they may have a counterfeit tool 
should visit www.realfelco.com, download a free shipping 
label, and mail their counterfeit tool to FELCO. If the tool 
is determined to be a counterfeit, FELCO will ship a new, 
genuine FELCO tool back to the customer at no charge.  

FELCO estimates the Asian-made counterfeit tools were 
sold on Amazon from Oct 2018 onward, but anyone who 
believes they may have a counterfeit tool is encouraged to 
send it in for evaluation.  

 

 

Have you visited your CCE Tioga or Chemung website 
recently?   

There is a wealth on information on our CCE websites—
from how to grow your own vegetables to forestry issues to 
emergency preparedness.   

CCE Tioga website:  http://tioga.cce.cornell.edu/  

CCE Chemung website:  http://chemung.cce.cornell.edu/  

 

 

Helping You Put Knowledge To Work 
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individu-
als with  Disabilities and that provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

http://www.realfelco.com/
http://www.realfelco.com/
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2020 membership dues—$99 

Farm Bureau is not just for dairy farmers!  If you have any 
type of farm:  beef, sheep, nursery, hemp, etc., think about 
joining Farm Bureau.  Farm Bureau is YOUR advocate for 
farming issues!! 


