
1. Plant bulbs- Bulbs like tulip, daffodil, hyacinth, and allium need to be planted in the fall because they 
need to go through a cold period in order to stimulate flowering in the spring. They can be planted 
anytime up until the ground freezes, but get them in before December 15th for the best results. 

2. Plant garlic in early November or after the first frost in the fall. Plant individual cloves 2 inches deep and 
5 inches apart with the tips pointing up. Hard or stiff neck varieties grow the best in our climate. 

3. Clean up gardens- If you haven’t already done so, remove all plant debris that remains in your gardens. 
This will help prevent disease and discourage rodents and insects that might use that debris as a home.  

4. Sterilize staking materials- If you have early blight or septoria leaf spot in your garden, sterilize tomato 
stakes and cages in a bleach solution. Disease spores can be carried over on these items.  

5. Till in organic matter- If you till in compost, manure, or peat moss now, you won’t have to do it in the 
spring! 

6. After a couple of hard freezes, mulch tender perennials. This keeps the ground frozen so that perennials 
don’t wake up too early during a warm spell only to get knocked back by a subsequent frost.  

7. Wrap the trunks of young trees with chicken wire or screening to prevent rodent damage. 
8. Wrap evergreens subject to prevailing winds or salt spray with burlap to prevent browning. 
9. Bring in rain gauges so they don’t crack over the winter. 
10. Find and clean up garden tools and store them for the winter. Wash, dry, and wipe down with oil to 

prevent rust. 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  
or jefferson@cornell.edu. 

 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
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