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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: UNTERMYER PARK AND GARDENS 

By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 

Image a private garden that once attracted over 30,000 visitors in a single day. Image those 
gardens surrounding a huge mansion built in the 1860s on a hill overlooking the Hudson River 
and the Palisades. Imagine scores of greenhouses filled with orchids, flowers, fruits and 
vegetables. Then image those gardens falling into disrepair and becoming forgotten. Finally 
imagine a conservancy established to reclaim their lost splendor. Then plan a trip to experience 
their restoration.     

Untermyer Park and Gardens is located two miles west of the Saw Mill River Parkway in 
Yonkers NY and is an absolute must-see destination. At the height of its splendor there were 
145 acres surrounding a 99-room mansion called Greystone. Additionally it included 60 
greenhouses with 60 horticultural staff. In 1948 the home was demolished, the gardens fell into 
disrepair and all but 16 acres were sold. In 2011, the Untermyer Gardens Conservancy, a non-
profit organization, was founded to collaborate with the city of Yonkers to facilitate its 
restoration. The park today encompasses 43 
acres and is in the midst of a stunning revival.  
 
Head Gardener Timothy Tilghman met us at the 
entrance to the walled garden to share some 
background. In 1865 John Waring, a hat 
manufacturer, built Greystone on 33 acres. In 
1879 Samuel J. Tilden, the 25th Governor of New 
York and the Democratic candidate for president 
in 1876, purchased the property. Tilden was the 
first resident at Greystone to be actively interested 
in horticulture. During his time there, he built 
thirteen greenhouses - both for ornamental plants 
and for fruit and vegetables.  
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Samuel J. Untermyer, a prominent New York lawyer, purchased Greystone at auction from the 
Tilden estate in 1899. Born in Virginia in 1858, Untermyer moved to New York shortly after his 
father’s death. Although the family was impoverished by the Civil War, by age 20 Untermyer 
graduated from Columbia Law School and by age 25 was earning over $50,000 yearly. Not only 
was he a brilliant lawyer, he was also a passionate and knowledgeable about gardener.  
 
In 1916, Samuel Untermyer hired William Welles Bosworth, an Ecole des Beaux Arts trained 
architect and landscape designer, to create the "greatest gardens in the world." In the years 
following, Bosworth created the formal gardens of Greystone which were open to the public 
once a week.  
Greystone and the Untermyer gardens were quite famous. An article in “Samuel Untermyer in 

His Enchanted Gardens” describes that there were 30,000 
rhododendrons planted and that 1200 tons of straw-manure 
were used a year. In spring, 50,000 tulips bloomed with 50,000 
pansies planted underneath. In summer Lantana plants were 
trained into standard form trees 4-5 feet tall.  
 
An article in “The Boutonnières of Mr. Untermyer" describes 
the demise of Greystone. Untermyer had hoped to donate the 
estate to the State of New York or the county of Westchester 
or the city of Yonkers but did not provide an endowment to 
accompany the donation. When he died March 16, 1940 at the 
end of the depression, costs associated with the estate were 
of great concern. Finally, in 1946 the City of Yonkers agreed to 
accept sixteen acres of the estate. The rest of the land was 
sold. The mansion was torn down in 1948.   
 
Tilghman, who has a BS in Plant Science/Ornamental 
Horticulture started at Untermeyer eight years ago and is now 
joined by a staff of six. Previously he held positions at Wave 
Hill and Rocky Gardens and was a senior garden editor at 
Martha Stewart Living. He is the first full time gardener at the 
site since Untermyer died. 
He explained that he is 
using Untermyer’s 

architecture and vision but rehabilitating the gardens from a 
private showcase to a public park for enjoyment and 
education with new plants and a dynamic, changing design.  
 
With Tim’s introduction complete, we walked through an 
elegant yet simple set of doors into a cool shaded grove of 
enormous weeping beech trees and the fantastic Walled 
Garden, reported to be the finest Persian garden in the 
Western Hemisphere. Canals that represent the four rivers of 
Paradise create four land quadrants that symbolize the 
elements earth, air, fire and water. Fastigiated (columnar) 
beeches line the side of the pathways under planted with 
spring bulbs similar to Untermyer’s design. But the “Lantana 
trees” along the waterways have been replaced with less 
formal summer and autumn plantings. Greek-inspired 

https://www.untermyergardens.org/uploads/2/5/8/5/25851288/better_homes___garden_february_1928_1.pdf
https://www.untermyergardens.org/uploads/2/5/8/5/25851288/better_homes___garden_february_1928_1.pdf
https://www.untermyergardens.org/uploads/2/5/8/5/25851288/a_reporter_at_large-lr.pdf
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elements including an amphitheater and the Temple of the Sky provide areas to linger and 
absorb the garden’s beauty.   

 
The borders of the Walled Garden are planted to 
take advantage of different cultural conditions. 
The east border hosts shade and partial shade-
loving perennials including some marginally 
hardy specimens protected by the wall. The west 
border has sun-loving perennials, including 
roses traditional to Indo-Persian gardens. The 
lower terrace contains a mosaic lined reflecting 
pool on the south side with fantastic mosaics 
(currently in disrepair), and to the north a lovely 
restored loggia.  
 
An inconspicuous doorway in the loggia leads to 
the Vista and Visa Overlook.  

 
This restoration of a series of stairs is lined with over 100 Japanese cedar (Cryptomeria 
japonica 'Radicans') and beds of Aureola Golden Variegated Japanese Forest Grass 
(Hakonechloa macra 'Aureola). The site had been very overgrown. Over 60 trees were 
removed, mostly Norway maples. A few huge trees original to Untermyer’s garden remain 
including Horse Chestnut, Oak, Sweet Gum, Katsura and Kentucky Coffee.  

 
 
To the north of the Vista are the remnants of two Color 
Gardens, reached through gaps in the walls lining the 
steps. Originally there were six gardens (planted in pink, 
blue, red, white, yellow) and a delphinium garden, but the 
upper gardens are on land now owned by a neighboring 
hospital. Remnants of the Rose and Dahlia gardens are 
visible to the north. Tim shared some ideas for their 
possible restoration in the future.  
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We walked down the stairs to the magnificent 
Vista Overlook and learned about the Gate 
House and the Lion and Unicorn Gate which is 
now a public entrance from the Old Croton 
Aqueduct State Historic Park. Next we followed 
a woodland trail and carriage trial to the final 
stop, the Temple of Love, perched atop an 
extensive series of rock gardens and water 
features. Recently restored and elaborately 
planted, providing glorious views of the Hudson 
and Palisades, it was a perfect place to rest and 
reflect on this amazing destination.  
 
Samuel Untermyer was a renowned lawyer. His 
obituary on the front page of the New York 
Times calls him one of the nation’s most noted 
legal investigators and goes on at great length 
describing his business accomplishments. He 
was also passionately interested in horticulture. 
He famously said that if he could do it over 
again, he would want to be the Parks 
Commissioner in New York City. Two 
paragraphs in the obituary refer to his gardens.  
 

Untermyer’s favorite flowers are reported to have been Delphiniums, Dahlias and Orchids. He 
famously wore a small orchid (usually Odontonia) as a boutonniere each day, with staff often 
replacing the flowers mid-day to ensure they were not wilted. When he moved to California near 
the end of his life, orchids were air-mailed to him weekly.  
 
The Untermeyer Gardens Conservancy in partnership with the City of Yonkers is reviving these 
gardens, once called “America’s Most Spectacular Garden” to their former glory. Head 
Gardener Timothy Tilghman’s enthusiasm for the gardens is contagious and his skilled 
rehabilitation is astonishing. Read more at www.UntermyerGardens.org.  
    
Untermyer Park and Gardens is a City of Yonkers public park that opens at 7am, and closes an 
hour before sunset every day. There is no entry fee. 
 
Photos courtesy of the author  

 
TIME TO HARVEST THAT LAST BATCH OF PESTO? 

 

FIRST FROST: A QUICK PRIMER 
 

By Chris Ferrero, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
If you measure the end of vegetable season by the date you wake up to 
limp, black leaves on your basil plants, life can be simple. 
 
It's true that basil, which seems to give up the ghost at the lightest possible 
frost, is among the most tender crops and the first harbinger of the end of 
the growing season in our northern climate.  

http://www.untermyergardens.org/
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The simple definition of the First Frost is the average first light freeze in 
the fall, and the dates are set each year by the NOAA National Centers 
for Environmental Information.  But the date and form of "First Frost" is 
more complicated than temperature, and can be confusing if you're just 
paying attention to the thermometer.  
 

The Farmer's Almanac shows that even within Dutchess County, the date varies widely. If you 
live in southern Dutchess towns like Beacon, East Fishkill or Pawling, it's October 12-14.  
Further north in Millbrook, and northwest to Rhinebeck, the prediction was September 21. 
Northeast to Amenia and Pine Plains, it was October 1. So much for predictions.   
 
Why the variation? Frost dates 
don't correlate exactly with the 
USDA Plant Hardiness Zone map, 
which generally puts the southern 
half of Dutchess county in Zone 6a 
and the northern half in Zone 5b 
with a small spot of 5a in Clinton 
and Milan. These ratings are 
based on average annual extreme 
minimum temperature.  (The map 
shown here is from the USDA   
Interactive Plant Hardiness Zone   
Map.)  

 
 
 
Within the county, there are also wide variations in topography 
and population.  Cold air masses can collect in low areas, so 
for example the slopes along the Hudson River where apples 
are grown are quite vulnerable to cold damage. Urban areas - 
even small cities like Beacon and Poughkeepsie - can hold 
onto warmth longer.  And of course, even in your own yard, 
you can identify other microclimates where tree cover, wind 
and sun exposure, water features and structural protection 
modify risk to your plantings. 
 
 
 
 

It is generally agreed that you can target your First 
Frost date more accurately with your Zip Code. You 
can do that on the Old Farmer's Almanac site and 
others, but the National Gardening Association 
actually uses NOAA data to provide you with a range 
of dates by probability (10%-90%).  
 
Armed with this information, you can time your last 
fall harvest - and your last batch of pesto! - more 
accurately. 

https://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/PHZMWeb/
https://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/PHZMWeb/InteractiveMap.aspx
https://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/PHZMWeb/InteractiveMap.aspx
https://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/PHZMWeb/InteractiveMap.aspx
https://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/PHZMWeb/InteractiveMap.aspx
https://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/PHZMWeb/InteractiveMap.aspx
https://www.almanac.com/gardening/frostdates
https://garden.org/apps/frost-dates/
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Rising from the Ashes 
The World Trade Center Becomes Relevant Again 

By Mark E. Sosnowitz, CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer, LASN, ASLA, GCSAA 
 

This article originally appeared in Landscape Architect NS Specifier News in its August 2019 
issue. Photos courtesy of the author. 
 
Every New Yorker who lives, works or visits the city has an attachment to its culture, 
architecture and its layout.  Like Yankee Stadium, the Empire State Building or the Statue of 
Liberty, the 16-acre WTC is and was no different. 
 

 
 
Above: The 9/11 memorial is an 8-acre site that includes twin reflecting pools, each with 30-foot 
waterfalls,  a plaza with a grove of over 400 trees and the glass and steel World Trade Center 
Transportation Hub with its distinctive white interlocking ribs.  Landscape architect Peter Walker of PWP 
Landscape Architecture in Berkeley, California, and architect Michael Arad of Handel Architects in New 
York City were selected from a global competition that included more than 5,200 entries from 63 nations 
to create the memorial’s design.  
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The Way It Was 
I got to watch the Nation’s and Constitutional Bicentennials from my brother-in-law’s 57th story 
office in the South Tower, in 1976 and ’86 respectively: in both cases seeing the tall ships and 
the fireworks.  
 
In 1996, I managed the Design and Construction Renovation for a restaurant on the 
transportation level of the North Tower.  
 
I also, sadly in retrospect, spent the final New Year’s Eve at the famous “Windows on the World” 
restaurant high atop the North Tower, ringing in the 2001 New Year, never dreaming that the 
buildings would disappear that year. 
 
As I reflect on it, it occurs to me that it was like being on the Titanic, of course not knowing the 
horrific end for the behemoth that was soon to befall it. A few days after 9/11, when they 
reopened the roads and bridges, I had to travel to N.J. from N.Y. on the George Washington 
Bridge: all the way across, looking south to where the Towers stood, to see what I could see, to 
see what was left, to see and try to understand what had happened.  Just as I crossed halfway, 
it dawned on me, there was nothing to see, as the buildings, just weren’t there anymore. 
 
Rebuilding Our Honor 
From the ruins, several things have materialized and once again show how great NYC and 
America is.  

First and foremost, is the Memorial and the surrounding plaza and park, which once you’re in 
the middle of, the rest of the world is blocked out by the sound of water falling, and screened out 
with plenty of trees.  Suddenly you realize, solemnly, where you are and why you’re there.  And 
that really works thanks to the hundreds of Swamp White Oak trees, which were selected for 
hardiness and disease resistance.  

 

The design firm behind the transformation is PWP Landscape Architecture led by Peter Walker, 

FASLA. Michael Arad and Davis Brody Bond headed up the project.  

Left: The Memorial’s plaza and park 
features 416 Swamp White Oak 
trees, which were selected because 
of their durability, leaf color – in 
autumn they range from amber to 
pink – and the fact that no two are 
identical as they grow at different 
rates (they can reach up to 60 feet 
in height in their present 
environment) and their leaves 
change color at different times. The 
paving system for the plaza 
designed by Walker uses concrete 
tables faced with stone pavers that 
are suspended over the beds of 
uncompacted soil to promote the 
health of the trees. Blocks of granite 
serve as benches. 
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As PWP puts it, “Two gigantic voids – in the footprints of the Twin Towers – and a surrounding 
forest of oak trees form the core of the rebuilt World Trade Center in New York City and provide 
a place for contemplation and remembrance within this revitalized urban center.”  
 
The entire site is eight acres.  The two Memorial Pools are located in the exact outline of the two 
collapsed towers, each one an acre in size. The Memorial was completed in August of 2015. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I spoke with Walker and I was left with the belief that the concept, design and construction of the 
Memorial had to serve many purposes for many groups of people. 
 
It was to be an active 24/7/365 living memorial, inviting participation and providing the emotion 
of what happened there, to be caught "in the moment". 
 
It was to have active and functional walkways, benches, planters, trees and water features that 
would allow the public to get on with their lives going to and from work, but yet serve the 
mourners and visitors to the area. 
 
It was to allow the area to regenerate offices and businesses and facilitate transportation and 
shopping in much the same manner as before 9/11.  
  
And it was to move the area from destruction and devastation, to reflection and honor; leading 
to the addition of new, modern, future endeavors for forthcoming generations of New Yorkers, 
Americans and citizens of the world. 
 
Bringing People In 

Complementing the landscape and serving as reminders of 
the Twin Towers and other lost buildings, new structures are 
appearing. One is the replacement for the redeveloped 
Hudson Terminal station, which opened on July 6, 1971 and 
was destroyed on 9/11. The new permanent station was 
started in 2008 and was opened on March 3, 2016 as “The 
World Trade Center Transportation Hub.” 

Right: The two Memorial 
Pools, each nearly an 
acre in size, are set within 
the footprints of the two 
collapsed towers.   Built 
from steel and concrete, 
they are lined with panels 
of smooth, dark granite. 
Inscribed in bronze 
around the twin memorial 
pools are the names of 
the 9/11 victims. 

 

Left: The transportation hub was designed by architect Santiago 
Calatrava, with white ribs that interlock high above the ground to 
resemble "a bird flying from the hands of a child".  It is glass and 
steel, 115 feet long and 95 feet high and surrounded by non-
retractable bollards. Inside this barrier are precast concrete planters; 
some filled with ivy and some with small shrubs.  
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In Closing 
NYC is an ever-changing canvas - different designs and ideas, some well accepted, some 
controversial, some work, some don’t.  This landscape design intermeshed with the majestic 
new architecture does. 
 
While each new component of the World Trade Center does and can stand alone, the beauty of 
the area is how well it flows and works together. 
 
Few places in America, give one the spiritual and emotional feeling that this new memorial 
imparts.  
 
For more information on Landscape Architect and Specifier News visit https://landscapearchitect.com 

 
 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 

NYS IPM Spotted Lanternfly Web Page 
Low-tech Tools for Evaluating Tree Health  
NYS IPM Weeding Now Reduces Weeds Later  
Help Bees in Lean Times with a Variety of Blooms 
Insect Repellent Essentials: A Brief Guide  
 
 

CCEDC ARLINGTON CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASSES 
“FALL” IN LOVE WITH GARDENING ALL YEAR 

 
The arrival of autumn does not mean you need to stop gardening. Learn about great fall garden 
activities from CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteers. Four classes are offered. Each class is $15 
and is from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in classroom 1119 at Arlington High School, 1157 Route 55, 
Lagrangeville.  Register online  (Scroll down to see lists of classes) or call 845-486-4860 ext. 
32102. 
 
Pests of Gardeners: Ticks, Jumping Worms and Spotted Lanternfly 
You know how to protect your plants from pests, but do you know how to protect yourself and 
your soil? Learn about ticks and their habitat and how to avoid being bitten by a tick. Also learn 
about two other invasive pests newly detected in New York, jumping worms and spotted 
lanternfly, why you should care and what you can do about them.  
Course #4492   ▪   Thu 10/10 
 
Extending Your Growing Season 
Extend your growing season for continued harvests of cool weather veggies! Learn to build a 
low cost poly-tunnel from inexpensive, readily-available materials, to mount on top of an existing 
raised bed. 
Course #4493   ▪   Thu 10/17 
 
Deer Defense: How to Co-exist with the Wiliest of Wildlife 
There are lots of ways to garden in Dutchess County without sacrificing all your hard work to 
marauding deer. This presentation uses Cornell research-proven methods in three categories: 
Barriers, Repellents and Alternative Landscape Choices. You will be given several resources 
and the best ideas available for deer-resistant landscape plants and perennials. 
Course #4494   ▪   Thu 10/24 

https://landscapearchitect.com/
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://www.morningagclips.com/low-tech-tools-for-evaluating-tree-health/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2019/09/06/weeding-now-reduces-weeds-later/
https://www.morningagclips.com/help-bees-in-lean-times-with-a-variety-of-blooms/
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/66722
https://arlingtonschools.revtrak.net/Continuing-Education
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
Saturday, October 5, 1:00 preview, 1:30 auction, at the William K. Sanford Library, 629 

Albany Shaker Rd, Loudonville, the North Eastern New York Orchid Society 2019 annual 
Orchid Auction. For more information, contact Janet Vinyard at 518-673-3212 or visit 
www.nenyos.com 
 
Saturday, October 19, 10:00am – 3:00 pm, at the Union Presbyterian Church, 44 Balmville 
Rd., Newburgh NY 12550, the Mid-Hudson Orchid Society Fall Orchid Show and Sale. For 
more information, contact Ruth Nattras at 845-343-2901 or visit www.mhos.us.com 
 
Sunday, October 20, 1- 4 pm, weather permitting, Vanderbilt Garden Association 
interpreters will offer FREE tours of the formal gardens at the Vanderbilt Mansion National 
Historic Site on Route 9 in Hyde Park. Tours begin at the entrance to the gardens. The 
volunteer interpreters will discuss the history of the gardens, with a focus on the Vanderbilt 
ownership and the mission of the not-for-profit Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and 
maintain the plants, shrubs, trees, and statuary in the gardens as they were in the 1930’s just 
prior to Mr. Vanderbilt’s death. They will also provide information about three major projects the 
gardens are currently undergoing: the renovation of the Cherry Walk, the replanting of the Rose 
Garden terraces, and the rehabilitation of the Rose Garden fountain. Visitors can also visit the 
1875 Toolhouse to look at photographs of the gardens taken during and since the Vanderbilt 
era. For further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org or visit our website at 
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432 
 
Saturday, October 26, 10:00 am, Stanford Free Library,( Note new address) 6035 Route 82, 
Stanfordville 12581, “Gardening for Baby Boomers” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer 
Chris Ferrero. For more information visit www.stanfordlibrary.org or call 845-868-1341.  

Friday November 15, 10am – 3:30 pm, at the New York Botanical Garden, 2900 Southern 
Blvd, The Bronx, NY 10458, 2019 LHPRISM Invasive Species Summit “A Call to Action: 
Protecting Earth’s Biodiversity” and will feature Dr. Doug Tallamy, Dr. Randy Westbrooks and 8 
of our Lower Hudson PRISM Partners. Click here for more information and to register. The fee 
for non-NYBG members is $29, members is $25.  

                       SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like information on an upcoming gardening event to 
be shared in this newsletter?  Send an email to Nancy Halas at 
nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli jdt225@cornell.edu by 
the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s 
newsletter. Please include the date, time, location, a short 
description, cost and contact information for more details.  

 
 
 
 

Photos Courtesy of Paula 
Gherari, CCEDC Master 
Gardener Volunteer 

 

http://www.nenyos.com/
http://www.mhos.us.com/
mailto:info@vanderbiltgarden.org
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org/
file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
https://www.enrole.com/nybg/jsp/session.jsp?sessionId=202HRT839&courseId=202HRT839&categoryId=ROOT
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 

     

This is Rudbeckia subtomentosa 'Henry Eilers' 
Sweet Coneflower. This cultivar has unique petals 
which are curled up like a quill. It is a reliable, long-
blooming plant.  

Can you identify this nut? Both genus 
and species please.  

 
 
 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open April to October each Wednesday from 9am 
to noon.  Questions can also be submitted to our website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening.   
Click on Contact Us and select the topic of Gardening.  
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services.  
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  

 
 

Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

