
        By Sue Gwise, Horticulture Educator 

Most of our perennial ‘bulbs’, like tulip, iris, daffodil and crocus are winter hardy.  In fact, they need the 

winter chilling period in order to flower in the spring.  Other types of bulbs, corms and rhizomes are tender 

and will be killed by winter temperatures.  These plants need to be removed from the ground in the fall in 

order to protect them.  Proper storage will be rewarded with beautiful flowers next year: 

Begonia (tuberous) – Harvest corms in the fall and store in dry peat moss @ 35 to 40 degrees.  Start indoors 

in the spring. 

Caladium – Remove tubers from the ground in fall, and let them 

dry for one week.  Store in dry peat moss or perlite @ 55 to 60 

degrees.  Plant outside in the spring when temperatures reach 

70 degrees, or start inside in pots. 

Calla Lily – Harvest rhizomes after the first frost, dry for a few 

days, then store @ 45 to 50 degrees in dry peat moss or 

vermiculite.  In spring, start plants inside in pots.  Set pots 

outside after all danger of frost has passed. 

Canna Lily – Harvest 

rhizomes in the fall after 

plants turn black from 

frost.  Dry for a few days.  Store upside down in dry peat moss or 

vermiculite @ 45 to 60 degrees.  In spring, rhizomes can be planted 

when night temperatures stay above 50 degrees. 

Dahlia – Remove tuberous roots in the fall and allow them to dry out, 

upside down, in a dry, airy place. Store in vermiculite or dry sand @ 35 

to 45 degrees.  Replant in the spring. 

Gladiolus – Store corms in mesh bags after the foliage dies @ 45 to 55 

degrees.  Replant in spring after frost danger. 

Remember!  There is still time to plant those hardy bulbs (tulip, 

daffodil, hyacinth, iris, crocus and allium).  They can be planted 

anytime up until the ground freezes, but get them in by December 15 

for the best results! 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County  

and Jefferson County, NY 4H 
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