
 

 

 
 

NOMINEES FOR DIRECTORS AT LARGE 
 
Jesse Bieber – Jesse Bieber has been a Town of Royalton resident his entire life. He operates a small 
farm with his wife Jennifer. He has two grown children, Joshua and Jolene.  Jesse's children are 8th 
generation Niagara County residents.  Bieber's have been involved in farming and 4-H their entire lives. 
Jesse has served on the Board of Directors for the past three years and is looking to serve for another three 
years. Jesse is also the Town of Royalton Historian and has served in the role since 2006. He also works 
for the Department of Agriculture as an Enumerator for Niagara County. Jesse is passionate about 
agriculture and the importance of it in our county and state. This also includes all aspects of 4-H and 
agriculture education in the classroom. He serves on the Agricultural Educational Advisory Committee 
for Royalton Hartland School. Jesse is a member of Trinity Lutheran Church of Wolcottsville, Niagara 
County Farm Bureau, Municipal Association of Niagara County Historians, Royalton Historical Society 
and Western New York Gas & Steam Engine Association, Inc. 
 
Dr. Lindsey Pyc –Dr. Lindsay Pyc works for the worldwide management consulting firm McKinsey & 
Company. Serving clients since 2011 in all industries and geographies, her work is primarily focused on 
helping organizations identify, build, and sustain the capabilities they need to continuously improve 
performance and deliver impact. Early in her tenure with McKinsey, she received the highest award given 
for new knowledge creation for original work on bridging the character gap and the growing need for 
character assessment and development in large organizations. Dr. Pyc received her Ph.D. in Applied 
Organizational Psychology and Masters in Industrial/Organizational (I/O) Psychology from Hofstra 
University. She is now a board member for the I/O Psychology Corporate Advisory Board for Hofstra 
University, which guides the development and education of graduate students. She is a frequent presenter 
at industry conferences and publishes her research in top I/O Psychology journals. Dr. Pyc relocated back 
to Western NY in 2018 after living in New York City, Washington D.C., and Chicago, and is looking 
forward to growing her involvement in the local community. 
 
Matthew Sweeney – 7371 West Somerset Road., Appleton. Matthew is the Agriculture teacher and 
FFA Advisor at Royalton-Hartland High School. In addition to his role as the FFA Advisor, he is the 
Varsity Track & Field Assistant coach and scoreboard operator for the Rams football and basketball 
games. Matthew is a 15-year graduate of the Niagara County 4-H program and serves as the 4-H Dairy 
Cattle Co-Key Leader. He is also a member of the Niagara County Fair Committee. In 2019, Matthew 
was named the Region VI National Outstanding Early Career Agriculture Teacher. He enjoys educating 
the public about the agriculture industry, exhibiting his Ayrshire cattle at local, state, and national shows, 
and staying active in his school district, community, and the Niagara County 4-H Program.  
 
 

NOMINEES FOR PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
 
Bonnie Benton – Bonnie Benton is currently a Niagara County 4-H volunteer and Master Gardener. 
She retired after 20 years of service from CCE in April 2019.  She held several positions while employed 
with CCE; 4-H Community Educator, Administrative Assistant, Nutrition Educator with the ESNY/EFNEP 
program, Creating Healthy Places and Empower NY programs. She continues to volunteer as a leader 



with the Jr. Gardeners/Nature Explorers with youth 5-10 and the 4-H archery program and will be active 
with the Master Gardener program.  
 
Annie Rotondo-Hall – I am a lifelong resident of Lockport. I have two children. Caitlin who is a 
sophomore at John Carroll University, and my son Ciaran is a Junior at Lockport High School. I am very 
familiar with Lockport and Niagara County. My Father Tom Rotondo was the longest serving mayor in 
the city of Lockport. I have worked for Niagara County for 28 years. Currently, I am a caseworker at 
Social Services in the Adult Protection Unit. I feel I would be an asset to this committee and I am hoping 
for your consideration. 
 
Ann Killian – Ann Killian is a recently retired Human Resources Executive residing in Youngstown, 
New York.  She was Vice President, Human Resources for Ferro Corporation, a global performance 
materials company headquartered in Mayfied Heights, Ohio from 2005 until 2016.  Prior to Ferro 
Corporation, she spent twenty years working for TRW Inc. in a series of increasingly responsible Human 
Resources positions including Vice President, Compensation & Benefits.  Ms. Killian has served on a 
number of non-profit boards.  Most recently she served on the Boards and Executive Committees for the 
Cleveland Leadership Center and the Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland.  In 2016, she was the 
recipient of Cleveland Crain’s Archer Award for lifetime achievement in Human Resources.  She holds a 
BA in Sociology from Buffalo State College and an MBA from Cornell University. 
 
Kate Brauen – It is an honor to be nominated for the Cooperative Extension Program Committee. I 
have served on this committee for the past 3 years and have been the representative on the Board of 
Directors for the past 2 years. I have most recently served on the Executive Director Search Committee. I 
am a lifelong resident of Niagara County and now reside with my husband and 2 children in Gasport, 
New York. I am currently the Director of Pharmacy Services at Orleans Community Health Medina 
Hospital and have been a Pharmacist for over 17 years.  I am a preceptor for students and pharmacy 
residents at the University at Buffalo School of Pharmacy, St. John Fischer College Wegmans School of 
Pharmacy and D’Youville College of Pharmacy. Our family is active members of Zion Lutheran Church in 
Gasport, NY, where I am the Parish Education Team Leader. Working and serving in the community in 
which I live is an honor and privilege. Please consider me for this position.  
 
Doni Roehling, Sr. – Doni Roehling, Sr. is a life long resident of Akron.  He and his wife Amy, have three 
children; Doni, Jr., Dylan, who aged out of 4-H this year, and Hayley, the 2019-2020 Niagara Orleans 
Dairy Princess and 4-H member. He is a past member of the Newstead Fire Company and former Boy 
Scouts of America Leader. He has been  employed at I Squared R Element for over 30 years. Presently he 
is an active member of the Depew Rod and Gun Club. At the Niagara County Fair he volunteered in many 
roles to make the fair successful. Doni and Amy were named the 2019 Grace Herr Award winners. 
 
Charlene Spoth – No bio. 
 
Catherine Clark – No bio. 
 
Jennifer Reagan – No bio. 
 
 
 
-See Next Page- 



NOMINEES FOR AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE 
 
Paul Rockwood – 7635 Chestnut Ridge Road, Lockport.  Paul and his wife (Amy) reside in Lockport 
with their 3 grandchildren.  Paul is currently working as a mechanic at Relco, Systems and is manager of 
his family farm.  The family farm milked cows until 1986, then raised Dairy Heifers until 2014.  With the 
change in times they are now growing and selling small bales of hay for horse trade. Paul is an Elder at 
the Living Water Community Church and him and his family have volunteered at the Niagara County Fair 
for many years.  Paul’s interests include growing sunflowers, church bible studies and 18th century 
country dancing at Old Fort Niagara. 
 
Phil Banks – I am Philip A. Banks, sixty seven years old, and a native of Niagara County. I graduated 
from Newfane Schools, received a BS in Marketing from Niagara University and obtained an MBA in 
Finance from SUNY Buffalo. During high school and college I worked on a local fruit farm. After college I 
had a career in corporate business development (marketing, sales, product development, budgeting, 
and strategic planning) and subsequently started a consulting firm focusing on small business 
development. Although I am now semi-retired, over the past twenty years I have worked with 
agribusinesses across NYS, including many in Niagara County, obtaining several million dollars in value 
added grants for them from the USDA. I believe my education and experience can help CCE-Niagara 
continue to successfully serve the Ag community. I have been active in my community my whole life 
belonging to many organizations including twenty five years with the Miller Hose Fire Co. and recently 
with the Farm Bureau. My wife Beth and I are the founders of the Niagara Celtic Heritage Festival, have 
been married for forty three years and have four children and two grand-children.  
 
Brian Tower – No bio. 
 
 


