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Instructions for Sampling Your Drinking Water 
(microbiological: testing for coliform bacteria) 

 
____ Contact a New York State certified lab to obtain a sterile bottle, and to inform the lab that you 

will be bringing in a sample.  A list of labs is available from the Health Department.  Most labs 
require payment before or at the time that the sample is brought in.  Some labs will collect the 
sample for you for an additional fee. 

 
____ Obtain the sample from a clean often-used cold water faucet inside your house or facility.  Do not 

use outside faucets and any faucets with hose or other attachments.   Also avoid any dusty, dirty 
or corroded faucets, or faucets that leak around the faucet stem. 

 
____ Remove aerators/screens from the faucet and (if necessary) clean the faucet threads with a mild 

solution of bleach water.  Then rinse the faucet carefully and let air-dry before taking the sample.  
The Health Department does not advise “flaming” the tap. 

 
____ Wash your hands and dry them thoroughly before taking the sample. 
 
____ Turn on the cold water and adjust for an even, gentle flow.  The water stream should 

approximate the diameter of a pencil. 
 
____ If the water curls back onto the faucet mouth stem, adjust the flow or use another faucet for 

sampling.   
 
____ Let the water run for 2-5 minutes to clear out the faucet before taking the sample. 
 
____ Carefully remove the sample bottle lid (do not touch the top of the bottle or inside the lid) and tip 

the bottle under the water stream without it touching the tap, filling the bottle to the designated 
line.  If the bottle has a screw-off cap, do not put the cap down when taking the sample. 

 
____ Close the lid immediately and securely.  Put in a cooler with ice and transport the bottle to the 

lab as soon as possible (within 24 hours). 
 
If you have any questions about taking a water sample or about the lab results, call the Tompkins 
County Health Department, Environmental Health Division at 607-274-6688, Monday-Friday, 8:30-4:30. 


