
As the green leaves of summer fade into the bright colors of fall in Upstate NY, you may begin noticing the 
hidden gems on your everyday commute to work and school. Trees that once blended into the hot and 
humid days of July and August have now become standouts with vivid hues of red, yellow, and orange. While 
there is an agreement that summers are to be spent in fields, whether they be hay or meadows, there is an 
equal argument that fall and winter are best spent in the presence of wooded areas with foliage in the fall, 
sleigh rides in the winter, and maple syrup production in the springtime. 

Wooded areas add value to property and communities in many ways. Trees lessen the intensity of the wind 
and snow if placed in critical areas. They provide beauty to enjoy year-round. They retain soil from erosion in 
times of heavy rain or wind. An important consideration for many landowners is the economic value your 
woods could be holding. Whether you own 10 acres of woods or 100 acres, you can harvest additional 
income from your land in a sustainable manner with the proper plan to do so. 

Timber:  

Gone are the days of crews in flannel leveling forestland with no regard to bio-diversity or management 
beyond the timber harvest. As a woodlot owner, you want to maintain the long term value of your property, 
and modern-day loggers want to as well. Walking through your woods with a certified forester will allow you 
to take inventory of what is on your land. Take some time to figure out your goals for your acreage. Is it a 
sugar bush that can be expanded? Are you using timber as an investment for the future? Or are you just 
looking to enjoy time in healthy woods? Once you know your goals for your land, communicate them with 
the forester and timber harvesters to ensure they can be achieved sustainably.  

Maple Syrup Production/Agroforestry: 

A favorite within many households across the Northeast is pure maple syrup harvested and boiled in the 
snowy spring woods. New systems of management, such as tubing instead of collecting, allow producers to 
be more efficient with their time and labor. Some sugar bushes expand to a few thousand trees! Even on a 
smaller scale, maple syrup production can be a nice side income for your woods. Identifying how many maple 
trees you can tap could be a nice way to enjoy fall in the woods while “working”. Mushroom production on 
logs is another example of some of the unique income opportunities that exist under the forest canopy.  

Woodlot Workshop: This Fall! 

On Saturday, November 16th, State Extension Woodlot Specialist Peter Smallidge will be visiting Jefferson 
County to host a walking tour of a woodlot with CCE of Jefferson County. This program will allow producers 
to learn about their woods while walking through another woodlot with Mr. Smallidge. We are still finishing 
up the final details, but if you are interested in this opportunity, reach out to Jake Ledoux at 315-788-8450 
ext.234 or jtl224@cornell.edu.  
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  
or jefferson@cornell.edu. 

 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 

 and Jefferson County, NY 4H  
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